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Friday  January  9th  18  52. 

After  breakfast  wrote  here  for  nearly  an  hour,  and 
then  wrote  a  private  letter  to  Dr.  Addison  asking  for 
two  numbers  of  the  Medical  Journal  that  contained 
my  pieces  contributed  from  the  Bureau.  Then  to  lec¬ 
ture.  Mitchell  took  up  the  affections  of  the  Duode¬ 
num  and  considered  some  of  them  as  dyspepsias.  Their 
pathology  and  treatment  were  similar  to  the  similar 
affections  of  the  stomach.  Calomel  highly  extolled. 
He  then  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  gastric 
affections  he  had  gone  over,  thus  occupying  the 
greater  part  of  the  lecture.  Mutter  spoke  of  the  use 
of  the  Lithotome  Cachee  and  Nathan  Smiths  instru¬ 
ment  for  lateral  operations,  and  then  passed  to  the 
bilateral  operation,  first  with  the  double  Lithotome 
Cachee,  and  Mussy’s  plan  with  a  scalpel.  These 
adapted  to  large  stone.  The  cut  made  through  the 
perineal  centre,  and  behind  the  bulb.  Spoke  of  the 
dangers  of  this  operation  and  then  passed  to  consider 
Lithectesy  a  modification  of  the  old  marian  operation. 
Described  the  marian  operation  by  nicking  the  mu¬ 
cous  membrane  of  the  prostate  and  dilating  by  strong 
forceps.  The  modification  was  to  dilate  by  a  bag  of 
mucilage.  Then  spoke  of  the  dangers  of  this  and  its 
bad  results,  and  finally  came  to  the  median  operation 
or  the  recto  vesical,  never  now  employed.  Spoke  of 
the  treatment  of  recto  vesical  fistula  by  actual  cau¬ 
tery,  and  lateral  fistula  by  nitric  acid  on  a  probe. 
Bache  recapitulated  upon  Iodide  of  potassiun,  and 
corrected  a  strange  mistake  made  yesterday.  It  is  made 
by  reaction  between  Iodine  and  Caustic  potassa  and 
then  fused  mixed  with  charcoal.  Rationale. — Then 
passed  to  Cyanuret  of  Potassium  where  he  exhibited 
how  he  had  made  the  mistake.  This  is  made  from  the 
Ferrocyanuret  of  Potassium  2  (Fe  Cy+2K,  Cy)  and 
2  (K  O,  C  02)  =4  (  K  Cy)  and  K  O.  Cy  O.  the  K  O, 
ey  o,  remaining  as  an  unimportant  impurity.  Spoke  of 
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Bromide  of  Potassium  as  officinal,  made  by  the  "Iron 
process”.  Then  had  finished  the  bielementary  com¬ 
pounds  and  passed  to  the  salts.  First  with  C  O2  formed 
three  carbonates  K  O,  C  O2,  K  O,  2  C  O2  and  3  K  O, 
2  C  O2.  Three  officinal  monocarbonate  the  Impuras,  or 
pearl  ash, — the  carbonas,  or  salt  of  Tartar  and  the 
Purus  which  is  really  made  from  Tartar,  all  dileques- 
cat.  The  Bicarbonas  made  by  passing  C  O2  through  Sol 
of  the  carbons.  Pancoast  upon  the  intimate  structure 
of  the  Liver,  then  the  pancreas,  and  finally  the  spleen, 
finishing  with  the  theories  of  the  functions  of  the 
latter  so  clumsily  given  that  they  seemed  ridiculous. 
After  lecture  Dr  Righter  walked  with  me  down  to  the 
Post  office  where  I  mailed  my  letter  to  Dr  Addison. 
Then  went  to  pay  my  visits  to  Ruth,  Martha  Anns 
children  and  to  Plarry  Avery.  Forgot  to  mention  in 
connexion  with  the  visit  to  Ruth  of  yesterday  that 
grandmother  had  given  me  a  pair  of  old  family  gold 
sleeve  buttons  that  had  belonged  to  Uncle  James 
Robinson,  and  had  his  initials. — These  visits  through, 
hurried  home  to  dinner,  and  when  I  reached  the  din¬ 
ing  room  there  stood  a  yellow  document  staring  me  in 
the  face  from  the  corner  of  the  mantel  piece.  This 
was  soon  opened  of  course,  and  I  found  orders  to  "pro¬ 
ceed  to  New  York  and  report  to  Captain  Salter  for 
duty  on  board  the  Steamer  Fulton”,  a  vessel  I  had 
never  heard  of  except  as  an  experimental  wreck.  This 
was  certainly  news  and  spite  of  my  efforts  did  rather 
affect  my  appetite.  Coming  as  it  did  on  the  top  of  a 
promise  from  Dr  ITarris  that  it  should  not  come,  and 
in  the  face  of  an  examination.  Dinner  over  came  down 
here  and  wrote  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  orders, 
and  enclosed  them  to  Dr  Flarris  with  a  private  letter 
to  Dr  Addison  asking  for  explanations  and  informa¬ 
tion.  After  copying  and  sealing  these  two  letters  took 
them  down  to  the  Post  office,  mailed  them  and  then 
went  to  Dunglisons  lecture,  having  missed  Meigs’  by 


368 


this  untoward  and  most  unwelcome  occupation. 
Dunglison  continued  the  consideration  of  secretion 
finishing  all  the  Exhalations  both  external  and  in¬ 
ternal.  His  remarks  upon  menstruation  were  in  direct 
controversion  of  those  of  Meigs,  and  evidence  and  ex¬ 
amples  adduced  of  equal  strength  with  Meigs.  There 
is  certainly  "a  lie  out”  between  them  somewhere,  and 
that  too  a  scientific  lie.  After  lecture  went  and  called 
unsuccessfully  upon  Farquharson,  but  afterward 
found  Gilliam  at  home.  Hove  my  brick  at  him,  and 
scared  him  into  a  swearing  fit,  as  he  expects  of  course 
his  turn  next.  Came  home  to  tea,  and  after  tea  went 
into  the  parlour  and  passed  the  evening  until  10 
o’clock  with  the  ladies.  Miss  Ann  Peters  went  out  in 
the  early  part  of  the  evening  and  Miss  Ellen,  who 
came  to  tea,  and  Mrs  Dana  and  myself  played  old  maid 
with  the  children,  and  laughed  and  talked  the  evening 
away  until  10,  when  I  waited  on  Miss  Ellen  home, 
and  returned  here  to  write  till  half  past  11.  Weather 
cloudy  and  raw  but  not  cold,  snowing  a  little  very 
lightly  nearly  all  day.  Wind  from  S1  &  E 1  disagreeable. 

Saturday  January  10th  18  52. 

After  a  restless  night  with  only  about  half  the 
proper  amount  of  sleep,  and  that  bad  in  quality,  arise 
with  the  headache,  and  was  late  at  breakfast.  This 
latter  finished  went  down  to  5  th  and  Race  to  vaccinate 
Mrs  Jefferis’  child  for  the  3d  time.  Although  well 
vaccinated  twice  before  from  the  same  matter,  and 
at  the  same  time  with  Martha  Anns  two  children, 
both  these  were  successful  while  the  other  failed. 
Something  may  be  due  to  the  preceeding  Bronchitis. 
Sat  and  talked  with  Aunt  Hannah  Bonsai  for  half  an 
hour  and  then  went  round  to  see  Ruth,  at  Grand¬ 
mothers,  telling  them  all,  of  my  hard  fate  in  having  to 
go  to  sea.  Then  went  down  to  Uncles’  and  told  him  the 
news,  surprising  him  very  much.  Next  went  round  to 
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Mason'  the  engravers'  and  gave  directions  for  having 
a  seal  ring  made  and  engraved,  mine  having  become 
too  small  after  some  8  years  of  wear.  By  this  time  it 
was  near  noon  and  I  came  up  to  the  Clinic.  Met  Mc¬ 
Clelland  at  the  corner  of  George  Street  and  stopped 
to  ask  him  about  the  steamer  Fulton  &c.  Then  to  the 
clinic.  Dunglison  had  the  usual  number  of  cases,  and 
gave  the  usual  amount  of  collateral  details,  and  eco¬ 
nomical  expectantism.  Mutter  exhibited  a  young  man, 
from  the  right  side  of  whose  lower  jaw  he  had  removed 
an  osteo  sarcoma  a  year  ago  with  perfect  success.  Pan¬ 
coast  presented  the  mulatto  woman  Fanny  on  whom 
he  tied  the  right  carotid.  The  Antrum  tumor  had 
diminished  in  size,  and  she  is  now  to  be  sent  home  for 
a  year  or  two,  to  see  the  final  effect  on  the  tumor.  The 
wound  is  not  healed  nor  the  ligature  discharged,  and 
the  girl  is  heavy  and  homesick.  Then  presented  a  case 
that  was  not  made  out.  A  young  man  had  two  sup¬ 
purating  sinuses,  communicating  with  extensive 
spaces  under  the  surface,  below  the  left  nipple.  Tonics 
and  alteratives  prescribed.  Then  a  case  of  epithelial 
cancerous  tumor  (small)  on  the  right  cheek,  which 
was  excised,  the  man  bearing  it  very  well.  Then  a 
woman  to  have  a  cicatrix  removed  from  the  left  side 
of  the  neck  "on  the  beautifying  principle".  She  was 
perfectly  etherized  and  the  operation  done  without 
the  least  evidence  of  pain,  the  space  being  closed  by 
suture.  The  final  case  was  one  of  cataract  in  both 
eyes  in  an  old  woman.  The  left  eye  was  operated  on  by 
Pancoasts  peculiar  operation  of  drawing  the  cataract 
horrizontally  back  by  a  hook  like  needle.  The  patient 
said  she  could  see  at  once  that  the  operation  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  said  she  felt  scarcely  any  pain  from  it. 
As  he  describes  it  I  cannot  see  how  he  avoids  wounding 
the  retina.  He  cannot  do  so, — Yet  it  is  not  surprising 
one  cannot  understand  his  descriptions.  After  lecture 
went  down  to  Andrew's  Trunk  establishment,  and 
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gave  directions  to  have  my  Trunk  sent  for  and  re¬ 
paired  at  once  but  I  see  he  has  not  sent  for  it  yet. 
Thence  went  to  Mason  the  engravers,  and  left  the  gold 
sleeve  Buttons  from  which  my  ring  is  to  be  made. 
Then  home  to  dinner  and  after  dinner  wrote  busily 
till  lecture  time.  Huston  spoke  of,  after  recapitulating 
the  mercurials,  sulphate  of  magnesia,  sulphate  of  soda, 
sodae  et  Potas.  Tartras,  Potassae  Bitart,  Potassae  Tart. 
Potassae  sulphas,  Potassae  Acetas,  and  Sodii  Chloro- 
dum.  Meigs  continued  the  conduct  of  labour  with  the 
Binder,  the  Lochia,  Fainting,  time  of  getting  up,  time 
of  purification,  the  Bloody  sign  of  ovulation,  effect  of 
nursing,  first  catamenia,  and  was  just  coming  to  lac¬ 
tation  when  his  hour  terminated.  On  coming  home 
after  lecture  found  a  note  from  Mr  Hoff  asking  me 
to  meet  some  ladies  at  their  house  to  tea  at  7.  So  after 
writing  for  half  an  hour,  dressed  and  went  round 
there,  finding  quite  a  large  company  collected.  Passed 
an  evening  as  pleasantly  as  a  headache  would  permit, 
going  through  the  coffee  first,  and  then  oysters  and 
chicken  salad  as  usual.  Toward  the  close  of  the  even¬ 
ing  we  had  a  little  "prancing”  and  concluded  the  en¬ 
tertainment  by  half  past  10,  a  particularly  good  hour 
for  those  suffering  with  headache.  Met  Commodore 
Geisinger  and  his  family,  and  many  others  whom  I 
cannot  remember.  A  Mr  Shirley  of  the  navy.  Dr  Mut¬ 
ter  came  in  professionally  during  the  early  part  of  the 
evening.  Weather  overcast  and  mild  for  the  most 
part  of  the  day  often  threatening  rain  and  even  drop¬ 
ping  rain  at  times  during  the  evening.  Very  disagree¬ 
able  weather.  Scarcely  freezes  at  all  even  this  evening. 

Sunday  January  11th  18  52. 

After  breakfast  went  to  the  Stage  office  and  at  9 
started  for  Darby,  Sam  Bartram  and  his  wife  in  com¬ 
pany.  Near  the  bridge  we  took  up  Mr  and  Mrs  George 
Boldin,  and  thence  to  the  Sorrel  House  I  had  the  pleas- 
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ure  of  talk  with  pretty  Mrs  B.  upon  the  relative  ad¬ 
vantages  of  walking  over  riding  in  general,  and  of 
summer  boarding  at  out-of-the-way  watering  Places 
as  greatly  preferrable  to  a  snug  quiet  cottage  in  the 
country.  A  perfect  pattern  of  a  wife,  she,  for  a  man 
who  cannot  well  afford  to  keep  a  horse  and  a  cottage, 
and  yet  be  much  better  off  than  those  who  can  and 
do. — Went  on  to  Darby,  and  to  meeting  although 
late.  The  meeting  was  silent  and  rather  short.  After 
meeting  had  a  good  many  friends  and  relations  to 
speak  to  as  usual.  Walked  with  Aunt  Mary’s  girls 
as  far  as  their  house,  then  overtook  Dodgson’s, 
and  leaving  them  at  their  gate  went  on  home,  grand¬ 
mother  having  rode  over  with  Aunt  and  Uncle.  After 
dinner  sat  looking  over  Janneys’  Life  of  Wm  Penn, 
for  an  hour  or  more,  and  then  went  up  stairs  and  got 
together  all  my  uniform  clothing,  to  bring  in  to  Matt¬ 
son,  and  occupied  some  time  in  getting  bedding, 
clothing  &c  into  a  condition  for  starting  to  sea.  About 
4  o’clock  went  over  to  Serrills  where  I  found  Mr  and 
Mrs  Levick  and  Howard.  Only  Ellen,  of  the  girls  at 
home,  so  that  they  seem  unusually  quiet.  A  little  after 
5,  "John”  was  brought  to  the  door,  and  the  Levicks 
started.  I  then  went  over  home  again  to  tea,  and  en¬ 
joyed  Aunt’s  promised  terrapins.  After  tea  we  assem¬ 
bled  again  in  the  parlour  and  sat  quietly  until  about 
6  o’clock  when  grandmother  left,  driven  over  home 
by  "Patrick”.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  evening 
Aunt  read  a  chapter  or  two  from  the  Life  of  Penn 
aloud,  and  about  10  we  all  retired. 

Weather  overcast,  raw,  and  cold,  threatening  snow, 
nearly  all  day,  freezing  a  little  almost  all  day  in  the 
shade.  In  the  evening  the  wind  arose  and  it  became 
blustry  and  colder. 

Monday  January  12th  1852. 

Arose  about  half  past  7,  in  a  terribly  cold  room, 
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and  saw  as  I  was  dressing  the  first  rosy  tinges  of  the 
morning  sun,  coming  with  its  warm  hues,  over  the 
cold  snow  clad  scene.  It  was  a  most  beautiful  sunrise, 
and  made  the  wintry  morning  feel  less  wintry  in  the 
promise  of  a  bright  and  beautiful  day.  Breakfast  about 
8,  and  then  started  with  uncle,  and  my  Tin  Box  of 
uniform.  "Nance”  soon  spun  us  over  the  smooth  icy 
plank  Road  and  by  a  little  after  half  past  8  we  were 
at  Mattson’s  door,  where  I  wished  to  take  my  Box  of 
clothing.  Spent  half  an  hour  or  more  with  Mattson  in 
trying  on  coats  for  alteration  and  repair  and  in  de¬ 
vising  means  for  avoiding  the  expense  of  a  new  full 
dress  coat.  Then  came  home  here,  made  my  toilet, 
gave  "Hetty”  my  clothes  to  be  washed  by  tomorrow 
evening  and  then  sat  down  to  write,  waiting  impa¬ 
tiently  for  the  Post-man  in  anticipation  of  hearing 
both  from  Washington  and  New  York.  He  did  not 
come  before  the  time  for  Mutters  lecture  so  I  went 
down  to  the  college.  The  operations  of  Lithotrity  now 
abandoned,  and  Lithontripsy  were  discussed  and  the 
crusher  of  Amussat  recommended.  The  stone  in  the 
female  came  up  for  consideration,  crushing  easily  per¬ 
formed  here  except  where  the  stone  is  very  hard  and 
then  the  walls  of  the  urethra  are  to  be  cut  upward  to¬ 
ward  the  symphisis.  Symptoms  of  stone  are  produced 
in  female  children  by  ascarides  getting  into  the  Blad¬ 
der.  To  be  removed  by  turpentine  diuretics.  Closed 
the  lecture  by  announcing  that  he  would  commence 
with  amputations  tomorrow.  During  the  lecture  Dr 
McClelland  came  and  called  me  out  to  tell  me  that 
he  thought  Dr  Hudson  would  exchange  with  me,  and 
go  out  in  the  Fulton  in  my  place  offering  to  write  to 
Hudson  on  the  subject.  This  I  declined  for  the  present 
till  I  should  hear  from  Washington,  promising  to  see 
him  in  the  afternoon.  Bache  continued  the  salts  of 
Potassa  commencing  with  the  Hydrate,  and  describ¬ 
ing  it  as  obtained  "by  lime”  and  "by  alcohol”.  Then 


373 


the  nitrate  native  in  the  soils  of  India,  S.  America, 
and  in  some  caves  in  the  U.  S.  Also  obtained  from  ar¬ 
tificial  nitre  beds.  *  *  *  *  purified.  Next  the  mono 
sulphate,  officinal, — sulphuretted  sulphate,  and  Bi¬ 
sulphate,  and  finally  of  chlorate,  many  pretty  and  in¬ 
teresting  experiments  with  this  salt,  and  S  Os.  After 
lecture  went  and  thanked  him  for  my  seat  at  his  lec¬ 
tures  thus  far, — told  him  of  my  hard  fate,  and  then 
came  home  here  anxious  for  my  letter.  Found  one 
from  Dr  Addison,  very  sorry,  of  course,  that  I  must 
be  ordered  off  very  hard  case  and  all  that,  but  no 
remedy  suggested  as  possible, — and  so  ended  that  mat¬ 
ter.  Then  went  down,  call  at  Masons  on  an  errand, 
to  uncle’s  store,  gave  him  the  news  and  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  having  some  of  my  clothes  brought  in,  and 
my  room  furniture  glass,  &c  taken  out  home,  “Pat¬ 
rick”  to  come  for  them  in  the  dearborn  tomorrow. 
Thence  went  to  Horstmans  to  see  about  a  sword,  But¬ 
tons  &c.  and  thence  to  see  my  patient  Ruth.  It  was 
now  dinner  time  and  I  hurried  home  to  dinner.  As  soon 
as  dinner  was  over  went  out  to  the  Asylum  to  see  Mc¬ 
Clelland  according  to  promise,  telling  him  not  to 
write  to  Hudson  on  my  account.  He  kept  me  here 
looking  at  microscopic  preparations  for  some  time, — 
then  took  me  to  see  his  baby,  and  then  let  me  off.  Came 
at  once  home,  and  taking  my  Jenner  Monument  pa¬ 
per  and  the  money,  went  with  it  round  to  Dr  Eg¬ 
berts  to  collect  his  dollar  previous  to  handing  it  over. 
Did  not  get  the  money  however,  as  he  “had  no 
change”  but  would  “hand  it  to  Dunglison  himself 
when  he  got  it.  Then  went  to  the  college  to  see  Dun¬ 
glison  after  his  lecture,  but  was  too  late  and  followed 
after  him  to  his  house  where  I  overtook  him  going 
in  at  the  door.  Was  presented  by  him  to  Dr  Emmet. 
Gave  him  my  Jenner  Monument  subscription  paper, 
and  the  10  dollars  I  had  received  including  my  own 
dollar.  Then  went  round  to  Geobels,  the  hairdresser’s 


374 


and  had  my  hair  cut,  and  then  home  to  tea.  Tea  over 
started  again  at  once,  and  calling  for  a  few  minutes 
to  see  Mrs  Miller,  went  up  to  Atmores.  Found  Mrs  A. 
in  very  bad  spirits,  and  did  not  help  her  at  all  by  tell¬ 
ing  her  of  my  bad  luck,  for  she  really  made  me  feel 
as  badly  as  herself  very  soon.  After  trying  for  some 
time  to  rally  her,  left  and  went  to  Harry  Avery’s 
where  again  we  all  had  to  lament  over  the  hard  for¬ 
tune, — a  most  disagreeable  thing  to  me,  and  a  part 
of  the  business  I  would  most  gladly  avoid  if  possible. 
Left  there  about  half  past  9  and  coming  home  here, 
very  tired,  wrote  until  after  10,  and  then  went  to  bed, 
to  prepare  for  a  busy  day.  Weather  exceedingly  cold 
all  day  with  a  clear,  cutting  westerly  wind  through¬ 
out.  Scarcely  any  thawing  all  day  even  in  the  bright 
sunshine  for  it  was  clear  throughout  what  is  called 
a  bitter  cold  winters  day,  and  tonight  freezing  very 
hard,  and  excessively  cold. 

Tuesday  January  13th  1852. 

After  breakfast  commenced  at  once  to  pack  up 
my  things  in  two  lots,  for  one  of  which  Patrick  is  to 
come,  as  they  go  out  home,  and  for  the  other  the  Boy 
from  the  store  is  to  come.  In  this  sad,  sad,  business  was 
fully  occupied  until  1 1  oclock.  During  the  morning 
received  a  note  from  Mrs  Levick  telling  me  to  defer 
my  visit  for  tea,  until  tomorrow  evening,  which  of 
course  amounts  to  an  indefinite  postponement  as  I 
start  in  the  morning  for  New  York.  She  does  not 
know  this  however,  and  her  object  was  that  I  should 
meet  Jane.  Waited  in  vain  for  Patrick  until  after  12, 
having  a  scene  with  Margaret  in  the  mean  time,  Then 
giving  directions  for  Patrick  when  he  should  come 
walked  down  to  the  Exchange,  mailed  a  pamphlet  to 
Dr  White,  enquired  for  the  promised  nos  of  the  Jour¬ 
nal  from  Washington  but  found  them  not.  Then  rode 
down  to  the  Navy  Yard,  was  paid  off,  and  directed 
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my  account  to  be  sent  on  to  New  York  to  the  Fulton. 
Then  went  in  and  called  on  Dr  Miller,  where  I  met 
my  friend  Jones  the  marine  officer  and  a  Mr  Hopkins, 
passed  mid11  I  judge.  Dr  Miller,  a  mu — and  I  then 
walked  up  to  Pine  and  Second,  and  I  went  then  to 
call  on  Mrs  &  Capt  Garland.  Did  not  see  the  first,  and 
found  the  last  big  with  a  court  martial  upon  which 
he  was  ordered,  at  New  York.  He  expects  to  go  on 
in  the  same  line  with  me  tomorrow.  Thence  went  to 
uncle’s  store  and  borrowed  ten  dollars  of  him,  saying 
good  bye.  Thence  up  to  see  Ruth  and  Kate  Jefferis’ 
saying  good  by  to  them  all.  Thence  to  Mattsons  to 
countermand  my  orders  for  altering  my  Full  dress,  or 
making  new  uniform  as  I  find  this  morning  that  the 
uniform  is  all  about  to  be  changed.  Thence  to  dinner, 
writing  two  notes  of  direction  to  the  two  letter  carriers 
who  have  had  and  are  to  have  the  delivery  of  my  let¬ 
ters.  After  dinner  took  these  over  to  Olivers’,  stamped 
them  and  put  them  into  the  carriers  Box.  Then  went 
to  Kerrison’s  in  10th  above  Spruce  and  engaged  him  to 
come  for  my  music  Box,  clean  it,  and  take  it  when 
done  to  Richard  Levick’s  for  their  present  use.  Then 
went  to  Schiveleys  to  enquire  if  the  Requisition  for  In¬ 
struments  for  the  Fulton  had  come,  and  found  it  had 
not.  Called  on  Farquharson  and  Gilliam  finding  both 
out.  Then  went  and  engaged  a  carriage  to  come  for 
me  in  the  morning  at  half  past  9,  and  then  finding  I 
had  an  hour  to  spare  went  to  Dunglisons  Lecture.  He 
was  upon  secretion  and  completed  the  vain  follicular 
secretions  of  the  surfaces,  noticing  a  curious  coinci¬ 
dence  between  Beyers  Glands  and  the  ovary,  and  the 
curious  variation  in  the  smell  of  blood  when  treated 
with  S  Os,  as  it  came  from  different  animals  and 
Races.  Noticed  also  the  structure  of  the  skin  and 
membranes,  the  different  epithelia,  and  the  tubular 
follicles  whose  ducts  led  through  it,  28  miles  of  such 
ducts  in  the  body!  Spoke  also  of  acne,  obstruction  of 
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the  tarsal  follicles  &c  and  gave  the  indications  of 
treatment.  After  lecture  Reighter,  and  the  "School 
of  Geissen”  came  to  say  good  bye.  Home,  then,  and 
before  tea  Kerrison  came  for  my  music  Box,  and  had 
by  this  time  increased  two  dollars  in  his  price  for 
cleaning  it.  When  he  had  gone  with  it  I  went  round 
to  Levicks  to  tea,  and  passed  a  very  pleasant  quiet 
evening  with  them,  coming  home  here  about  10  to 
write  a  little  before  bed  time.  Found  Jim  Byerly  and 
John  Jefferis  had  been  here  and  waited  for  me. 

Weather  clear  and  extremely  cold,  freezing  all  day, 
and  not  thawing  even  in  the  sunshine.  Toward  eve¬ 
ning  it  became  cloudy,  and  snowed  lightly  for  an 
hour.  Then  cleared  again  extremely  cold.  Winter  in 
earnest. 

New  York 

Wednesday  January  14th  18  52. 

Arose  and  breakfasted  as  usual,  and  then  packed 
my  trunk  for  a  start.  Paid  all  my  little  debts  to 
"Abraham”  and  Hetty,  "remembered”  Rachel  and 
Margaret,  and  at  half  past  9  was  just  starting  in  search 
of  a  hack  when  the  one  I  had  engaged  came.  Then 
rode  down  to  Walnut  St  ferry,  and  oh  how  bright  and 
gay  everything  looked  on  this  bright  cold  winters 
morning.  How  beautiful  and  blooming  the  ladies 
looked  as  they  tripped  along  with  their  fresh  rosy 
color  and  smiling  faces  and  bright  eyes  on  this  win¬ 
ters  morning.  How  cheerful  and  bright  and  bustling 
the  shops  and  shopmen  looked,  and  how  the  beautiful 
little  school  girls  skipped  along  by  Washington  Square 
with  arms  loaded  with  books,  and  eyes  and  faces  so 
like  angels,  as  they  are.  The  very  house  maids  as  they 
brushed  out  entries  seemed  to  look  bright  and  smil¬ 
ingly  out  as  if  they  wondered  how  any  one  could  pos¬ 
sibly  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  leave  so  bright  and  happy 
a  place.  How  beautiful  must  this  world  seem  to  those 
who  are  about  to  leave  it,  and  break  all  its  ties,  espe- 
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cially  when  without  any  grounded  hope  for  a  bet¬ 
ter! — Reached  the  Ferry  some  time  before  10,  and 
found  the  river  full  of  ice,  and  seemingly  hard  and 
fast  froze  up.  It  recalled  the  times  when  I  have  skated 
here.  As  yet  however  no  one  was  upon  it,  for  the  Ice 
Boats  now  reign,  and  stream  bids  winter  a  defiance. 
After  getting  my  trunk  in  the  crate  and  getting  my 
ticket  the  good  little  Boat  called  the  Dodo  came  into 
the  slip,  and  I  have  never  seen  so  few  New  York  pas¬ 
sengers  start.  The  Dodo  rushed  gallantly  through, 
breaking  and  crushing  the  ice  like  some  angry  mon¬ 
ster.  When  she  reached  the  canal  through  the  Island, 
the  Market  Street  steamer  merchant  was  there  bump¬ 
ing  ineffectually  at  the  Ice,  and  in  the  way.  The  fierce 
little  Dodo  rushed  up  to  her,  thumped  her  in  the  side 
and  threatened  and  pushed  her  out  of  the  way.  Then 
starting  again  when  the  course  was  clear  she  crouched 
her  way  to  the  slip  at  Camden  almost  as  though  the 
ice  was  not  there.  We  were  then  soon  in  a  comortable 
warm,  too  warm  car,  and  again  under  the  dominion 
of  that  Giant  Steam  belching  our  way  across  the  Jer¬ 
sey  sands.  Bought  a  Ledger  and  a  Herald  after,  with 
which  to  pass  the  time  and  managed,  what  with  the 
Forrest  Divorce  Case,  and  congress  and  Kossuth  and 
advertisements  fill  out  the  hours  where  for  the  first 
time  I  had  seen  it,  snow  took  the  place  of  sand.  About 
1  o’clock  we  reached  South  Amboy  and  embarked  in 
the  steamer  John  Potter.  Calling  nearly  opposite  for 
exchange  of  passengers  and  stores,  we  were  soon  again 
under  way,  and  obliged  to  go  round  Staten  Island  and 
up  through  the  Narrows  in  consequence  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  passage  being  frozen  up.  Got  a  glimpse  of  Sandy 
Hook  and  Navesink,  and  saw  the  steamer  Africa  just 
going  out.  Went  on  the  upper  deck  to  see  the  Nar¬ 
rows  and  harbour  in  their  winter  clothing  but  it  was 
much  too  cold  to  remain  there  long.  At  ten  minutes 
past  3  we  were  at  the  slip,  and  having  given  my  check 
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and  direction  to  the  baggage  man  made  the  best  of  my 
way  to  a  Broadway  "Stage”  and  was  half  an  hour  or 
more  getting  through  the  dense  current  of  life  run¬ 
ning  in  this  immense  aorta  of  Gotham,  up  to  this 
Bond  Street  House.  Here  had  to  take  a  little  cold  room 
up  innumerable  stairs  until  a  better  can  be  furnished, 
but  did  not  mind  this  as  my  old  friend  Pinta  was  civil 
and  obliging.  He  told  me  some  one  had  enquired  for 
me  a  day  or  two  since.  This  was  probably  Mr  Edwin 
Thorne,  as  I  had  mentioned  the  name  of  this  as  my 
stopping  place  in  my  note  to  him.  It  was  fortunately 
soon  5  o’clock,  the  dinner  horn,  and  after  bathing 
face  and  hands  I  sat  down  hungry  as  a  hawk.  Some 
little  decline  in  the  table  since  my  last  visit,  the  dishes 
and  Irish  servants  being  less  clean  and  the  latter  more 
stupid.  It  is  against  my  principles  to  stop  at  a  house 
where  there  is  only  Irish  servants,  but  some  how  or 
other  I  liked  this  place  when  last  here.  There  seems 
to  be  more  guests  now,  and  probably,  here  as  usual, 
success  has  rendered  them  careless.  Recognised  at  table 
my  old  friend  the  grumbler,  who  used  of  old  to  startle 
our  weak  nerves  by  accounts  of  his  sayings,  seeings 
and  doings,  in  "a  little  excursion  through  Europe”. 
Did  not  speak  to  him,  but  must  do  so  out  of  civility 
as  soon  as  I  can  get  his  name  from  the  landlord.  Din¬ 
ner  over  came  up  to  my  room  here,  washed  and 
dressed  myself,  and  then  sat  down  and  wrote  until 
near  8  o’clock.  Then  went  round  to  Mr  Thorne’s  at 
no  3  Washington  Square,  and  passed  the  evening  with 
Miss  Thorne,  Mr  Edwin  Thorne  only  coming  in  late 
in  the  evening.  Remained  here  so  late  without  being 
at  all  aware  of  it,  that  I  shall  be  ashamed  to  go  again. 
Was  altogether  astonished  on  looking  at  my  watch 
in  the  street  to  find  that  it  was  half  past  11.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  is  the  greatest  compliment  I  could  pay  to  Miss 
T,  if  she  knew  it,  whereas  the  staying  so  long  must 
have  been  a  great  bore  to  her. 
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Weather  clear  and  bright  but  very  cold  during  the 
early  part  of  the  day,  becoming  overcast  later,  and 
toward  evening  becoming  a  little  more  mild,  but 
freezing  very  hard  still.  A  regularly  "oldfashioned 
winter”  thus  far, — much  the  coldest  one  for  many 
many  years  probably. 

Thursday  January  15th  1852. 

Through  breakfast  by  half  past  9,  and  then  at  once 
over  to  the  Navy  Yard,  by  omnibus  and  Ferry  Boat. 
First  then  to  Captain  Salters  office  where  I  reported 
to  him  in  person,  and  was  told  the  Fulton  would  not 
sail  for  a  fortnight.  Thence  down  to  the  Dispensary 
where  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  surgeon,  Dr 
Rapalje  and  was  in  a  few  moments  at  work  selecting 
Instruments  and  curtailing  my  requisition,  which  had 
already  been  sent  in.  Found  I  was  obliged  to  take  old 
odds  and  ends  that  had  come  home  in  other  ships,  and 
therefore  that  I  should  set  out  with  rusty  instruments, 
and  often  bad  articles  I  fear.  When  the  doctor  came  to 
one  of  his  long  halts  in  our  progress,  I  went  down  to 
the  wharf  to  look  at  the  Fulton.  Found  her  a  good 
looking  craft,  with  a  much  better  Dispensary  than  I 
had  expected,  and  with  a  very  comfortable  ward  room 
with  six  state  rooms,  and  each  an  airport, — quite  high 
enough  for  me  to  stand  erect.  If  she  escapes  going  to 
the  bottom  she  will  be  a  very  comfortable  vessel  as 
far  as  quarters  are  concerned.  She  is  very  low  in  the 
water  and  must  of  course  be  very  wet  at  sea.  After  in¬ 
specting  her  pretty  thoroughly  returned  to  the  Yard 
Dispensary  and  we  again  went  on  picking  out  In¬ 
struments  &c.  A  young  Irishman  named  Joseph 
Proper,  presented  himself  in  the  course  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  as  a  candidate  for  my  Flospital  stewardship,  and 
being  rather  preposessed  with  his  appearance,  I  told 
him  all  the  hardships  he  would  have  to  pass  through, 
and  then  took  his  references, — an  irish  Dr  Kelly  in 
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Fulton  Avenue.  When  we  had  gone  through  the 
Requisition  it  being  half  past  2,  I  went  with  the  yard 
steward,  who  was  drunk  and  had  a  broken  arm,  by 
the  way,  down  to  search  for  this  said  Dr.  Kelley.  When 
we  reached  his  shop  he  was  not  there  and  I  was  obliged 
to  wait  for  him  until  after  3  oclock.  He  came  finally 
however,  and  gave  Prosser  such  a  character  as  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  take  him,  even  taking  his  and  the  doc¬ 
tor’s  nationality  into  consideration.  He  is  to  come  to 
the  Yard  tomorrow  at  10,  when  we  will  close  the  con¬ 
tract,  if  he  does  not  back  out,  for  I  gave  him  a  clear 
description  of  all  the  deprivations  and  hardships  he 
must  undergo,  and  left  him  to  sleep  on  the  matter 
before  engaging  him.  This  done  came  across  and  got 
here  to  the  Hotel  about  4.  Went  up  to  my  cold  little 
room  and  wrote  the  necessary  letter  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  on  reporting  for  duty.  To  this  letter  I  added,  in 
as  brief  and  forcible  manner  as  I  could,  the  state  of  my 
case  in  regard  to  the  coming  examination,  and  asked 
diplomatically  that  the  Board  might  be  ordered  at 
once,  and  I  permitted  to  go  before  them  before  sail¬ 
ing.  When  this  was  done  it  was  dinner  time.  After 
dinner  brought  my  letter  Book  and  Journal  down 
into  the  warmer  office.  Here  I  copied  the  letter  to  the 
secretary,  wrote  and  copied  another  to  Dr.  Harris 
asking  for  some  additions  to  my  outfit  that  might  en¬ 
able  me  to  undertake  a  series  of  experiments  upon  sea 
and  other  waters  at  different  depths.  These  letters 
copied  and  envelloped  and  stamped,  and  placed  in 
the  House  mail  Box.  I  wrote  here  until  half  past  7. 
Then  prepared  to  go  out  for  the  evening.  Went  round 
to  Mr  De  Motte’s  about  8,  and  there  passed  a  very 
pleasant  evening,  Miss  Evertson  had  been  sick,  but 
looked  now  very  well  indeed.  I  had  certainly  never 
seen  her  looking  so  well.  She  seemed  dull, — a  little 
dispirited  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  but 
brightened  up  after.  We  first  had  some  delightful 
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music  from  her  mandolin  music  Box, — the  most 
charming  little  "Fashionable  Polka”  I  ever  heard, 
could  scarcely  sit  still  for  it.  Then  we  had  Piano  music 
but  the  Piano  is  out  of  order.  Still  it  was  very  pretty. 
Then  we  had  a  delightful  few  turns  of  the  Polka,  to 
the  music  Box,  winding  up,  through  cake  and  wine, 
at  1 1  o’clock.  Dont  know  what  to  think  of  this  busi¬ 
ness  between  Miss  E  and  Salters.  It  seemed  this  eve¬ 
ning  again,  to  look  as  though  they  were  engaged, — 
from  some  remarks  that  fell  from  Mr  and  Mrs  De- 
Motte.  I  really  must  go  to  work  to  find  out  the  state 
of  the  case,  and  no  better  way  than  asking  her.  Home 
at  1 1  to  write  a  little  here  before  bed  time. 

Weather  much  more  mild  to  day.  Thawed  even  in 
the  shade  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  Freezes  now, 
and  is  overcast. 

Friday  January  16th  18  52. 

Arose  late, — nearly  9, — and  after  breakfast  started 
about  10  for  the  Navy  Yard,  getting  there  about  11 
for  it  requires  a  full  hour  to  get  there.  Found  the  new 
steward  waiting  and  therefore  wrote  a  note  to  Dr  Ed¬ 
wards  at  the  Rendezvous  to  have  him  shipped, 
dispatching  him  with  it.  This  done  went  to  work  to 
get  the  number  and  sizes  of  bottles  required  for  my 
dispensary  in  order  that  the  carpenters  might  go  to 
work  at  it.  Was  interrupted  in  this  by  Dr  Potter  com¬ 
ing  to  talk.  After  he  left  I  had  a  long  story  to  listen 
to  from  Dr  Rapalje  upon  his  family  affairs  and  hard¬ 
ships,  upon  his  ill  treatment  in  the  service,  and  upon 
the  current  changes  in  uniform  for  all  of  which  I 
cared  not  a  whit,  but  very  much  desired  to  go  on  with 
my  work.  Next  went  out  into  the  lumber  room  of  a 
Dispensary  and  picked  out  the  bottles  that  I  must 
take,  fitted  stoppers  to  many,  and  set  them  all  aside 
in  sizes,  prepared  for  washing,  and  for  the  carpenters 
to  work  from.  While  just  finishing  this  the  new  stew- 
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ard  came  back  from  the  Rendezvous  with  a  note  from 
Dr  Edwards  saying  he  could  not  be  shipped  without 
an  order  from  Capt.  Salter.  Went  then  to  the  Cap¬ 
tains  office  to  get  this  order,  and  because  I  did  not 
go  all  the  way  home  to  get  a  uniform  coat  in  which 
to  appear  in  his  august  presence,  he  spoke  to  me  about 
it  in  about  the  manner  in  which  I  should  or  might 
speak  to  a  negro  boy  for  bringing  me  a  glass  of  water 
without  his  pantaloons, — I  have  never  yet  approached 
a  Commodore  and  been  treated  by  him  as  if  either  of 
us  were  gentlemen.  Got  the  order  however,  and  direc¬ 
tions  that  were  not  at  all  necessary  with  regard  to 
the  stewards  living  on  board  the  Receiving  ship.  Next, 
having  finished  with  the  bottles  I  went  to  work  to 
find  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  yard,  a  search  that  was 
fruitless  though  continued  for  two  hours.  Finally 
went  to  the  commander,  Capt.  Mercer,  and  accom¬ 
plished  my  object  of  getting  carpenters  for  the  Dis¬ 
pensary.  It  was  now  three  oclock  and  I  came  across 
arriving  here  about  %  past  4,  very  cold.  Sat  by  the 
fire  toasting,  then  until  dinner  time  at  5,  reading  the 
papers  with  regard  to  the  Punishment  agitation  in 
the  senate.  After  dinner  brought  down  my  Book  and 
wrote  in  the  office  untill  near  7,  and  then  prepared  to 
go  out  for  the  evening.  About  half  past  7  went  round 
to  Mr  Vanaltnicks  and  passed  the  evening  with  the 
Tallmans  and  Miss  Fanny  Serrill.  Sardines,  olives  and 
claret  Punch  in  the  "sanctum”  varied  the  conversa¬ 
tion  of  the  evening  until  near  1 1  when  I  left  with  an 
engagement  for  tea  tomorrow  evening.  Then  home 
here  and  wrote  a  little  in  the  cold  before  adjourning 
for  the  night. 

Day  overcast,  and  a  light  fall  of  snow  during  the 
middle  part,  The  morning  excessively  cold.  Found  a 
pitcher  and  basin  completely  frozen  up  this  morning, 
very  cold  all  day  but  not  so  excessive  toward  evening, 
some  say  the  coldest  day  of  the  winter  thus  far. 
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Saturday  January  17th  1852. 

After  breakfast  started  at  about  10  o’clock  for  the 
navy  yard,  arriving  about  half  past.  Went  to  Capt. 
Mercer’s  office  to  see  about  the  Joiners  to  work  at 
the  Dispensary,  but  could  not  find  him.  Then  went 
to  the  yard  Dispensary,  but  Dr  Rapalje  was  not  down, 
and  would  not  probably  be  down  today.  Next  went 
on  board  the  steamer  and  sought  out  the  foreman 
Joiner.  Took  him  down  below  and  explained  to  him 
how  I  wished  to  have  the  Dispensary  fitted  up. 
Brought  down  one  of  each  of  the  sizes  of  bottles,  and 
fixed  upon  their  distribution  and  the  places  of  the 
shelves.  All  this  done  went  on  board  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  receiving  ship,  to  look  for  my  Steward  Prosser, 
who  was  to  be  shipped  this  morning.  Enquired  for  Dr. 
Guillon  and  was  shown  to  the  ward  Room,  where  I 
found  him,  old  Walke,  and  Guathney  whom  I  knew, 
and  Avery  and  Haggerty  whom  I  did  not  know.  Sat 
with  them  a  little  while,  hearing  part  of  a  letter  from 
consul  Hodge  relative  to  Kossuth  and  Captain  Long 
matters, — enquired  about  the  Fulton  and  found  that 
Morris  was  not  to  command  her,  but  Benham  instead. 
Found  also  that  Dr  G.  had  been  on  board  during  the 
trial  trip,  and  that  she  had  really  made  some  8  /z  miles 
of  Pilots  measured  distance  in  28  minutes,  in  smooth 
water,  and  nearly  as  much  in  the  swell  of  a  sea  way  off 
Sandy  Hook.  Dr  G.  thought  I  might  get  off  from  go¬ 
ing  to  sea  if  I  wished  to,  and  was  not  "patriotic”  as  to 
the  means  of  doing  so.  Walke,  I  found,  was  first  lieu¬ 
tenant,  so  with  him  I  made  arrangements  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  coming  on  shore  of  my  steward,  after  the 
commandants  permission  was  obtained.  Went  then 
out  to  "the  Desk”  to  see  whether  he  had  come  on 
board,  and  found  him  on  the  gun  deck.  Dr  G.  told 
him  to  come  in  the  morning  to  be  examined,  and  then 
sent  him  down  to  the  Bay,  to  make  acquaintance  with 
the  steward  then  and  with  the  duties.  The  Dr.  then 
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took  me  down  into  his  perfectly  french  room,  on  the 
lower  gun  deck.  There  were  the  striped  red  and  white 
curtains  spangled  with  gilt  stars. — There  were  the 
nude  plaster  and  bronzed  figures  all  around, — and 
there  too  were  the  pictures  of  naked  women,  bathing, 
dressing,  flying  in  gauze,  &c,  all  in  perfect  keeping 
with  himself;  and  there  also  was  "Pierre”  the  french 
"darkey”  of  old,  putting  all  the  french  finery  in  or¬ 
der  as  of  old.  On  a  nail  near  the  bed  hung  the  brass 
key  of  the  commandants  private  gate,  through  which 
the  commandants  wife  had  given  him  the  privilege 
of  passing  into  the  yard  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  the 
public  gates  being  closed  at  midnight, — all  quite  in 
character.  The  said  doctor  was  dressed  in  citizens 
clothes,  and  had  the  same  old  prolonged  moustache, 
which  in  itself  was  more  a  breach  of  uniform,  or 
quite  as  much  as  my  daring  to  go  before  the  com¬ 
mandant  dressed  as  a  gentleman.  Yet  he  goes  to  the 
commandant  in  this  french  clown  and  dancing  mas¬ 
ter  compound  appearance  and  escapes  without  in¬ 
sult. — and  moreover  does  as  little  duty,  and  wants  as 
little  that  he  does  not  get  as  any  man  in  the  navy. 
Asked  him  about  the  changes  of  uniform,  and  found 
they  were  altogether  unsatisfactory  to  the  doctors 
and  pursers,  and  would  of  course  cause  another  dis¬ 
turbance  in  the  wigwam.  Came  on  shore  and  went  to 
the  Dispensary  but  found  it  locked  up.  Went  down 
to  the  steamer  to  see  if  the  joiner  had  locked  up  my 
dispensary  to  keep  the  measuring  bottles  in,  and  then 
passed  out  of  the  Yard  and  up  Hudson  Avenue  where 
I  took  an  omnibus  and  rode  out  to  the  Hospital.  As 
I  went  in  the  front  door  Dr.  Hudson  was  coming  out, 
and  told  me  that  he  had  applied  for  orders  to  sea  and 
had  not  got  them.  So  much  for  the  necessity  of  send¬ 
ing  me  to  sea  unjustly,  as  urged  in  Dr  Addison’s  let¬ 
ter  from  the  Bureau.  Dr  Burt  was  also  at  the  door, 
and  walking  into  his  rooms  sat  down  with  him  for  a 
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few  minutes,  and  was  told  the  circumstances  of  Hud¬ 
son’s  application  for  sea  duty.  Then  went  to  Dr 
Bache’s  room,  and  after  waiting  a  few  minutes  he 
came  in.  He  asked  what  I  was  doing  here,  and  told 
me  immediately  that  he  had  applied  to  the  Bureau  to 
have  me  ordered  to  the  Hospital,  but  had  mentioned 
that  he  did  not  know  that  such  orders  would  please 
me.  On  hearing  that  I  was  ordered  to  sea  he  advised 
me  to  write  at  once  a  private  letter  to  Dr  Harris,  and 
apply  to  be  ordered  to  the  Hospital,  mentioning  that 
Dr  Hudson  wished  to  go  to  sea,  which  advice  I  deter¬ 
mined  at  once  to  take  It  was  now  2  o’clock  and  I  ac¬ 
cepted  an  invitation  to  dinner  from  Dr  Burt.  Was 
introduced  to  Mrs  Burt,  told  her  what  I  knew  of  her 
people  in  Philada,  and  sat  down  to  a  most  frugal  din¬ 
ner  with  them.  If  all  married  assistant  surgeons  must 
live  in  this  way,  I  beg  to  be  preserved  from  such  mat¬ 
rimony,  Beefsteak,  mutton  chop,  Potato  Bread  and 
butter  and  Beets  and  the  doctor’s  whiskey  and  water 
formed  the  entire  dinner  but  served  cleanly  and 
nicely,  and  well  cooked.  After  dinner  which  was  not 
prolonged,  Mrs  Burt  and  the  little  Burt  retired  and  I 
asked  for  pen  ink  and  paper,  and  sitting  down  at  the 
table  wrote  a  private  letter  to  Dr  Harris  stating  all 
the  circumstances  that  had  come  to  my  knowledge  to¬ 
day  and  saying  how  acceptable  would  be  orders  to  this 
Hospital,  and  how  acceptable  probably,  would  be  the 
orders  to  the  Fulton  to  Dr  Hudson.  Read  the  letter  to 
Burt  to  show  him  that  I  had  not  compromised  Hud¬ 
son, — took  a  copy  of  it  for  my  letter  Book,  and  then 
went  to  look  for  Dr  Bache  to  read  it  to  him  before 
closing  it.  He  however  had  gone  to  town  and  I  did  not 
see  him.  Then  closed  my  letter,  and  after  waiting 
some  time  in  the  Porters  Lodge  for  an  omnibus  rode 
to  Fulton  Ferry,  crossed,  and  walking  up  to  the  Post 
office  mailed  my  letter  and  paid  the  postage.  Took  a 
stage,  came  up  to  my  Hotel  and  warmed  myself  for 
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half  an  hour,  when,  it  being  near  6  o’clock  I  went,  by 
engagement  round  to  Talman’s  to  tea.  Muffins  and 
fried  oysters  were  very  good.  After  tea  some  com¬ 
pany  of  the  family  came  in  and  we  sat  in  the  parlour, 
talking  homeopathy,  Etherization  &c  for  a  couple  of 
hours.  Some  of  the  company  then  leaving  we  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  "Sanctum”  finishing  the  evening  about 
10  or  half  past  with  the  usual  Claret  Punch,  Sardines, 
olives  &c.  Got  home  here  and  to  bed  about  11. 

Weather  freezing  cold  all  day,  but  not  quite  so  cold 
as  yesterday.  Overcast  for  the  most  part,  but  no  fall¬ 
ing  snow;  weather  clear  in  the  evening  but  cloudy 
again  at  a  later  hour.  Has  not  thawed  for  a  moment 
all  day,  nor  yesterday. 

Sunday  January  18th  1852. 

For  want  of  occupation,  and  in  waiting  for  a  fire 
did  not  get  up  until  9  o’clock,  the  morning  being  ex¬ 
cessively  cold  and  snowy,  the  snow  falling  so  fine  that 
it  had  the  appearance  of  fog.  By  10  or  a  little  later 
was  dressed  and  went  down  to  breakfast.  After  break¬ 
fast  read  some  newspapers,  looked  at  the  falling  snow, 
and  idled  away  in  this  manner,  an  hour  or  two,  for 
having  no  book,  and  the  day  so  bad,  time  was  likely 
to  hang  heavily.  About  noon  came  up  here  to  my 
room  and  sat  down  to  write.  First  copied  the  letter 
to  Dr  Harris  of  yesterday  into  my  Fetter  Book,  and 
then  wrote  yesterdays  Journal,  postponed  from  last 
evening  in  view  of  a  want  of  occupation  for  today. 
This  done  it  was  nearly  2  o’clock  and  I  went  down 
stairs  to  give  the  chamber  maid  a  chance. — and  a 
sweet  specimen  of  the  Emerald  Isle  she  is  too.  Filthy 
and  untidy  as  the  best  of  them,  and  loquacious  be¬ 
yond  endurance.  I  always  rush  down  stairs  General 
Putnam  fashion  when  I  hear  the  jingling  of  her  beads 
and  crosses  coming.  At  2  o’clock  we  dined,  and  when¬ 
ever  we  dine  there  is  an  odd  collection  of  specimen. 
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Studying  them  as  the  scientifics  do  conchology,  I 
think  I  have  discovered  three  new  species  at  least. 
Before  I  knew  who  they  were  I  had  examined  and 
identified  and  classified  three  specimen.  They  prove 
now  to  be  children  of  Captain  David  Porter  of  the 
Steamer  Georgia,  brother  to  my  old  commander  ¥m 
D  Porter,  both  of  the  navy.  One  of  these  specimen,  a 
boy  of  say  6  years  old,  yesterday  called  the  House¬ 
keeper  "a  damned  son  of  a  bitch”,  and  is  eternally 
teazing  the  Irish  waiters  for  pennies.  The  two  little 
girls  belong  to  the  same  class  and  order  but  are  older, 
and  therefore  not  quite  "so  fast”.  There  is  one  very 
good  looking  young  lady  comes  to  table,  A  miss  Ed¬ 
wards  of  New  Haven  looking  as  though  she  was  sen¬ 
sible.  A  very  military  looking  Georgia  major: — one 
can  always  tell  these  Georgia  varieties. — A  very  mild 
Texas  lawyer  in  whose  waters  the  smallest  boats  would 
hardly  float:  His  chief  occupation  within  a  day  or 
two  has  been  the  exhibition  of  his  daguerreotype  to 
the  lodgers,  lamenting  that  he  had  not  put  on  a  dif¬ 
ferent  vest  when  "he  was  taken”.  A  Mr  Sharp  who 
sits  near  me  thinks  a  certain  landlady  does  not  "keep 
house  very  good”.  He  wears  a  steeple  crowned  felt 
hat  and  says  he  made  his  man  bring  him  down  "as  fur 
as  Yonkers”  in  the  sleigh,  and  that  the  sleighing  was 
"elegant”.  A  young  german,  scientific  of  the  mathe¬ 
matical  kind,  wears  all  his  beard,  blue  spectacles,  an 
immense  ring  on  his  fore  finger,  eats  with  his  knife 
and  throws  bread  pills  at  the  little  Porters.  A  bright 
faced  light  haired  girl  just  tumbling  overboard  into 
womanhood,  and  feeling  she  dont  know  exactly  how 
or  why,  and  taking  or  rather  bolting  huge  mouthfulls 
of  developement  every  day  has  attracted  a  good  deal 
of  my  attention.  In  a  year  from  this  day  she  will  know 
both  how  and  why,  and  looks  as  if  she  would  make 
something  of  a  character  and  give  somebody  the  heart 
ache.  As  her  mother  must  have  done  before  her.  One 
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fine  looking  man  has  got  such  a  nice  little  body  for  a 
wife!  She  seems  to  stick  to  him  like  bad  luck,  and  looks 
as  she  walks  along  as  if  a  little  frightened  least  she 
should  get  out  of  reach  of  him,  and  get  over  her  head 
and  drown.  I  would  venture  anything  that  she  is  be¬ 
hind  his  easy  chair  with  her  arms  round  his  neck  half 
the  time  he  is  reading  the  Herald  of  morning  and 
when  he  is  out  is  all  the  time  working  slippers  for 
him  or  seeing  if  his  shirts  are  done  up  nice,  and  wants 
no  buttons  sewing  on.  He’s  a  happy  dog,  that  fellow. 
I  know  he’s  a  happy  dog!  and  her  simple  brown  dress 
and  neat  little  collar  but  thinly  veil  in  her  little  heart 
the  summit  of  human  bliss.  Her  husband  is  stewards 
great  store, — milliner,  dressmaker,  shoemaker,  and 
every  body  else  to  her  little  heart,  and  she  cares  not 
one  cent  for  Cotton  or  Kossuth  or  Lord  Palmerston 
or  anything.  After  dinner  sat  idly  by  the  fire  down 
stairs  and  up  stairs  during  the  whole  afternoon,  think¬ 
ing  over  matters  and  things  in  general,  and  particu¬ 
larly  busy  with  the  dim  and  tangled  Future.  Tea  at 
6,  and  after  tea  came  up  here  to  write,  undecided 
whether  to  venture  out  through  the  snow  or  not.  The 
whistling  wind  and  the  deep  untrodden  snow,  taken 
with  the  fact  that  no  one  would  expect  to  see  visitors 
on  such  a  night  decided  me  against  going  so  I  sat  down 
by  the  fire  in  the  public  room,  and  talked  the  Forrest 
Divorce  case  over  with  Robinson  the  Bar  man.  He 
remarked  that  it  was  funny  to  see  the  avidity  with 
which  the  ladies  of  the  house  came  in  the  morning  to 
get  Heralds  in  which  the  testimony  in  the  case  is  fully 
published.  We  had  exhausted  the  adultery  case,  and 
Barnum  when  Mr  Waldo  came  in, — my  european 
friend  of  last  summer,  and  he  at  once  went  to  work 
to  astonish  the  weak  nerves  of  the  Texas  lawyer  Mr 
Drew,  describing  London  and  Liverpool  and  all  his 
and  their  greatness.  After  he  got  a  hot  whiskey  toddv 
however  he  shone  forth  in  an  astonishing  intimacy 
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with  Capt.  West  of  the  Atlantic,  and  at  10  o’clock  I 
left  him  reading  Capt  Wests  private  letters  aloud  to 
the  Captain  in  his  state  room  on  board  and  they  two 
inseparable  friends  were  being  convulsed  with  laugh¬ 
ter  over  a  letter  from  Silas  E  Burroughs.  Tired  with 
Waldo,  in  the  character  of  Dogberry,  writing  him¬ 
self  '  'an  ass”,  when  he  is  probably  a  gentleman,  I  left 
about  10,  and  came  up  here  to  write  a  little  before 
going  to  bed. 

I  cannot  recall,  in  my  life,  such  a  day  as  today.  At 
daylight  there  must  have  been  an  inch  or  two  of  the 
new  fine  snow  upon  the  ground,  and  it  was  coming 
down  fine  almost  like  flour.  From  that  moment  to  the 
present  writing  at  half  past  10,  it  has  not  ceased  to 
snow  fast  for  one  single  moment,  and  the  snow  al¬ 
ways  as  dry  and  light  as  powder,  and  blown  about  by 
the  light  wind.  How  much  longer  it  will  continue 
one  cannot  guess,  for  it  is  still  the  same  in  appear¬ 
ance  outside.  Cold,  freezing  hard  all  day,  and  the  wind 
whistling  with  that  frigid  merciless,  mournful  sound 
so  characteristic  of  winter  and  which  speaks  always 
of  suffering  and  misery.  God  help  the  poor  of  this 
awful  night! 

Monday  January  19th  1852. 

Water  all  frozen  up  although  there  was  fire  in  my 
chamber  all  night.  The  coldest  morning  following 
the  coldest  night  I  ever  saw,  or  felt.  Arose  late  and 
started  by  half  past  1 0  for  the  navy  yard  through  the 
snow.  Had  to  walk  from  the  Ferry.  Went  first  to  the 
commandants  office,  and  writing  a  letter  to  Capt  Wil¬ 
son  of  the  Receiving  Ship  asking  that  my  new  steward 
might  come  ashore  as  I  should  direct,  got  the  com¬ 
modore  to  approve  it  and  then  carried  it  on  board  the 
North  Carolina,  and  saw  Walke  upon  this  subject  of 
the  steward.  Remained  a  short  time  with  Walke,  and 
then  came  on  shore,  but  could  find  no  one  at  the  Dis- 
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pensary.  Then  went  down  to  the  corner  of  Pineapple 
and  Henry  Streets,  where  I  called  on  Dr  Rapalje,  and 
found  he  had  received  the  requisition  for  the  steamer. 
We  did  not  go  over  the  Requisition  because  I  was  so 
unsettled.  Leaving  the  Doctor,  and  declining  his  in¬ 
vitation  to  dine,  came  across  and  went  to  call  on 
Charles  Zimmerman  at  his  counting  R_oom.  Here  we 
talked  Kossuth  &c  for  a  time,  and  then  calling  at  his 
fathers  office  for  letters  we  walked  up  to  my  Hotel, 
where  he  came  in  and  sat  awhile,  leaving  before  din¬ 
ner  after  engaging  me  to  spend  the  evening.  After 
dinner  at  the  usual  hour,  sat  by  the  reading  room  fire 
and  talked  flogging  and  corruption  and  reform  in  the 
navy  until  8  o’clock  in  the  hopes  of  doing  some  good. 
Then  went  up  to  Dr  Johnson’s  where  Charles  Zim¬ 
merman  and  his  wife  live.  Here  passed  a  very  pleasant 
evening,  hearing  Miss  Mary  sing,  and  use  her  very 
curious  voice.  She  sings  down  to  D  with  ease  and  a 
good  round  tone,  though  not  powerful.  She  has  also 
an  ordinary  higher  voice,  and  uses  it  as  well.  Sung 
some  pretty  ballads  with  an  acquired  taste,  and  the 
duett  of  Jeannette  &  Jeannot.  A  Mr.  Meyer  a  Hun¬ 
garian  Refugee  was  there  during  the  evening.  It  was 
after  11  when  we  left  and  I  retired  as  soon  as  I 
reached  home. 

Weather  clear  and  excessively  cold  all  day.  Not  a 
sign  of  thawing  even  in  the  bright  sunshine  of  noon 
day  in  sheltered  position.  The  air  dry  clear  and  pure, 
and  the  coldest  I  ever  remember.  Sleighing  excellent, 
could  not  be  better  and  Broadway  crowded  with 
sleighs,  and  the  snow  white  light  and  sand  like  as  when 
it  fell.  Evening  colder  than  the  day  and  thermometer 
falling  rapidly. 

Tuesday  January  20th  18  52. 

Arose  late  and  when  I  had  performed  the  necessary 
ablutions  in  ice,  with  the  Razor  sticking  fast  to  my 
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nose  on  attempting  to  shave,  went  down  and  was  told 
by  a  Dr.  Davis  that  the  thermometer  was  then  at  0° 
in  his  window.  After  breakfast  about  10,  rode  down 
to  Nassau  Street  and  walked  to  the  Post  office  where 
I  found  nothing.  Thence  down  to  the  Ferry  and 
crossed  in  the  boat,  though  up  to  this  time  nearly, 
thousands  had  been  crossing  on  the  ice.  Some  were 
still  on  the  ice  when  it  commenced  to  move,  and  had 
to  be  rescued  by  shore  boats.  Crossed  over  and  walked 
to  the  yard,  but  there  was  no  one  at  the  Dispensary. 
On  going  in  search  of  letters  to  the  commodores  of¬ 
fice  found  Dr  Hudson  there.  He  told  me  that  Dr 
Bache  had  received  a  private  letter  from  Dr  Harris  in 
which  the  latter  informed  him  that  he  had  applied  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  an  exchange  between 
Dr  H.  and  myself,  and  that  the  secretary  had  prom¬ 
ised  to  make  the  exchange.  Then  went  with  Dr.  H. 
and  showed  him  through  the  Fulton  and  what  I  had 
done  in  the  way  of  outfitting.  Then  walked  out  to  the 
Hospital  and  to  Dr  Bache’s  room,  where  he  showed 
me  the  autograph  letter  of  Dr  Harris  promising  the 
exchange.  We  then  walked  together  down  to  his 
house,  saw  Mrs  Bache  and  the  children,  and  talked 
with  the  doctor  until  dinner  time  getting  a  full  de¬ 
scription  of  Dr  Burts  character,  and  receiving  as 
many  cautions  against  him,  as  I  received  from  him 
against  Dr  Bache.  I  fancy  however  that  I  know  them 
both  tolerably  well,  and  know  something  of  human 
nature  too,  by  this  time.  Dinner  time  came  before  I 
knew  it,  and  I  remained  to  dinner  and  was  introduced 
to  Miss  Cook,  Mrs  Bache’s  sister  Did  not  remain  long 
after  dinner,  but  made  it  dark  before  I  reached  the 
New  York  side  of  the  East  River,  meeting  Dr  Guillon 
on  board  the  boat.  Returned  to  the  Hotel  and  sat 
down  by  the  fire  talking  until  near  8  o’clock.  Then 
went  round  to  Mr  Zimmerman’s  in  8th  Street.  Found 
Mr  Zimmerman  was  not  well,  and  saw  only  Miss 


392 


Rosalie  and  later  Mrs  Zimmerman.  We  sat  talking  for 
an  hour  or  two  until  half  past  10  when  I  returned  and 
retired.  This  morning  early  Mr  Bretts  Thermometer 
stood  at  -6°  the  coldest  weather  I  ever  saw.  Clear  dry 
atmosphere  with  dry  snow,  and  most  capital  sleighing. 
Not  a  sign  of  thawing  at  any  time  and  the  sleighing 
not  wearing  out  at  all.  Became  rather  more  mild  to¬ 
ward  evening,  and  somewhat  cloudy  but  still  exces¬ 
sively  cold. 

Wednesday  January  21st  18  52. 

Arose  about  9,  finding  it  not  quite  so  cold,  yet  my 
pitcher  of  water  frozen  up  tight  although  wrapped 
as  usual  in  my  over  coat,  and  last  night  the  window 
closed.  After  breakfast  about  10,  took  the  parcel  of 
apothecary’s  scales  under  my  arm  and  through  the 
snow  walked  down  first  to  the  Post  office  where  I 
found  nothing  for  me.  Thence  to  the  navy  agents 
where  I  collected  my  Bill  of  travelling  expenses,  and 
then  crossed  and  walked  to  the  navy  yard.  Dispensary 
closed  as  usual.  Went  to  the  commodores  office  where 
I  found  orders  detaching  me  from  the  Fulton,  and  to 
my  surprise  leaving  me  ''waiting  orders”  instead  of 
being  ordered  to  take  Hudson’s  place  at  the  Hospital. 
Walked  then  out  to  the  Hospital  where  I  surprised 
Dr  Bache  with  this  news.  He  sat  down  at  once  to 
write  to  Dr  Harris  on  the  subject,  and  I  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  receipt  of  my  orders  to  the  secretary.  This 
I  enclosed  in  a  private  letter  to  Dr  Harris,  expressing 
surprise  but  not  dissatisfaction,  and  expressing  still 
a  desire  for  the  Hospital  duty.  These  I  copied,  closed 
up,  and  sent  to  be  mailed  with  Dr  Bache’s  letter.  Then 
walked  in  and  called  at  the  commodore’s  and  men¬ 
tioned  to  him  that  with  his  permission  I  should  leave 
for  Phila  tomorrow  morning.  Then  wrote  a  slip 
memorandum  for  the  Clerks  to  send  any  letters  that 
might  come  for  me  to  Philada,  went  down  to  the  Dis- 
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pensary.  Found  ''Patrick”  there,  left  the  scales,  wrote 
a  note  to  Dr  Hudson  referring  him  to  Purser  Dunns 
office  to  hear  of  a  good  Hospital  steward,  the  one  I 
shipped  having  apparently  backed  out, — and  another 
note  to  Dr  Rapalje  telling  him  of  my  detachment,  and 
saying  good  bye.  Then  came  over  to  New  York,  called 
at  Chas  Zimmermans,  but  found  him  out, — called  at 
Mr  Bretts  and  talked  a  few  minutes  with  him  to  en¬ 
quire  after  his  family  and  the  Jones’, — and  finally 
called  on  Mr  Carville  and  talked  awhile  with  him. 
Then  up  to  dinner, — calling  by  the  way  at  Talman’s 
and  being  surprised  to  hear  he  had  gone  to  Philada. 
After  dinner  went  round  to  their  house,  and  found 
"Ma  Ellen”  alone  at  home.  She  told  me  that  Fanny 
Serrill  had  been  sent  for  in  haste,  Isaac  being  seriously 
ill,  and  that  Mr  T.  had  gone  immediately  on  with  her 
to  Phila.  Waited  until  Mrs  T.  was  done  waiting  on 
her  father  at  tea,  and  then  waited  on  her  round  to 
Mrs — ’s  in  Houston  St.  I  think.  Leaving  here  then  and 
saying  good  bye,  went  to  Mr  Thorne’s  and  there  spent 
the  entire  evening  in  spite  of  myself,  for  I  had  fully 
intended  to  have  passed  a  part  of  it  with  the  De- 
Mottes.  Was  introduced  to  Mr  Sam1  Thorne, — Edwin 
came  in,  and  we  passed  the  evening  most  agreeably, 
chiefly  in  old  reminiscences.  The  younger  Thorne  ex¬ 
hibited  the  electrical  condition  of  the  atmosphere  in 
a  way  that  I  had  never  seen  before,  and  a  condition 
that  must  be  rare.  By  sliding  upon  the  carpet  and  then 
presenting  the  knuckle  to  a  conductor,  large  sparks 
were  obtained  and  a  sharp  shock  felt.  Turning  the 
gas  out  one  of  the  burners,  sliding  up  to  it  and  touch¬ 
ing  the  nipple  with  his  dead  latch  key  a  spark  was 
obtained  which  lighted  the  gas.  So  dry  and  clear  is 
the  atmosphere.  For  many  days,  or  a  week  or  two  past 
the  dryness  of  the  air  has  been  very  noticable  in  the 
parching  of  ones  lips,  the  brittleness  of  the  nails,  and 
harsh  dryness  of  the  hair.  I  have  never  before  observed 
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such  phenomena  to  such  a  marked  extent.  They  must 
have  great  effect  upon  the  economy  and  transpiration. 
There  had  been  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  continuous  cold  weather  in  Phil- 
ada,  but  it  has,  I  believe  entirely  subsided.  Concluded 
our  evening  with  Websters  Dictionary  in  some  dis¬ 
puted  pronunciations  and  said  good  bye,  on  my  part 
in  great  hopes  that  it  might  only  be  for  a  few  days. 
Edwin  was  very  kindly  anxious  that  I  should  take  a 
sleigh  ride  with  him  to  Flushing  tomorrow  to  see  the 
Pearsall  boys,  and  had  left  a  note  to  that  effect  for 
me  at  the  Hotel.  Was  very  sorry  that  I  could  not  go, 
and  was  much  tempted  to  remain  over  tomorrow  for 
the  purpose,  although  I  knew  that  I  ought  not  to  do 
so,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  orders  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital. 

Reached  home  about  11,  and  after  packing  up  my 
trunk  retired.  Weather  exceedingly  cold,  but  milder 
than  yesterday.  Snow  fell  lightly  at  times  during  the 
morning,  and  it  was  more  or  less  cloudy  all  day. 
Freezing  hard  all  the  time.  Sleighing  could  not  be  bet¬ 
ter  the  snow  lying  loose  and  fiable,  without  having 
been  melted  to  the  slightest  degree,  and  crying  be¬ 
neath  the  tread,  as  it  always  does  in  very  dry  frosty 
weather. 

Thursday  January  22d  1852. 

Was  called  by  "Thomas”  at  7  as  directed.  Arose  and 
nearly  froze  during  the  ablutions  in  half  frozen 
water,  that  had  resisted  the  protection  of  my  over¬ 
coat  and  the  closed  window.  Breakfasted  about  8, 
paid  my  bill  which  was  moderate,  by  the  way,  and 
then  having  got  my  trunk  down,  sent  for  a  carriage 
and  "remembered”  the  servants,  I  started  for  the  Rail 
Road  office,  foot  of  Liberty  Street.  Arrived  a  little  be¬ 
fore  9,  and  had  ample  time  to  get  my  ticket  and  a 
Herald  before  the  Ferry  Boat  came.  We  were  soon  in 
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the  cars,  cold  cars  they  were  too, — and  soon  going 
slowly  over  the  road.  Dozed  over  the  Forrest  Divorce 
case  &c  in  the  Herald,  and  managed  to  "put  through” 
the  five  mortal  hours,  with  the  anticipated  quantum 
of  cold  feet  &c.  It  was  3  o’clock  when  we  reached 
the  Depot  at  Richmond  and  here  the  company  leave 
you  to  get  to  Phila  as  best  you  may,  and  look  out  for 
your  baggage  as  best  you  can.  A  cold  omnibus  with¬ 
out  a  door  brought  me  down  to  2d  and  Market,  where 
I  got  a  porter  to  carry  my  trunk  down  to  uncles  store. 
Taking  out  some  necessary  things,  and  half  warming 
myself  there,  getting  a  letter  from  Dr  Barstow  and 
an  old  one  from  Edwin  Thorne,  with  one  number  of 
the  January  Journal  containing  my  Report,  from  the 
Bureau.  Started  with  uncle  and  Patrick  in  their  new 
sleigh,  and  went  up  to  5  th  and  Race  for  aunt.  She  was 
not  here,  so  we  went  in  and  waited  till  she  came.  Then 
all  bundling  in  we  called  next  at  Dr  Griscoms  for  the 
children,  I  by  this  time  thoroughly  cold.  Thence  we 
came  rapidly  out  home  here,  in  a  manner  about  the 
most  uncomfortable  possible  for  me.  How  people  can 
go  sleighing  for  pleasure  I  cannot  conceive.  Should 
just  as  soon  take  Franklins  plan  of  the  jingling  bells, 
a  chair  in  the  snow,  and  ones  hands  and  feet  in  ice 
water.  On  reaching  home  we  had  the  opportunity  to 
get  warm,  take  a  most  hearty  supper,  and  pass  a  quiet 
warm  evening.  Ellen  Serrill,  the  only  one  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  at  home,  came  over  during  the  evening  and  sat 
a  while.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  passed  in 
journalizing  and  reading  the  Journal  of  Med. 
Sciences  To  bed  about  10,  and  into  a  bed  that  was 
just  like  a  cold  bath,  could  not  get  warm  for  half  an 
hour,  and  then  was  waked  several  times  by  the  cold 
air  getting  in  round  my  head,  and  by  cold  feet. 

Weather  still  excessively  cold,  no  thawing  what¬ 
ever,  but  freezing  all  day  long  even  in  the  bright  sun¬ 
shine.  Clear  and  bright  all  day.  During  all  this  coldest 
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weather  for  some  16  years,  the  wind  is  for  the  most 
part  south  of  west,  veering  to  the  north  and  north 
eastward  when  the  snow  fall.  Yesterday  south  east¬ 
erly  when  snowing. 

Friday  January  23d  18  52. 

Called  up  about  a  quarter  past  7,  but  before  I  could 
get  dressed  even,  the  omnibus  in  which  uncle  and  I 
were  to  go  to  town  had  passed  by,  and  he  gone  in  it. 
Therefore  took  my  breakfast  quietly,  and  afterward 
sat  down  and  read  through  the  interminable  noise  of 
the  children.  Read  Dr  Porter’s  surgical  notes  on  the 
mexican  war,  and  found  the  cases  all  only  incomplete 
sketches,  and  very  imperfect.  The  notes  are  rather 
notes  of  the  war  than  surgical  notes,  and  some  poetry 
is  introduced  that  can  scarcely  be  called  notes  at  all. 
Then  read  Pepper’s  excellent  notes  on  Empyema  and 
paracentesis.  These  finished  wrote  up  yesterday’s 
journal.  By  this  time  our  noon  dinner  was  ready  and 
we  dined.  After  dinner  prepared  to  go  to  town  in  the 
one  oclock  sleigh  stage,  and  started  at  quarter  past 
one.  Rode  in  with  the  celebrated  Lobb  to  3d  and  arch 
and  walked  down  to  uncles  store  where  I  arrived  at 
about  half  past  2.  Waited  a  little  while  for  uncle  to 
come  in  and  then  borrowing  some  money  of  him, 
went  round  to  Mason  the  Engravers  to  get  and  pay 
for  my  Seal  Ring.  Then  went  up  to  Sansom  Street  and 
called  unsuccessfully  upon  Harrison,  Farquharson, 
Gilliam  and  Mason.  All  out.  Then  went  round  to  the 
Washington  House,  where  a  Doctor  Metcalf?  Came 
up.  Directly  Purser  Steele  whom  I  had  not  seen  for 
some  years  came  up.  While  we  were  talking  over  old 
times  and  mutual  acquaintances  was  very  much  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  Mr  Harris  our  old  Charge  at  the  River 
Plate  come  in,  just  on  his  way  south  to  see  "Fanny” 
and  go  to  Washington.  While  we  were  talking  Drs 
Sherman,  Harrison,  Mason  and  Gilliam  came  in,  and 
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a  passed  midshipman  whose  name  I  have  forgotten. 
We  all  talked  awhile  together  and  I  found  that  all  ex¬ 
cept  Gilliam  had  received  orders  to  present  them¬ 
selves  for  their  examination  at  the  Naval  Asylum  on 
the  16th  of  February  Dillard,  Hornor,  Moseley, 
Blacknall  and  Hunter  to  form  the  Board.  Had  I 
known  this  Examination  was  coming  off  at  this  time 
I  should  not  have  said  a  word  about  detachment  from 
the  Fulton,  for  she  will  not  sail  until  after  that  time. 
So  that  everything  seems  contrary  and  I  in  all  human 
probability  destined  to  go  on  board  that  Brig  Perry 
to  the  Coast  of  Africa.  Than  this  I  expect  nothing  else 
now,  but  must  fight  hard  against  it.  Walked  up  with 
Mason  to  8  th  Street  and  then  walked  up  to  Mrs 
Mitchells  to  see  how  Isaac  Serrill  was.  Saw  friend  Ser- 
rill  and  found  Isaac  was  much  better.  Thence  went 
down  to  Grandmothers,  where  I  found  Ruth  Bonsai 
quite  convalescent,  and  all  the  rest  about  the  same 
as  usual.  Then  it  was  half  past  4,  the  time  appointed 
by  aunt  for  starting  out  in  the  sleigh.  Just  arrived  in 
time,  for  uncle  and  Martha  Bonsai  were  about  to 
start.  Got  in  with  them,  and  we  went  round  to  Anne 
Hunts  to  call  for  aunt,  and  thence  to  Mrs  Mitchells 
in  Cherry  Street  to  call  for  Ellen  Serrill  who  had  come 
in  with  aunt.  Thence  we  came  smartly  out  home, 
having  a  much  more  comfortable  ride  than  last  night. 
Uncle  drove  Martha  over  home,  and  Ellen  went  home, 
but  returned  to  tea  with  us,  and  spent  the  evening, 
being  very  lonely  at  home.  After  tea  Uncle  and  I 
played  three  games  of  chess  of  which  he  won  two. 
After  these  occupied  half  an  hour  here,  and  walked 
home  with  Ellen, — returning  with  a  pair  of  slippers 
to  take  to  town  to  Friend  Serrill  tomorrow,  retired, 
before  10. 

Weather  clear  and  still  very  cold,  though  not  so 
cold  as  the  previous  days,  for  in  sheltered  positions 
and  bright  sunshine  the  snow  did  melt  a  little  to  day. 
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Freezing  very  hard  however  in  the  shade  all  day.  Wind 
west.  All  the  Rivers  frozen  up  tight  and  thousands 
of  people  upon  them.  Now  for  that  cold,  cold,  snow¬ 
bank  of  a  bed!  It  is  like  undressing  to  lie  in  the  snow 
in  reality. 

Saturday  January  24th  18  52. 

Arose  about  7  and  had  to  hurry,  violently  in  the 
cold,  in  order  to  get  ready  and  get  some  breakfast  by 
the  time  the  stage  sleigh  should  come.  All  this  I  but 
just  accomplished,  and  uncle  and  I  rode  to  town  thus 
together,  in  the  cold  cutting  air,  filled  with  frozen 
spangles  that  glittered  in  the  early  morning  sun,  from 
the  horses  nostrils.  One’s  breath  froze  around  the 
mouth  and  upon  the  hair  and  eyelashes  giving  a  very 
hoary  appearance  to  everybody.  Arrived  in  town 
about  9,  and  leaving  uncle  in  the  market  hurried  down 
to  the  store.  Here  I  found  one  letter  from  Dr  Harris 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  last,  and  telling  me 
that  my  orders  to  the  New  York  Hospital  had  been 
sent  to  New  York,  and  two  other  documents  from 
New  York.  One  of  these  was  the  orders  to  the  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  the  other  an  answer  from  the  Bureau  to 
my  Requisition  letter,  telling  me  that  I  would  receive 
orders  to  present  myself  before  a  Board  of  Examiners 
on  the  16th  proximo.  All  these  letters  were  most  ac¬ 
ceptable,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  received  I  borrowed 
9  dollars  of  Uncle,  (making  50  in  all,)  and  started 
to  make  arrangements  for  starting  off,  determining 
upon  Tuesday  morning.  First  went  up  to  Mattsons 
and  directed  my  uniform  clothing  and  Tin  Box  to  be 
sent  down  to  the  store.  Then  went  to  Kerrisons  and 
left  directions  to  send  my  music  Box  down  to  the 
store,  paying  his  daughter  for  the  cleaning.  Then  went 
on  down  10th  to  Sherman’s  to  see  the  doctor,  and  get 
my  scrap  Books  ready  that  I  might  send  for  them. 
Talked  to  Sherman  until  time  for  Dunglison’s  lec- 
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ture  and  then  went  to  the  college.  Dunglison  had  his 
usual  number  of  good  cases,  and  displayed  the  usual 
quantum  of  expectantism,  and  house  made  medicines, 
dry  flour  frictions,  infusion  of  cocchineal  &c,  thus 
filling  up  his  hour.  Pancoast  first  exhibited  a  result  in 
Hunts  operation  for  Ptosis,  and  then  another  result 
of  operation  for  cicatrix  contracting  the  forearm  of 
a  child.  Next  a  case  of  hydrocele  of  the  neck  in  a 
child  to  be  treated  by  accupuncture  &c,  and  an¬ 
other  in  a  young  german  woman.  Of  this  he  made  a 
long  operation  dissecting  and  tearing  out  the  sack, 
which  she  bore  very  well.  Then  finally  came  an  old 
man  from  whose  lower  lip  Mutter  had  removed  a 
cancer,  and  subsequently  had  removed  an  enlarged 
submental  gland  which  was  going  on  to  cancerous 
degeneration  and  had  become  attached  to  the  peri¬ 
osteum  of  the  symphisis.  He  now  had  another  similar 
affection  which  was,  like  the  last,  cut  out,  and  the 
wound  closed.  After  lecture  walked  up  to  Richard 
Levick’s  and  sat  a  few  minutes  with  Mrs  L.  explain¬ 
ing  why  the  music  Box  had  not  been  sent,  or  would 
not.  Thence  went  to  Harmers  and  ate  largely  of  fried 
oysters  by  way  of  dinner,  and  afterward  went  up  to 
Harry  Avery’s  and  sat  with  them  for  an  hour.  Mrs 
Wiggins  and  Miss  Ecstein  came  in  during  the  time, 
and  about  half  past  4  bade  them  all  good  bye  together, 
regretting  that  I  must  miss  all  their  polka  parties. 
Then  went  down  to  Mrs  Mitchells  to  enquire  for 
Isaac  Serrill.  Met  Miss  Louisa  Wood  at  the  door, — 
found  Isaac  still  improving  a  little. — Remained  long 
enough  to  tease  Jane  for  feeding  him  on  lead  water 
in  mistake  for  chicken  soup,  and  then  went  to  the 
omnibus  office.  Here  found  uncle,  with  my  music 
Box,  supposing  I  wanted  it  out  here.  "Barney”  the 
boy  was  here  also,  and  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
sending  him  to  Shermans  to  get  my  scrap  Books,  and 
take  them  to  the  store  ready  for  packing  up. 
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We  then  started  at  5  in  the  stage  sleigh,  and  over 
some  bad  heavy  places,  out  home  here,  arriving  a  lit¬ 
tle  after  dark  Aunt  had  gone  on  a  sleighing  excursion 
up  to  Harry  Gilliams  and  Ellen  Serrill  was  here  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  the  little  girls.  After  tea  we  unpacked  the 
music  Box  for  Ellens  benefit  and  found  it  went  very 
well.  Got  my  Letter  Book  down  stairs  and  copied 
some  letters  in  and  stuck  in  some  of  those  received. 
Then  played  a  couple  of  games  of  chess  with  Uncle, — 
one  drawn,  and  the  other  I  won.  Walked  home  with 
Ellen  about  10,  she  getting  a  fall  in  the  snow.  Came 
back  and  journalized  for  half  an  hour,  and  retired 
again  to  that  cold  cold  bed  and  chamber. 

Weather  clear  and  beautiful.  Commenced  thaw¬ 
ing  in  the  sunshine  about  1 1  o’clock  and  continued 
until  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  taking  some  of  the 
snow  and  ice  from  sheltered  positions  and  spoiling 
the  sleighing  in  some  places.  In  the  shade  however  it 
froze  all  day,  and  tonight  again  will  freeze  very  hard, 
though  more  mild  than  during  the  past  10  days.  Wind 
Sd  &  Wd 

Sunday  January  2  5th  18  52. 

Arose  late,  nearly  half  past  8,  after  a  more  tem¬ 
perate  night.  Before  we  had  breakfasted  Ellen  came 
over  to  dress  the  children,  and  I  promised  to  drive  her 
to  meeting,  as  I  had  no  other  chance  of  riding.  It  was 
late  when  we  got  there,  and  had  a  silent  meeting  until 
near  the  close  when  John  Jackson  arose  and  said  it 
seemed  to  remain  with  him  to  say  what  he  considered 
to  be  among  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  pro¬ 
fession.  That  "ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you, 
save  as  the  holy  anointing  teacheth,  which  is  truth 
and  is  no  lie”.  This  he  dilated  upon,  considering  its  en¬ 
tire  fidelity  to  the  truth,  and  his  implicit  faith  in  it. 
His  exhortation  however  was  not  a  long  one,  but  was 
forcible  and  every  way  excellent.  After  meeting  had 
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a  number  of  friends  to  speak  to,  and  then  drove  Ellen 
back  home.  Dined,  and  after  the  early  dinner  read 
Sims’  article  on  the  treatment  of  Vesico  Vaginal  Fis¬ 
tula.  Then  walked  over  through  the  mud  and  melting 
snow  to  Joseph  Dodgson’s  and  sat  with  them  talking, 
till  near  evening.  Hannah  gave  me  two  portraits  of 
William  Penn,  such  as  are  published  in  Janney’s  Life 
of  Penn,  and  I  was  to  call  for  them  as  I  went  home. 
Then  went  on  down  to  Aunt  Mary’s  and  sat  with  them 
for  half  an  hour  or  more,  Ellen  not  at  home  as  usual. 
Thence  down  to  Stephen  Horne’s  to  see  grandmother. 
Here  I  remained,  to  tea  and  until  7  o’clock  getting  into 
business,  to  prescribe  for  a  bad  cough  in  their  grand¬ 
daughter  Martha  Rahow.  Not  only  prescribed  but 
had  to  bring  away  the  bottle  and  money  for  the  pre¬ 
scription,  with  an  engagement  to  get  the  medicine 
put  up  in  town  tomorrow  and  bring  it  out  to  them. 
This  done  returned, — stopping  at  Dodgsons  for  my 
portraits, — home.  Here  found  aunt  had  returned  from 
her  sleighing  expedition  and  had  brought  Mary  Gil¬ 
liam  down  with  her.  Soon  after,  Ellen  Serrill  came 
over,  and  we  sat  together  until  after  9.  I  then  occu¬ 
pied  half  an  hour  with  this  page  after  seeing  Ellen 
safely  home,  and  then  retired  before  10. 

Weather  clear  fine  and  mild.  Therm,  about  40° 
in  the  shade  all  day,  Thawing  rapidly  wherever  the 
sun  touched  the  snow  and  ice,  so  that  in  many  places 
the  plank  Road  is  bare,  and  the  sleighing  spoiled  where 
there  has  been  much  wear  upon  it.  Freezing  agin 
smartly  this  evening  but  by  no  means  so  cold  as  here¬ 
tofore.  Indeed  the  cold  this  evening  is  not  disagree¬ 
able  coming  after  what  we  have  had.  Still  that  bed  is 
by  no  means  warm 

Monday  January  26th  18  52. 

Up  about  7,  and  in  a  great,  unsatisfactory  bustle 
and  hurry  in  order  to  get  off  to  town.  Uncle  hurrying 
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me  unnecessarily.  By  a  little  after  8  all  my  Sunday 
bundles  and  boxes  were  collected  together  in  the  dear¬ 
born,  and  saying  good  bye,  I  embarked  and  we  started. 
Reached  the  store  by  half  past  9,  and  immediately 
piled  up  my  things  and  sent  for  a  packing  box  maker. 
A  dutchman  soon  came,  measured  the  pile,  and  the 
box  was  ordered.  While  waiting  for  it  to  be  made  I 
packed  my  music  Box  in  the  trunk  and  stowed  it  as 
closely  as  possible  with  dirty  clothes  &c  to  ensure  as 
far  as  possible  against  Irishmen  the  legitimate  obstacles 
to  all  safe  carriage,  and  indeed  to  safety  of  all  kinds 
in  general.  The  trunk  packed  and  the  large  box  was 
done: — hurrah  for  the  dutchman!!  Put  all  the  things 
into  it  and  found  it  by  much  too  large.  Sent  for  the 
flying  dutchman  again  and  had  the  size  of  the  Box 
reduced.  In  the  mean  time  sent  ''Barney’'  to  Mattsons 
for  my  Box  of  uniform  clothing,  as  it  was  to  go  in¬ 
side  the  great  Box.  He  returned  after  a  protracted 
time  and  said  that  the  repairing  of  some  of  the  cloth¬ 
ing  was  not  yet  finished.  Sent  him  back  to  bring  the 
Box,  and  all  that  might  be  finished,  for  that  I  could 
not  pack  my  things  until  I  had  that  tin  Box.  In  the 
mean  time  I  must  be  idle  there,  and  yet  with  many 
things  to  be  done,  for  the  appearance  of  bad  weather, 
and  a  letter  from  Dr  Bache  had  determined  me  upon 
going  on  in  the  line  at  5  p.  m.  and  I  had  engaged  to 
dine  at  Mr  Levicks.  Presently  Barney  came  again  and 
still  without  the  Box,  saying  that  none  of  the  cloth¬ 
ing  was  done, — that  two  men  were  at  work  upon  it, 
— and  that  it  was  of  no  use  to  send  the  empty  Box. 
My  state  of  annoyance  was  now  at  a  crisis,  and  I  felt 
the  condition  in  which  I  might  have  heartily  cursed 
all  tailors  in  rank  and  file  with  Mattson  at  their  head. 
Here  was  a  whole  morning  being  idled  away,  while 
its  occupations  were  increasing  to  be  beyond  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  accomplishment.  Do  not  remember  to  have 
ever  been  so  disagreeably  annoyed.  Sent  "Barney” 
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again  with  directions  never  to  show  his  face  again  with¬ 
out  the  Tin  Box,  whether  it  be  empty  or  not;  and 
again  sat  down  to  deplore  idly,  this  loss  of  time.  Pres¬ 
ently  a  young  man  came  in  with  a  note  for  me  from 
Morris  L  Hallowell,  inviting  me  to  his  house  that  even¬ 
ing  "to  meet  some  friends”.  This  I  declined  as  politely 
as  I  could,  upon  the  plea  of  going  to  New  York,  and 
endeavoured  delicately  to  make  him  feel  that  I  con¬ 
sidered  his  civility  to  have  come  very  tardily,  and  that 
it  fell  short  of  being  hospitality  upon  that  account. 
Sealed  up  the  note  ready  to  leave  at  his  store,  and  by 
this  time  a  Dr.  Richardson  came  in  with  a  note  of  in¬ 
troduction  from  Dr  Dunglison.  Answered  as  far  as  I 
could  his  enquiries  with  regard  to  the  Navy  Board  for 
candidates,  this  being  the  object  of  his  visit,  and  asked 
him  to  call  on  me  in  New  York.  By  this  time  Barney 
came  with  the  Tin  Box,  and  I  was  soon  busy  enough. 
Packed  up  everything  nailed  and  marked  the  Box, — 
brushed  the  dust  from  my  clothes,  and  then  went 
down  to  Walnut  St.  Wharf  to  enquire  personally 
about  the  Line  to  N.  Y.  Returned  and  sent  "Sammy 
Davis”  down  with  the  Big  Box  for  shipment,  and 
then  started  at  once  upon  my  numerous  errands.  First 
left  the  note  for  Morris  Hallowell.  Then  went  to 
grandmothers  to  tell  them  of  being  ordered  to  the 
Hospital  and  of  starting,  and  to  borrow  five  dollars 
of  Jacob,  all  of  which  was  satisfactorily  accomplished 
within  a  reasonable  time.  Next  went  to  Dilwyn  Par- 
rishe’s  to  get  the  prescription  put  up  for  Miss  Rahow, 
and  to  order  it  sent  down  to  Uncles  store  lest  he  should 
forget  it.  Thence  to  Mrs  Mitchells  to  get  Fanny  Ser- 
rills  letter  to  bring  to  the  Talmans, — to  deliver  a  pair 
of  slippers  to  Friend  Serrill, — to  see  how  Isaac  was, 
and  to  say  good  bye.  Went  up  to  see  Isaac,  and  found 
him  still  improving.  As  I  passed  down,  in  a  hurry 
at  having  spent  so  much  time  here, — was  waylaid  by 
Mrs  Mitchell  to  look  at  a  deaf  ear  of  her  adopted 
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daughter.  This  took  some  time  and  to  no  earthly  prac¬ 
tical  good,  for  I  could  not  see  the  ear  well  without  a 
speculum,  and  probably  could  have  done  no  good  if 
I  had.  After  bespeaking  Friend  Serrill  to  apologize  to 
"Pattie”  for  my  failure  in  the  volunteer  engagement 
to  dinner  with  them  I  went  to  Mattsons  to  have  what 
uniform  might  be  finished  brought  down  to  go  in  my 
trunk.  Next  went  to  Mason’s  Room  but  could  not 
get  any  one  to  come  to  the  door  by  violent  repeated 
ringing.  Thence  to  the  Washington  house  where  I 
found  he  was  at  dinner,  and  sent  my  card  to  him  to 
hurry  him,  as  I  knew  he  wanted  me  to  do  an  errand 
in  New  York.  He  soon  came  and  gave  me  96.50$  to 
pay  a  tailors  bill  for  him  to  Wyman  &c  of  Broadway. 
Saw  Harrison  and  Gilliam  also,  and  said  good  bye. 
Very  hungry  stopped  next  at  Guy’s  and  bolted  a  lit¬ 
tle  something  to  eat,  buying  apples  in  the  market  as 
I  passed,  by  way  of  dessert, — and  buying  some  very 
bad  ginger  nuts  to  eat  in  the  cars.  By  this  time  it  was 
4  o’clock  and  several  errands  and  calls  had  to  be 
abandoned.  Went  to  the  store,  got  my  trunk  on  Bar¬ 
neys  wheelbarrow  and  started.  At  the  foot  of  Wal¬ 
nut  St.  took  the  omnibus  and  started  at  half  past  4 
with  Halladay  Jackson  as  a  travelling  companion.  A 
long  and  tedious  stage  ride  brought  us  to  the  Ken¬ 
sington  Depot,  and  then  a  very  long,  dark,  slow  and 
most  tiresome  ride  to  Jersey  City  by  10  o’clock,  the 
ride  "enlivened”  by  a  spirited  headache.  At  Jersey 
City  the  crowds  of  passengers,  chilled,  tired,  and  dis¬ 
gusted  with  everything  in  particular,  but  with  Jersey 
legislation  above  all,  in  that  it  granted  to  one  com¬ 
pany  the  exclusive  right  to  transport  passengers  across 
the  state. — had  to  wait  half  an  hour  or  more  for  the 
Ferry  Boat,  crowded  into  the  little  rooms  with  crying 
children,  bad  smells,  and  other  pleasantry.  All  delights 
must  end  however,  and  the  Boat  came,  and  crossed 
with  us.  A  little  dutch  boy,  who  seemed  to  be  drunk, 
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endeavoured  to  make  a  ranting  speech  in  the  cabin, 
but  the  general  disgust  seemed  to  overcome  everyone 
that  they  paid  no  attention.  Once  at  the  foot  of 
Courtland  Street,  and  my  check  in  the  Baggage  Mas¬ 
ter’s  hands,  walked  smartly  to  the  Astor  House,  got 
a  room,  waited  half  an  hour  for  a  fire,  and  an  hour 
and  a  half  for  my  baggage,  got  to  a  very  thinly  clad 
bed  at  a  little  after  1  o’clock,  with  a  splitting  head¬ 
ache. 

Weather  mild,  Froze  but  not  hard  during  the  night. 
Morning  cloudy  or  overcast  but  clearing  about  noon, 
and  remaining  so.  Snow  and  ice  melting  rapidly,  and 
the  sleighing  spoiled  wherever  the  sun  had  a  chance 
at  it.  During  the  middle  of  the  day  it  was  too  warm 
to  wear  an  overcoat.  Evening  raw  and  chilly,  Freezing 
but  not  cold. 

Naval  Hospital,  Brooklyn. 

Tuesday  January  27th  18  52. 

Arose  at  the  Astor  House  about  8  o’clock,  and  oc¬ 
cupied  an  hour  and  a  half  in  bathing  &c.  Then  went 
down  to  breakfast.  Breakfast  over  walked  down  to 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  office  to  seek  for  my  large 
Box,  disappointed  in  finding  it.  Returned  to  the 
Hotel,  paid  my  Bill  and  procured  a  porter  to  bring 
my  trunk  over  to  the  Hospital.  Then  went  up  Broad¬ 
way  a  short  distance  and  bought  a  pair  of  slippers. 
Then  to  Grinelle  Talman  Bibby  &cos  where  I  de¬ 
livered  Fanny  Serrills  letter  and  talked  to  Talman  for 
a  few  minutes.  Next  crossed  the  Ferry  meeting  Drs 
Bache  and  Rapalje  on  board  the  boat,  and  rode  up 
to  the  Navy  Yard.  Had  to  wait  more  than  half  an 
hour  in  order  to  see  and  report  to  the  Commandant, 
Capt  Salter.  Found  the  Fulton  had  gone  to  sea  upon 
some  sudden  temporary  service  in  connexion  with 
the  inclement  weather  upon  the  coast,  and  congratu¬ 
lated  myself  largely  upon  not  being  in  her.  After  re- 
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porting  came  at  once  out  to  the  Hospital  where  I 
found  my  Irish  Porter  waiting  impatiently  to  be  paid. 
Found  Dr  Burt  on  the  spot,  and  soon  had  fires  going 
in  my  chamber  and  Parlour.  Went  at  once  to  work 
unpacking  my  trunk  and  putting  clothing  &c  away. 
Had  some  of  the  furniture  of  the  rooms  exchanged, 
placed  the  bed  in  a  more  airy  position  &c.  Was  in  the 
midst  of  all  this  when  Mr  Jacob  J  Storer,  of  Brig 
Perry  remembrance  presented  himself  at  the  door, 
having  come  to  call  on  Dr.  Bache.  Sat  down  and 
talked  with  him  some  time,  until  after  2  o’clock,  and 
when  he  had  gone  resumed  my  occupations  only  in¬ 
terrupted  by  Dr  Burt’s  translation  of  the  different 
occurrences,  quarrels,  and  characters  in  and  about  the 
House.  When  my  rooms  had  become  a  little  home  like, 
and  all  done  that  could  be  for  the  present,  asked 
Dr.  Burt  to  go  and  introduce  me  to  Mr  Montovio  the 
House  Steward,  and  Mr  Beaton  the  Apothecary.  The 
first  was  an  old  acquaintance  from  Montevideo,  and 
quite  a  gentlemanly  person.  The  latter  an  English¬ 
man,  and  chemist.  Sat  through  the  segar  smoke  of 
their  Rooms  until  specially  tired  of  it,  and  then 
walked  round  through  the  wards,  finding  most  of 
them  in  a  dirty  condition  and  one  or  two  smelling  hor¬ 
ribly.  Found  an  old  shipmate  here  in  the  capacity  of 
nurse,  Silcox  by  name:  and  another,  Boy  Myers  as 
Porter.  Went  through  the  Dispensary  and  office  look¬ 
ing  into  everything  and  trying  to  get  a  little  insight 
into  matters  and  things.  Had  just  returned  to  my 
room  toward  dusk,  when  Dr.  Bache  came  in,  and  I 
at  once  presented  to  him  my  orders,  and  officially  re¬ 
ported  for  duty.  We  sat  and  talked  machinery  for 
some  time,  as  he  had  been  out  upon  a  tour  to  see  steam 
Engines  and  Drug  mills  with  reference  to  the  getting 
up  of  a  new  Laboratory  here.  Dr  Burt  came  in  and 
asked  me  to  tea,  an  invitation  that  I  accepted,  and  Dr 
Bache  left.  Took  tea  with  the  Burts  accordingly,  and 
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had  to  take  a  large  quantity  of  "Yarn”  in  addition. 
Not  relishing  it  so  much.  After  tea  came  here  to  my 
own  parlour  and  sent  for  "Ellen”  the  officers  cook. 
Made  her  acquaintance  and  talked  over  provisions, 
and  culinary  matters,  and  made  out  a  market  list,  and 
a  list  of  groceries  to  be  bought  before  I  should  have 
anything  to  do.  This  done  allowed  Ellen  to  go,  and 
commenced  writing  here,  but  alas  Dr  Burt  came  again 
to  lend  me  some  sugar  for  breakfast,  and  to  bring  a 
key  to  the  office  for  my  use,  and  remained  talking  for 
half  an  hour  or  more  on  the  scandal  and  corruption 
of  the  house.  He  finally  left,  and  I  wrote  again.  Pretty 
soon  however  he  came  again  with  his  hands  full  of 
letters  and  long  "notes”  and  "Reports”  of  all  his  past 
cruises,  and  with  these  he  occupied  my  evening  until 
half  past  9  most  disagreeably.  If  he  is  to  make  such 
draughts  as  this  upon  my  time  and  occupations,  I 
shall  be  likely  to  loose  my  civility  toward  him.  This 
however  is  only  by  way  of  posting  me  up  at  the  on¬ 
set,  perhaps.  When  he  had  gone,  wrote  again  until 
after  10,  and  then  retired  to  my  chamber  to  sew  on 
some  buttons,  before  going  to  bed. 

Weather  mild  clear  and  pleasant  all  day.  Snow 
thawing  rapidly  until  near  sunset.  Freezing  slightly 
again  this  evening. 

Wednesday  January  28th  18  52. 

Arose  about  half  past  7,  after  a  rather  uncomfort¬ 
able  night  in  consequence  of  scanty  bed  clothing.  The 
result  of  this  was  compliments  of  the  morning  to  the 
matron,  for  more  blankets.  Breakfast  a  little  after  8, 
and  then  directions  to  Myers  the  Porter,  with  my 
market  list.  Afterward  to  the  Dispensary  to  look  over 
the  prescription  Book  and  get  some  notion  of  the 
cases  and  names.  About  10  Dr  Bache  came  up  and  an¬ 
nounced  to  Dr  Burt  and  I  his  determination  to  divide 
the  House  between  us.  He  to  take  charge  of  the 
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northern,  I  of  the  southern  half.  This  is  a  good  ar¬ 
rangement.  We  then  started  upon  the  round  of  the 
wards,  together.  After  seeing  all  the  patients,  I  went 
down  to  the  Doctors  Room  and  we  there  had  a  talk 
about  matters  and  things  in  general.  He  gave  me  per¬ 
sonally  then,  a  direction  or  permission  to  go  on  and 
do  what  I  pleased  in  the  way  of  changes,  only  letting 
him  know  what  is  done.  Jacob  Storer  came  while  we 
were  talking,  and  afterward  Mrs  Bache  and  *Miss 
Cook  her  sister.  As  they  passed  my  door  Mrs  B.  stopped 
to  welcome  me  to  my  new  home.  Went  up  stairs  then, 
moved  all  the  empty  beds  out  of  the  occupied  wards, 
and  distributed  the  bad  cases  somewhat,  opening  an¬ 
other  ward,  and  making  the  number  of  my  wards 
four  with  an  aggregate  of  only  1 1  patients.  Thus 
much  was  all  the  changes  I  liked  to  make  at  the  off- 
start,  and  by  this  time  it  was  noon.  Went  with  Burt 
into  the  office,  and  looked  over  some  of  the  Books 
there  and  the  forms, — the  doctor  and  Jacob  coming 
in  at  the  same  time.  Then  ordering  dinner  for  3  o’clock 
got  up  Myers  and  the  waggon,  and  started  to  go  across 
to  New  York  after  my  large  Box  of  Chatels  which 
must  have  arrived  by  this  time.  Down  Pearl  and 
Beaver  Streets  to  Pier  no  1 .  N.  R.  and  there  found  my 
Box  and  paid  the  freight,  but  how  to  get  it  out  I 
knew  not,  for  there  was  a  stagnation,  a  perfect  syn¬ 
cope  of  carts  and  sleds  filling  all  the  surrounding 
streets.  Finally  got  an  Irishman  with  a  truck  and  made 
him  truck  it  out  toward  the  Battery  as  far  as  he  could 
get  it  and  there  leave  it  to  run  the  risk  that  Myers 
might  ever  succeed  in  reaching  it.  Then  got  upon  the 
top  of  the  Box  whence  to  have  a  survey  of  the  plain 
of  carts,  and  keep  a  bright  look  out  for  Myers.  Pres¬ 
ently  I  descried  him  in  the  distance  and  by  degrees 
he  came  inch  by  inch  to  where  I  and  the  Box  stood, 
waiting.  Much  management  and  skill  was  then  neces- 

*Hi$  future  wife. 
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sary  to  get  the  waggon  round  in  the  crowd,  and  to 
get  the  Box  on  board,  and  then  he  started  with  it,  and 
I  after  him  back.  Stopped  at  a  Brush  store  in  Pearl 
Street  and  bought  a  blacking  Brush:  then  crossed 
over,  after  passing  through  the  Fulton  market,  and 
picking  out  the  best  looking  Grocery  on  Fulton  Street 
went  in  and  ordered  a  bill  of  Groceries.  It  was  not 
however  a  first  rate  store  by  any  means,  but  made  to 
answer  for  this  time.  Looked  in  vain  for  an  outward 
stage,  and  walked  all  the  way  to  the  Navy  Yard  be¬ 
fore  one  came,  although  I  stopped  at  a  grocery  on 
my  way  and  bought  some  Hominy.  Arrived  here 
found  it  almost  4  o’clock  and  took  dinner  at  once. 
Beef  steak,  Potatoes  Bread  and  butter,  salt,  and  an 
apple!!!  This  short  horse  was  soon  curryed,  and  then 
went  to  work  and  opened  my  big  Box  and  distributed 
the  contents  to  my  drawers  and  Book  case, — a  trouble¬ 
some  tiresome  job,  and  one  that  is  now  well  over.  The 
pictures,  scrap  Books,  music  Box,  Bohemian  Glass  &c 
are  now  all  collected  here,  following  the  fortunes  of 
their  owner.  This  occupied  the  time  until  dark  and 
I  then  sat  down  and  read  the  Book  of  Regulations 
over  carefully.  It  was  now  6  o’clock  the  hour  selected 
for  the  evening  round,  and  the  visit  was  made.  Then 
read  over  the  Regulations  again  and  took  tea.  Started 
near  8,  to  go  down  to  Dr  Bache’s  but  found  his  gate 
locked.  Thence  down  to  the  gate  keepers  lodge,  and 
went  in  to  talk  a  while  to  "Lafferty”,  to  enquire  about 
Liquor  smuggling,  climbing  the  walls  &c,  and  to  tell 
him  to  report  to  me  whatever  he  might  see  amiss  in 
the  way  of  Police.  Back  here,  then,  to  write  up  these 
pages,  and  close  the  evening  with  a  little  anatomical 
reading.  To  bed  about  10,  pretty  tired. 

Weather  mild,  thawing  all  day  long,  and  thus  far  in 
the  night.  Wind  southerly  and  sky  for  the  most  part 
overcast,  sometimes  sunshiny.  Bar.  29.65— 
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Thursday  January  29th 

Awoke  about  7  o'clock  by  one  of  the  nurses  come 
to  ask  me  to  go  and  see  poor  Shaw,  who  he  thought  was 
dying.  When  I  reached  the  ward,  found  his  supposi¬ 
tion  true,  for  the  poor  fellow  answered  the  last  ques¬ 
tion  that  he  was  to  answer  in  this  world,  feeling 
"pretty  fair”  as  he  said.  When  I  had  bathed  and 
breakfasted,  and  shoveled  the  snow  off  the  roof  where 
it  was  leaking  through  into  the  matrons  store  Room, 
it  was  10  o’clock  and  I  took  the  round  of  the  wards, 
preparing  an  empty  one  for  the  drying  of  the  wet 
bedding.  Talked  to  Dr  Bache,  for  a  little  while,  and  on 
going  to  the  Dispensary  found  Dr  Hudson  there  the 
Fulton  having  come  in  with  the  store  ship  supply 
from  the  Pacific.  It  was  now  past  noon,  and  the 
groceries  I  had  bought  yesterday  not  having  arrived, 
I  left  word  at  the  gate  to  send  them  back  if  they  should 
come,  took  a  stage,  rode  down  to  Fulton  Street  and 
bought  a  lot  at  another  store.  Then  walked  to  the 
Navy  Yard,  to  the  Pursers  office  to  see  after  my  ac¬ 
count,  and  was  told  by  the  clerks  that  it  was  not  there, 
and  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  draw  any  money  until 
it  came  from  Phila.  and  through  Purser  Douglas  of 
the  Fulton.  This  was  annoying,  so  I  went  down  to 
the  wharf,  saw  Douglas,  found  it  had  not  been  sent 
to  him,  and  then  walked  back  to  the  Hospital  deter¬ 
mined  to  write  to  Phila  at  once.  Arrived  here,  I  found 
that  1 5  sick  men  had  just  come  up  from  the  supply, 
and  went  at  once  to  work  taking  up  7  as  my  share 
after  Dr  Burt  had  picked  out  his  cases,  and  directed 
me  what  to  do,  coming  out  completely  the  "senior” 
over  me.  While  engaged  in  preparing  wards  &c,  for 
nothing  was  ready,  the  death  of  poor  Shaw  was  re¬ 
ported  to  me.  He  died  about  2.  p.  m.  Took  dinner 
hastily  and  was  engaged  from  that  time  all  afternoon 
in  bedding  and  arranging  the  men,  and  in  bathing  a 
poor  sick  boy,  who  comes  in  an  almost  dying  condi- 
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tion.  Had  scarcely  time  to  put  my  groceries  off  the 
floor  into  a  closet,  before  tea,  and  the  evening  visit. 
This  was  not  yet  finished  when  I  was  sent  for  by  doc¬ 
tor  Burt  to  make  the  post  mortem  examination  of 
Shaw.  This  examination  (scrofulous  abscess  of  the 
posterior  part  of  the  liver)  and  writing  the  notes  of  it 
kept  me  busy  until  half  past  10,  when  I  passed  round 
the  wards,  and  took  a  look  down  at  the  Dead  House 
to  see  that  it  was  safe  from  fire,  and  then  came  to  this 
page.  Forgot  to  mention  that  after  dinner  a  Mr  some¬ 
body  came  to  see  the  site  and  arrangements  for  the 
steam  Engine  and  New  Laboratory  over  the  Pest  Hos¬ 
pital. — Have  now  to  write  two  official  letters,  one 
overdue,  reporting  my  having  reported  here  for  duty, 
and  the  other  to  Purser  McBlair  at  Phila  for  my  ac¬ 
count. 

Weather  cloudy  and  overcast  for  the  most  part, 
clear  at  times,  and  very  mild  throughout.  Snow  melt¬ 
ing  even  now  near  midnight. 

Friday  January  30.th 

As  soon  as  the  lonely  breakfast  was  over  went  up 
stairs,  and  occupied  the  time  until  half  past  10,  in 
examining  cases,  principally  those  that  came  in  yes¬ 
terday.  Had  not  finished  when  Dr  Bache  sent  for  me 
to  make  out  some  certificates  for  discharging  some 
four  or  five  men.  With  these  and  the  record  I  was  oc¬ 
cupied  until  dinner  time.  Dined  and  returned  at  once 
to  the  office,  and  there  wrote  as  long  as  I  could  see  to 
write,  in  the  case  Book,  getting  up  the  cases  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  long  one  of  poor  Shaw,  whose  funeral 
passed  the  window  while  I  was  at  work  at  his  case. 
Two  more  cases  on  hand  that  will  not  be  far  behind 
him  in  the  Dead  march.  Got  my  tea  about  dark,  and 
then  dressed,  and  borrowed  Dr  Burts  gate  key,  took 
a  stage  at  the  gate,  and  crossed  over  to  New  York. 
Walked  all  the  way  up  Broadway  in  search  of  a  proper 
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Blank  Book  that  I  wanted  for  a  case  Book.  Succeeded 
finally  in  getting  one  near  Canal  Street,  and  then 
walked, — almost  waded,  on  up  Broadway,  For  I  have 
never  seen  the  streets  in  a  worse  condition.  Went  to 
call  on  Miss  Thorne,  but  she  was  out.  Then  went  to 
DeMottes,  and  sat  an  hour  with  Mrs  DMotte.  Miss 
Eliza  did  not  make  her  appearance  being  "ill”.  She  is 
"ill”  rather  too  often  for  me!  Then  went  in  to  Zim¬ 
mermans  to  call  on  Mrs  Higgins,  and  found  her  look¬ 
ing  badly  indeed.  Should  hardly  recognise  her  as  the 
same  girl  I  saw  some  months  a  go  as  a  bride.  She  must 
have  wretched  health.  Wonder  if  she  is  unhappy.  This 
would  not  surprise  me.  She  said  almost  nothing  dur¬ 
ing  the  evening.  Higgins  has  gone  to  Washington. 
Sat  with  them  pleasantly  until  after  10,  talking  with 
Mr  Z.  and  then  left  for  my  long  journey  home.  Fully 
four  miles  I  should  say.  Niblos  had  just  broken  up 
and  I  could  get  no  stage  until  I  was  half  way  down 
Broadway.  Rode  home  and  arrived  about  half  past 
10.  Then  took  my  nightly  walk  round  and  retired. 

Weather  cloudy  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
and  threatening  change.  Mild  still  however.  No  freez¬ 
ing. 

Saturday  January  31st  1852. 

Arose  rather  later  than  usual,  my  watch  being  out 
of  order.  After  breakfast,  took  my  usual  round,  and 
then  went  to  the  office  to  write.  With  the  exception 
of  half  an  hour  at  dinner,  and  an  occasional  errand 
round  the  House,  have  sat  there  steadily  writing  up 
to  this  time.  During  the  morning  Lafferty  the  Gate 
Keeper  came  to  bring  me  a  key  to  the  front  gate,  and 
a  Key  to  Dr  Bache’s  wicket  gate,  for  the  former  of 
which  I  paid  him  62  cents  every  body  else  having 
probably  paid  him  the  same  sum  for  having  the  same 
key  made  for  them,  for  an  indefinite  number  of  years 
back.  I  think  I  have  the  measure  of  Laffertys  foot  al- 


413 


ready.  One  will  have  to  play  Jesuit  with  him,  for  he  is 
probably  a  great  rascal.  Dr  Bache,  and  Burt  also  oc¬ 
casionally  came  and  detained  me  from  my  writing 
through  the  day,  so  that  although  steadily  employed, 
did  not  accomplish  as  much  as  I  should  have  done. 

Am  however  now  very  tired  of  sitting  and  writing, 
and  beside  feel  sleepy.  So  will  retire,  it  being  after  10. 

Weather  raw,  blustery  and  rainy  all  day.  A  fine  rain 
falling  and  freezing  upon  everything  as  it  fell.  A 
most  raw  disagreeable  day  and  evening  throughout. 

Sunday  February  1st  18  52. 

After  the  usual  morning  duties  of  bathing  and 
breakfasting,  Took  the  now  usual  ward  tour.  This  oc¬ 
cupied  me  till  after  10,  and  then  the  Dispensary  direc¬ 
tions  for  half  an  hour  more.  Then  sat  down  in  the  of¬ 
fice  to  make  up  the  weekly  sick  Report  two  copies  of 
which  filled  the  time  until  2  o’clock  when  "Sewell” 
came  to  announce  the  banquet.  Ellen  makes  pretty 
good  soup  and  the  butcher  sends  pretty  good  pork 
tenderloins,  but  Ellen  was  "very  sorry”  she  forgot  the 
hominy  to  day.  After  dinner  returned  to  the  office  and 
attacked  the  case  Book  vigorously  and  wrote  steadily 
as  long  as  there  was  light  enough.  Then  took  tea  and 
the  evening  tour  and  returned  to  write  again  till  half 
past  9.  Have  had  a  famous  day  for  writing.  Dr  Bache 
has  not  been  here  to  pop  in  and  talk,  and  Dr  Burt  has 
only  come  in  two  or  three  times  and  then  his  stories 
were  not  of  his  longest  though  dry  enough  for  his 
dryest.  Got  the  cases  nearly  up,  thanks  to  this  com¬ 
bination  of  circumstances,  and  came  to  my  own  room 
here  at  half  past  9,  for  this  half  page.  Had  not  got 
fairly  started  upon  it  when  the  matron  came  to  tell 
me  that  the  scrubber  Mrs  Mulloy  was  "very  bad”. 
Went  to  see  her  and  gave  her  an  opiate,  returning  to 
this  closing  occupation. 

Weather  very  dreary  and  stormy,  but  whether  cold 
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or  not  I  do  not  know  for  have  not  had  my  nose  out¬ 
side  the  house.  During  the  morning  it  was  cloudy, 
and  I  think  drizzling  and  freezing.  After  dinner  com¬ 
menced  to  snow  from  the  westward,  and  continued 
till  evening.  Then  partially  cleared  and  the  moon 
shone  out  brightly.  Snow  only  amounts  to  half  an 
inch  or  less. 

Monday  February  2d  18  52. 

The  regular  morning  occupations  until  half  past 
10,  are  now  fixed,  probably  for  some  time  to  come, 
and  therefore  need  not  be  written  daily  here.  Every 
body  gets  up  nominally  at  7,  but  actually  at  a  quarter 
past, — shaves,  bathes  and  takes  his  breakfast.  It  is 
true  that  everybodys  breakfast  is  not  so  solitary  and 
lonely;  nor  consists  so  regularly  of  the  two  slices  of 
toast,  coffee,  and  the  slice  of  broiled  ham,  garnished 
every  third  or  fourth  day  by  the  yolk  of  the  egg  used 
in  clearing  the  coffee.  But  if  this  is  so  regular,  so  much 
less  should  it  be  written  daily.  Then  went  into  the 
office.  Made  out  the  duplicate,  and  triplicate  stewards 
Bills,  and  enclosed  them  for  the  mail.  Then  received 
an  interrupting  visit  from  Dr.  Burt,  and  after  it  a 
visit  from  Lafferty.  He  had  but  just  gone  out  when 
Sewell  came  to  say  that  he  had  fallen  down  the  north 
stairs  and  hurt  himself.  Hurried  to  him,  and  found 
the  old  man  stunned  and  a  good  deal  hurt.  Spent  an 
hour  or  more  with  him  getting  his  senses  collected, 
getting  him  down  to  the  lodge,  and  getting  him  made 
comfortable.  This  done  got  *  *  *  *  with  his  shovel 
and  axe,  and  went  onto  the  roof  to  clear  off  the  snow, 
and  try  to  remedy  a  leak  that  was  coming  into  one 
of  the  wards.  Found  the  leak  to  be  in  one  of  the  hot 
water  pipes,  and  had  to  send  for  old  McDonald  to 
come  and  "parcel  and  serve’’  it.  Then  had  some  en¬ 
quiries  to  make  of  one  of  the  patients,  to  answer  a 
letter  received  from  some  of  his  relations,  and  to  go 
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down  to  the  lodge  and  see  old  Lafferty  again.  Found 
he  had  broken  no  ribs  but  had  received  a  severe  shock 
and  bruises.  By  this  time  it  was  half  past  one,  the  time 
at  which  I  had  ordered  dinner  so  I  changed  clothes, 
took  dinner  hastily,  Dr  Burt  having  returned,  and 
went  to  the  navy  yard  to  try  to  get  some  money,  this 
being  pay  day.  The  vilainous  looking  old  purser  Todd 
absolutely  refused  to  give  me  what  was  due  me  be¬ 
cause  my  account  had  not  been  regularly  received 
through  Purser  Douglas  from  the  Philada  Yard.  Upon 
looking  on  this  old  man’s  bad  face  I  could  not  help 
feeling  a  certainty  that  if  I  could  only  decently  offer 
him  five  or  ten  per  cent  premium  I  might  get  any 
amount  of  government  money  that  I  wanted.  As  it 
is,  here  I  am  without  pay  or  emoluments,  and  must 
eat.  Came  back  disappointed,  and  sat  down  in  the  of¬ 
fice  and  wrote  there  all  afternoon.  Near  evening  Gil¬ 
pin  came  with  mail,  and  brought  me  a  letter  from 
Dr  Harris  of  the  21st  ulto.  that  had  been  adrift  some¬ 
where,  and  another  most  acceptable  one  from  Sam. 
White.  Had  not  finished  this  when  I  had  to  make  the 
evening  tour  of  the  whole  house  Dr  Burt  being  absent, 
and  Mr  Beatson,  the  apothecary,  wishing  to  go  out. 
Then  came  tea,  and  after  tea  came  Dr  Bache,  and 
we  had  a  long  sarsaparilla  talk  in  the  Dispensary.  Pre¬ 
pared  an  opiate  and  took  it  down  to  Lafferty  after 
Dr  Bache  had  left,  and  then  returned  to  occupy  the 
time  until  bed  time  with  this  page. 

Weather  today  has  been  fine,  with  a  fresh  westerly 
breeze,  a  beautiful  clear  sky  and  a  mild  sunshine, 
thawing  rapidly.  This  morning  the  trees  looked  beau¬ 
tiful  in  the  sunshine,  particularly  at  sunrise,  every 
twig  being  covered  with  a  sheath  of  brilliant  ice, 
sparkling  as  they  moved  like  diamonds.  The  frozen 
rain  that  covered  everything,  and  then  the  light  snow 
upon  that  has  made  the  sleighing  good  again  for  to¬ 
day,  but  probably  for  today  only. 
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Tuesday  February  3d  1852. 

After  the  usual  early  morning  occupations  passed 
an  hour  or  more  in  a  general  inspection  of  cells,  cel¬ 
lars,  and  out  of  the  way  holes  and  corners.  Then  was 
called  to  the  Laundry  to  see  how  the  water  pipes  were 
leaking  and  putting  out  the  fires  &c.  This  was  the 
opening  to  a  general  inspection  of  water  pipes.  Then 
out  onto  the  roof  to  get  the  snow  off  from  a  leaky  part. 
Filled  up  the  time  now  until  dinner  in  the  dirty  dusty 
superintendance  upon  clearing  out  two  vacant  wards, 
for  cleaning,  and  in  getting  a  little  order  established 
in  the  large  room  used  as  a  receptaculum.  Stacking 
up  Iron  bedsteads  and  separating  the  good  from  the 
bad.  Separating  articles  to  be  condemned,  and  getting 
them  to  gether,  with  other  similar  dirty  work.  Then 
dined.  After  dinner  went  onto  the  roof  again  to  clear 
away  the  melting  snow,  and  afterward  occupied  half 
an  hour  in  taking  a  general  survey  of  the  grounds 
around,  and  in  getting  some  idea  of  the  bearings  and 
distances  in  Brooklyn  and  New  York.  Came  down  and 
passed  round  the  house  and  down  to  see  old  Lafferty. 
On  coming  back  to  the  office  found  Gilpin  with  the 
mail  and  a  letter  for  me  from  Purser  McBlair  at  Phila, 
relating  to  my  account  which  he  says  was  sent  on  some 
time  ago.  After  tea  read  a  little  but  found  myself  too 
tired  and  drowsy  to  continue,  and  so  about  8  o’clock 
took  my  wicket  key,  and  after  a  visit  to  old  Lafferty 
went  down  to  Dr  Bache’s  to  call  on  the  ladies  Passed 
the  evening  until  10  talking  to  Mrs  B.  and  Miss  Cook, 
the  doctor  gone  to  bed.  Returning  about  10,  went  to 
bed. 

Weather  very  fine  overhead,  a  mild,  delightful  sun¬ 
shine  all  day,  melting  the  snow  rapidly.  Such  a  day  as 
one  likes  to  throw  up  the  window  sash  and  stand  to 
catch  the  pleasant  breezes. 
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Wednesday  February  4th 

After  the  early  occupations  was  engaged  in  the  of¬ 
fice  copying  letters,  and  copying  up  cases  for  a  couple 
of  hours.  A  half  hour  occupied  with  doctor  Bache  on 
duty  matters,  and  then  an  hour  wasted  listening  to 
Dr  Burts  long  dissertation  upon  his  own  merits,  and 
upon  the  folly  of  any  Board’s  examining  into  his 
qualifications  for  promotion  to  surgeon,  when  he  had 
so  long  and  so  well  done  the  duty  of  surgeon  in  the 
East  Indies.  Brought  all  his  commendatory  letters  for 
me  to  read, — three  in  number, — and  all  except  one 
very  passive  indeed.  Perfectly  harmless.  He  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  Dr  Rushenberger  asking  for  one,  such  as  might 
be  presented  to  the  Board,  and  in  answer  got  such  a 
one  as  is  so  excessively  mild  and  temperate,  that  I  am 
by  no  means  sure  that  it  will  not  do  him  harm.  Not¬ 
withstanding  Dr  R.  and  him  are  on  the  most  friendly 
terms,  and  the  doctor’s  private  letters  to  him,  he  says, 
take  an  altogether  different  tone.  Poor  Burt,  I  feel 
very  much  afraid  that  he  will  never  get  past  that 
Board,  and  the  blame  is  not  so  much  due  to  himself 
as  to  the  Board  that  ever  gave  him  entrance  into  the 
service.  He  is  certainly  as  inefficient  as  any  body  can 
possibly  be,  and  as  worthless  to  anybody,  himself  in¬ 
cluded,  but  yet  he  has  not  one  active  vice  worse  than 
tipling  without  anything  like  drunkenness,  and  his 
quarrelsome  disposition.  Before  he  came  in  Dr  Bache 
was  speaking  of  him,  and  saying  that  he  would  not 
give  him  a  letter  for  the  Board  that  would  do  him 
anything  but  harm,  and  that  therfore  he  would  give 
him  none  unless  asked  directly  to  do  it.  Burt  in  talk¬ 
ing  on  the  subject  said  he  would  never  condescend  to 
receive  a  letter  from  Dr  Bache  unless  it  was  volun¬ 
teered  by  the  doctor,  and  offered.  I  pity  his  poor  wife, 
and  think  it  among  my  good  fortunes  that  I  have  no 
wife  to  be  distressed  in  case  I  should  meet  the  fate  I 
am  anticipating  for  Burt.  For  I  do  feel  that  it  is  not  at 
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all  impossible  that  he  may  pass,  and  I  fail,  and  yet 
more  possible  that  both  may  fail.  When  I  went  in  to 
dinner,  saw  that  the  Fulton  had  arrived.  Hurried 
through  my  dinner  therefore,  changed  my  dress,  and 
hurried  down  to  the  Navy  Yard  to  see  Purser  Douglass 
in  regard  to  my  account,  for  if  my  eating  is  to  go  on 
I  must  have  money  from  some  source.  Purser  Doug¬ 
lass,  of  course,  had  gone  on  shore  when  I  got  there, 
and  even  the  defacto  purser,  that  is,  his  steward,  was 
not  to  be  found.  Went  then  to  the  Yard  Dispensary 
and  wrote  a  note  to  Purser  D.  enclosing  to  him  my 
orders  and  detachment,  and  certified  copies  of  each, 
and  sent  the  enclosure  by  "Patrick”  on  board  the 
steamer  Then  walked  down  to  the  Fulton  Ferry  and 
crossed  over  intending  to  take  tea  and  pass  the  eve¬ 
ning  at  Talmans.  Discovered  however  that  I  had  not 
brought  the  key  of  the  gate  with  me,  and  therefore 
after  depositing  my  watch  with  a  watch  maker  for 
repairs,  was  obliged  to  return,  not  without  getting 
splashed  all  over  by  the  most  filthy  condition  of  the 
streets.  I  certainly  never  have  seen  streets  in  so  bad  a 
general  condition  as  those  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York 
now  are.  Rode  up  in  a  stage  and  after  a  passing  visit 
to  old  Lafferty  came  home  to  tea.  After  tea,  and  the 
usual  evening  round  having  to  send  up  my  medicines 
myself  in  consequence  of  Mr  Beatson  the  apothecary 
being  absent,  received  a  visit  from  Dr  Burt,  in  which 
he  directed  me  to  take  charge  of  the  key  of  the  Liquor 
closet,  and  the  house  in  general,  for  that  he  should 
not  do  anything  more  tonight.  This  is  the  second 
time  today  that  he  has  assumed  the  "senior”  over  me, 
having  called  to  me  to  know  what  some  bedding  was 
doing  in  the  Hall,  and  to  say  that  it  should  not  be  left 
there  for  a  moment.  This  too  was  upon  my  side  of  the 
House.  Of  this  however  I  cannot  complain,  for  I  do 
all  sorts  of  things  upon  his  side  of  the  House  in  the 
way  of  Police  &c  Read  a  little  until  near  9,  and  then 
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commenced  a  letter  to  Sam  White  before  the  time 
for  this  page  and  for  retiring. 

Weather  again  delightful,  clear  mild  and  calm, 
Thawing  very  fast  even  in  the  shade,  and  dripping 
even  up  to  this  time.  Will  however  freeze  a  little  to¬ 
night. 

Thursday  February  5th  18  52. 

As  soon  as  the  usual  early  morning  occupations 
were  over,  made  an  appointment  with  Dr  Bache  to 
meet  him  at  the  Ferry  and  started  for  the  Navy  Yard 
to  see  purser  Douglass.  They  told  me  yesterday  to 
come  on  board  by  9  o’clock,  but  I  had  too  much  sense 
to  go  to  look  for  a  purser  on  duty  at  such  an  hour. 
Therefore  went  at  11.  Fie  had  not  come  yet  but  was 
"'expected  every  moment”.  With  imprecations  upon 
the  whole  worthless  corps,  from  a  mill  to  a  million  of 
dollars,  I  then  walked  down  the  omnibus  route  to  the 
Fulton  Ferry,  crossed  over,  and  waited  for  Dr  Bache. 
Fie  came  in  the  next  boat,  and  we  walked  up  Maiden 
Lane  to  a  Jewelry  acquaintance  of  his  where  I  pur¬ 
chased  this  gold  pen  with  which  I  am  now  writing. 
Then  leaving  Mr  Ward  we  passed  up  the  almost  im¬ 
passable  streets  to  Broadway  and  went  to  Milhan’s 
store.  Sat  and  talked  with  Mr  Milhan  for  some  time, 
looked  at  some  ingenious  new  gum  elastic  cupping 
apparatus,  and  then  I  left  them  and  returned  at  once 
to  the  Navy  Yard,  determined  to  wait  all  day  if  neces¬ 
sary,  in  order  to  see  purser  Douglass.  Fie  was  however 
on  board  when  I  got  there,  but  said  he  was  too  busy 
to  attend  to  it  then  but  promised  to  transfer  the  whole 
in  form  to  purser  Todd  tomorrow,  in  as  much  as  I 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  copy  and  certify  to  all 
my  orders,  ready  for  him  that  he  might  have  no  ex¬ 
cuse.  Then  went  to  Purser  Todd’s  office  and  left  my 
orders  to  this  hospital  with  his  clerk  Mr  Nixon,  in  or¬ 
der  that  there  might  be  no  delay  on  this  account.  It 
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was  now  near  2  o’clock  and  I  hurried  home  to  dinner. 
Coming  up  the  avenue,  I  saw  the  Plumbers  on  top  of 
the  house,  looking  at  the  leaks,  and  knew  I  was 
wanted.  Stopped  for  a  minute  or  two  with  old  Faf- 
ferty,  and  then  showed  the  plumbers  round  the  house 
that  they  might  see  the  miserable  condition  that  the 
pipes  and  roofs  were  in.  Then  took  dinner,  Ellen  hav¬ 
ing  made  me  a  capital  little  meat  pie  just  suited  to  my 
ravenous  appetite.  After  dinner  felt  tired  and  drowsy 
and  had  a  bad  headache,  so  sat  down  and  moped  for 
an  hour  or  two,  half  asleep.  Then  went  the  evening 
round  rather  earlier  than  usual,  took  my  tea  got  into 
an  upward  bound  stage,  and  rode  by  the  side  of  a 
drunken  woman,  up  to  the  Houston  Street  Ferry. 
Crossed  over,  took  a  stage  again  and  rode  to  Broad¬ 
way  and  Bleeker  Streets.  Thence  walked  round  to 
Talmans,  and  found  they  had  company  to  supper. 
Here  I  encountered  news  that  surprised  and  shocked 
me  very  much  indeed.  Upon  enquiring  after  Isaac 
Serrill,  the  main  object  of  my  visit,  feeling  badly  as 
I  did, — Mr  Talman  told  me  that  Isaac’s  mother, 
Friend  Serrill,  had  been  dead  more  than  a  week,  and 
buried  since  last  Sunday!  Could  scarcely  believe,  and 
could  not  realize  it.  That  she  whom  I  had  left  in  such 
full  health  on  Monday  evening  when  at  Mrs  Mitch¬ 
ells,  should  have  died  on  Wednesday  morning  seemed 
almost  impossible.  It  seemed  like  some  strange  dream, 
in  now  way  to  be  accounted  for  because  its  elements 
and  circumstances  were  so  far  from  any  waking 
thoughts  or  feelings.  And  what  a  lesson  to  all  of  us 
who  have  to  die.  She  seems  to  have  gone  to  bed  per¬ 
fectly  well,  waked  in  the  early  morning  with  pain, 
and  died  long  before  a  doctor  could  be  brought.  They 
could  not  believe  she  was  dead,  and  I  do  not  wonder 
at  it.  How  well  that  it  was  her  rather  than  some  of  us, 
to  be  called  thus  suddenly  to  the  final  account!  A 
pure  life,  the  humble  function  of  which  has  been  the 
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"cup  of  cold  water”  given  in  the  right  name  and 
spirit,  and  the  going  about  doing  good,  could  not  for 
her  sake  be  interrupted  too  suddenly,  for  the  sudden 
loss  to  us  is  as  sudden  a  gain  to  her.  On  her  behalf  there 
can  be  nothing  to  regret.  For  us,  oh  let  us  take  the 
awful  warning  and  be  better  prepared.  Her  lamp  was 
filled  and  burning.  The  Bridegroom  came  and  she 
went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage  feast.  We  are  of 
the  foolish  yet,  and  upon  many  of  us  if  he  had  come 
to  us  the  door  must  have  been  shut.  Let  us  rouse  then 
and  go  to  buy  oil  that  our  lamps  may  be  trimmed  like 
hers.  For  how  dark  it  is  when  this  Bridegroom  cometh! 
Who  can  see  him  coming  unless  his  lights  be  trimmed 
and  burning,  and  then  who  need  fear  that  the  door 
may  be  shut. — Another  piece  of  news  that  troubles 
me  much  is  that  one  of  aunts  little  girls,  was  so  ill  with 
Scarlet  Fever  that  she  could  not  go  to  the  funeral, 
though  which  of  the  children  it  was,  and  whether  in 
a  dangerous  condition  Wm  Talman  could  not  tell. 
How  strange  it  is  that  they  dont  write  to  me  and  tell 
me  of  these  things.  Remained  at  Talmans  to  tea, 
but  could  by  no  means  enjoy  it  or  the  company,  and 
sat  stupidly  until  after  9  o’clock,  and  then  came  home 
by  the  Fulton  Ferry  route,  and  went  at  once  to  bed. 
Finished  and  mailed  Sam.  White’s  letter  after  dinner. 

Weather  clear  fine  and  very  mild  all  day;  too  warm 
for  an  overcoat  in  the  morning,  and  only  cool,  not 
freezing  in  the  evening.  Snow  going  rapidly,  and  the 
ice  and  dirt  collected  rendering  the  streets  almost  im¬ 
passable  The  poor  stage  horses  seem  nearly  fagged  out. 

Friday  February  6th  18  52. 

Up  late,  and  after  the  early  morning  occupations 
wrote  a  letter  to  uncle  enquiring  how  they  all  are,  and 
why  I  was  not  informed  of  the  death  of  Friend  Serrill, 
and  the  illness  of  his  own  family.  This  letter  prepared 
for  the  mail  passed  most  of  the  morning  in  writing 
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up  cases,  in  talking  over  my  morning  memorandum 
with  Dr  Bache,  and  in  the  various  little  House  duties. 
Dined  as  usual  at  2,  and  after  dinner  occupied  the 
whole  afternoon  till  tea,  in  making  out  a  duplicate 
and  triplicate  of  a  large  Bill  of  Drugs, — in  copying  a 
letter,  and  in  putting  up  the  whole  package  for 
Washington  by  the  morning  mail.  In  the  morning  I 
served  out  the  monthly  requisition  of  the  men  and 
prepared  the  return  and  receipts  for  Purser  Pettit. 
After  tea  went  down  to  the  lodge  to  see  Lafferty,  and 
then  came  back  here  to  the  office  to  make  out  a  certi¬ 
fied  copy  of  my  detachment  from  the  Fulton  for 
Purser  Todd,  and  to  paste  my  orders  and  detachment 
in  my  letter  Book.  This  done  I  took  up  this  page,  and 
was  occupied  thus  until  near  9.  o’clock  when  a  little 
reading  finished  the  day.  Weather  cloudy  damp  and 
dull,  but  mild  all  day.  Drizzling  at  times  all  day,  but 
not  enough  to  clear  the  streets. 

Saturday  February  7th  18  52. 

The  early  occupations  over  as  usual,  and  the  notes 
written  up,  went  down  to  the  Navy  Yard  by  appoint¬ 
ment  to  purser  Todds  office  to  get  my  pay.  When  I 
reached  the  office  was  told  by  his  clerk  that  my  ac¬ 
count  was  probably  at  the  pursers  house.  That  he  had 
not  been  down  to  the  Yard  since  thursday,  but  that 
if  the  weather  should  be  fine  on  Monday  he  would 
probably  come  down,  for,  if  he  turned  out  when  the 
weather  was  damp  he  would  get  the  gout  worse. 
Here’s  a  government  accounting  officer,  as  a  specimen, 
one  in  charge  to  of  a  large  naval  station  where  there 
are  some  hundreds  of  men  employed.  Four  times  have 
I  been  to  see  another  of  the  corps  before  I  could  get 
my  account  transferred  to  this  office.  And  now  three 
times  to  this  office,  and  am  yet  without  the  pay  due 
me.  And  moreover  there  is  no  other  way  of  getting  it 
except  to  keep  on  going  until  all  circumstances  may 
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conspire  with  the  weather  to  bring  about  the  neces¬ 
sary  condition  of  things.  Disappointed,  I  returned 
home  and  after  a  little  writing  in  the  office  passed  the 
remainder  of  the  morning  till  3  o’clock  in  Dr  Bache’s 
room  going  over  the  allowance  Table,  and  ascertain¬ 
ing  the  prices  at  which  the  articles  might  be  furnished 
from  our  Laboratory.  Then  took  my  dinner  which 
had  stood  until  it  was  cold.  After  dinner  wrote  a  little 
in  the  office,  and  then  read  in  the  Dispensatory  until 
dark.  Took  tea  and  passed  around  the  house  at  6,  and 
then  went  down  to  see  old  Lafferty.  Back  home,  then, 
and  sitting  down,  read  John  F  Meigs  article  of  pul¬ 
monary  atelectasis.  It  was  now  coming  near  bed  time, 
and  this  page  took  up  the  quarter  of  an  hour  previous 
to  the  nightly  round  that  commonly  preceeds  the 
nightly  repose. 

Weather  clear  and  fine,  after  a  rainy  bad  night. 
Wind  shifted  during  the  day  from  south  west  to  N.  W. 
and  it  has  become  cooler  and  dryer  with  a  fresh 
breeze,  and  clear  sky  and  atmosphere. 

Sunday  February  8th  1852. 

The  usual  early  occupations  over  I  sat  down,  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life  to  draw  up  a  will  for  a  poor 
fellow  named  Thomas  Porter,  who  is  sensible  of  the 
near  approach  of  death.  He  is  in  a  condition  to  die 
almost  any  hour,  and  asked  me  this  morning  to  make 
his  will.  This  done  I  had  a  letter  to  write  for  another 
poor  fellow  whose  days  are  dwindling  to  the  shortest 
span.  Poor  Henry  Brothers!  Wrote  his  letter  for  him 
to  his  brother  in  North  Carolina,  and  added  a  post¬ 
script  at  the  bottom  to  say  that  they  must  never  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  Henry  again.  He  dies  a  martyr  to  improper 
treatment  and  improper  distribution  of  the  duties  on 
ship  Board,  having  contracted  a  consumption  that  is 
literally  galloping  him  off.  This  letter  prepared  for 
the  mail,  was  occupied  an  other  hour,  until  dinner 
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time  with  the  weekly  Report.  After  dinner  wrote  up 
my  cases,  and  then  went  into  the  Chapel  Library  and 
got  Roscoes  Memoirs  of  Benvenuto  Cellini,  which  I 
carried  to  my  room.  Soon  after  Mr  Beatson  came  to 
say  that  Mr  Chase  the  chaplain  was  come.  He  and  I 
then  went  up  to  Porters  ward,  and  had  his  will  prop¬ 
erly  signed,  and  witnessed  by  ourselves,  then  taken 
into  my  charge  to  be  kept  until  required.  Then  took 
the  chaplain  to  Brothers’  ward  and  left  him  to  tell 
Brothers  the  condition  in  which  he  was,  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  there  was  to  be  prepared  to  go.  This  I  have  wanted 
for  a  week  past  but  did  not  get  to  see  the  chaplain  last 
week.  Poor  Brothers  seemed  to  me  to  have  little  idea 
of  the  certainty  of  his  fate.  Returned  to  my  room  and 
read  until  Mr  Chase  came  down.  We  sat  then  talking 
over  the  cases  until  tea  time  when  he  left.  After  tea 
and  the  usual  round,  sat  down  with  Roscoe’s  amusing 
book,  and  with  it  passed  the  entire  evening  except 
the  time  for  a  visit  to  old  Lafferty.  About  half  past 
10,  walked  round  the  house  and  retired. 

The  day  has  been  fine  clear  and  cool,  with  a  clear 
westerly  wind,  and  the  mercury  high.  Freezing  tonight 
but  very  fine  weather. 

Monday  Feby  9th  18  52. 

Morning  duties  over  started,  and  after  a  call  to  see 
old  Lafferty  at  the  Lodge,  went  to  the  Navy  Yard, 
reaching  the  pursers  office  about  11.  Mr  S.  P.  Todd  had 
not  been  at  his  office  since  Thursday,  although  the 
weather  was  fine: — of  course  my  account  had  not 
come.  Immediately  started  for  his  house  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  a  conscience  that  would  rest  easy  under  a 
three  days  absence  from  business  for  which  it  received 
large  pay,  might  rest  easy  for  three  weeks  or  three 
years.  His  house,  No  74  Willoughby  Street  was  another 
long  walk,  and  when  I  reached  it,  was  told  he  had 
just  started  for  the  Navy  Yard.  Went  back  at  once, 
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and  sure  enough  there  he  was,  and  there  was  my  ac¬ 
count.  As  a  great  favor,  and  as  though  the  money  was 
presented  to  me  from  his  own  pocket,  I  then  was  paid 
up  to  the  first  of  the  month,  and  refused  one  cent 
more,  although  the  current  month  is  now  nearly  half 
gone.  This  business  luckily  over,  with  much  more 
trouble  and  annoyance  in  getting  the  pay  than  in 
earning  it,  I  crossed  over  to  New  York,  and  having 
this  time,  Dr  Mason’s  package  of  money  with  me, 
went  at  once  to  the  tailor’s  shop  of  Messrs  John  G. 
Wyman  &  Co.  and  paid  96  dollars  and  50  cents,  this 
being  the  amount  of  Dr  Masons  Bill  to  them.  Took  a 
receipt  on  a  letter  sheet,  and  sitting  down  at  the 
counter  of  the  shop  wrote  to  Mason  upon  the  sheet, 
enveloped  and  stamped  it  and  gave  it  to  one  of  the 
men  to  mail  for  me,  as  he  was  just  going  to  the  post 
office.  Then  came  back  to  Milhan’s  bought  some  soap, 
tooth  brush  and  Essences,  made  arrangements  for  hav¬ 
ing  any  poor  prescriptions  that  I  might  send  to  his 
store  put  up  cheaply  or  for  nothing,  and  then  went 
down  to  Wall  Street  where  I  bought  a  blank  book  for 
a  Register  of  Patients.  Thence  to  the  Ferry  and  across, 
up  to  Mr  Storys,  Grocery  where  I  ordered  some  gro¬ 
ceries  and  paid  for  them.  How  nicely  one  can  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  money!!  Home  in  a  stage  to  dine  at  half 
past  2.  After  dinner  wrote  a  little  in  the  office,  at¬ 
tended  to  some  matters  about  the  house,  and  then 
about  5  o’clock  took  the  evening  round  and  started 
to  cross  again  to  New  York.  Went  first  to  the  store 
of  Williams  Stevens  and  Williams,  in  Broadway  near 
Leonard  Street,  and  made  arrangements  for  having 
all  my  four  pictures  that  are  here,  framed.  Thence 
walked  up  Broadway  looking  for  cravats,  but  did  not 
get  suited.  Went  to  a  hair  dressers  in  Niblos  Build¬ 
ings  and  had  my  hair  cut.  By  this  time  it  was  8  o’clock, 
and  this  being  seasonable  for  a  visit  called  on  Miss 
Thorne  and  remained  pleasantly  until  10  o’clock.  Be- 
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tween,  waiting  and  walking  slowly,  got  half  way  down 
Broadway  before  a  Fulton  Ferry  Stage  came  by.  Then 
home  arriving  about  half  past  11,  in  bed.  Weather 
fine  clear  and  pleasant  all  day,  but  with  signs  of 
change.  Froze  a  little  last  night  and  again  tonight  is 
freezing,  but  not  hard.  One  wants  no  overcoat  in  the 
daytime. 

Tuesday  Feby.  10th  1852. 

Morning  duties  over  by  half  past  10,  found  Dr 
Bache  had  an  extensive  piece  of  writing  for  me,  no 
less  than  the  preparing  of  a  copy  of  the  Allowance 
table  with  a  list  of  the  prices  at  which  articles  can  be 
furnished  to  ships  from  this  Laboratory.  After  ruling 
the  form  for  this  table,  went  while  the  office  was  be¬ 
ing  swept  out,  down  to  see  Lafferty,  and  coming  back 
thence,  tied  up  my  pictures  to  send  over  to  New  York 
by  Gilpin.  Then  wrote  a  way  steadily  until  dinner 
time,  and  after  dinner  till  dark  again  at  the  allowance 
Table.  Then  stopping  to  rest  during  the  twilight  half 
hour  was  infested  with  Dr  Burts  fuddled  history  of 
his  money  arrangements  until  tea  time.  He  having 
got  a  dollar  out  of  me  today,  on  the  plea  of  having 
nothing  less  than  a  "'20  dollar  piece”  and  having  as 
I  suppose  gone  over  to  New  York  and  got  fuddled 
upon  it.  After  tea  and  the  usual  evening  round,  came 
again  to  the  office  to  enter  the  two  discharges  of  to¬ 
day  and  write  their  cases  up,  in  the  case  Book.  This, 
with  a  visit  to  old  Lafferty  at  gun  fire,  took  up  the  en¬ 
tire  evening  till  half  past  9,  when  this  half  page  now 
uses  up  my  fatigued  hand,  until  10  when  the  final 
round  of  the  house  is  to  be  an  introduction  to  a  sleep, 
and  a  good  bye  to  a  headache.  Forgot  to  mention  in 
place,  the  receipt,  this  morning  of  a  letter  from  Uncle 
Bonsai  telling  me  that  little  Sally  was  the  one  who  had 
scarlet  Fever, — that  she  was  better,  and  that  none  of 
the  rest  had  taken  it.  He  also  gives  some  account  of 
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Friend  Serrill’s  death.  Weather  cloudy,  gloomy,  mild 
and  disagreeable  all  day,  drizzling  rain  at  times,  par¬ 
ticularly  this  evening.  Thick  damp  fog  set  in  in  the 
late  afternoon,  and  still  continues  to  wet  and  envelope 
everything  without  rain,  of  consequence. 

Wednesday  Feby.  11th  18  52. 

Up  rather  later  than  common  this  dismal  rainy 
stormy  morning,  and  consequently  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  duties  were  not  finished  before  half  past  10.  Then 
Dr  Bache  came,  and  he,  Mr  Beatson  and  I  sat  down 
to  finish  my  long  paper  of  yesterday,  by  deducing  the 
prices  of  some  of  the  chemicals.  This  took  us  until 
dinner  time  steadily,  and  after  dinner  the  Dr  set  me 
at  another  still  longer  and  more  laborious  paper,  the 
getting  into  form  of  all  the  prices  paid  for  drugs  here 
since  1844.  At  this  he  helped  me,  and  we  worked  away 
hard  and  steadily  till  half  past  6,  when  we  both  left 
for  tea.  After  tea  and  the  usual  evening  round  came 
back  to  the  office  and  commenced  the  "fair  copy” 
for  Washington  of  the  account  in  preparation,  and  at 
this  fair  copy  worked  away  steadily  until  near  10, 
when  I  abandoned  it,  tired  enough,  for  this  page, 
and  the  usual  nightly  round  before  bed.  Received  this 
morning  a  very  acceptable  letter  from  Aunt  giving 
some  account  of  Friend  Serrills  death,  and  sure 
enough,  her  thoughts  upon  the  event  seem  to  have 
taken  the  same  channel  with  mine,  as  I  have  set  them 
down  here  on  the  evening  when  I  heard  of  it.  We 
both  apply  the  same  parable  of  the  "virgins”.  She  also 
gives  an  account  of  little  Sally’s  illness  from  scarlet 
fever,  &c. 

Weather  execrable  all  day.  Was  wakened  several 
times  during  the  night  and  morning  with  the  heavy 
rain  and  wind.  A  regular  southerly  gale.  During  the 
day  the  wind  abated^  but  it  continued  to  rain  in  show¬ 
ers  till  near  evening  when  it  cleared  except  for  a  fog. 
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This  evening  it  is  clear.  Mild  all  day.  The  rain  will 
do  much  good  in  clearing  the  streets.  Very  little  snow 
left  in  places  where  were  the  largest  drifts,  none  on 
level  ground.  Dr  Burt  has  had  a  mutiny  in  his  wing 
today,  and  a  great  time  with  one  W"  Murray  who  was 
to  have  murdered  the  whole  party.  Required  Dr 
Bache ’s  interference. 

Thursday  Feby  12th  18  52. 

As  soon  as  the  early  occupations  of  the  morning 
were  over,  including  the  writing  of  the  cases.  Sat  down 
with  Dr  Bache,  in  continuation  of  our  yesterdays 
job  of  going  over  the  Bill  Book  and  abstracting  prices. 
This  was  finished  by  dinner  time,  and  after  dinner  I 
commenced  the  condensation  of  these  Bills  and  prices 
into  the  form  of  the  allowance  Table  and  by  tea  time 
had  them  nearly  finished  transcribing.  Should  have 
had  them  entirely  done,  had  not  the  matron  come  in 
with  a  long  report  and  statement  of  troubles,  diffi¬ 
culties  and  irregularities,  in  which  she  succeeded  in 
fully  impressing  me  with  her  want  of  energy  and 
force  of  character,  in  the  management  of  her  women. 
She  is  a  good  soul,  but  not  at  all  adapted  to  her  place. 
Took  tea  about  6, — then  the  evening  round, — then 
a  row  with  Dr  Burt,  all  the  trouble  however  being 
on  his  part.  Thought  I  had  the  proper  measure  of  his 
foot,  and  now  tried  it  on.  He  talked  very  ill  naturedly, 
and  seemed  to  consider  himself  a  very  illy  used  great 
man.  Made  no  reply  whatever,  except  that  I  intended 
to  do  exactly  as  I  had  done,  and  whenever  anything 
demanded  attention,  whether  on  his  side  of  the  House 
or  mine,  I  should  attend  to  it,  in  as  much  as  Dr  Bache 
had  given  me  authority  to  do  so.  And  that  as  to  not 
receiving  reports, — being  subordinate  to  him,  Burt, 
and  all  that, — it  was  to  have  very  little  effect  on  me 
one  way  or  the  other.  In  short  I  tried  play  "moon”  to 
his  'Tittle  dog”  and  to  keep  steadily  going  on,  not 
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much  troubled  by  his  barking.  About  half  past  6, 
started  for  New  York.  Took  a  stage  to  Fulton  Ave¬ 
nue,  and  there  stopped  at  Story’s  the  grocer,  to  make 
a  few  purchases.  Thence  walked  down  to  the  ferry 
through  the  snow,  crossed  over,  and  went  to  Kline 
the  watchmaker’s  to  get  my  watch.  This  done  walked 
all  the  way  up  Broadway  and  8th  St.  to  Mr  Carville’s, 
No  12  St  Marks  Place.  Here  Mr  C.  introduced  me  to 
his  daughters  Miss  Carville,  (Sarah  I  believe,)  and 
Miss  Julia  Margaret  Carville.  With  these  I  spent  a 
very  pleasant  evening  for  a  nascent  acquaintance,  un¬ 
til  about  half  past  10.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  conver¬ 
sation,  and  some  very  good  artificial  music.  Miss  C. 
is  quite  proficient  in  playing,  but  adopts  the  forced 
style  of  a  bad  but  very  fashionable  and  extravagant 
master.  To  know  whether  anyone  plays  with  what  I 
consider  taste, — and  to  know  whether  a  player  has 
any  originality  of  style  or  feeling  it  is  only  necessary 
to  get  them  to  play  a  common  ding,  dong,  polka.  If 
there  is  any  of  the  true  spirit  of  music  in  the  soul  it 
will  come  out  when  any  young  lady  plays  her  favorite 
polka,  and  as  this  spirit  of  music  does  not  depend  al¬ 
together  upon  education  or  cultivation  as  such,  it  is 
better  got  at  from  behind  a  little  piece  that  does  not 
require  any  distracting  mechanical  skill.  This  Miss 
Carville  seems  a  very  pleasant  sensible  girl,  and  fully 
appreciating  Mr.  C’s  kindness  and  hospitality,  I  highly 
prize  this  new  acquaintance  with  his  family.  Mrs  C. 
was  so  ill  as  to  be  confined  to  her  room.  Left  about 
half  past  10,  with  a  very  kind  invitation  to  return  as 
soon  and  frequently  as  I  shall  find  agreeable.  Walked 
down  to  the  Fulton  Ferry,  crossed,  and  finding  no 
stage  to  start  for  some  time  walked  all  the  way  home, 
— a  dark  lonesome  walk, — arriving  about  midnight. 
Round  my  part  of  the  house  only,  and  then  to  bed, 
very  sleepy,  but  not  tired,  and  much  the  better  for 
the  six  miles  of  exercise.  Weather  clearing  off  blustery 


430 


and  cold  in  the  morning  early  continued  cool,  and 
partially  clear  all  day.  The  sun  obscured  but  not  by 
rain  or  snow  clouds.  In  the  evening  about  7  there 
was  a  spit  of  snow  for  half  an  hour,  when  it  cleared 
off  bright  starlight.  Cold  enough  to  freeze  smartly 
tonight.  Wind  west  by  north  about. 

Friday  February  13th  18  52. 

Morning  duties  over  had  a  cold  task  in  arranging 
and  marking  those  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  keys  that 
could  be  found.  Then  came  to  work  at  my  table  of 
comparative  prices,  at  which  medicines  have  been 
furnished  by  New  York  druggists,  and  may  be  fur¬ 
nished  from  this  Laboratory;  this  paper  intended 
when  finished,  for  the  Bureau.  Worked  busily  at  it  all 
morning  until  finished,  and  then  went  over  it  with  Dr 
Bache.  Then  took  a  list  for  him  of  the  articles  of  un¬ 
certain  price.  Then  dined,  and  then  we  went  over  the 
allowance  table  together,  selecting  articles,  that  should 
be  removed  from  it,  and  substituting  and  changing 
the  number  of  others  that  have  overlived  their  genera¬ 
tion.  This  occupied  nearly  the  whole  afternoon,  and 
finally  I  sat  down  with  the  New  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
read  through  the  dusk  of  evening  until  tea  time.  After 
tea  and  the  evening  round  told  Dr  Burt  I  was  going 
out  but  this  time  he  came  to  be  superior  officer  over 
me  in  a  way  that  I  could  not  remember  that  is  he  told 
me  he  was  going  himself, — to  make  some  purchases 
previous  to  his  start  for  Philada.  tomorrow.  Dr  Bache 
and  I,  congratulated  ourselves  this  afternoon  on  see¬ 
ing  his  packing  up  preparations  &c,  in  the  hope  that 
he  would  never  come  back.  Sat  down  in  the  office  with 
the  Pharmacepoeia,  and  with  it  and  this  page  passed 
the  evening  till  bed  time  at  10,  after  the  usual  late 
round.  Weather  clear  and  cold  in  the  morning.  To¬ 
ward  noon  clouded  over,  and  several  showers  of  snow 
fell  not  amounting  to  much  until  toward  evening 
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when  it  began  to  snow  fast  and  continued  till  after 
dark,  covering  the  ground  again,  but  only  to  half  an 
inch  or  less, — before  it  is  entirely  clear  of  the  last 
snow.  Now  however  it  has  ceased  snowing  but  still 
remains  cloudy.  I  so  seldom  get  letters  that  I  forgot 
to  mention  the  receipt  this  morning  of  a  short  pleas¬ 
ant  one  from  Harry  Avery. 

Saturday  February  14th  18  52. 

Was  awakened  this  morning  at  6  o’clock  by  the 
ringing  of  Dr  Burt’s  bell,  and  found  I  had  passed  a 
rather  cold  night.  Morning  duties  over, — and  these 
were  of  the  whole  House  now  that  Dr  Burt  is  gone, — 
sat  down  and  over  hauled  the  notes  of  his  cases  in 
order  to  get  some  insight  into  them,  as  I  must  now 
take  them  up  for  treatment.  It  was  by  this  time  noon, 
for  the  going  round  the  whole  house  takes  a  good  long 
time.  Then  sat  down  to  answer  Harry  Averys  face¬ 
tious  letter  facetiously.  While  thus  engaged  Dr  Bache 
came  in,  and  said  he  had  just  got  up,  having  been  out 
late  at  a  St  Valentines  eve  Ball  or  party,  we  talked 
awhile,  went  over  a  list  of  labels  that  was  in  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  got  it  arranged  so  that  I  could  copy  it  for 
the  printer.  By  this  time  my  dinner  was  ready  and 
getting  cold  while  the  doctor  talked  on.  Finally  when 
it  had  become  entirely  cold  he  started  at  half  past  two, 
and  I  dined.  After  dinner  came  to  the  office  and  wrote 
a  letter  to  Aunt  Bonsai  in  answer  to  hers  of  the  day 
before  yesterday.  This  done,  went  to  work  and  copied 
off  the  list  of  labels,  correcting  the  names  from  the 
Pharmacopoeia.  This  occupied  the  time  fully  until 
dark,  and  tea  time.  After  tea  took  the  evening  round, 
and  found  a  job  of  cupping  which  occupied  me  until 
after  9  o’clock.  Then  examined  some  bottles  for  put¬ 
ting  our  chemicals  in  without  finding  a  good  one,  and 
finally  came  here  and  finished  the  day  with  a  little 
reading  in  the  pharmacopoeia,  and  with  this  page 
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until  the  time  for  my  usual  late  police  round  before 
going  to  bed.  Weather  cloudy  and  snowing  at  times 
all  through  the  night  and  day.  Sleighs  are  going  again 
merrily,  there  being  I  should  think,  a  level  of  some 
three  or  four  inches  of  snow.  This  evening  it  cleared 
off  and  is  now  starlight  and  clear  with  a  Barometer 
rising  rapidly.  The  snow  storm  came  from  the  north 
east,  and  the  snow  is  drifted. 

Sunday  February  15th  18  52 

Morning  occupations  as  usual  until  near  11.  Then 
with  Dr.  Bache  arranging  and  recopying  the  list  of 
Labels  to  be  printed.  Thus  wrote  until  dinner  time. 
After  dinner  made  up  the  weekly  report,  and  then 
after  a  visit  to  old  Lafferty  Dr  B  and  I  were  engaged 
with  the  conclusion  of  the  abstract  of  prices,  and 
comparative  list,  until  tea  time.  After  tea  sat  down 
and  occupied  the  evening,  after  the  usual  round,  until 
near  10  o’clock  in  a  long  letter  to  Miss  Charlotte  Pear¬ 
sall.  This  was  done  under  difficulties,  and  must  be  a 
stupid  letter,  for  I  had  a  cracking  headache.  When 
it  was  ready  for  the  mail  went  at  once  to  bed. 

Weather  clear, — and  more  than  this  I  hardly  know 
for  have  not  been  farther  then  Lalfertys  lodge  to  day. 
Cool  but  not  very  cold. 

Monday  February  16th  18  52. 

Morning  duties  over  by  11.  Then  finished  the  ab¬ 
stract  of  prices  for  the  Bureau.  Wrote  and  copied  the 
letter  to  accompany  it,  from  Dr  B’s  sketch,  and  then 
prepared  them  for  the  mail.  This  and  some  farther 
writing  and  talking  brought  dinner  time  and  two 
patients  from  Dr  Guillon  on  board  the  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  After  dinner  had  then  to  place  in  wards,  and  see 
beds  prepared  for  them,  and  then  to  examine  and  enter 
their  cases.  This  done  there  was  a  bottle  of  one  of  Mr 
purser  Todds  secretions  to  analyse  an  occupation  that 


433 


filled  up  the  time  till  tea.  After  tea  and  the  evening 
visit,  came  in  the  office  to  write  a  letter  for  Dr  Bache’s 
sketch,  upon  changes  in  the  allowance  Table,  and  by 
the  time  that  was  done  it  was  half  past  7.  Dressed  my¬ 
self  then,  and  after  a  visit  to  Lafferty,  went  down  to 
Mr  Bretts  in  Hicks  Street,  and  passed  the  evening 
there  until  near  10,  hearing  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
death  of  one  of  Mrs  Jones’  little  girls.  Fanny,  whose 
clothes  caught  fire  and  she  was  so  burned  as  to  cause 
her  death  in  about  a  week.  This  poor  little  Fanny  was 
christened,  and  Mr  Jones  gave  a  great  dinner  upon 
the  occasion,  a  day  or  two  before  our  Brig  Perry  left 
Rio  Janeiro  on  my  first  cruise.  Here  are  the  brig  Perry 
and  I  as  of  old,  but  little  Fanny  has  come  and  gone 
like  a  dream. 

Walked  home  here  and  arrived  by  half  past  10, 
passed  round  the  house  outside  and  in  and  went  to  bed 
feeling  much  the  better  of  my  walk  in  the  open  air. 

Weather  clear  cool  and  pleasant  all  day,  but  melt¬ 
ing  all  the  snow  rapidly.  This  evening  it  is  freezing 
again  pretty  hard. 

Tuesday  February  17th.  18  52. 

Morning  duties  as  usual  round  the  house  until  about 
11,  having  the  new  patients  to  examine.  Then  doctor 
Bache  kept  me  talking  or  rather  listening,  about  the 
Yellow  Fever  in  the  Brandywine  at  Rio,  for  half  an 
hour.  This  done,  for  it  is  a  common  occupation,  had 
to  copy  and  prepare  for  the  mail  the  lists  of  changes 
proposed  for  the  allowance  table,  and  finish  the 
microscopical  part  of  yesterdays  analyse.  Then  had 
some  work  going  on  in  the  way  of  cleaning,  up  stairs, 
to  superintend.  A  man  came  to  measure  the  stone 
copping  of  the  roof  and  I  had  to  go  onto  the  top  of 
the  house  with  him.  Old  McDonald  the  carpenter 
with  some  convalescents  were  at  work  putting  up 
shelving  in  the  new  Laboratory  over  the  Small  Pox 
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Hospital,  and  had  to  look  after  that  &c.  Then  came 
dinner,  and  after  dinner  the  cases  were  to  be  written 
up,  and  some  pus  examined  under  the  microscope. 
Then  sat  down  to  look  over  a  work  on  the  microscope 
brought  me  by  Dr.  B.  and  with  this,  the  pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  and  Mr  St.  John  and  a  visit  to  Lafferty  passed 
the  time  till  tea.  Then  after  the  usual  round,  came 
to  the  office,  and  sitting  down  there  finished  a  cursory 
review  of  the  new  pharmacopoeia,  and  examined  some 
references  with  regard  to  some  of  my  difficult  cases, 
trying  to  fix  upon  some  good  treatment.  In  this  was 
interrupted  by  a  call  to  poor  Henry  Brothers,  who  is 
dying  of  consumption,  and  very  much  frightened 
and  very  nervous  as  he  approaches  his  end.  Without 
being  able  to  relieve  him  except  to  calm  his  mental 
disturbance,  I  had  to  stand  beside  him  for  half  an 
hour,  and  then  could  only  get  away  by  a  promise  to 
come  to  him  again  at  10  the  usual  hour  of  my  last 
round,  and  come  at  any  time  he  should  send  for  me 
during  the  night.  So  I  have  the  prospect  of  a  disturbed 
night  without  a  possibility  of  being  of  any  service. 
He  and  Porter  seem  to  be  approaching  eternity  very 
rapidly,  and  yet  both  cling  to  life  with  surprising 
tenacity.  It  is  really  singular  that  any  one  in  Porters 
condition  could  ever  have  arrived  at  it  living,  and 
Brothers  is  now  breathing  perhaps  75  times  in  the 
minute,  with  a  pulse  that  cannot  be  counted.  When 
I  could  get  to  leave  him  came  to  the  office  here  to  this 
page,  and  it  is  now  past  10  o'clock.  Therefore  must 
close  the  day  with  a  final  journey  through  this  large 
house.  In  this  excursion  last  night  found  the  men  in 
the  syphilitic  ward  had  been  smoking  pipes,  and  there¬ 
fore  this  morning  had  to  take  away  their  clothes,  and 
lockers,  and  deny  them  lights  during  the  evenings,  as 
a  punishment  and  preventive  against  recurrence. 
Weather  clear  and  cool, — cold — all  day.  So  cold  that 
I  discovered  it  in  the  house,  and  had  to  light  another 
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furnace  to  warm  the  house.  Freezing  hard  tonight, 
although  it  thawed  in  the  sunshine  all  day. 

Wednesday  Feby.  18th  18  52. 

Morning  occupations  prolonged  by  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  two  new  patients,  so  that  it  was  after  1 1  be¬ 
fore  they  were  finished.  Then  Dr  Bache  announced 
his  determination  of  going  over  the  house,  and  we 
started  at  the  garrets,  and  went  to  the  cellars.  This 
inspection  occupied  us  until  dinner  time.  After  din¬ 
ner  came  to  my  room  to  put  up  my  pictures  that  had 
been  sent  over  this  morning  framed  very  nicely.  Flad 
not  finished  this  arranging  and  hanging  them  up  when 
the  Doctor,  Mrs.  Bache,  Miss  Cook,  and  Doctor  Pot¬ 
ter  came  to  my  door.  They  passed  the  remainder  of 
the  daylight  with  me,  looking  at  my  curiosities. 
About  dark  took  doctor  Potter  up  to  see  his  servant 
boy, — the  errand  upon  which  he  had  come.  When  he 
had  gone  took  tea,  and  the  usual  evening  visit.  Then 
dressed  myself,  went  down  to  the  doctors  to  see  if  he 
was  going  to  remain  at  home,  that  I  might  take  my 
lungs  out  walking.  Stopped  a  few  minutes  then  to 
see  old  Lafferty,  and  then  walked  down  to  Mr  Bretts. 
Thence  Mrs  Brett  went  round  with  me  to  show  me 
Mr  Jones’  in  Clarke  Street,  and  here  I  passed  the  even¬ 
ing  until  10  oclock,  among  very  old  and  hospitable 
friends.  Found  my  friends  the  children  much  grown, 
and  my  old  flame  Mrs  Supportus  somewhat  altered, 
Not  being  so  fleshy  or  so  fresh  looking.  Being  married 
and  having  two  children  neither  more  than  1 6  months 
old,  is  not  the  best  thing  to  preserve  the  appearance  of 
youth  or  beauty.  Leaving  about  10,  and  forgetting 
my  overshoes,  walked  home  with  Mrs  Brett,  and  then 
home  here  to  take  my  usual  nightly  round  and  repose. 

Weather  fine,  clear  and  cold.  Thawing  in  the  sun, 
but  freezing  hard  tonight. 
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Thursday  Feby  19. 

Nurse  Silcox  woke  me  at  6  o’clock  to  say  that  poor 
Porter  was  dying,  having  lost  the  powers  of  speech 
and  deglutition.  Arose  about  7,  and  on  going  to  see 
him,  found  that  he  was  soon  to  be  fortunately  re¬ 
leased  from  suffering.  Had  passed  round  and  break¬ 
fasted,  and  was  writing  the  prescriptions  in  the  dis¬ 
pensary  when  at  quarter  past  9,  Porter  was  reported 
dead,  sent  the  report  to  Dr  Bache  and  going  to  the 
office  wrote  the  certificate  and  records  of  the  case,  and 
commenced  the  case  in  the  case  Books.  Dr  Bache 
came  in  and  brought  my  order  for  examination.  It 
appeared  that  until  he  wrote  to  Washington  about  it, 
I  had  been  entirely  forgotten,  and  should  have  been 
passed  over.  Dr  B.  now  wrote  to  Dr  Dillard  to  know 
when  I  should  be  wanted  by  the  Board.  Then  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  receipt  of  my  permission  or  order  to 
present  myself  before  the  Board  and  Dr  B.  having 
endorsed  it,  enclosed  it  with  the  certificate  of  Porters 
death,  to  captain  Salter.  Dr  Bache  then  left  and  I 
sat  down  and  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  morning 
till  dinner  in  copying  off  Porters  case  into  the  case 
Book  from  my  notes.  Then  dined  off  the  luxury  of  a 
roast  chicken,  and  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over  changed 
my  dress,  went  to  the  Dead  house,  and  made  the  Post 
mortem  of  poor  Porter,  this  being  my  final  duty  to¬ 
ward  him  except  the  going  to  his  funeral.  When  I  re¬ 
turned  from  the  Dead  House  I  found  Dr  Burt  had 
returned  with  his  family.  The  remainder  of  the  even¬ 
ing,  before  and  after  tea  and  the  evening  round,  were 
entirely  occupied  with  notes  of  the  post  mortem,  and 
in  finishing  the  copying  of  the  case.  Then  this  page, 
and  the  customary  visit  are  now  to  close  the  day  at 
half  past  10,  a  visit  to  old  Lafferty  in  the  evening 
included. 

Weather  again  very  clear  and  fine,  but  cold.  Did 
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not  thaw  much  today,  except  in  the  broadest  sunshine, 
and  tonight  it  is  freezing  very  hard. 

Friday  Feby  20th  1852. 

Occupations  of  the  morning  protracted  by  the  suf¬ 
fering  condition  of  poor  Naudweck,  whose  bad  lungs 
have  within  a  day  or  two  been  attacked  with  some¬ 
thing  like  pneumonia.  He  is  now  evidently  "in  ex¬ 
tremis”,  and  two  others;  Brothers  and  Dow  not  much 
behind  him.  All  requiring  a  great  deal  of  attention. 
After  writing  up  the  cases,  and  talking  to  Dr  Bache 
for  some  time  asked  him  to  go  up  with  me  to  see  poor 
Naudweck,  literally  dying  for  want  of  breath.  Found 
he  could  suggest  nothing  likely  to  be  of  much  avail. 
Then  had  some  of  Dr  Burts  patients  to  change  over 
to  my  side  of  the  house  by  Dr  Bache’s  direction,  be¬ 
fore  Dr  Burt  came  on  duty  again.  So  that  now  I  have 
seventeen  of  the  cases  and  he  five  or  six.  Then  went 
to  work  and  made  out  a  will  for  poor  Brothers,  at  his 
request,  and  this  occupied  the  time  until  dinner.  While 
dining  received  a  message  from  Naudweck  to  come  to 
him  and  went.  Said  he  wished  to  make  out  his  will  as 
he  felt  that  his  time  had  come.  I  took  note  of  his  wishes, 
gave  him  some  stimulant  medicine,  finished  my  din¬ 
ner,  and  then  made  the  will,  the  second  today.  When 
it  was  finished,  it  was  near  three  o’clock,  the  hour  for 
Porters  funeral,  and  Mr  Chase  the  Chaplain  had  come 
to  officiate.  Sent  for  him  to  go  with  me,  first  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  two  wills,  knowing  there  was  little  time  in 
Naudwecks  case.  We  went  to  Brothers  first,  and  had 
just  finished  the  signing  and  witnessing  of  his  will, 
when  a  message  was  sent  for  me  to  come  to  Naudweck. 
Mr  Chase  and  I  went  at  once,  and  found  old  Thomp¬ 
son  just  laying  him  back  on  the  pillows  in  a  dying 
condition.  Mr  Chase  left  the  room  at  once,  and  there 
I  stood  with  the  unsigned  will,  and  pen  and  ink,  while 
the  testator  gradually  and  quietly  breathed  his  last. 
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The  will  was  too  late!  Death  won  the  race!  Death! 
Who  shall  have  victory  over  Death?  What  an  awful 
thing  it  is  to  die.  What  an  awful  thing  to  witness 
death.  As  soon  as  the  last  breath  of  Naudweck  was 
over,  hurried  down  stairs,  to  the  Chapel  where  Mr 
Chase  was  waiting  for  me.  The  long  service  for  the 
burial  of  the  dead  was  then  read  in  the  Chapel  and 
then  Mr  C.  and  I  preceeded  poor  Porter  to  his  grave, 
and  so  his  Chapter  in  the  book  of  this  life  is  closed 
forever.  Returned  and  went  to  work  at  once  to  make 
out  the  certificates  and  Record  of  Naudweck,  clos¬ 
ing  his  account  in  all  our  Books,  and  commencing  to 
copy  off  his  case  in  the  Case  Book.  Worked  steadily 
until  dark,  then  took  tea,  and  dressed  myself  for  a 
walk,  to  get  free  for  a  little  from  the  atmosphere  of 
suffering  and  death.  Stopping  to  see  old  Lafferty 
walked  down  the  Fulton  Ferry  and  here  met  doctor 
Guillon  with  whom  I  talked  until  we  parted  on  the 
other  side.  Walked  up  Broadway  and  to  Talmans. 
Found  them  out,  and  thence  went  to  Dr  Johnsons 
to  call  on  Chas  Zimmerman  and  his  wife;  they  were 
there  by  accident  only,  having  changed  their  quarters 
round  to  Zimmermans  in  8th  St.  Remained  with  them 
until  about  10  o’clock  and  then  walked  to  the  Ferry 
again.  Just  missed  the  Boat,  and  found  by  experiment 
that  half  a  dozen  raw  oysters  just  filled  up  the  time 
till  another  Boat.  Rode  home  from  the  Brooklyn  side, 
arriving  about  1 1  or  a  little  later.  As  I  came  in  heard 
sounds  which  made  me  say  to  myself,  there  is  some  one 
else  in  a  delirium  to  precede  the  pale  house.  But  soon 
found  it  was  music  and  not  delirium, — That  there 
was  singing  and  merriment  in  the  room  of  Mr  Beat- 
son  the  apothecary.  Took  my  usual  late  round  in  part 
only  and  went  to  bed,  feeling  the  better  for  my  long 
walk. 

Weather  fine  clear  and  very  cold.  Scarcely  thawed 
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the  sheltered  sunshine  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and 
is  now  freezing  hard. 

Saturday  February  21st  18  52. 

Occupations  of  the  morning  as  usual,  and  then  after 
writing  up  the  cases  in  my  own  room  for  the  sake 
of  the  fire,  went  down  to  the  Dead  house,  and  was 
employed  there  until  near  one  o’clock  making  the 
post  mortem  examination  of  poor  Naudweck.  Never 
have  I  seen  or  imagined  so  curious,  and  bad  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  lungs,  and  we  were  all  three  doctors  interested 
there  during  the  whole  time,  puzzled  to  know  how 
he  should  possibly  have  lived  so  long  under  such  a 
condition  of  both  lungs.  During  the  time  thus  em¬ 
ployed  I  had  the  misfortune  to  cut  myself  and  half 
an  hour  was  occupied  in  taking  care  of  the  wound, 
not  however  likely  to  be  dangerous  in  such  weather 
and  under  the  circumstances.  When  I  had  finished  the 
examination  I  went  to  work  and  for  the  sake  of  prac¬ 
tice  performed  the  operations  of  taking  up  almost  all 
the  arteries  of  the  body,  getting  knowledge  from  the 
dead  to  be  applied  to  the  living.  This  done  it  required 
an  hour  to  get  my  hands  clean.  Then  wrote  a  certifi¬ 
cate  on  the  back  of  Naudwecks  unsigned  will,  to  give 
it  validity,  and  enclosed  the  certificates  of  his  death 
to  Capt.  Salter.  Read  a  letter  then  from  Dr  Dillard  to 
Dr  Bache,  telling  him  that  the  Board  of  Examiners 
would  want  me  in  Philada  about  the  middle  of  next 
week.  Now  sat  down  to  write  out  Naudwecks  case 
and  the  notes  of  the  post  mortem,  and  wrote  busily 
until  dinner  time,  or  two  o’clock,  having  directed  my 
dinner  to  be  deferred  until  the  funeral  was  over  at 
2  o’clock.  Mr  Chase  was  late  at  his  appointment  so 
we  did  not  get  through  the  funeral  service  in  the 
Chapel  till  near  3.  This  was  fortunate,  for  the  only 
friend  who  came  to  follow  poor  Nauweck  to  the 
grave  arrived  just  before  we  started.  The  Chaplain  and 
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I  in  advance  of  the  bier,  and  this  one  friend  coming 
after.  These  are  our  funerals  here.  When  it  was  over 
took  my  dinner,  and  then  went  to  work  copying  up 
the  case  and  the  post  mortem.  Wrote  thus  until  it 
was  quite  dark;  then  took  tea,  passed  round  the  wards, 
and  wrote  here  until  8  o’clock.  Then  a  visit  to  old 
Lafferty  and  then  down  to  Dr  Bache’s.  Here  there 
were  some  gentlemen  company,  and  the  Dr.  was  hav¬ 
ing  his  game  at  cards  in  the  dining  room.  Mrs  B.  and 
Miss  Cook,  with  a  Mr  VanDusen  were  in  the  parlor. 
Sat  with  them  for  some  time.  Took  some  supper,  heard 
Mrs  Bache  sing  some  airs,  and  finally  came  home  about 
11.  It  seems  of  late  that  the  ordinary  music  I  hear 
gives  me  no  pleasure.  I  used  to  like  all  kinds  but  now 
I  had  rather  hear  none,  than  bad  music.  Passed  round 
the  house,  and  went  to  bed  sleepy. 

Weather  cloudy  nearly  all  day,  and  this  afternoon 
and  evening  it  has  hailed,  snowed,  drizzled  &c  and  is 
murky  and  disagreeable. 

Sunday  February  22d  18  52. 

Morning  duties  over  as  usual,  and  cases  written  up, 
sat  down  to  the  Case  Book,  wrote  up  one  of  Dr  Burts 
cases  that  he  has  neglected,  and  then  brought  up  the 
paging  and  index  of  the  Case  Book,  these  being  more 
than  a  year  behind.  In  this  Dr  Bache  came  and  inter¬ 
rupted  me,  to  talk  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  I  went 
on  till  dinner  time  at  1.  After  dinner  prescribed  for 
Sewell  the  nurse,  and  then  going  into  the  office  set 
to  arrange  the  Bookcase  and  was  busy  at  it  until  near 
evening,  tying  up  and  enveloping  the  yearly  and  half 
yearly  bundles  of  Hospital  Tickets,  since  1828.  Hav¬ 
ing  the  Bookcase  in  order,  or  rather,  before  I  finished 
the  job,  sat  down  and  made  out  the  weekly  report. 
By  this  time  Sewell  came  to  call  me  to  tea.  After  tea 
and  the  usual  round,  dressed  myself  and  calling  to 
see  old  Lafferty  walked,  or  almost  waded  down  to 
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Brooklyn  and  went  to  Jones  to  see  Annina  and  to  get 
my  overshoes,  left  the  other  evening.  They  were  all 
out,  so  I  got  my  shoes  from  the  servant  and  returned 
home  here,  arriving  about  9,  pretty  tired  with  my 
long  walk  through  the  murky  weather.  Sat  down  then 
to  journalizing,  and  when  that  was  finished,  went 
round  up  stairs,  and  intend  to  get  a  good  long  nights 
sleep. 

Weather  all  morning  cloudy  and  threatening,  it 
having  rained  first,  and  then  snowed  during  the  night, 
so  that  there  is  now  a  new  inch  or  more  of  snow  or 
slush.  Toward  noon  it  became  warmer  and  began  to 
thaw,  and  the  sun  came  out.  This  evening  it  is  clear, 
warm  and  mud  scarcely  freezing  at  all,  and  the  walk¬ 
ing  shocking. 

Barometer  29V2  inches. 

Monday.  February  23d 

Morning  duties  over,  and  cases  written  up.  Went 
to  see  old  Lafferty,  and  then  down  to  the  navy  yard 
about  noon,  almost  wading  through  the  mud.  Took 
my  order  for  Examination  to  Captain  Salter,  and  men¬ 
tioned  Wednesday  morning  as  the  day  upon  which  I 
proposed  to  go  to  Philada.  He  told  me  to  go  when  I 
pleased.  Then  went  to  Purser  Todds  office,  and  found 
him  there.  Got  some  money  without  difficulty,  and 
getting  also  a  small  parcel  left  for  me  to  take  on  by 
Dr  Guillon,  returned,  and  worked  up  Normile’s  and 
Williamson’s  cases  in  my  case  Book.  This  occupied  me 
both  before  and  after  dinner  until  half  the  afternoon 
was  passed.  Then  took  up  Carpenters  Physiology  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  and  evening 
until  I  got  sleepy  in  reviewing  his  chapter  on  the  nerv¬ 
ous  system.  By  half  past  9  however,  had  gone  round 
the  house  and  was  in  bed. 

Weather  cloudy  and  thick  with  rain  in  the  early 
morning.  Clearing  off  partially  toward  noon.  During 
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the  after  part  of  the  day  it  was  clear,  with  a  clear  sun¬ 
set.  Warm  heavy  atmosphere,  not  freezing  much  if  at 
all.  Barom.  29.3.  Wind  southerly. 

Tuesday  Feby  24.th 

Morning  duties  as  usual,  with  writing  of  cases.  Then 
copied  a  letter  for  Washington,  and  received  from 
Dr  Bache  a  very  complimentary  letter  regarding  my¬ 
self,  to  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Examiners.  Em¬ 
ployed  then  for  some  time  up  stairs  in  fitting  grate 
stoppers,  and  other  little  matters,  and  in  talking  to 
the  chaplain  of  some  almshouse,  who  came  to  see  the 
Hospital.  Then  wrote  a  little,  and  made  some  prepara¬ 
tions  for  starting  tomorrow,  in  which  I  was  occupied 
until  dinner.  After  dinner  sat  down  in  my  room  and 
read  Carpenter  until  tea  time  only  disturbed  once  by 
a  telegraphic  despatch  coming  for  one  of  my  patients, 
and  which  was  soon  answered.  After  tea  and  the  cus¬ 
tomary  evening  visit,  wrote  up  the  case  of  one  Her¬ 
bert  who  is  to  be  discharged  tomorrow.  Then  added  up 
my  butchers  Bill  for  payment,  went  down  and  saw 
old  Lafferty  and  then  about  8  o’clock  went  down  to 
Dr  Bache ’s,  where  I  passed  the  evening  until  10,  talk¬ 
ing  Bottles  &c.  Came  home  walked  round  the  house 
and  then  to  bed  to  be  ready  for  an  early  start  tomor¬ 
row. 

Weather  at  times  clear  and  cloudy,  and  once  with 
a  little  rain,  always  warm  and  murky  with  a  S.  E. 
wind  and  unsettled  appearance.  Bar.  29.28,  falling. 

Wednesday  February  25th  18  52. 

Arose  about  a  quarter  past  6,  and  by  half  past  7  had 
breakfasted  and  waited  some  time  for  Myers,  with  no 
better  occupation  than  playing  with  "Cad”  the  dog. 
About  half  past  7  came  Myers  with  "John”  in  the  wag¬ 
gon,  a  regular  bona  fide  hospital  waggon  and  horse  as 
ever  was.  The  most  faded  of  all  fanciful  curtain 
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calico  linings  to  the  top.  Soon  had  my  trunk  and  my¬ 
self  embarked  in  this  craft,  and  then  we  wended  our 
way  down  to  Fulton  Ferry,  across,  stopping  at  the 
market  Paying  Myers  the  money  for  my  butchers 
Bill,  and  "a  trifle>>  for  himself.  By  half  past  8  we 
reached  the  foot  of  Liberty  St.  with  less  baggage 
trouble  and  expense  than  I  have  ever  before  experi¬ 
enced.  Bought  my  ticket  and  all  the  morning  papers 
and  soon  after  we  were  jogging  over  the  tiresome  road. 
Reached  the  Kensington  Depot  about  4.  past  one. — 
There  took  the  Girard  House  Stage,  and  about  J4 
before  two,  reached  this  said  Girard  house  whence 
this  writing.  Had  not  to  wait  long  for  my  baggage, 
and  then  getting  on  a  uniform  coat  and  vest  started 
at  once  for  the  asylum  to  report.  Found  Dr  Dillard  at 
dinner  and  had  to  come  back  without  seeing  him  or 
reporting.  Met  Dr  McClelland,  unfortunately,  out¬ 
side  the  gate,  crazy  as  ever,  and  as  full  of  vituperation 
and  blackguardism  against  Dr  Bache.  Got  off  from 
him  as  soon  as  possible,  and  came  here  to  dine  at  half 
past  3,  the  quietest,  most  elegant,  best  served  hotel 
dinner  I  ever  sat  down  to,  and  the  cooking  not  to  be 
surpassed.  Thus  far  this  hotel,  from  being  new,  and 
having  a  character  to  establish  and  from  its  improve¬ 
ments  and  facilities  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  ever  seen. 
After  dinner  walked  down  street,  and  met  Drs  Black- 
nail  and  Sherman.  Stopped  and  talked  some  time  with 
them.  Then  Dr  S.  walked  down  to  uncle’s  store  with 
me.  Found  Joseph  Walton  there,  and  Mary  Bonsai, 
uncle  having  come  up  here  in  search  of  me,  with  the 
news  of  fathers  rapid  decline.  He  was  upon  the  point 
of  telegraphing  for  me,  and  would  have  done  so  had 
I  not  arrived  this  evening.  Went  at  once  up  to  Cherry 
Street  leaving  Dr  S.  at  fourth  and  market,  and  found 
father  in  a  very  low  condition,  but  not  *  *  *  *  as  I 
think,  to  terminate  as  it  only  can  terminate,  so  soon 
as  they  seemed  to  anticipate.  He  knew  me  when  I 


444 


went  to  the  bedside  but  has  lost  all  his  faculties,  and 
all  voluntary  motion.  Sat  down  with  grandmother 
for  an  hour,  and  of  course  the  theme  was  still  the 
distressing  circumstances  of  the  time.  She  recalled  to 
mind  that  24  years  ago  today  grandfather  had  died, 
in  the  62d  year  of  his  age.  And  that  father  born  June 
of  1796  now  lay  there  in  this  sad,  hopeless  condition, 
a  condition  which  under  present  circumstances,  and 
all  probabilities  could  not  end  too  soon,  for  all  parties. 
Was  forcibly  impressed  here  with  the  manner  in  which 
I  seemed  to  be  always  surrounded  by  death  and  the 
dying  in  someone.  Had  congratulated  myself,  on  leav¬ 
ing  this  morning,  that  I  should  be  for  a  few  days  at 
least  free  from  the  responsibilities  and  anxieties  of  the 
sick  and  dying,  and  yet  get  here  into  its  midst  again, 
where  it  comes  close  home.  About  Dusk  walked  up  to 
Farquharsons  room,  met  him  coming  to  tea,  and  went 
and  took  tea  with  him,  talking  over  the  examination, 
he  having  finished  today.  This  Examination  now 
hangs  like  an  incubus  over  me.  Leaving  Farquharson, 
came  up  to  the  Washington  House  to  call  on  Hamil¬ 
ton  (Dr)  Here  met  Gilliam  and  Greenhow,  and  Lieut 
Jones.  We  sat  and  talked  with  them  some  time,  was 
presented  to  Mrs  Hamilton,  by  the  doctor,  in  the  en¬ 
try,  and  after  all,  about  8  o’clock  went  up  to  Harry 
Averys  and  remained  till  10.  Then  home  to  my  room 
here  and  writing  this  page,  to  bed. 

Weather  clear,  after  a  foggy  morning,  warm  and 
spring  like  all  day.  A  most  pleasant  day,  and  no 
freezing  yet,  though  quite  clear.  Air  heavy  and  op¬ 
pressive. 

Thursday  Feby  26th  18  52. 

Arose  about  8  oclock  and  by  a  quarter  past  9  had 
finished  an  excellent  breakfast  served  up  very  cleanly 
and  nicely.  Then  went  by  appointment  down  to  Jones 
Hotel  with  my  letter  books  under  my  arm,  to  walk 
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out  to  the  Asylum  with  Dr  Blacknall.  The  doctor  in¬ 
troduced  me  to  Dr  Hunter,  and  after  talking  some 
time  there  we  started  arriving  at  the  asylum  about  10 
o’clock.  Here  I  was  introduced  to  the  only  other 
member  of  the  Board  whom  I  did  not  know,  namely 
Dr  Moseley.  After  talking  a  little  while,  and  Dr 
Greenhow  waiting  outside  to  be  examined,  they  set 
me  to  work,  first  to  write  an  answer  to  a  circular  that 
lay  upon  the  table.  This  involved  a  history  of  my 
naval  career  and  amount  and  variety  of  service,  and 
the  effect  such  service  had  had  upon  general  health 
and  condition.  Then  Dr  Blacknall  brought  out  a  sheet 
of  paper  and  said  Dr  Dillard  wanted  my  views  upon 
the  treatment  of  pneumonia.  He  then  considered,  and 
said  I  had  better  take  the  whole  subject  of  pneumonia, 
and  bade  me  write  the  name  at  the  top  of  the  page  as 
a  caption.  He  then  left  me  and  I  went  to  work,  nerv¬ 
ous  and  irritable  as  possible  and  rendered  more  so  by 
the  excessively  nervous  condition  of  Dr  Greenhow 
who  was  walking  up  and  down,  at  my  side,  and  by 
Dr  McClelland  who  came  in  twice,  and  talked  and 
blustered  very  disturbingly.  The  result  of  all  this  was 
that  I  wrote  weakly  and  badly,  and  as  for  the  hand 
writing,  I  should  scarcely  have  recognised  it.  Words 
incorrectly  spelled,  words  omitted,  lines  crooked,  and 
all  else  that  was  bad,  rendered  worse  by  a  shocking 
inkstand,  thick  ink,  and  a  bad  rickety  table  to  write 
on.  The  only  part  satisfactory  to  look  back  upon  is 
that  I  got  hold  of  my  subject  pretty  fairly,  and  omitted 
nothing  that  so  limited  a  time  and  space  might  well 
include.  When  finished  I  sent  in  my  two  papers,  and 
my  letter  Books,  with  the  letters  marked,  and  then 
Dr  Dillard  came  and  told  me  they  had  finished  with 
me  for  today,  but  would  expect  to  see  me  tomorrow 
morning  by  11  o’clock.  It  was  now  half  past  one. 
Came  to  my  room  here,  changed  my  uniform  for  citi¬ 
zens,  and  then  took  Dr  Guillon’s  parcel  round  and  de- 
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livered  it  at  his  brothers  leaving  a  card  with  offers  of 
service  &c.  Thence  went  to  see  Father,  and  found  him 
sensibly  weaker  than  yesterday,  with  clear  indica¬ 
tions  that  the  end  is  not  far  distant.  Grandmother 
Bonsai  was  there,  and  went  up  with  me  to  see  Father. 
Ffe  evidently  knew  me  and  tried  to  answer  my  ques¬ 
tions  but  could  not.  Leaving  him  about  half  past  two 
went  down  to  uncles  store  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Dr 
Bache  explaining  Father’s  condition  and  asking  per¬ 
mission  to  prolong  my  stay  under  the  circumstances. 
This  done  carried  the  letter  to  the  office  and  mailed  it. 
Then  going  up  third  street,  stopped  at  Dicksons 
writing  rooms  to  buy  a  gold  pen,  but  was  disap¬ 
pointed,  as  he  had  none  on  hand,  and  would  have 
none  till  tuesday.  Thence  hastened  up  here  to  dinner 
at  half  past  3,  and  a  most  excellent  dinner  too.  After 
dinner  sat  half  an  hour  in  the  parlor,  and  then  went 
round  to  Gilliam’s  room  where  I  remained  talking 
until  dusk.  He  then  went  to  tea,  and  I  walked  up  to 
Mrs  Blythes.  Stopped  there  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
went  round  to  Richard  Levick’s.  Found  Isaac  and  Jane 
Serrill  there  permanently,  and  Mr  and  Mrs  Gibson 
on  a  visit.  Took  tea  and  spent  the  evening  with  them, 
more  cheerfully  than  I  had  anticipated  coming  away 
about  10  o’clock.  Then  came  here  to  my  room  where 
this  page  of  writing  preceeded  the  retiring  for  the 
night,  about  11. 

Weather  clear  and  fine  all  day,  much  colder  and 
more  seasonable  than  yesterday,  with  a  lighter  pleas¬ 
anter  air.  Froze  upon  the  pavements  in  the  shade  to¬ 
day,  even  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  does  not  freeze 
much  harder  this  evening. 

Friday  Feby  27th  18  52. 

Arose  about  8,  and  by  half  past  9  had  breakfasted 
and  was  ready  to  commence  the  day.  Came  up  stairs 
here,  put  on  my  uniform  coat  and  vest,  and  then  sat 
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down  to  pass  the  time  with  Wilsons  anatomy,  look¬ 
ing  over  the  cranial  nerves  to  refresh  my  memory.  At 
half  past  10  started  and  walked  out  to  the  Asylum  at 
a  pretty  rapid  pace  overtaking  Hamilton  near  the  gate. 
We  arrived  pretty  punctually  at  11,  and  they  soon 
had  him  at  work  writing,  but  I  had  to  wait  half  an 
hour  or  more,  for  them  to  commence  with  the  ex¬ 
amination.  They  finally  asked  me  in  however,  and  Dr 
Dillard  asked  and  talked  about  the  Hospital  for 
some  minutes  by  way  of  breaking  the  ice  for  me,  and 
then  handed  me  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  "Brown” 
Homer.  He  went  at  me  at  once,  hammer  and  tongs, 
upon  the  formation  of  the  orbit,  coats,  and  then  gen¬ 
eral  anatomy  of  the  eye,  decending  very  much  into 
particulars.  Thence  he  went  to  the  should  joint,  el¬ 
bow  joint  and  wrist  joint,  and  then  asked  how  I 
would  tell  the  phalanges  of  an  ourang  outang  from 
those  of  man.  I  at  once  told  him  I  knew  nothing  of 
natural  History,  and  could  not  answer  the  question. 
This  seemed  to  determine  him  on  going  upon  that 
subject,  and  he  asked  the  class,  species  &  some  other 
questions,  with  regard  to  the  place  and  rank  of  man 
in  the  animal  kingdon.  Then  Dr  Moseley  commenced 
with  me  commencing  with  strabismus,  and  going  suc¬ 
cessively  to  purulent  ophthalmia,  syphilis,  Hernia, 
Fracture  of  the  leg,  thigh  and  forearm,  and  finished  I 
believe  with  Dislocation  at  the  hip.  Then  came  Dr 
Blacknall  upon  affinity  Blue  Pill,  Ether,  Chloroform, 
and  perhaps  a  few  more  items,  but  he  neither  troubled 
me  much  or  long.  Then  Dr  Hunter,  on  the  general 
properties  of  metals  their  number,  relative  impor¬ 
tance,  and  their  combinations  with  oxygen.  Then 
nitrogen,  Hydrogen  and  their  mode  of  preparation, 
and  qualities  came  up,  and  then  he  asked  me  what  gas 
combined  as  readily  with  metals  as  oxygen,  and  I 
could  not  for  the  life  of  me  remember  Chlorine.  Had 
also  stumbled  very  much  in  the  matter  of  physical 


448 


characteristics  of  metals.  Asked  then  what  arnica  was. 
What  s.  gravity  was,  what  a  Barometer  was,  and  how 
used  for  measuring  highths,  and  asked  how  the  Bar. 
would  stand  at  the  top  of  the  highest  mountain,  which 
I  could  not  tell.  Also  stumped  me  upon  who  had  first 
observed  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  and  told  me 
it  was  Galileo,  a  new  fact  to  me.  Then  Dr  Dillard 
stumped  me  at  once  upon  the  first  question,  what  is 
Fever.  I  neither  knew  anything  about  the  history  of 
the  theories,  and  could  give  him  neither  that  of  Cullen 
nor  Brown.  Then  asked  what  diseases  there  were  of  the 
chest.  Then  those  of  the  Larynx,  the  difficulties  of 
treatment,  prognosis  &c.  Then  those  of  the  trachea, 
and  upon  Croup  particularly,  and  this  is  all  I  can  re¬ 
member  of  his  examination  except  that  he  and  Homer 
took  me  to  the  cornu  with  the  splints,  and  having  be¬ 
come  confused  before  starting,  continued  confused 
throughout  just  as  with  the  metals,  specific  gravity 
&c.  Confounded  the  splint  of  Hartshorne  with  that 
of  Hagedorn,  and  other  such  silly  nervous  stupidity. 
The  missing  of  any  one  question  always  stood  father 
to  a  whole  series  of  mistakes.  They  then  told  me  they 
had  finished,  complimented  me  upon  my  Letter  Books 
and  signified  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  retire.  Dr  Dillard 
asking  me  kindly  to  his  house,  during  my  stay.  As  I 
went  out  found  Hamilton  had  not  yet  finished  writ¬ 
ing.  Came  in  here  at  once,  meeting  Mrs  Wiggins  and 
Mr  Miller  on  the  way, — changed  my  dress  and  went 
at  once  down  to  see  Father.  Found  him  better  than 
yesterday.  Aunt  Jane  was  there.  Sat  with  them  for 
an  hour  nearly,  and  then  on  my  way  up  to  dinner  de¬ 
termined  upon  a  piece  of  lavish  dissipation  upon  the 
strength  of  being  examined  and  passing,  for  I  had  no 
doubt  of  the  result,  from  the  leniency  of  the  Board, 
notwithstanding  my  blunders, — so  went  into  Bentons 
Gold  pen  establishment  in  Chesnut  above  4th  and  after 
a  long  selection  paid  five  dollars  for  the  large  pen  with 
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which  I  am  now  writing  so  badly,  for  the  first  time. 
Then  came  up  rather  late  to  dinner.  After  dinner 
went  into  the  parlour  feeling  very  dull  heavy  and 
tired,  and  sat  by  one  of  the  windows  there,  looking  at 
the  passers  by,  until  after  dark,  interrupted  only  once 
by  Dr  McClelland,  who  had  left  his  wife  in  the  street, 
and  come  in  search  of  me  to  congratulate  me  on  hav¬ 
ing  passed  a  good  examination.  Said  he  had  met  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Board, — had  asked  how  I  got  along,  and 
was  told  that  I  had  done  very  well  indeed.  This  he  had 
come  out  of  his  way  for  the  purpose  of  telling  me:  A 
kindness  that  I  certainly  fully  appreciate  in  him.  Near 
7  o’clock  sent  up-stairs  for  my  coat  and  gloves,  went 
and  bought  two  under  shirts,  and  then  went  down  and 
called  upon  Kate  Torbert,  Jeffris  rather,  and  spent 
half  an  hour  with  them.  Thence  to  see  Hannah  Byerly 
at  Ann  Hunts,  but  they  were  all  out.  Then  went  up 
to  Hary  Avery’s  and  sat  some  time  with  Georges  Em 
and  Mrs  Thomas  before  George  came  in,  and  then  re¬ 
mained  talking  to  George  until  half  past  9.  when  I 
came  at  once  here  to  this  page,  dull  and  tired,  as  a 
preface  to  bed. 

Weather  clear  cool  and  fine  until  evening,  freezing 
in  the  shade.  Now  it  is  damp,  murkey,  and  disagree¬ 
able,  with  sky  overcast,  and  signs  of  change. 

Saturday  February  28th  18  52. 

Up  about  half  past  8,  and  through  breakfast  and 
the  complicated  water  closets  by  half  past  9.  What  a 
capital  opportunity  is  afforded  to  the  negro  man  there 
for  making  extended  observations  upon  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  peoples  prima  vice!  Then  got  into  a  stage 
through  the  rain  and  rode  down  to  Charley  Oakfords 
store  where  I  stopped  to  buy  an  umbrella.  Found  how¬ 
ever  that  every  one  here  must  pay  at  least  a  dollar  for 
buying  at  a  fashionable  place,  and  that  it  was  not 
solely  strangers  that  were  taken  in  here.  Therefore 
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declined  the  purchase.  On  going  out  found  a  Dr  Some¬ 
body  going  down  the  street,  got  under  his  umbrella 
as  far  as  third  street,  then  went  up  third  to  market, 
to  Drown’s  umbrella  store,  where  I  bought  a  good 
silk  umbrella  for  a  quarter  dollar  less  than  Oakford 
would  have  charged  me  for  an  "alia  pacha”  one  of 
smaller  size.  Then  went  to  Cherry  Street  and  found 
Father  much  the  same.  No  material  change  having 
taken  place  since  I  first  saw  him.  Forgot  to  mention 
in  place,  that  after  breakfast  I  received  a  kind  letter 
from  Dr.  Bache  in  answer  to  my  letter  of  day  before 
yesterday, — telling  me  to  remain  as  long  as  necessary. 
Before  going  to  Grandmothers  I  went  to  see  Jacob  at 
Sprague’s  store,  and  paid  him  the  money  borrowed  of 
him  last  month,  and  Father’s  monthly  allowance. 
After  remaining  at  grandmother’s  till  near  noon,  went 
to  Altemus’  Bookbindery  to  see  Robert.  He  was  out 
however,  and  after  waiting  some  time  in  vain,  I  left 
and  went  down  to  uncle’s  store,  to  tell  him  that  I 
would  go  out  to  Darby  with  him  in  the  evening.  Then 
went  up  Market  to  Eighth,  and  after  putting  a  lost 
child  on  his  proper  road  home  went  to  the  store  of 
Williams  the  tinman,  to  enquire  about  pharmaceutical 
apparatus  for  our  Laboratory,  at  Dr.  Bache’s  request. 
Found  Williams  could  make  anything  that  he  could 
be  made  to  understand,  and  would  under  take  any¬ 
thing.  Next  went  down  to  William  Proctor’s  Store,  to 
get  some  information  about  the  making  of  various  ap¬ 
paratus  figured  in  their  work  on  Pharmacy.  With  Wil¬ 
liam  renewed  an  acquaintance  of  some  years  ago,  as 
we  had  both  been  members  of  the  Society  for  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  usefull  Knowledge,  meeting  at  Dr  Shoe¬ 
maker’s  say  12  years  ago.  Sat  and  talked  with  William 
for  an  hour,  and  was  referred  by  him  to  Ned  Parrish, 
for  additional  information  all  however  tending  to¬ 
ward  Williams  as  the  best  man  to  make  the  apparatus. 
Leaving  him  about  2,  went  to  Ned  Parrish’s  and  talked 
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to  him  for  some  time  upon  matters,  and  found  him 
anxious  to  undertake  to  get  any  apparatus  we  might 
want  for  us,  having  the  '"main  chance”  broadly  in 
view.  Then  returned  to  Williams'  and  explained  to 
him  some  of  the  articles  wanted,  and  found  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  ideas  pretty  well  and  easily,  and  would  take 
any  orders  we  might  send.  Then  went  round  to  the 
Hotel,  packed  up  my  trunk,  paid  my  Bill,  had  my 
trunk  sent  down  to  Uncle's  store  and  had  just  con¬ 
cluded  this  when  James  Byerly  came  in  to  call  on  me. 
We  talked  a  few  minutes  until  the  dinner  gong  was 
rung  when  he  left  and  I  went  in  and  dined.  After 
dinner  or  just  before,  went  up  to  Mattsons  and  was 
measured  thoroughly  so  that  I  might  send  on  for 
clothing  when  I  might  want  it,  to  ensure  the  fitting 
of  which  Mattson  is  going  to  cut  a  pattern  for  me. 
Then  went  down  to  the  store,  got  a  few  necessaries 
from  my  trunk  in  a  bundle,  and  starting  with  uncle, 
we  stopped  in  Cherry  Street  to  see  how  father  was, 
and  then  came  through  the  rain,  mud,  and  slush  out 
home  here,  whence  I  am  writing.  Found  Sally  quite 
convalescent  from  the  scarlet  Fever,  and  none  of  the 
rest  attacked, — and  aunt  worried  and  nervous  with 
nursing  and  close  confinement,  frightened  by  her 
thoughtless  inconsiderate  doctor  into  the  idea  that  she 
has  disease  of  the  heart, — the  great  bug  bear  of  those 
who  do  not  know.  Perfectly  satisfied  that  she  had 
nothing  of  the  kind  that  need  cause  anyone  any  un¬ 
easiness  spent  part  of  the  evening  in  trying  to  con¬ 
vince  her  of  the  fact,  as  we  all  sat  up  in  my  room,  now 
in  use  for  Sally.  About  10,  retired,  yawning  and  sleepy. 

Was  awakened  several  times  during  the  night  with 
the  beating  of  the  hail  and  snow  against  my  window 
of  no  142  Girard  House.  In  the  morning  the  snow  had 
fallen  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  inches,  with 
hail.  Now  it  had  turned  to  rain  and  rained  smartly 
all  day  long,  taking  off  much  of  the  sleet.  A  regular 
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beating  easterly  storm.  About  half  past  9  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  wind  shifted  to  the  southward  and  blew 
heavily.  Through  the  night,  it  blew  very  heavily. 
Cleared  away  and  froze  hard. 

Sunday  February  29th  18  52. 

Leap  year  day. — the  day  that  only  comes  every  4th 
year.  Got  up  about  8,  and  except  for  some  journaliz¬ 
ing,  and  reading  newspapers  sat  idly  about  all  morn¬ 
ing.  No  one  going  to  meeting,  I  did  not  care  to  try  it 
on  foot  through  the  thawing  mud.  About  1 1  went 
over  to  SerrilLs,  and  tried  to  enliven  their  spirit  sick¬ 
ness  a  little.  Poor  Pearson  seemed  very  dull  and  dis¬ 
pirited.  The  great  tears  stood  in  his  eyes,  and  ran 
down  his  cheek  too,  more  than  once  during  my  visit 
of  an  hour  and  a  half.  Fie  has  lost  what  to  him  was 
the  savour  of  life,  and  now  nothing  can  give  any 
relish  to  his  cup.  Sick  at  hearing  and  overflowing  with 
the  bitterness  of  woe. — Came  home  about  half  past 
12,  dined  and  then  going  into  the  parlour,  sat  and 
moped  and  dozed  away  the  afternoon  idly  till  tea. 
Sent  over  to  the  omnibus  office  toward  evening  to  see 
whether  a  telegram  had  been  sent  out  to  me,  to  say 
how  Father  was,  but  received  none,  and  concluded 
accordingly  that  there  could  be  no  change  for  the 
worse.  After  tea  walked  over  to  Stephen  Horne’s  to 
see  Grandmother.  Would  have  stopped  at  Russel’s  to 
enquire  again  whether  a  letter  had  been  sent;  but 
there  seemed  to  be  so  many  men  loafing  about  the 
Bar  Room  that  I  did  not  go  in.  Spent  an  hour  or  two 
with  grandmother,  chiefly  in  listening  to  Stephen 
Horne  and  John  Brooks  talk  over  old  times,  in  their 
quaint  rustic  language  that  has  outlived  its  age  in 
them.  Leaving  them  about  half  past  8  went  up  to 
Aunt  Mary’s.  Here  found  Rachel  Serrill,  Elizabeth 
and  Sarah  Bunting,  and  Elizabeth  Serrill,  with  Jim 
and  Hannah  Byerly.  Remained  with  them  until  after 
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the  company  had  left,  and  then  had  to  prescribe  for 
Martha  and  Mary, — both  complaining.  Came  home 
about  half  past  9,  and  went  to  bed  about  10.  Weather 
to  day  clear  and  delightful  overhead,  but  very  muddy 
underfoot  except  when  frozen  in  the  morning  and 
evening.  Just  cold  enough  to  freeze  dry  all  the  mud 
during  the  evening,  but  not  uncomfortably  cold. 
Snow  all  gone  again  except  a  little  in  some  sheltered 
spots. 

Monday  March  1st  18  52. 

Beautiful  bright  spring  morning  for  this  first 
morning  of  Spring.  Everything  as  fresh  and  spar¬ 
kling  as  a  white  frost  and  a  bright  sun  could  make  it. 
Up  before  7,  a  little  before  the  sun,  and  by  8  had 
breakfasted,  got  my  bundles  together  with  a  basket 
containing  two  jars  of  preserved  fruit  from  Aunt’s 
stores  to  go  to  my  Hospital  menage,  and  started  with 
uncle  to  town.  Got  out  at  the  corner  of  fourth  and 
arch,  about  9,  and  went  at  once  to  grandmothers. 
Here  found  poor  Father  sinking  ver;y  rapidly  dissi¬ 
pating  all  idea  of  my  going  on  to  New  York  to  day  as 
I  had  anticipated  if  no  change  for  the  worse  had  oc¬ 
curred.  He  was  now,  however,  breathing  60  times  in 
the  minute,  and  all  sensation  as  well  as  motion  gone, 
forever.  Could  see  at  a  glance  that  the  end  drew  nigh, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  done  except  to  moisten  his 
parching  lips  and  nostrils.  As  has  been  the  case  for 
many  days,  he  seemed  conscious  of  no  suffering  Deglu- 
tion  was  performed  only  partially.  Sat  for  an  hour  be¬ 
side  the  bed,  and  then  went  down  to  the  store  to  tell 
uncle  how  father  was,  and  to  do  some  little  things 
preparatory  to  going  back  to  New  York.  Packed  up 
Aunt’s  two  jars  of  Fruit  so  as  to  ensure  safe  carriage, 
— put  the  bundles  in  my  trunk,  and  then  went  to  a 
Box  makers  and  bespoke  a  packing  Box  for  my  marble 
Table,  and  Picture.  Then  went  by  appointment  up  to 
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Mattsons  to  get  my  Bill,  and  to  try  on  the  pattern  he 
had  cut  for  me  from  Saturdays  measure.  Then  hurried 
back  to  grandmothers  stopping  for  Robert.  Found 
uncle  there  when  we  arrived,  and  the  sinking  going 
on  rapidly.  Aunt  Jane,  and  a  John  Squibb  from  Ohio 
were  there.  Robert  soon  after  left  to  go  after  his  wife, 
and  then  by  my  suggestion  to  return  to  his  work,  I 
to  come  or  send  for  him  if  any  change  should  occur. 
About  one  o’clock  we  took  dinner,  and  when  I  had 
finished,  hearing  some  one  go  up  stairs  I  went  up. 
Found  it  was  uncle  Robert,  whom  I  had  not  seen  for 
more  than  two  years.  Old  Maria  had  the  room  thor¬ 
oughly  filled  with  dust,  and  it  was  useless  to  attempt 
to  interfere  with  her.  Father  had  sunk  very  rapidly 
during  the  half  hour,  and  the  intermittent,  weakened 
respiration  showed  the  approach  of  dissolution.  Sent 
down  for  grandmother  and  aunt  Jane, — sent  for 
Jacob, — and  having  sent  in  vain  for  Robert,  went 
myself  to  the  Bookbindery  and  brought  him.  We 
were  now  all  collected  and  sat  in  a  silence  that  ought 
to  have  been  significantly  impressive  to  us  all,  for 
here  was  the  type  of  all  our  final  hours.  About  10 
minutes  past  two  o’clock  our  poor  Father  terminated 
his  twelve  years  of  suffering,  almost  two  years  of  that 
time  have  been  passed  in  bed,  with  gradually  declining 
faculties  and  sensibilities.  Fie  passed  from  this  life 
very  quietly,  no  struggle,  no  convulsion,  and  to  a 
common  eye  nothing  but  the  gradually  longer  com¬ 
ing  breaths,  like  sighs,  but  not  of  pain.  Thus  he  ter¬ 
minated  his  career  here,  an  example  to  us  all,  in  the 
fifty  sixth  year  of  his  age.  Born  in  June  1796  his 
mother  now  very  near  80,  sat  beside  his  bed,  having 
nursed  him  faithfully  and  devotedly  as  a  mother  only 
could  have  done  through  the  cradle,  the  youth,  the 
manhood,  and  the  premature  and  palsied  age  to  the 
grave,  thanking  Providence  that  she  had  been  thus 
spared  to  fullfil  her  greatest  desire.  Under  all  these 
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circumstances  there  could  be  little  to  regret  calm 
easy  painless  death  of  our  poor  Father.  Yet  he  was 
our  Father,  and  nature  must  exert  her  powerful  sway. 
The  feelings  of  such  an  hour  sink  deep,  and  though 
they  become  softened  by  time,  they  are  never  for¬ 
gotten,  and  cannot  be  recorded.  They  belong  to  some¬ 
thing  that  has  no  relation  with  ink  and  paper!  When 
all  had  been  sometime  over  we  concluded  to  have  him 
buried  at  Fair  Hill,  the  new,  friend’s  burying  ground 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  that  the  funeral 
should  take  place  on  the  3d  at  2  p.  m.  Asked  Jacob 
to  attend  to  the  necessary  preparations  and  arrange¬ 
ments  for  me,  which  he  kindly  consented  to  under¬ 
take,  and  went  at  once  about  them.  Was  then  called 
by  Aunt  Jane  to  go  up  stairs  to  Ruth  Bonsai,  whom 
I  found  in  a  violent  hysterical  condition.  When  she 
was  attended  to  went  down  to  uncle’s  store,  and 
wrote,  notices  of  the  death,  for  publication  in  the 
Public  Ledger  and  North  American,  and  then  want¬ 
ing  occupation  for  the  hanging  time,  marked  my  Box 
for  New  York.  During  this  uncle  came  in,  having 
been  up  to  grandmother’s.  Asked  him  to  call  for  me 
there  in  the  carriage,  and  then  returned  to  do  what 
I  could  in  assisting,  and  to  give  Jacob  the  notices  for 
publication.  About  a  quarter  past  5  uncle  came  for 
me  and  we  rode  out  home  here,  arriving  about  dark, 
tea  nearly  ready.  After  tea  uncle  went  over  to  tell 
grandmother  and  Joseph  Dodgson’s  family  of  the 
time  for  the  funeral,  and  soon  after  I  sat  down  to 
these  pages,  wanting  occupation  badly  and  by  no 
means  in  the  spirit  for  this  kind  of  occupation. 
Weather  clear  and  fine  throughout  the  day.  Mild  and 
spring  like.  Toward  night  began  to  thicken  up  a  lit¬ 
tle,  and  the  wind  arising,  now  moans  mournfully 
among  the  naked  trees. 
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Tuesday  March  2d  18  52. 

Up  about  7,  and  by  8,  uncle  and  I  started  for  town 
through  a  most  cold  disagreeable  drizzle.  Got  out  at 
fourth  and  arch  and  went  to  grandmothers.  Remained 
a  couple  of  hours,  taking  down  at  grandmothers  re¬ 
quest  and  dictation  the  succession  and  ages  of  all  her 
children,  which  with  the  dates,  and  those  of  grand¬ 
fathers  and  her  own  birth  were  to  be  copied  onto  her 
marriage  certificate  now  in  my  possession.  She  gave 
me  a  paper  written  by  father  with  some  ages  &c  of 
Aunt  Hansons  Family,  and  some  separate  locks  of 
hair  which  were  cut  off,  wrapped  up  and  endorsed  by 
my  mother  and  given  to  grandmother  by  her.  These 
are  the  hair  of  Sarah  Mary,  and  Ellen,  taken  at  the 
time  or  before  they  died.  These  are  to  be  put  with  my 
valuables,  for  the  endorsements  alone  are  the  only 
pieces  of  mother’s  hand  writing  that  I  possess.  Near 
noon  felt  tired  of  lounging  without  occupation,  and 
went  down  to  uncle’s  store.  Got  some  bagging  and 
tacked  in  onto  the  sides  of  the  Box  for  my  table  so 
that  it  might  be  stuffed  with  hay  to  make  cushions 
for  the  preservation  of  the  marble.  Then  went  with 
uncle  round  to  Brownings  store,  to  see  some  speci¬ 
mens  of  powdered  drugs,  by  some  new  process  that 
they  profess  to  have.  This  is  probably  only  the  elutria- 
tion  of  thin  powders  by  air  instead  of  by  sifting.  They 
certainly  make  very  fine  powders.  We  then  went  up 
to  Lecounts  eating  House  and  dined  upon  a  couple 
of  dozen  oysters.  Returning  by  the  way  of  arch  and 
front  streets  to  the  store,  I  secured  a  porter  to  carry 
my  empty  Box  up  to  the  Darby  Stage  office,  and  then 
went  again  round  to  grandmothers  where  I  remained 
until  half  past  3.  Walked  up  to  the  stage  office,  put 
my  Box  upon  the  stage  and  by  a  little  after  5  was  out 
at  home  here.  Got  Patrick  to  bring  me  some  hay, 
with  which  I  stuffed  the  cushions  on  the  Box.  Then 
took  it  in  the  house,  finished  tacking  down  the  bag- 
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ging,  and  put  the  Table  in  it,  wedging  it  as  securely 
as  possible.  Nailed  in  the  Batons,  put  on  the  picture, 
and  placed  the  lid,  but  could  not  secure  it  for  want  of 
nails.  During  this  time  Fanny  Serrill  came  in  upon  an 
errand  remained  a  short  time,  and  then  we  took  tea. 
After  tea  Aunt  and  I  went  over  to  Serrills  where  we 
passed  the  evening  till  after  9.  Fanny  Lloyd  and 
Ffarry  Serrills  wife  Anne  were  there.  Coming  home 
passed  a  few  minutes  with  this  page  Weather  today 
very  drizzly  and  disagreeable  during  the  early  morn¬ 
ing  but  clearing  off  fine  before  noon,  and  remaining 
fine  all  day. 

Wednesday  March  3d  1852. 

Arose  a  little  before  7,  and  finished  securing  the 
lid  of  my  packing  box  before  breakfast.  After  break¬ 
fast  was  moving  the  box  to  a  convenient  place  in  the 
Ffall,  when  hearing  a  racket  I  found  that  Irishman 
Patrick,  who  had  been  sent  to  borrow  Middletons 
carriage,  had  allowed  the  horse  to  run  away  with  it 
and  break  the  top  very  much.  This  of  course  was 
from  careless  blundering.  Aunt  then  determined  to 
go  in  the  omnibus,  and  was  soon  off,  while  uncle  and 
I  followed  with  "Nance”  shifted  to  the  waggon.  On 
reaching  town,  having  passed  the  omnibus,  got  out 
at  the  Western  Hotel  to  wait  for  Aunt.  She  came  and 
passed,  but  we  overtook  her  at  eighth  st.  and  we 
walked  down  to  grandmother’s.  Here  I  remained  for 
an  hour  or  two,  and  then  went  down  to  the  store, 
where  I  passed  the  morning  reading  the  newspaper 
and  in  idleness.  Robert  passing  part  of  the  morning 
there  also  and  aunt  coming  in  once  or  twice.  About 
one  oclock  started  up  Chesnut  St  in  search  for  an  ink- 
stand  that  I  had  seen  and  as  I  went  Dr  McClelland 
called  to  me  and  told  me  that  Dr  Dillard  had  told 
him  that  I  had  passed  so  as  to  make  a  difference  of  7 
numbers  in  my  place  on  the  Register,  and  stood  no  1. 
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of  the  date,  and  that  Farquharson  had  passed  so  as 
to  make  a  difference  to  him  of  5  numbers,  Greenhow 
and  Landsdale  below  us  both,  and  Drs  Burt  and 
Hamilton  rejected.  We  walked  together  up  to  Fred 
Browns,  but  could  not  find  a  navy  Register,  so  sep¬ 
arated.  I  then  went  to  Moores  bookstore  but  was  dis¬ 
appointed  in  getting  the  inkstand.  Thence  to  Davy 
Gibbs  oyster  cellar  to  eat  a  dozen  oysters,  and  thence 
to  grandmother’s,  meeting  Dr  Gilliam  the  dentist  on 
the  way,  and  receiving  his  awkward  apology  for  not 
having  called  on  me.  When  I  reached  grandmother’s 
it  was  near  2.  Occupied  some  time  in  writing  a  list  of 
the  relatives  as  they  were  to  ride  to  the  funeral.  This 
done  got  grandmother,  and  we  went  to  see  poor 
fathers  face  for  the  last  time.  There  was  however  to 
me  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  old  suffering  face  remain¬ 
ing.  Every  wrinkle  was  effaced,  and  it  looked  much 
younger,  and  very  placid.  We  now  all  sat  still  till  3 
o’clock  when  Bringhurst  the  undertaker  came  to  call 
over  his  sad  muster  roll  of  the  yet  living  to  wait  on  the 
now  dead.  A  tedious  ride  of  nearly  an  hour  brought 
us  to  the  Fair  Hill  Grave  Yard,  and  then  a  few  min¬ 
utes  only  was  necessary  to  return  the  earth  to  the  earth 
as  it  was;  A  less  tiresome  ride  back,  a  hard  leave  tak¬ 
ing  found  poor  old  grandmother,  and  then  a  cold  ride 
out  home  here  with  grandmother  Bonsai,  and  Irish 
Patrick.  Arrived  about  dark.  Soon  after,  uncle  and 
aunt  arrived,  and  then  tea  at  once.  After  tea  got  out 
grandmother  Squibbs  marriage  certificate  and  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  her  request  endorsed  upon  it  the  names 
and  dates  of  Birth  of  all  her  children,  and  of  grand¬ 
father  and  herself.  Then  occupied  the  balance  of  the 
evening  till  early  bed  time,  with  this  page. 

Weather  clear  fine  and  cold  throughout  the  day: 
freezing  in  the  shade  throughout  the  day,  and  tonight 
quite  hard. 
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Thursday  March  4th  18  52. 

Arose  about  a  quarter  before  7,  and  before  8  had 
breakfasted  and  said  goodbye  to  aunt.  Went  over  to 
Serrills,  then,  for  a  parcel  that  Fanny  wanted  to  send 
by  me  to  New  York.  Saw  only  Pearson,  the  girls  not 
being  yet  down,  Fanny  had  not  prepared  her  parcel 
and  would  not  send  at  present.  Said  goodbye  to  Pear¬ 
son,  and  then  got  into  the  carriage  with  uncle  at  the 
end  of  Serrills  lane,  and  we  then  proceeded  to  town. 
Came  Greys  Ferry  Road  and  called  at  Edmund  Bon¬ 
sais  to  tell  aunt  Mary  that  she  could  not  go  out  with 
uncle  so  late,  as  five  o’clock  in  consequence  of  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  Plank  Road  Directors  at  two.  We  then  went  to 
the  store.  Thence  I  went  up  to  grandmother’s  and 
sat  with  her  till  half  past  10  trying  to  cheer  her  up. 
Then  said  good  bye  to  all,  and  went  up  to  Harry 
Averys,  to  excuse  myself  for  not  having  seen  him  and 
his  father  yesterday  at  the  Funeral.  He  was  very  busy 
and  I  only  saw  him  for  a  moment  when  leaving,  after 
having  sat  near  an  hour  with  the  two  Ems,  and  pre¬ 
scribed  for  their  children.  Ems  little  Em  has  what  I 
am  afraid  will  prove  a  serious  and  growing  deformity 
of  the  chest.  A  marked  projection  of  the  left  carti¬ 
lages,  with  blowing  sound  of  the  heart.  There  is  how¬ 
ever  no  knowing  what  nature  will  do  in  children.  On 
leaving  Averys  went  down  to  Shermans,  and  sat  half 
an  hour  talking  over  the  Examination,  and  the  prob¬ 
able  changes  of  place.  The  Dr  and  I  then  walked  down 
to  Chesnut  St  together,  and  I  went  to  Mattsons  to  get 
a  rent  in  my  coat  darned,  and  a  button  sewed  on. 
Then  down  Chesnut  St  to  Davy  Gibbs  Oyster  Cellar 
to  get  some  oysters,  to  serve  as  a  dinner.  Then  to  Ma¬ 
sons  the  Engraver  to  look  for  an  ink  stand.  Here  I 
found  the  saphead  Dr.  Neff,  but  no  inkstand.  The  Dr 
was  getting  office  hours  and  address  stamped  upon 
the  corner  of  letter  and  note  paper!!  a  circumstance 
which  gives  him  his  character  fully,  even  without  the 
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great  coat.  Told  him  in  answer,  that  I  thought  it  a 
capital  idea.  Thence  through  the  market,  buying  an 
apple  by  way  of  dessert  to  my  oysters, — to  uncles 
store  where  I  sat  talking  to  " Joseph”  (Neuman 
Noggs,)  until  half  past  one.  Then  not  being  able  to 
find  the  mail  robber  George,  got  another  porter  and 
taking  my  trunk  was  soon  on  board  the  ferry  boat 
at  Walnut  St,  for  New  York.  As  I  sat  waiting  until 
2,  the  hour  of  starting,  Dr  Joseph  Parrish  of  Burling¬ 
ton  came  up,  and  we  talked  over  physic  and  old  times 
until  we  had  to  separate  for  different  cars  at  Camden. 
He  told  me  of  what  he  said  was  an  "excellent  open¬ 
ing”  at  Bristol  for  some  young  physician.  Bought  a 
New  York  Herald,  and  with  that  and  plenty  of 
thoughts  tried  to  manage  the  time  to  South  Amboy. 
Here  we  took  the  little  slow  steamer,  the 

John  Potter  being  under  repair.  On  our  way  through 
Raritan  river  took  supper,  and  watched  the  ma- 
nouvres  of  a  german  Jew,  homeopathic  doctor  in  dis¬ 
tress,  and  pitied  him  much  if  his  represented  condi¬ 
tion  was  real.  As  we  came  toward  *  *  *  *  the  fog  be¬ 
gan  to  be  very  thick  and  I  was  surprised  to  find  it 
snowing  rapidly,  and  all  the  shores  covered,  before  I 
had  observed  it.  It  became  so  thick  that  I  feared  we 
should  have  a  detention  but  we  however  reached  Pier 
no  1.  N.  R.  at  about  half  past  6,  in  the  thick  snow, 
where  I  found  the  hack  drivers  ready  to  charge  me 
four  dollars  to  bring  me  over  home.  This  I  resisted  and 
finally  got  a  porter  for  my  baggage  and  followed  him 
on  foot  to  the  Fulton  Ferry,  Crossing  took  a  carriage 
and  came  home  here  whence  the  writing.  As  soon  as 
I  arrived  and  got  my  trunk  inside,  and  my  fare  set¬ 
tled  went  to  the  apothecary’s  room,  and  told  Dr  Bent 
of  my  return.  Then  at  once  down  to  Dr  Baches  to 
report.  He  was  not  at  home.  Saw  and  talked  a  while 
with  Mrs  Bache  and  found  we  were  not  unlikely  to 
have  Dr  Thornley  here  in  Dr  Burts  place,  and  that 
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all  was  going  on  well.  Then  came  up  to  my  rooms, 
had  difficulty  in  getting  a  key  that  would  admit  me  to 
my  chamber;  but  once  in  soon  had  my  trunk  un¬ 
packed  and  everything  put  safely  away  once  more. 
By  this  time  Sewell  had  a  fire  made  in  my  parlour, 
where  I  sat  down  and  arranged  my  washing  account 
book,  and  then  occupied  the  time  till  after  10  with 
these  pages,  retiring  pretty  well  tired,  after  a  very 
partial  round  of  my  side  of  the  house. 

Weather  this  morning  clear  and  cold,  very  cold 
riding  in  town,  during  the  morning  it  commenced  to 
thicken  up  and  grow  milder,  and  by  noon  it  was  over¬ 
cast,  mild  and  soft,  though  freezing  a  little.  About  5 
commenced  to  snow  heavily,  and  continues,  with  2  or 
3  inches  already. 

Friday  March  5th  18  52. 

After  journalizing  last  evening,  went  to  take  my 
usual  round  before  bed,  and  was  surprised  to  find  a 
poor  fellow  named  John  Berry,  servant  to  Dr  Potter, 
about  to  breathe  his  last.  Of  late  it  seems  as  if  Death 
meets  me  at  every  turn.  Three  deaths  here,  and  the 
news  of  Friend  Serrills  death  before  I  started  home. 
Then  went  home  and  met  it  face  to  face  there,  and 
now  back  again  here  the  first  thing  I  meet  with  in 
going  round  the  house  is  the  same  gastly  messenger. 
This  is  the  fifth  death  bed  scene  for  me  within  a 
little  more  than  five  weeks!  Was  called  about  one 
o’clock  by  the  nurse,  to  learn  that  Berry  was  dead, 
and  both  before  and  after,  slept  lightly  and  uncom¬ 
fortably.  Arose  about  7,  not  earlier  than  necessary, 
and  as  soon  as  I  was  dressed  sent  a  note  reporting  my 
return  to  duty  and  Berry’s  death  down  to  Dr  Bache. 
Then  breakfasted  and  took  the  usual  morning  round. 
This  done  went  down  to  Lafferty’s  Lodge  and  thence 
took  stage  to  the  Navy  Yard,  feeling  badly.  Reported 
my  return  to  Capt.  Salter,  after  waiting  half  an  hour. 
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Then  went  down  to  Purser  Todds  office,  and  got  from 
Mr  Nixon  the  balance  of  my  last  month’s  pay.  Got 
also  60  dollars  for  old  Lafferty,  and  coming  at  once 
up  again,  gave  the  money  to  him,  got  his  signature  to 
the  receipt,  came  up  here,  enclosed  it  to  Mr  Nixon 
and  gave  it  to  Gilpin  to  deliver.  Then  a  little  writing: 
— getting  together  dirty  linen  for  Mrs  Malone  the 
laundress,  and  then  had  to  prescribe  for  her.  Then 
about  half  past  10,  got  ready  and  went  down  to  the 
Dead  house,  where  I  examined  poor  Berry.  Found  he 
had  died  from  chronic  pleurisy  of  very  grave  and 
extensive  character,  together  with  effusion  and  some 
softening  of  the  Brain.  The  examination  and  the  cus¬ 
tomary  amount  of  washing  of  hands  over,  had  an  ex¬ 
citement  in  consequence  of  Dr  Burt’s  discovery  that 
both  the  up  stairs  nurses,  Silcox  and  Young  were 
drunk.  After  being  satisfied  that  they  were  drunk 
went  into  the  office  and  wrote  a  few  minutes  until 
dinner.  Dined  and  was  writing  again  when  I  heard 
the  bell  ringing  for  Berry’s  funeral.  Mr  Chase  the 
Chaplain  being  sick,  Mr  Shackleford  an  episcopal 
pastor  with  a  fine  voice,  read  the  service  in  the  chapel. 
Except  the  half  drunken  sailors,  and  his  room  mate 
then,  I  was  the  only  one  to  attend  poor  Berry  to  his 
last  abode  it  being  too  wet  for  the  parson  to  go  to 
the  grave!  It  will  be  dry  enough  for  him  to  go  some 
day!  While  we  were  at  the  grave  Berrys  sister  came, 
having  been  too  late  for  the  service  although  sent  for 
by  me  in  the  morning.  The  funeral  over  I  returned  to 
my  writing  in  the  office,  but  had  not  written  longer 
than  half  an  hour  when  Dr  Bache  and  Mr  St.  John 
came.  Mr  St.  J.  soon  left,  when  the  doctor  and  I  had 
a  long  talk  about  patients,  apparatus,  steam  engines. 
Board  of  examination  and  towards  evening  he  left, 
and  I  served  out  the  monthly  requisition  to  the  men, 
signed  the  papers,  enclosed  them  to  Purser  Pettit,  and 
wrote  again  at  Bennetts  case  in  the  case  Book  till 
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Sewell  called  me  to  tea,  and  informed  me  that  one  of 
the  large  silver  spoons  had  been  lost  during  his  illness, 
when  Silcox  was  administering  to  my  wants.  After 
tea  and  the  customary  evening  visit,  returned  to  the 
office  and  wrote  until  near  10  o’clock  at  Sewells  and 
Berrys  cases  in  the  case  Book.  Then  came  to  my  room 
to  this  page  previous  to  the  late  evening  round  and 
bed.  Not  feeling  very  well.  Morning  cloudy,  soft 
and  mild.  Some  four  inches  of  snow  fell  during  the 
evening  and  night,  and  now  envelopes  everything  in 
winter  again.  Commenced  to  thaw  smartly  during 
the  morning  however,  and  has  continued  throughout 
the  day  though  without  visible  effect  on  the  snow, 
became  less  cloudy  during  the  afternoon  and  evening 
and  is  now  clear  and  moonlight,  except  for  a  little 
haze. 

Saturday  March  6th  18  52. 

Arose  about  half  past  7,  and  by  9  had  breakfasted 
and  passed  round  the  wards.  Then  went  into  the  office 
to  write  up  cases,  but  had  scarcely  commenced  when 
Dr.  Bache  came  in.  Then  had  two  certificates  of  or¬ 
dinary  disability,  and  one  of  Berrys  death  to  make 
out  in  duplicate  and  to  record,  and  then  the  cases  to 
copy  up.  We  talked  awhile  upon  the  hospital  con¬ 
cerns,  and  longer  still  upon  the  Rasori  use  of  Anti- 
monium  in  pneumonia.  Lieut.  Glasson  came  in  during 
the  morning  and  Dr  B.  introduced  me  to  him.  All  this 
filled  up  the  morning  very  busily  until  dinner  at  2. 
After  dinner  finished  copying  up  the  case  book,  and 
then  went  entirely  over  my  own  case  Book  with  the 
prescription  Book,  making  a  note  for  each  current 
case  that  should  embrace  the  changes  and  treatment 
in  each  during  my  absence,  no  notes  having  been  kept 
by  Dr  Bache.  This,  with  putting  my  table  and  draw¬ 
ers  in  order,  making  a  pen  wiper,  and  attending  to 
some  irregularities  up  stairs  occupied  the  afternoon 
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till  tea.  After  tea  and  the  usual  round,  and  the  in¬ 
fliction  of  some  of  Beatson’s  chemical  heroism,  went 
down  to  Lafferty’s  Lodge  to  see  him,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  pass  the  evening  in  a  little  writing  beside 
this  page: — in  some  reading  in  the  life  of  Benvenuto 
Cellini,  and  some  idleness,  though  not  much, — until 
time  for  bed  and  my  late  round. 

Weather  mild,  damp,  and  for  the  most  part  cloudy 
with  a  southerly  wind.  Sun  shone  out  at  times  but 
never  for  any  length  of  time  clearly.  Bar.  29.8  5. 

Sunday  March  7th  18  52. 

Arose  at  a  little  after  7.  Breakfast  at  8,  and  over  the 
house  for  the  patients  and  inspection  by  9.  Then  to 
the  Dispensary  to  write  the  prescriptions  for  the 
apothecary  and  nurses  and  the  diet  for  the  steward, 
and  then  into  the  office  to  write  up  the  daily  notes 
of  progress  in  the  cases,  that  may  be  necessary.  These 
are  the  occupations  common  to  all  the  mornings  and 
are  only  varied  in  the  length  of  time  required,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  varying  number  of  cases,  and  the  in¬ 
cidental  events  and  occurrences  that  from  day  to  day 
require  attention  throughout  the  large  house.  Today 
in  addition  had  to  install  an  old  man  James  Sewell  in 
the  duties  of  cleaning  up  the  office  and  taking  charge 
of  fires,  he  having  fallen  out  with  Mrs  Robinson  the 
cook  below  stairs,  and  needing  other  duty.  All  this 
done  by  10  o’clock.  Then  made  out  the  weekly  re¬ 
port,  and  before  it  was  finished  Dr  Bache  came  and 
signed  it.  Then  occupied  an  hour  or  more  in  making 
a  pen  wiper,  Dr  B.  having  ran  away  with  mine.  Then 
an  errand  up  stairs,  to  the  troublesome  dissatisfied, 
quarrelsome  Brothers,  who  is  enough  to  wear  out  the 
patience  and  self  righteousness  of  Job,  and  by  this 
time  it  was  one  o’clock  the  Sunday  dinner  hour.  After 
dinner  sat  down  with  a  volume  of  my  old  journal,  and 
spent  the  entire  afternoon  in  Naples,  only  interrupted 
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twice  by  messages  to  go  to  Brothers.  After  tea  and  the 
customary  early  evening  round,  went  down  to  see  old 
Lafferty,  and  sat  there  half  an  hour.  Then  down  to 
Dr  Bache’s  where  I  found  Mr  St  John  and  another 
gentleman.  Here  I  passed  the  evening  until  1 0  o’clock 
nearly,  talking  Laboratory,  Navy  Register,  vaccina¬ 
tion,  Baby’s  sore  neck,  Honey  soap  &c.  Came  home 
here  about  10,  and  passed  a  few  minutes  over  this 
page,  before  my  last  visit  to  all  inhabited  parts  of  the 
house  before  going  to  bed.  A  delightful  mild,  clear, 
bright  spring  day,  thawing  off  the  snow  very  grad¬ 
ually,  and  leaving  now  many  bare  places  upon  the 
ground,  which  I  hope  may  not  be  again  covered  this 
winter.  Bar.  30.15. 

Monday  March  8  th 

Morning  duties  as  usual,  with  a  visit  to  the  S.  P. 
building.  Afterward  had  a  talk  with  Dr  Bache,  about 
matters  and  things  in  general.  A  little  writing  next, 
and  then  went  to  work  to  clear  up  and  set  in  order 
the  closet  containing  the  Instruments  and  Splints. 
This  occupied  the  greater  part  of  the  morning.  Then 
had  to  examine  candidates  for  glory  in  the  form  of 
nurses,  several  of  whom  presented  themselves  in  an¬ 
swer  to  an  advertisement  in  the  Herald.  Then  dinner 
and  afterward  a  little  reading  and  idleness  until  near 
5  o’clock.  Stopping  to  see  old  Lafferty  for  some  min¬ 
utes,  walked  down  to  Fulton  Ferry  crossed,  went  to 
Milhan’s  and  there  bought  some  metalic  arsenic  to 
make  a  preparation  I  wanted.  Thence  to  Jerolimon’s 
Stationary  where  I  bought  a  patent  Inkstand.  Then 
to  a  cap  maker  where  to  bespeak  a  silk  cap  to  protect 
my  head  from  the  dust  through  the  day, — a  great  dis¬ 
comfort,  this  dust  in  ones  hair.  Thence  on  up  Broad¬ 
way  to  Lockwood’s  where  I  stopped  and  purchased 
Mitchells  "Dream  Life”  a  volume  I  have  sometime 
wanted  to  read.  This  finished  my  errands  and  I  went 
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to  Talman’s  to  take  tea  and  pass  the  evening.  Over¬ 
took  Miss  Julia  on  turning  out  of  Broadway,  and 
walked  home  with  her.  Spent  a  pleasant  sociable  eve¬ 
ning  until  *  *  *  *  when  as  Mr  Talman  was  going  out, 
I  left  in  the  rain,  took  a  stage  and  came  home.  Then 
the  usual  round  of  the  house  and  to  bed,  at  about 
half  past  10. 

Weather  cloudy  all  day,  but  not  threatening,  so 
that  I  thought  it  useless  to  carry  an  umbrella  in  the 
evening.  About  8  o’clock  however  the  rain  com¬ 
menced,  and  continued  lightly  into  the  night.  Mild 
and  pleasant  temperature. 

Tuesday  March  9th 

Morning  duties  as  usual.  Then  went  to  work  in 
the  dispensary  and  from  the  arsenic  bought  yester¬ 
day  made  some  Donovans  Solution  which  I  wished 
to  use  in  one  of  my  patients.  This  occupied  a  large 
part  of  the  morning.  When  it  was  done,  went  into 
the  office  to  write,  but  had  first  some  more  applicants 
for  nurseship  to  examine,  and  then  Mr  Chase  came  in 
and  sat  talking  for  half  an  hour.  Coming  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  baptizing  poor  Brothers,  who  had  expressed 
a  wish  to  be  so  baptized.  When  we  had  talked  for 
some  half  an  hour  Mr  Shackleford,  the  parson  with 
the  fine  voice,  who  could  not  go  in  the  wet,  down  to 
the  grave  the  other  day.  We  sat  a  few  minutes  longer 
and  then  went  up  to  Brother’s  ward  where  the  two 
parsons  went  through  the  ceremony  of  Baptism  out 
of  the  Book,  in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  patients 
&c.  While  the  ceremony  was  in  progress  Sewell  came 
and  beckoned  me,  as  I  thought  to  dinner,  but  on  go¬ 
ing  down  stairs  found  my  uncle  Bonsai  in  the  office 
having  just  arrived  from  Phila.  We  sat  and  talked  un¬ 
til  I  could  get  the  dinner  a  little  augmented,  and  then 
we  dined.  As  good  luck  had  it,  I  happened  to  have 
had  a  good  size  chicken  roasted,  so  we  made  out  pretty 
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well,  with  some  of  aunts  preserved  fruit.  After  din¬ 
ner  we  went  all  over  both  buildings,  and  enjoyed  the 
view  from  the  roof.  Then  came  down  into  the  office 
and  sat  till  tea  time.  Took  tea,  and  started  together 
over  to  the  city  in  a  stage.  Went  to  the  Astor  House 
where  uncle  "put  up”  and  then  we  walked  up  Broad¬ 
way  to  Chambers  Street: — he  going  to  Burtons  Thea¬ 
tre.  I  walked  on  up  and  went  to  Thorne’s  to  celebrate 
the  aniversary  of  their  visit  to  our  ship,  and  our  visit 
afterward  together  to  Virgils  tomb.  Found  Miss  T. 
at  home,  and  passed  a  very  pleasant  evening  indeed, 
in  reminiscences  of  past  times  chiefly.  With  no  auxi¬ 
liaries  whatever: — simply  our  two  selves  and  our  re¬ 
spective  chairs.  Miss  T.  and  myself  manage  to  spend, 
what  to  me  are  very  very  pleasant  evenings,  so  that 
I  almost  invariably  outstay  propriety,  and  in  all  hu¬ 
man  probability  make  her  desire  to  go  to  bed,  before 
she  has  the  opportunity.  But  somehow  I  never  recol¬ 
lect  how  the  time  passes  until  as  last  evening  it  was 
near  1 1  o’clock.  It  was  therefore  near  twelve  when  I 
reached  home  and  I  retired  without  the  customary 
late  round  through  the  house. 

Weather  clear  mild  and  springlike.  All  the  snow 
gone  at  last,  and  no  freezing  whatever.  Much  the 
mildest  day  we  have  had.  Scarcely  any  frost  in  the 
ground.  Weather  however  is  not  settled.  Bar.  near  30. 

Wednesday  March  10th 

Morning  duties  as  usual  until  near  10.  To  these  oc¬ 
cupations  have  now  for  three  days  been  added  that 
of  reading  Bennetts  Herald,  a  file  of  which  I  am 
henceforth  to  keep.  This  becomes  necessary  here  in 
this  lonely  out  of  the  way  place.  Heretofore  I  have 
always  been  surrounded  by  people  who  read  news¬ 
papers,  and  who  were  ever  ready  always  to  talk  about 
the  leading  topics  of  the  times,  and  thus  by  the  read¬ 
ing  and  talking  of  others  I  managed  to  keep  up  with 
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the  occurrences  of  the  times  so  as  always  to  have  an 
idea  and  an  opinion  when  such  were  disirable,  and 
missed  much  of  the  detestable  details  and  lies,  and 
humbug  of  newspapers,  always  holding  that  these  as 
leaders  of  the  people,  are  they  who  lead  them  astray, 
quite  as  far  as  they  were  ever  led  astray  in  the  old 
scripture  times.  Now  however  I  am  forced  to  take 
the  time,  and  run  the  risk  of  being  led  astray,  and 
read  the  Papers  for  myself,  and  it  is  for  me  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  newspaper  reading  in  my  lifetime  for 
I  have  never  had  the  habit,  and  always  a  distaste  for 
such  reading  before.  During  the  morning  had  some 
trouble  about  the  burial  of  a  man,  which  through 
my  inexperience  had  nearly  taken  place  in  an  irregu¬ 
lar  manner: — that  is  without  the  order  of  the  com¬ 
mandant  and  had  to  go  down  to  Dr.  Bache’s  early  in 
the  morning,  on  this  account,  had  a  number  of  little 
matters  to  attend  to  about  the  house,  and  at  11.  went, 
by  appointment,  down  to  the  Dr’s  House  to  vaccinate 
Mrs.  Bache’s  baby,  with  a  scab  brought  from  one  of 
Martha  Ann  Wilson’s  children,  vaccinated  before  I 
came  on  from  Phila.  As  I  came  along  met  at  the  door 
a  very  pretty  lady,  a  Mrs  Emily  Ward.  Should  have 
liked  to  have  seen  more  of  her,  but  could  not  stop. 
Came  back  and  made  another  formula  of  Donovans 
solution,  in  the  Dispensary,  not  being  satisfied  with 
that  of  yesterday.  This  occupied  the  remainder  of  the 
morning,  except  the  time,  and  a  great  long  time  too, 
necessary  to  listen  to  the  report  of  Mrs  Riley,  against 
the  foul  tongue  of  one  Lizzy,  a  strapping,  strong 
headed  Scotch  laundry  woman,  who  seems  blessed 
with  more  than  a  woman’s  tongue.  Dined  then,  and 
after  dinner  had  another  report  from  the  matron  to 
listen  to,  about  washing  blankets,  and  this  same 
Lizzy’s  tongue.  Then  went  to  work  and  cut,  and 
rolled  some  roller  bandages,  ready  for  use  in  emer¬ 
gency.  This  occupied  the  time  till  tea.  After  tea  called 
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at  Lafferty’s:  and  delivered  some  messages  about  the 
keeping  the  gates  shut.  Then  walked  over  to  the 
Astor  House  to  see  uncle  Bonsai,  but  could  not  find 
him  after  waiting  some  time.  Went  to  the  cap  store 
to  get  my  black  silk  cap,  ordered  a  day  or  two  since, 
and  then  returned  to  Christadoro’s  and  had  my  hair 
cut  very  badly.  Toward  the  end  of  the  operation  had 
to  be  very  watchful,  as  having  succeeded  in  arrest¬ 
ing  two  desperate  attempts  to  put  cologne,  grease  &c 
on  my  head,  concluded  I  was  safe,  and  relaxed  my 
watchfullness,  very  improperly,  in  favor  of  watching 
some  operations  for  dying  the  beard  of  an  aged  sinner 
who  sat  in  the  chair  in  front  of  me.  From  these  obser¬ 
vations  was  however  violently  aroused  by  an  awful 
scrubbing  and  twisting  of  my  head,  when  lo,  I  dis¬ 
covered  the  rascal  had  secretly  got  both  hands  full 
of  some  kind  of  fat,  behind  my  back,  and  was  making 
a  sort  of  mortar  in  my  head,  securing  all  the  fine  cut 
hair  that  he  had  not  put  down  my  neck,  and  scrub¬ 
bing  it  in  for  his  life.  I  cried  out, — but  it  was  literally 
crying  over  spilt  milk.  There  I  was,  a  perfect  object 
of  filthy  grease  and  disgust,  and  little  bits  of  hair, 
feeling  like  a  murderer:  for  I  would  have  shot  and 
butchered  all  Barbers,  and  burnt  down  their  houses 
and  scattered  all  the  ashes  into  the  sea.  As  it  was  I 
hurried  on  my  cravat  and  coat,  and  never  stopped  to 
take  breath  till  I  got  home,  and  got  soap  and  water. 
Reached  home  about  9,  and  about  10  retired. 

Weather  delightful,  clear,  mild  and  agreeable,  but 
colder  than  yesterday,  for  it  is  freezing  a  little  this 
evening.  Wind  very  changable  however,  and  weather 
not  settled. 

Thursday  March  11th  18  52. 

Before  breakfast  wrote  a  note  to  uncle  Bonsai  and 
sent  it  over  to  his  Hotel  by  Gilpin,  asking  him  to  dine 
with  me.  Then  breakfast  and  morning  duties  as  usual 
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till  half  past  10,  engaging  a  nurse  in  the  place  of 
one  Young  discharged  for  drunkenness  "without 
brandy”.  All  this  done,  and  some  extra  attentions  to 
the  troublesome  thankless  Brothers’,  sent  for  the  other 
nurse  Silcox,  and  had  a  war  talk  with  him  about  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  himself  in  the 
past  times,  and  the  reformation  that  must  take  place 
for  the  future.  Forbade  his  having  any  more  attacks 
of  dizziness  in  the  head,  under  any  circumstances,  and 
told  him  the  conditions  under  which  he  could  keep 
his  place.  This  over  went  to  work  at  my  troublesome 
roller  bandages  and  continued  at  them  until  near  3 
o’clock  waiting  for  uncle  to  come  to  dine.  At  3  how¬ 
ever  much  to  my  disappointment,  he  had  not  come 
and  I  dined  solus,  sumptuously,  but  with  little  ap¬ 
petite.  Dinner  over,  roller  bandages  again  until  dusk, 
interrupted  only  for  a  moment  by  Mrs  Bache  put¬ 
ting  her  head  in  the  door  to  enquire  for  her  "beau”. 
About  dusk  was  just  completing  the  days  work  when 
uncle  came  in  in  high  spirits  at  having  completed  the 
errand  for  Joseph  N.  Lewis  upon  which  he  came  to 
New  York,  most  satisfactorily.  Said  he  had  not  re¬ 
ceived  my  note  of  the  morning,  and  consequently 
knew  nothing  of  my  having  expected  him,  or  of  my 
having  called  last  evening.  We  took  tea  together  and 
were  just  starting  for  New  York  for  the  evening  when 
Jesse  Brothers  the  brother  of  my  troublesome  patient, 
came  from  North  Carolina  to  take  his  brother  home, 
the  latter  being  very  anxious  to  go,  though  not  more 
anxious  than  I  to  be  rid  of  him.  Therefore  was  very 
glad  to  see  Jesse  and  sent  him  up  from  the  gate  with 
permission  to  stay  all  night  with  his  brother.  After 
stopping  a  few  minutes  at  old  Lafferty’s  we  continued 
our  walk,  finally  getting  into  a  stage,  crossing  over, 
and  going  to  the  Broadway  Theatre;  where  Forrest 
was  playing  Febro  in  the  Broker  of  Bogota,  Bo-go-ta 
as  he  pronounces  it.  Soon  found  the  plot  to  be  like  all 
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other  tragedy  plots  and  dismissed  it  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  from  my  attention  in  favor  of  the  language  and 
ideas  as  expressed  in  the  forcible  axiomatic  style  of 
tragedy  writers.  No  single  part  in  the  piece  was  even 
tolerably  well  done  except  that  of  Forrest,  and  the 
principal  parts  of  Raymond  and  Rolando  were  both 
the  sublime  and  the  rediculous.  Raymond  constantly 
imitated  closely  a  stuffed  "wax  figure”  attitudinizing, 
and  blustered  awfully  thereby  diminishing  the  re¬ 
semblance  to  a  turkey  cock  without  brains.  His  pos¬ 
tures  were  very  like  the  red  green  and  yellow  pictures 
of  Rolla  &c  only  for  the  most  part  on  the  gloomy 
grand  order.  Forrest  acts  well  and  though  with  too 
much  ranting  and  extravagance,  yet  with  less  than 
when  I  last  saw  him  years  ago.  The  great  fault  that 
impressed  me  in  his  acting  was  in  a  kind  of  incom¬ 
patibility.  Thus  when  speaking  he  represented  by  his 
delivery  the  natural  slowness  and  measured  force, 
with  which  a  powerful  mind  in  Febro  acts  power¬ 
fully.  The  ideas  were  spaced  apart,  and  delivered  slow¬ 
ly  as  from  a  slowly  *  *  *  *  mind.  Then  at  the  same 
time  in  the  same  connection  he  would  reply  instantly 
without  such  measured  slowness,  enforcing  the  idea 
that  the  succession  was  ready  beforehand  rather  than 
depicting  it  as  the  result  of  mental  operation.  He 
would  say  instantly  what  in  nature  could  only  come 
from  consideration,  or  a  mental  process  of  some  kind: 
and  thus  separated  his  acting  altogether  from  nature. 

He  however  adds  greatly  to  the  impressive  force 
of  great  ideas  in  his  manner  and  reading  and  afforded 
me  great  gratification  in  his  eloquence  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  ambition.  After  the  tragedy  there  was  some 
bad  music  into  which  a  german  looking  orchestra  man 
introduced  the  musical  number  of  a  tin  pop  gun,  a 
novelty  in  the  excellence  of  music  which  I  had  never 
dreamed  of  before,  sounding  much  as  if  someone 
clapped  his  hands  at  the  head  of  certain  bars  in  the 
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strain  Should  have  been  at  a  loss  to  know  what  it 
meant  had  the  operator  been  other  than  a  german, 
but  as  it  is  would  never  dream  of  being  at  such  loss, 
or  even  at  the  trouble  of  enquiry,  for  it  is  an  axiom 
that  nobody  can  ever  hope  to  understand  anything 
german  in  the  way  of  music  or  metaphysics.  Next 
came  a  flesh  colored  brass  Polka,  with  nothing  in  this 
world  that  anybody  could  help  being  disgusted  with. 
The  thinnest  possible  legs  and  arms,  without  one  re¬ 
deeming  quality  though  exposed  to  critical  examina¬ 
tion  throughout  the  whole  extent,  and  a  stereotype 
changeless  smile  upon  an  ugly  excuse  for  a  face 
painted — yes  almost  hidden  by  bad  rouge,  and  all  this 
dressed  in  a  queen  Ann’s  Ruff  instead  of  skirts,  nearly 
killed  me.  I  could  not  stand  it,  so  saying  goodbye  to 
uncle  on  the  plea  of  having  so  far  to  go  home,  I  left, 
escaping  the  '"Bengal  Tiger”.  An  afterpiece  that  I  had 
begun  to  dread  long  before,  when  I  saw  the  Bill  first, 
and  came  to  know  the  character  of  the  "Stock  Com¬ 
pany”  in  the  first  piece. 

It  was  now  some  time  past  10  and  I  came  home  in 
the  stage  enjoying  the  odor  of  teaberry  lozenges  that 
were  being  comminuted  in  quantities  by  a  young 
gentleman  and  lady  my  only  fellow  passengers.  It 
really  seems  to  me  that  such  things  are  only  more 
bearable  than  segar  smoke  because  they  are  less  com¬ 
mon,  and  commonly  in  smaller  quantities.  This  ride 
was  however  refreshing  in  this  respect  after  I  had  sat 
behind  a  man  and  his  wife  who  were  certainly  one  in 
the  use  of  castor  oil  and  cologne  water  on  their  com¬ 
mon  head  as  an  established  habit  for  the  rancidity  of 
the  compound  showed  that  it  was  not  a  new  experi¬ 
ment,  or  a  holyday  practice  with  them  And  if  one 
should  reason  upon  their  condition  a  fortiori,  one 
would  say  they  lived  beyond  the  limits  of  soap  and 
water,  but  where  tailors  and  milliners  were  pretty 
skillful. 
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Got  home  about  half  past  11,  and  was  kept  by 
Brothers  at  his  bedside  for  half  an  hour  in  his  com¬ 
plaining  fretfulness,  with  his  manner  of  "poor  me! 
here  I  lie  in  a  dying  condition  and  this  miserable  doc¬ 
tor  only  comes  to  see  me  six  times  a  day  and  wont  sit 
up  with  me  at  night.”  Extortionate,  cunning,  cruel 
and  inconsiderate  even  on  a  dying  bed,  I  sometimes 
query  with  myself  if  crossbreeds  can  have  a  soul. 

Weather  clear  and  delightful,  pleasantly  cool, 
scarcely  freezing  at  all,  even  now  at  midnight.  Still 
unsettled  however.  Wind  southward  and  eastward. 

Sunday  October  2d.  18  53. 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  and  Thursday  occu¬ 
pied  in  the  laboratory,  and  superintending  the  plumb¬ 
ing  work  in  the  garret.  Workmen  still  engaged  in  my 
room  in  the  basement.  All  the  spare  time  I  could  get 
now  up  in  the  store  room  putting  up  the  Bainbridges 
outfit.  On  Tuesday,  I  think,  Smith  made  us  a  visit 
with  Capt.  Hudsen  and  his  Clerk  Mr.  Sanger.  On 
Wednesday  Mrs.  Stanly  the  Matron  left  and  by  her  I 
sent  a  message  to  Uncle  Jacob  in  answer  to  a  letter 
received  from  him  on  Tuesday,  in  relation  to  a  deed 
in  my  book  case  in  Darby. 

On  Friday  morning  just  about  daylight,  and  just 
before  gunfire,  Say  *  *  *  *  o’clock  Caroline  told  me 
she  had  been  awakened  by  a  sharp  pain,  which  went 
off  and  was  repeated  again  after  10  or  15  minutes.  I 
soon  suspected  she  was  in  labour,  and  about  6  got  up 
and  dressed.  By  8  o’clock  the  pains  were  only  a  few 
minutes  apart,  and  had  become  more  severe,  leaving 
little  doubt  of  their  character.  Found  the  hard  head 
of  the  Child  presenting,  high  up,  but  no  bag  of  waters, 
nor  *  *  *  *  uteri.  The  pains  increased  in  severity  and 
with  shortening  interval  till  near  noon  when  there 
was  scarce  any  interval  at  all,  and  her  suffering  almost 
beyond  endurance.  The  head  was  then  engaged,  but 
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I  could  not  make  out  the  position,  and  mistook  a  large 
suggillation  of  the  scalp  for  the  chord  and  was  very 
much  worried  and  very  anxious  for  the  life  of  the 
babe.  Got  Dr.  Bache  to  examine,  and  was  much  re¬ 
lieved  when  he  assured  us  that  all  was  right.  Believe 
that  I  was  so  excited  as  to  have  lost  all  judgement  and 
skill  in  the  matter,  and  scarcely  know  what  I  did  or 
said.  As  soon  as  he  made  his  examination  the  case  again 
became  all  simple  and  plain  again.  The  Character  of 
the  pains  now  changed.  They  became  expulsive,  the 
head  slowly  and  naturally  decending.  About  two 
oclock  or  a  little  after,  the  head  was  born,  and  soon 
after  another  pain  pushed  the  body  out  as  far  as  the 
hips,  the  child  breathing  and  crying  well,  lay  in  this 
position  some  four  or  five  minutes  when  another  pain 
expelled  it  entirely  at  about  twenty  minutes  past  2 
o’clock.  Half  an  hour  later  a  very  large  placenta  came 
away  naturally  and  the  labour  and  suffering  of  my 
precious  wife  were  over.  Bessie  had  been  sent  for  about 
10  o’clock  and  was  with  us  till  all  was  over.  Nurse 
Nace  had  been  sent  for  later,  but  did  not  arrive  till 
all  was  over.  The  Child  was  a  fine  large  fat  boy  and 
weighed  in  the  evening  12  pounds  with  a  blanket 
which  was  afterward  found  to  weigh  1  pound.  No 
bleeding  or  other  accident  occurred,  and  the  poor 
dear  felt  as  though  in  another  world.  Slept  well  that 
night,  and  on  the  morning  of  Saturday  Oct.  1  was 
very  bright  and  well.  That  morning  wrote  to  Uncle 
Bonsai  giving  them  the  news,  and  also  wrote  to  Matt¬ 
son  the  tailor  to  enclose  a  draft  for  the  balance  of  my 
account.  Then  went  in  the  waggon  with  Dr.  Bache 
down  to  the  Yard,  (the  first  time  he  had  been  out,) 
Got  my  money,  went  up  to  see  the  Commodore  and 
Capt.  Hudson,  and  then  to  see  Mr.  Farron  to  get  an 
engineer  for  our  Steam  Pump  repairs.  Then  over  to 
town  to  Clark  Dodge  &  Co.  Brokers  office  where  I 
bought  a  draft  on  E.  W.  Clark  &  Co.  of  Phila.  for 
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$54.01,  to  the  order  of  S.  H.  Mattson,  tailor.  This  I 
enclosed  in  the  letter  written  in  the  morning,  and  then 
put  both  that  and  the  one  for  uncle  Bonsai  in  the 
post  office.  This  pays  the  Balance  of  my  account  to 
Mattson,  and  pays  every  cent  of  debt  that  I  am  aware 
of  owing  in  the  world.  Then  went  to  Milhan’s  and 
bought  some  Farina,  Groats,  and  Lipsalve  for  Caro¬ 
line  and  then  returned  home.  Settled  up  my  monthly 
accounts.  Found  Sallie  Fellows  here,  dined,  and  then 
went  over  to  the  Laboratory  where  I  passed  the  after¬ 
noon  in  bending  glass  tubes  and  getting  my  room 
Cleared  out  for  work,  the  Masons  having  now  fin¬ 
ished.  Some  Carpenter  work  however  still  to  be  done. 
In  the  evening  read  the  paper  until  Charley  Fellows 
first,  then  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  from  Phila.  came  and 
we  took  tea.  After  tea  Aunt  Lownds  came,  and  all  of 
course  were  very  much  surprised  to  find  a  baby.  The 
whole  congregation  occupied  Carolines  room  until  I 
feared  she  would  suffer  from  the  effect.  She  however 
continued  very  well.  Rested  badly  on  account  of  the 
baby,  but  this  morning  is  very  well  indeed.  Morning 
occupied  in  writing  here  and  in  my  Note  Book  and 
with  the  Sick  Report.  Afternoon  made  out  Form  FI 
for  last  quarter,  and  assisted  Dr.  Bache  with  other 
quarterly  returns. 

Sunday  October  9th. 

Monday  assisted  Dr.  Bache  with  the  returns,  mak¬ 
ing  out  the  O.  K.  Done  by  dinner  time  and  then  en¬ 
gaged,  superentending  Water  and  Gas  Workmen,  and 
masons.  Tuesday  chiefly  engaged  in  the  Laboratory 
at  the  Bainbridges  requisition  and  at  my  room. 
Wednesday  Carpenters  in  my  room  in  Laboratory  and 
plumbers  in  the  Fiospital,  and  Culvert  Commencing 
to  put  in  his  Furnaces  throughout  the  basement,  his 
estimate  having  been  accepted  in  preference  to  the 
plan  of  heating  by  Steam,  Chiefly,  I  suspect,  because 
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Dr.  Bache  would  not  recommend  the  latter.  Thurs¬ 
day  occupied  in  the  Laboratory  Chiefly.  Friday  the 
secretary  of  the  Navy  with  a  long  suite  visited  the 
Hospital  and  Laboratory,  and  said  he  would  carry 
out  the  plan  of  the  latter.  Saturday  Laboratory 
nearly  all  day  making  and  putting  up  Lemon  Syrup 
for  the  Bainbridge,  and  getting  the  room  a  little  in 
order.  To  day  the  usual  Sundays  writing,  and  a  little 
reading,  some  looking  over  Bills  etc.  Thursday  had  a 
visit  from  Dr.  Gunnell,  and  today  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Letsen.  Evenings  all  passed  with  Caroline  reading 
aloud  to  her  in  continuation  of  Relstab’s  1812  when¬ 
ever  the  crying  baby  would  permit.  She  has  been  very 
well  throughout  the  *  *  *  *  except  on  Tuesday  night, 
or  Wednesday  morning  when  I  had  to  be  called  up 
to  find  her  suffering  severe  pains  probably  from  hav¬ 
ing  eaten  some  sweet  potato.  The  baby  proves  to  be 
very  fretful  and  cries  almost  constantly,  when  not 
asleep  or  nursing,  frequently  disturbing  his  mothers 
rest  at  night  much  to  her  detriment.  He  seems  to  be 
much  troubled  with  colic,  passes  quantities  of  wind, 
and  bids  fair  to  be  a  troublesome  *  *  *  *  Child.  His 
Mother  names  him  Edward  Squibb  to  which  I  add 
his  paternal  great  great  grandmothers  maiden  name 
of  Hamilton.  This  I  insist  upon  in  consequence  of  the 
great  disadvantage  that  I  have  suffered  during  life 
from  so  odd  and  ugly  a  name  as  that  of  Squibb.  These 
disadvantages  I  do  not  feel  myself  justified  in  entail¬ 
ing  upon  my  Children.  His  name  is  therefore  Edward 
Squibb  Hamilton,  or  Edward  S.  Hamilton. 

During  the  week  received  a  letter  from  Mattson, 
making  me  still  indebted  $5.12  to  him,  by  his  ac¬ 
count. 

Sunday  October  16th  18  53. 

Until  yesterday  the  occupations  of  the  workmen 
have  been  Chiefly  confined  to  the  Laboratory  except 
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the  superintending  of  the  gaswork.  Masons  at  the 
Pump  room,  and  the  workmen  at  the  Furnaces  in  the 
Cellar.  Made  Phos  of  L  *  *  *  *  Fluid  Ext.  Valerian, 
and  set  up  apparatus  for  ammonia,  between  working 
at  the  Bainbridges  requisition  at  intervals.  On  Thurs¬ 
day  having  received  a  letter  from  Plarry  Avery  asking 
me  to  see  if  his  songs  might  be  published  here,  went 
to  town  to  make  the  enquiries,  to  get  some  tracing 
paper  for  Dr.  Bache’s  tracings  for  Washington,  and 
some  worsted  for  Caroline.  And  wrote  to  Ffarry 
Avery  in  the  evening.  On  friday  made  the  tracings 
for  Dr.  Bache  of  Hospital  etc.  On  Saturday  received 
a  letter  from  Sam  White,  enclosing  a  check  for  161.$ 
to  pay  for  his  monument  and  went  over  to  town  to  do 
his  errand  and  to  buy  a  cradle.  Went  to  the  Crystal 
Palace  for  an  hour  or  two,  but  saw  no  Cradles.  Then 
sought  for  them  in  N.  York,  and  all  over  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  and  was  obliged  to  take  a  very  common  one  at 
last  after  having  my  legs  nearly  run  off.  When  I 
reached  home  found  Dr.  Bache  had  had  another  dif¬ 
ficulty  with  Beatson,  and  had  suspended  him,  chiefly 
because  he  said  he  would  receive  orders  only  from  Dr. 
Bache  personally.  I  had  carried  him  an  order  from  Dr. 
Bache  in  the  morning  with  regard  to  the  Bainbridges 
requisition,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  taking  the 
ground.  He  knew  it  was  in  a  hurry,  and  we  had  no 
apprentice,  and  a  new  labourer.  I  had  then  to  take 
Mr.  Jackson  from  the  dispensary,  after  dinner  at  4 
oclock,  and  go  to  work  at  the  Bainbridges  Medicines 
after  going  to  Beatson  for  his  keys.  This  morning  up 
early  and  through  my  morning  duties  as  quickly  as 
possible,  then  over  to  the  laboratory,  where  I  have 
worked  hard  till  it  was  quite  dark.  This  evening  have 
had  the  sick  report  Case  Book,  and  other  writing  ac¬ 
cumulated  during  the  week  and  am  now  closing  with 
this  page,  very,  very,  tired.  Dr.  Bache  goes  to  Wash¬ 
ington  tomorrow.  Dr.  King  and  Mary  came  on  from 
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Phila.  on  Wednesday  and  returned  on  Friday  taking 
Mrs.  Cook  with  them.  Evenings  of  the  week  reading 
aloud  when  the  crying  baby  would  permit.  Sent  on 
by  Dr.  King  5.12$  to  Mattson  being  the  balance  of 
his  account  by  his  statement. 

Sunday  Oct.  23d.  18  53. 

The  occupations  of  the  week  have  been  confined 
Chiefly  to  the  Laboratory  except  the  supervision  of 
the  various  gangs  of  workmen  on  the  grounds.  Up  to 
Friday  afternoon  was  very  busy  with  the  Bainbridges 
Outfit.  At  that  time  took  it  down  and  put  it  on  board 
the  Brig.  Afterward  occupied  in  getting  a  little  order 
in  the  store  room,  and  finding  out  what  is  wanted. 
Several  times  during  the  week  very  much  interrupted 
and  annoyed  by  the  Commodorial  propensities  of 
Mrs.  Bach,  who  seems  to  think  that  she  has  all  the 
authority  of  her  husband  in  his  absence,  and  talks  of 
reporting  matters  to  the  Commodore,  and  orders  and 
interferes  with  people  in  a  way  that  is  very  wrong 
and  disagreeable,  and  unbearable  if  to  be  continued 
for  any  length  of  time.  It  has  been  very  difficult  for 
me  to  avoid  saying  things  that  would  probably  lead 
to  quarrelling. 

During  the  evenings  reading  aloud  to  Caroline.  We 
have  finished  Relstab’s  1812,  and  have  found  it  quite 
a  good  book.  Much  above  the  level  of  the  times  and 
class.  Last  evening  we  commenced  Smolletts  "Hum¬ 
phry  Clinker.  This  morning  Caroline  took  breakfast 
with  me  for  the  first  time  out  of  her  room, — Sick  re¬ 
port,  Note  Book  etc.  have  filled  up  the  morning. 

Shortly  after  Church  Mrs.  Bache  came  flying  into 
the  parlour  where  Caroline  and  I  were  sitting,  with 
"good  news”  as  she  said  having  at  Capt.  Boarmans 
house  seized  and  brought  of  my  orders  of  detachment 
from  the  hospital,  and  attachment  to  the  Laboratory 
to  take  affect  at  once.  These  orders  seemed  to  affect 
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her  more  than  it  did  us,  as  we  took  the  matter  quite 
coolly.  Dr.  Bache  is  to  return  tomorrow  morning 
early. 

When  I  went  over  first,  put  the  contents  of  the 
beaker  and  jar  of  yesterdays  experiment  into  the  large 
porcelain  evap.  pan.  (new)  over  the  sand,  and  started 
the  fire  under  it.  Then  added  to  this  from  time  to 
time,  distilled  water,  and  Iodide  till  it  was  full  of  a 
solution  saturated  at  a  temperature  of  about  190  . 
The  s.  g.  of  this  solution  was  1.740.  Then  got  a  carb. 
Ammonia  jar  from  the  store  room,  tried  it  cleaned 
and  heated  it,  to  receive  the  solution.  Meanwhile  I 
had  fitted  together  two  old  panneled  door  cheeks  and 
made  a  small  close  closet  against  the  wall  near  the 
large  steam  kettle,  where  the  wall  was  heated  hottest 
from  the  boiler  Furnace.  In  this  the  temperature  was 
over  100°,  though  probably  never  rising  above  110°. 
Strained  the  hot  solution  into  the  large  jar,  after 
diluting  it  a  little  farther,  and  then  set  it  in  the  little 
closet  upon  a  stool,  to  crystalize  and  evaporate  slowly. 
Then  dissolved  the  remainder  of  the  solution  in  the 
same  way  but  making  the  solution  less  dense,  s.  g. 
saturated  at  about  125°.  This  I  strained  into  a  smaller 
jar  and  set  it  upon  a  stool  resting  on  top  of  the  other 
jar  in  the  little  closet.  Thus  the  whole  59  lbs  9  oz  of 
salt  are  thus  disposed  of  for  a  few  weeks,  provided 
there  is  no  creeping  over  or  leaking  from  the  jars. 
Intend  to  let  them  remain  here,  looking  in  on  them 
daily  till  this  day,  *  *  *  *  weeks.  Have  now  only  the 
residue  to  finish,  intending  to  add  this  to  the  residue 
of  the  last  process  and  finish  them  all  up  together. 
Then  Clarke  and  I  washed  up  and  put  away  all  the 
utensils  and  apparatus  that  had  been  used  in  this 
process,  and  took  a  pretty  general  clear  up. 

Washed  the  Crystals  of  TARTAR  EMETIC  that 
have  been  standing  for  some  days  waiting  for  time  to 
be  attended  to,  Dried  them  in  the  kettle  and  put  them 
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away,  9  ounces  in  all,  and  1/3  not  very  white.  We 
then  washed  up  the  basin  and  thus  concluded  this 
process. 

Then  had  to  go  and  get  out  the  formulae  of  Blue 
Pill  &c  for  *Dr  Bache  to  deduce  prices  from: — and  to 
superintend  Mr  Buckley  in  getting  out  a  plan,  and 
measurements  for  the  counter  in  the  Analytical 
Room. 

Then  wrote  a  note  to  Mr  Stratton,  asking  him  to 
send  and  have  the  gas  taken  into  the  Analytical  Room, 
and  into  the  Store  Room  above,  for  sealing,  melting 
wax  &c. 

ETHER. 

Then  commenced  to  set  up  the  apparatus  for  mak¬ 
ing  Ether.  First  jointed  the  still  up  to  the  steam  open¬ 
ing.  Then  put  the  glass  guage  tube  in  its  place,  this 
time  with  plaster  of  Paris  and  candle  wick.  Then 
beat  up  the  beak  so  as  to  fit  the  large  glass  Liebigs 
Condenser,  and  jointed  this  up  to  the  still.  Then  got 
the  new  condensers  out  of  the  cellar,  and  washed  the 
coal  dust  from  them,  setting  them  in  place  and  fit¬ 
ting  the  eduction  pipes.  Then  fitted  a  piece  of  lead 
pipe  to  connect  the  Liebig  to  these  tin  condensers, 
soldering  on  an  eduction  pipe  for  the  acid  liquor,  al¬ 
cohol  &c  that  I  expect  to  condense  with  the  glass  con¬ 
denser.  Then  luted  all  the  joints,  attached  the  hose 
and  had  every  thing  prepared  for  work  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Then  finally  got  out  the  formulae  for  Clarke  to 
mix  the  alcohol  and  acid  by  in  the  morning. 

Basin  No  1. 

Acid:  Sulphur:  s.  g.  1.845  /z  gall=  lbs  oz 

Alcohol,  strong  s.  g.  .820  \/z  = 

To  be  mixed  and  thrown  into  the  still,  then. 


*Dr.  Bache  was  the  grandson  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  brother-in-law  of  Edward  R. 
Squibb.  He  was  Dr.  Squibb’s  superior  at  the  Naval  Hospital. 
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Basin  No  2. 

Acid  Sulph:  s.  g.  1  gall.=  lbs  oz 

Alcohol  1 

To  be  mixed  and  thrown  in. 

Basin  No  3. 

Acid:  Sulphur:  s.  g.  l/z  gall=  lbs  oz 

Alcohol  1  /z 

To  be  mixed  and  thrown  into  the  still,  making  the 
charge  of  6  gallons.  Then 

Basin  No  4. 

Acid:  Sulph:  s.  g.  2  pints=  lbs  oz 

Alcohol  14 

To  be  mixed  and  kept  ready  for  feeding  after  the 
etherification  commences. 

All  this  occupied  me  till  long  after  dark. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  in  cutting  the  screws  for  the 
*  *  *  *  fittings. 

Mr  Buckley  commenced  work  this  morning  upon 
the  Analytical  Room,  having  got  the  stuff  here  this 
morning. 

Richard  Coggins  came  and  brought  the  tank  for 
the  condenser  and  the  sink  and  wash  basin  for  the 
analyt.  Room,  but  did  not  commence  work. 

Mr  Derry  out  part  of  the  morning.  He  and  James 
at  work  getting  up  an  outfit  for  the  Falmouth,  and 
in  finishing  the  furniture  glass  for  outfits.  Robert 
clearing  out  the  packing  Room  and  clearing  furni¬ 
ture  glass  &c  all  day. 

In  the  evening  just  as  I  was  about  to  commence  to 
write  here  Dr  Mayo  came  in  and  sat  talking  unin¬ 
terestingly  till  near  9  o’clock.  It  appears  that  *Mrs 
Bache  and  Bryan  have  had  a  quarrel,  and  that  Bryan 
from  having  been  a  most  special  favorite  is  become 
the  worst  and  most  impossible  man  in  the  world,  hav¬ 
ing  refused  any  longer  to  take  care  of  their  cow. 
What  was  the  cause  of  the  war  I  know  not.  One  of  the 

*Mrs.  Bache  was  Caroline  Squibb’s  eldest  sister  and  Dr.  Bachc’s  second  wife. 
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nurses  Thomas,  has  disappeared  most  mysteriously, 
not  having  been  heard  of  since  last  Sunday  week.  He 
has  probably  been  drowned  or  murdered. 

After  Dr  M.  left,  wrote  here  till  after  10  oclock, 
much  to  Caroline’s  disappointment,  as  she  misses  her 
evenings  amusement  of  being  read  to. 


Saturday  Oct.  28. 

When  I  came  in  Clarke  had  the  charge  in  the  still 
for  ETHER,  and  we  screwed  down  the  cover  and 
filled  the  condensing  tubs  with  water  at  once,  by  the 
time  we  were  all  ready  about  9  o’clock  Mr  Watson 
had  the  steam  up  to  91  lbs.  the  pressure  by  which  we 
worked  throughout  the  morning.  Only  a  minute  or 
two  elapsed  after  admitting  the  steam  before  the  educ. 
pipes  of  the  Liebig  and  second  condenser  began  to 
run.  Returned  these  runnings  until  ebulition  was 
fairly  established,  and  until  they  marked  a  s.  g.  of 
.780.  Then  drew  off  very  nearly  6  galls,  marking 
about  as  follows,  each  half  gall  tried  separately  as  it 
came  over. 


1st.  l 2/i  gall 

.775 

5  th  V2  gall 

.7  55 

9th  y2  gall 

.780 

2d  "  " 

.780 

6  "  "  " 

.755 

10”  "  " 

.760 

3d  "  " 

.765 

7  «  <<  « 

.765 

.760 

4th  "  " 

.755 

g  << 

.770 

12  "  2  pints 

.730 

Mean  s.  g. 

.762  y2 

The  last  two  pints  only  were  condensed  by  the  3d 
or  last  condenser.  *  *  *  *  the  running  four  more 
Basins  of  mixture  the  same  as  *  *  *  *  were  passed  in 
through  the  feeding  funnel,  making  the  whole  quan¬ 
tity  of  materials  as  follows. 

Acid:  Sulph:  s.  g.  1.845  at  68°.  Alcohol  s.  g.  .820 


at  70° 

1st  Basin 
2d  do 
3d  do 
4th  do 


l/z  gall  =  8  lbs. 

1  "  =  16  " 

Yz  "  8  " 

2  pints  4 


\l/2  galls. 
1 

l/z  " 
P/4  « 
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5  th 

do 

2  " 

4  " 

i34 

<< 

6th 

do 

2  " 

4  " 

tt 

7th 

do 

2  " 

4  " 

i3/4 

8  th 

do 

2  " 

4  " 

i3/4 

tt 

52  " 

12  3/4 

a 

In 

the  midst  of  the  process 

when 

every  thing 

was 

going  on  very  well,  the  sulphate  of  lime  luting  of  the 
glass  guage  tube  gave  way,  and  the  contents  of  the 
still  commenced  escaping,  charring  all  the  wood  &c, 
and  making  a  terrible  splashing,  ruining  all  our 
clothes  &c.  In  trying  to  arrest  or  catch  the  hot  fluid 
I  scalded  my  right  thumb,  and  Clarke  got  some  of  the 
hot  acid  in  a  cut  upon  his  hand.  Finally  we  had  to  let 
it  run,  and  catch  as  much  as  possible  of  it,  losing  a 
great  deal  however,  and  hence  the  small  yield.  Had  a 
very  hot  disagreeable  and  dangerous  job  of  bailing  out 
the  hot  acid  mixture.  Then  renewed  the  joints  of  the 
guage,  luting  the  dried  surfaces  this  time  with  putty 
or  white  lead.  Then  returned  all  the  mixture  that  we 
caught,  screwed  down  the  cover  and  recommenced, 
receiving  about  1  gallon  afterward.  During  the  whole 
process  the  last  condenser  seemed  to  have  little  to  do, 
even  when  the  water  in  the  other  tub  became  quite 
warm.  Put  all  the  crude  ether  as  it  came  over  into 
one  of  the  carboys,  last  used  for  Pottasa  solution. 

Then  determined,  as  it  was  only  about  2  p.  m.  to 
put  in  and  run  over  another  charge  so  as  to  finish  all 
I  wanted  to  make  to  day,  as  I  feared  the  effect  of  the 
acid  upon  the  tin  condensers  if  they  should  be  left 
standing  till  Monday.  Beside  the  steam  was  still  up. 
So  directed  Clarke  to  run  off  the  residue  from  the 
still,  and  prepare  another  charge  while  I  was  at  din¬ 
ner.  The  last  carboy  of  acid  had  been  exhausted  by 
the  last  process  one  pint  having  been  taken  from  a 
bottle  to  make  up  the  necessary  quantity.  The  old  car- 
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boy  of  acid,  that  was  bought  by  Dr  Bache  long  ago, 
as  pure  acid,  I  knew  was  not  quite  of  the  officinal 
strength,  but  as  the  alcohol  was  stronger,  supposed  it 
would  do.  Therefore  directed  Clarke  to  use  from  it. 


ETHER. 


Acid:  Sulph 

:  s.  g.  1.832  at  68°. 

Alcohol  s 

1st  Basin 

l/z  gall  8  lbs 

1J/2  gall 

2d  do 

1  "  16  " 

l‘/2  " 

3d  do 

2  pints  4 

m  " 

4th  do 

1  "  2  " 

2 

5  "  do 

1  "  2  " 

2 

32  " 

83/4  " 

The  yield  from  this  was  about  as  follows,  each  half 
gall,  having  been  tried  before  it  was  turned  into  the 
carboy,  (a  separate  yield 

1st.  /z  gallon  s.  g.  .815  6th  Zz  gallon  s.  g.  .865 


2d 

tt 

3 

tt 

4 

tt 

tt 

*  u  1  /  / 

.830  8  "  " 

.840  9  "  " 

.820  10  "  " 


tt 

tt 

.815 

ft 

tt 

.810 

tt 

tt 

.825 

1 1 

tt 

.740 

Mean  s.  g.  .8175  but  little  below  that  of  the  Alcohol 
Commenced  running  this  off  at  3  p.  m.  with  the 
steam  at  80  °.  Found  no  difficulty  in  boiling  it,  but 
the  density  of  the  yield  surprised  me,  and  not  think¬ 
ing  the  fault  could  lie  in  the  acid  supposed  there  was 
not  temperature  enough  from  the  low  steam.  Re¬ 
turned  the  liquid  that  came  over,  from  time  to  time 
throughout  the  process,  for  at  times  it  reached  .880. 
The  last  or  10th  yield  was  only  about  3  pints,  and 
came  from  the  last  condenser,  It  was  put  into  the 
carboy  with  the  yield  from  the  first  Process. 

When  the  process  was  about  half  finished  thus  un¬ 
satisfactorily  I  stopped  it  and  tried  to  raise  the  steam 
higher,  for  it  had  fallen  70  lbs.  Could  not  do  this 
without  taking  wood  to  freshen  the  fire.  With  pieces 
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of  board  &c  Clarke  and  I  then  got  up  the  pressure 
in  the  boiler  to  95  lbs,  and  then  started  again.  But 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  result,  or  if  any  it  was 
against  the  temperature  showing  that  the  fault  lay 
somewhere  else,  certainly  now  in  the  weaker  acid.  The 
table  makes  the  amount  of  difference  between  these 
two  acids  used,  to  be  about  5  per  cent  of  dry  acid. 

The  whole  yield  from  both  processes  was  opalescent, 
with  a  leaden  sediment.  The  liquid  condensed  in  the 
first  condenser  was  always  returned  with  the  feed 
liquid.  This  amounted  to  as  much  as  all  the  rest. 

It  was  long  after  dark  before  we  got  through,  and 
we  then  had  all  the  apparatus  to  discharge  and  wash 
out,  and  the  water  to  draw  off,  so  that  it  should  not 
suffer  erosion  by  standing  over  till  Monday. 

Watson  was  occupied  till  3  p.  m.  in  firing,  and  at¬ 
tending  to  the  steam  guage.  He  then  went,  by  previ¬ 
ous  leave,  to  Newark  to  remain  till  Monday,  and  is 
to  get  glass  tubes  for  the  water  guage, — a  Rod  of 
steel  for  the  splint  screws,  and  some  india  rubber 
packing  as  he  returns. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  the  outfit  for  the 
Falmouth  and  the  Arago,  except  that  James  assisted 
us  a  little  down  below. 

Robert  went  to  town  for  Dr  Bache,  and  afterward 
was  occupied  in  cleaning  furniture  glass  from  the 
Saratoga  and  Cyanne. 

Mr  Buckley  worked  all  day  at  the  counter  for  the 
analytical  Room. 

In  the  morning  Mr  Stratton  came  with  his  men, 
and  estimated  that  the  gas  fitting  to  be  done  would 
cost  about  38  dollars.  So  set  him  to  work.  His  men 
took  up  the  floors  and  surbases,  and  took  the  meas¬ 
urements  for  the  piping,  and  were  done  by  1  p.  m. 

Went  over  home  very  tired,  with  an  almost  new 
trousers  and  shoes  quite  spoiled,  and  a  scalded  thumb, 
but  much  more  annoyed  at  the  result  of  the  last  proc- 
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ess.  Soon  after  I  got  in  Caroline  told  me  that  *Shang 
had  just  swallowed  a  pin,  and  she  was  very  much 
alarmed.  He  has  a  habit  of  picking  up  every  thing 
within  his  reach  and  putting  it  in  his  mouth.  She  had 
given  him  a  roll  of  tape  with  a  small  pin  in  it  to 
fasten  the  end,  and  thinks  he  drew  the  pin  out  with 
his  teeth  and  after  chewing  on  it  a  short  time  swal¬ 
lowed  it.  I  much  doubt  that  he  could  swallow  so  small 
a  thing  without  having  something  with  it,  and  sup¬ 
pose  the  pin  may  have  been  lost.  If  he  did  swallow  it 
as  she  insists,  it  has  certainly  done  him  no  harm  as 
yet.  After  tea  Miss  Chase  came  in  and  sat  some  time, 
then  Dr  Chase.  I  then  read  over  part  of  a  number  of 
Punch  and  Diogenes,  and  finally  read  aloud  to  Caro¬ 
line  from  the  Last  of  the  Barons,  till  near  10  o’clock 
when  we  went  to  bed.  This  morning  received  a  letter 
from  Harry  Avery. 

Sunday  Oct.  29.  18  54. 

After  breakfast  came  over  and  took  the  s.  g.  of  the 
acids  and  alcohol  I  have  been  using,  and  then  wrote 
up  my  notes  of  yesterday.  Then  took  a  pound  of  Car¬ 
bonate  of  Potassa  and  put  half  of  it  into  each  carboy 
with  the  crude  ether,  shaking  both  up.  Then  took 
out  measurements,  and  got  out  a  plan  for  setting  the 
two  boilers  in  the  analytical  room  for  blow  pipe,  un¬ 
der  the  counter.  Then  laid  out  a  plan  of  the  counter 
upon  the  floor  where  it  is  to  stand,  for  the  workmen 
to  go  by,  and  then  after  writing  a  short  time  here, 
read  over  some  general  rules,  and  directions  for  chemi¬ 
cal  analysis,  and  looked  over  the  lists  of  reagents  &c 
till  near  tea  time  when  I  went  over  home. 

After  tea  resumed  my  reading  upon  analyses  and 
analytical  apparatus,  and  looked  over  a  number  of 
the  Scientific  American  till  bed  time. 

Found  our  room  so  warm  and  so  full  of  mosquitoes 


*Shang  was  Edward  Hamilton  Squibb,  eldest  child  of  Edward  R.  and  Caroline  Squibb. 
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there  that  it  was  a  long  time  before  I  could  get  to  sleep. 
Dr  Mayo  passed  a  part  of  the  evening  with  us,  but 
I  read  through  his  visit  though  with  difficulty. 

During  the  day  I  told  Dr  B.  that  in  consequence  of 
the  weak  acid,  I  had  lost  a  quantity  of  alcohol  and 
failed  to  get  Ether, — and  that  this  was  quite  an  un¬ 
necessary  expenditure  of  trouble  and  clothing.  He 
promised  to  go  over  early  in  the  morning  and  get  a 
carboy  of  Strong  Acid,  so  that  I  need  not  be  detained 
in  the  process. 

Clarke  cleared  out  the  Boiler  Furnace  and  prepared 
to  fire  up  tomorrow. 


Monday  Oct.  30.  18  54. 

Clarke  fired  up  under  the  Boiler  about  5  A.  M.  and 
when  I  came  over  had  steam  up,  and  the  yield  from 
the  last  ETHER  process  in  the  still  ready  to  start. 
To  this  I  added  about  6  pints  of  ether  (.760)  received 
from  the  Tannic  acid  process,  and  then  turned  the 
steam  on  keeping  the  outside  steam  pipe  so  cool  as  not 
to  hiss,  and  the  still  neck  not  above  a  temperature  that 
could  be  borne  by  the  hand.  The  yield  from  this  was 
as  follows, 

1st.  /z  gallon  .730) 

) 

2d  "  "  .728) 


at  about  75°. 


3  "  "  .73  5) 

) 

4  2  pints  .750) 

Continuing  the  distillation  I  returned  into  the  feed, 
all  the  mixture  of  alcohol  and  Ether  that  was  con¬ 
densed  in  the  first  condenser,  although  it  was  by  a 
small  supply  of  water,  kept  at  a  pretty  high  tempera¬ 
ture.  Then  when  nearly  all  the  ether  was  separated, 
yielding  only  about  1  gall,  from  the  last  Process  with 
weak  acid, — raised  the  heat  a  little  in  the  still,  and 
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turned  on  the  water  to  the  first  condenser  to  draw 


off  the  alcohol,  condensing  it  all  in  the  Liebig. 


1st 


gall 


.805  at  110 


:.82  5 


at  75. 


2d  /2 
3d  y2 
4th  y2 

5"  y2 
6"  y2 


tt 


.805 

110 

.810 

125 

.835.72 

.815 

118 

.815 

131 

.842  73 

.820 

121 

Then  discharged  the  residue  from  the  still  and 
charged  it  again  with  the  contents  of  the  carboy  from 
the  first  process.  This  had  been  standing  some  48 


hours  with  the  carb.  Potassa.  There  was  in  all  some 


7*4  gallons,  put  into  the  still.  This  yielded  of  ether, 
by  slow  distillation  from  the  2d  condenser 


1st  l/2  gallon 

.720 

6th  Z2  gallon 

.715 

2d  " 

.716 

y  tt 

.717 

3d  " 

.715 

8  " 

.727 

4th  " 

.715 

9  "  " 

.720 

5th  " 

.716 

10” 

.719 

Then  raised  the 

heat  and 

run  off  of  alcohol 

1st  54  gallon 

.810 

2d  " 

.825  at 

110° 

^  tt  ft  tt 

.83  5  " 

97 

Had  put  all  the  Ether  together  into  one  c 

arboy  as 

it  came  over,  and  all  the  alcohol  into  a  demijohn. 

To  this  last  I  added  *4  lb  of  Carbonate  of  Potassa 
well  dried,  shook  it  up  well,  and  let  it  stand  over  night 
preparatory  to  redistillation. 

Dr  Bache  went  over  early  in  the  morning  to  get 
a  carboy  of  strong  acid  to  go  on  with  the  process 
with.  About  noon  Robert  came  with  the  carboy  and 
on  trying  it  I  found  it  to  be  of  a  s.  g.  of  only  1.817  at 
66  \  some  3  or  4  per  cent  weaker  than  the  acid  we 
have  on  hand.  Went  at  once  to  look  for  Dr  B.  to  tell 


him  of  the  disappointment  but  he  did  not  return  all 
day  and  evening  as  usual,  so  the  remainder  of  the  day 
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was  lost  to  the  process,  and  the  tin  condensers  stand¬ 
ing  rusting. 

During  the  day  evaporated  and  set  aside  to  crystal- 
ize  residue  of  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM.  On 
looking  at  the  jars  in  the  closet,  found  the  upper  one 
leaking  slightly,  and  some  slight  creeping  in  both. 

Mr  Watson  away  all  day  though  he  only  had  leave 
till  noon. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  at  work  at  the  Falmouths  and 
Arago  outfits. 

Robert  went  to  town  for  acid,  and  brought  home 
Lamps  beside.  The  remainder  of  the  day  I  do  not 
know  what  he  did.  His  time  is  now  still  farther  occu¬ 
pied  by  Dr  B’s  family  as  he  has  the  cow  to  attend  to 
since  Mrs  B.  quarrelled  with  Bryan. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  counter  and  frame  for 
the  sink  in  the  analytical  room,  but  occupied  some 
time  in  taking  out  and  putting  in  a  window  up  stairs, 
for  the  Navy  Yard  and  to  get  out  the  Small  Boiler. 

Mr  Strattons  men  at  work  all  day  with  the  gas 
work. 

After  tea  read  aloud  to  Caroline  till  bed  time. 

This  morning  Mrs  B.  came  over  to  enquire  of  me 
the  official  title  by  which  to  address  Capt  Hudson, 
as  she  was  writing  an  official  letter  to  him! ! ! 

Tuesday  Oct.  31.  18  54. 

During  the  day,  commencing  early,  Clarke  and  I 
redistilled  the  recovered  alcohol  which  had  stood  over 
night  with  the  Carbonate  of  Potassa.  It  yielded  as 


follows. 

1st  l/z  gallon 

.800 

p 

ct- 

oo 

4^ 

o 

• 

II 

814 

at 

62. 

2d  y2 

« 

.817 

"  86. 

3d  Ka 

tt 

.820 

"  86. 

4th  " 

ft 

.814 

"  106 

835 

at 

63° 

^  tt  tt 

ft 

.820 

"  98 

6"  " 

.822 

"  104 

.840 

at 

60. 
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7th  y2  gallon  .826  at  100  .845  at  60 
8  "  "  "  .831  "  100  .848  "  61 

This  yield  was  all  collected  in  a  demijohn,  and  the 
mean  density  of  the  aggregate  was  .822  at  83°. 

It  was  now  ready  for  making  Ether  tomorrow. 
During  the  afternoon  Robert  came  from  town  with 
another  carboy  of  acid,  which  I  proceeded  to  examine. 

EXAMINATION  OF  ACID:  SULPH: 

Clear  of  a  brownish  hue  and  very  syrupy, 
s.  g.  1.848  at  67°.  by  hydrometer  for  s.  g. 

A  few  drops  evap.  on  platinum  foil  left  a  white 
residue,  not  affected  by  a  red  heat  except  to  make  it 
adhere  to  the  metal.  1 5  grains  evap.  in  a  platinum 
spoon  left  a  residue  which  however  I  could  not 
weigh.  Impossible  to  perform  this  evap.  with  ac¬ 
curacy  without  especial  care  that  the  acid  evaporates 
without  boiling,  for  the  moment  it  boils  it  is  thrown 
out  of  the  spoon  by  globules.  The  residue  was  easily 
cleansed  from  the  spoon  as  it  was  not  heated  strongly 
in  it.  It  was  probably  chiefly  at  least  PbO,SOs  as  the 
acid  became  opalescent  by  dilution. 

During  part  of  the  afternoon  superintended  and 
aided  the  gas  fitters  in  trying  to  stop  a  leak  they  had 
made  in  the  water  pipe  at  the  branching  joint  where 
the  gas  pipe  to  go  up  stairs  crosses  over  it.  Then  went 
to  work  and  got  out  formula  for  tomorrow  for 


1st.  Basin 

Acid:  Sulph: 

ETHER. 

6  pints.  = 

12  lbs 

Alcohol  10 

pints 

2d  Basin 

tt 

ft 

6  " 

12  " 

tt 

10 

tt 

3d 

tt 

ft 

1  " 

2  " 

tt 

12 

tt 

4th  " 

tt 

ft 

1  " 

9  " 

jLm 

tt 

12 

tt 

tt 

tt 

1  " 

2  " 

ft 

12 

tt 

6  " 

tt 

tt 

1  " 

2  " 

tt 

8 

tt 

y  f  t  t  t 

tf 

1 1 

2  " 

4  " 

ft 

8 

tt 

36  "  "  9  galls. 

These  were  to  be  mixed  in  the  morning  and  the 
first  two  put  into  the  still  for  the  charge. 
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The  first  two  were  mixed  with  new  alcohol,  and 
half  the  third,  so  also  with  the  6th  and  7th  basins, 
thus  making  of 

New  Strong  Alcohol  5 1/\  gallons 

Recovered  do  3%  " 

Then  took  off  and  renewed  the  joints  of  the  glass 
guage  of  the  still,  and  found  the  putty  had  fullfilled 
the  purpose  very  well,  the  joint  being  as  good  as  when 
first  made. 

All  this  occupied  Clarke  and  I  till  some  time  after 
dark,  also  during  the  day,  changed  and  elevated  the 
feeding  *  *  *  * 

Mr  Watson  resumed  his  work  this  morning,  and 
continued  cutting  screws  for  the  splints.  Did  not  get 
the  glass  gauge. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  still  at  the  Falmouths  and 
Aragos  outfits. 

Robert  over  in  town  nearly  all  day,  brought  re¬ 
torts  &c  and  the  acid. 

Mr  Buckley  put  up  the  frame  and  set  the  wash 
basin  and  sink  in  the  analytical  Room,  working  at  it 
all  day.  Mr  Strattons  men  nearly  finished  the  gas  pip¬ 
ing,  getting  quite  done  up  stairs  except  the  fixtures, — 
relaid  the  floor  boards.  In  the  afternoon  they  brought 
the  Plumbers  to  try  to  stop  the  leak  they  had  made  in 
the  water  pipe,  but  after  trying  several  times,  nearly 
all  afternoon  they  gave  up  without  succeeding,  in 
consequence  of  the  water  in  the  pipe,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  draining  it  off. 

Coggins  came  to  day  to  see  about  my  wanting  an¬ 
other  boiler  and  said  he  would  try  to  get  one,  but  did 
no  work. 

In  the  evening  read  aloud  to  Caroline  till  bed  time. 

Wednesday  Nov.  1.  1854. 

Was  detained  in  starting  the  ETHER  process,  by 
Strattons  plumbers,  who  had  the  water  stopped  off  to 
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try  again  to  stop  the  leak:  finally  about  10  o’clock 
they  succeeded,  and  then  the  steam  being  up  to  8  5 
lbs  we  commenced  to  distill,  Clarke  having  charged 
the  still  early  with  the  two  first  basins.  As  soon  as  the 
distillation  commenced,  say  in  ten  minutes  from  the 
time  the  steam  was  turned  on  Clarke  commenced 
feeding  in  through  the  now  raised  funnel,  and  found 
that  it  could  now  be  regulated  to  a  nicety.  The  yield 
was  as  follows,  only  part  of  a  pitcher  full  turned  back. 
1st  half  gallon  .770  5  th  hf.  gallon  .762  at  69*4 

2d 
3d 
4th 


.757 

.765  at  72°  6"  " 

.763  "73° 


tt 


.752  "  58 
.790  "  63 


mean  s.  g.  .765  5 

This  yield  was  not  so  rich  as  that  of  the  first  proc¬ 
ess  in  strength,  and  not  so  large  in  quantity,  the  fault 
now  lying  probably  in  the  recovered  alcohol,  whose 
s.  g.  was  delusive  from  the  admixture  of  ether  and 
water.  As  soon  as  the  ether  running  was  over  we  dis¬ 
charged  the  still  and  then  having  powdered  and  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  yield,  about  2  lbs  of  quick  lime, 
put  the  whole  into  the  still  and  redistilled  as  follows. 


1st  half  gallon 

.722  at  73. 

2d  " 

.722 

71. 

3d  " 

.726 

70. 

4th  " 

.726 

66. 

5  th  " 

.750 

6  "  2  pints 

.750. 

This  as  it  came  over  was  put  into  the  carboy  with 
the  yield  of  the  other  processes,  and  the  alcohol  re¬ 
covered  after  being  run  down  as  closely  as  possible, 
about  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  weak  ethereal  alcohol  now 
remaining. 

This  occupied  us  busily  till  night.  At  intervals  how¬ 
ever  through  the  day  I  washed  out  and  cleaned  and 
proved  the  two  boilers  for  the  counter  blow  pipe  of 
the  analytical  room,  and  superintended  the  workmen 
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engaged  at  the  work.  Beside,  examined  and  measured 
the  capacity  of  some  new  Retorts  that  came  to  day 
from  Quettier.  Found  them  to  hold  from  3  */4  to  4 
gallons,  and  to  be  very  fine  Bohemian  Retorts.  Had 
we  had  these  or  such  as  these  before,  I  should  never 
have  been  bothered  with  a  leaden  still  for  Ether. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  during  the  morning  in  at¬ 
tending  to  fires  and  steam,  for  our  Ether  process.  In 
the  afternoon  went  to  the  Yard,  and  did  not  get  back 
till,  I  know  not  when  certainly  not  till  night. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  at  the  outfits  up  stairs. 

Robert  went  to  town  for  Retorts  from  Quettier  & 
other  things  I  believe.  At  work  also  in  the  glass  Room. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  Analytical  Room,  get¬ 
ting  out  mouldings  &c  for  the  counter,  and  cutting 
floors  &c  for  Plumbers. 

Mr  Strattons  men  repaired  the  water  pipe,  finished 
the  gas  piping  and  put  on  the  fixtues  all  except  the 
counter  arrangements.  They  also  relaid  the  flagging. 

Coggins  the  plumber  came  this  morning  to  tell  me 
he  could  not  get  another  boiler  at  my  price,  and  so 
I  had  to  authorize  him  to  get  it  at  a  higher  price. 
About  noon  he  brought  it,  and  soon  after  came,  and 
went  to  work,  with  his  boy,  getting  more  done  by 
night  than  any  two  other  men  would.  The  boilers 
were  set  in  place,  and  much  of  the  water  pipe  put  in 
and  some  of  the  joints  made,  for  the  sink  &c. 

Was  so  much  occupied  all  day  that  I  had  not  time 
to  go  to  the  Yard  for  my  pay, — a  duty  that  I  never 
neglected  before.  After  tea,  and  playing  awhile  with 
Shang,  read  aloud  to  Caroline  till  after  9  o’clock,  and 
then  wrote  here  till  after  half  past  10. 

Shang  has  another  tooth  through  to  day,  lower 
right  side. 

Thursday  Novem.  2d  18  54. 

Went  earlier  than  usual  over  to  the  Laboratory  this 
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morning  and  for  a  short  time  was  busy  in  superin¬ 
tending  the  plumber  in  the  analytical  room.  Then 
went  down  and  got  out  a  formula  for  Clarke  for 

ETHER 

Acid:  Sulph:  s.  g.  1.848  at  66°.  6  pints=12  lbs. 

Alcohol  "  .820  "  68.  3  gallons 

Potassae  3  iv. 

Clarke  had  taken  down  the  apparatus  used  for 
some  days  and  cleaned  out  the  Liebig  Condenser,  for 
I  had  determined  now  to  try  the  experiment  of  mak¬ 
ing  some  ether  in  glass  following  closely  the  U.  S.  P. 
process,  so  as  to  compare  the  results  with  those  we 
had  used.  Clarke  was  then  to  make  out  the  materials, 
make  a  fire  under  the  sand  bath,  and  get  the  apparatus 
ready  as  far  as  he  could. 

I  then  went  to  the  Yard  and  while  waiting  for  the 
purser  called  on  the  Commo.  Capt.  Hudson  and  Dr 
Smith,  and  made  some  enquiries  of  the  master  Mr. 
Brady. 

After  getting  my  months  pay  from  Mr  Nixon, 
walked  down  to  Mr  Stratton,  and  explained  to  him 
what  fittings  I  wanted  for  my  counter  Blow  Pipe  in 
the  analytical  Room,  bespeaking  his  early  attention 
to  the  work. 

Then  went  down  to  Moore  the  saddler  to  look  after 
the  Splint  Belts.  He  had  not  had  webbing  enough  to 
make  more  than  9  Belts,  so  I  crossed  the  ferry,  buy¬ 
ing  some  tickets  as  I  went.  First  paid  our  monthly 
Butchers  Bill.  Then  went  up  Beekman  St.  to  Harmer 
Hayes  &  Co  and  bought  the  webbing  for  the  splint 
Belts.  Then  up  to  Phalons  where  I  had  my  hair  cut. 
Then  went  to  the  India  Rubber  houses  and  bought 
some  small  hose  for  the  Laboratory.  Then  bought 
toilet  powder  for  Caroline.  Called  to  see  how  *  Charley 
Fellows  was,  and  found  him  well  again.  Then  bought 

’Charley  Fellows  was  the  husband  of  Sallie,  third  sister,  and  next  eldest,  of  Caroline 
Squibb. 
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some  combs  and  a  shaving  brush,  and  crossed  the  ferry 
back  to  Moores,  stopping  on  the  way,  for  some  small 
Blank  Books.  Left  the  webbing  at  Moores  to  have  the 
belts  finished  and  then  rode  home  by  half  past  12, 
when  I  changed  my  clothes  and  went  at  once  over 
to  the  Laboratory. 

There  found  all  ready,  and  commenced  at  once  to 
set  up  the  apparatus  for  the  ETHER  process.  Fitted 
a  feeding  tube  partly  of  glass,  and  partly  of  india  rub¬ 
ber  hose  with  a  string  and  conical  pin  for  stop  cock, 
to  a  four  gallon  retort,  and  fitted  an  adapter  to  the 
retort,  while  Clarke  fitted  another  to  the  Liebig.  Then 
mixed  5  pints  and  four  fluid  ounces  of  the  acid  with 
1  l/z  gallons  of  the  alcohol,  and  put  this  into  the  re¬ 
tort  for  a  charge.  Set  the  retort,  with  very  little  sand, 
in  the  Iron  sand  pot.  already  heated,  connected  it  to 
the  Liebig,  connected  the  feeding  tube,  and  in  about 
1 5  minutes  it  commenced  to  boil,  having  during  this 
time  distilled  over  about  2  or  3  ounces  of  alcohol, 
which  I  threw  into  the  feeding  basin  now  prepared 
with  the  remaining  1  Zi  gallons  of  Alcohol  and  f  5  xij 
of  Acid.  When  about  3  pints  had  come  over  com¬ 
menced  feeding  in,  but  before  the  tube  could  be  regu¬ 
lated  to  supply  a  steady  steam,  some  dangerous  bumps 
and  forcible  blowing  occurred  from  irregular  and 
too  rapid  falling  in  of  the  fluid.  Finally  by  means  of 
my  original  string  stop  cock,  got  the  feeding  to  go 
on  regularly  and  gave  it  in  Charge  to  Clarke.  The 
yield  from  this  was  as  follows 
1st  half  gallon  .777  at  63°) 

) 

2d  "  "  .778  "  69  ) 

3d  ,r  "  .776  "  65  )  mean  s.  g.  .777  at  65 

) 

4  2  pints  10  fluid  oz  .776  "  65'  ) 

This  I  poured  into  a  demijohn,  and  having  dis¬ 
solved  four  ounces  of  Potassa  in  18  oz  of  Distilled 
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water  added  it  to  the  crude  ether  and  shook  it  well. 

Then  added  about  2  lbs  of  powdered  quick  lime  to 
the  carboy  with  the  Ether  from  the  other  processes. 

When  the  Ether  had  ceased  to  come  over,  I  col¬ 
lected  nearly  a  fluid  drachm  of  crude  heavy  oil  of 
*  *  *  *  before  contents  of  the  retort  foamed  up  so 
as  to  require  moving  off  *  *  *  *  This  I  left  standing 
beneath  the  acid  solution  till  tomorrow. 

During  the  intervals  of  this  process  I  was  engaged 
with  Mr  Stratton  in  the  analytical  room,  in  getting 
plans  out  for  the  blow  pipe  and  counter  fixtures,  and 
with  Coggins  in  arranging  the  water  fixtures.  When 
we  had  finished  down  stairs  came  up  after  dark  and 
Clarke  and  I  gave  the  two  blow  pipes  a  good  coat  of 
red  lead  paint,  Clarke  having  already  put  on  one  thin 
coat  early  in  the  day. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  screws  all  day. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  still  at  the  Arago  and  Fal- 
mouths  outfits. 

Robert  washing  packing  glass  nearly  all  day. 

Mr  Buckley  getting  out  lumber  for  the  work  in  the 
analytical  Room. 

Coggins  the  plumber  at  work  at  this  room  till  after¬ 
noon  when  he  knocked  off. 

Mr  Stratton  and  his  man  Mac  here  for  a  couple 
of  hours  this  afternoon,  put  on  a  piece  of  pipe  for  the 
counter  fittings,  and  getting  plans. 

After  tea  settled  up  monthly  accounts  as  usual,  and 
then  read  to  Caroline  till  half  past  9.  Then  wrote  here 
till  half  past  10. 

Friday  Nov.  3d  18  54 

Clarke  made  fire  early  and  got  out  the  material  for 
another  process  for  ETHER,  but  the  fire  was  a  long 
time  in  starting  and  it  was  not  till  after  10  o’clock 
that  I  could  mix  the  materials  and  charge  the  retort, 
for  the  process.  This  process  is  intended  to  be  strictly 
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that  of  the  U.  S.  P.  in  all  particulars  and  therefore  I 
reduced  the  alcohol  to  the  officinal  strength,  .83  5  at 
60°.  a  process  of  some  trouble. 

Alcohol  s.  g.  .820  3  /z  gallons  less  3  xviij. 

Acid  Sulph  "  1.848  7  pints  14  lbs. 

Aquae  Destil  f  3  xviij. 

Mixed  6  pints  and  two  ounces  of  the  acid  14  pints 
of  the  alcohol  after  dilution,  and  with  this  mixture 
charged  the  large  glass  retort.  Then  cooled  down  the 
sand  pot,  (red  hot)  put  in  a  small  quantity  of  cooler 
sand,  and  set  the  retort  in  sand  made  the  connections. 
Attached  the  feeding  funnel  and  hose,  and  put  a 
twitch  upon  the  hose  in  place  of  a  stop  cock.  The  glass 
tube  inside  the  retort  was  too  large  and  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  the  alcohol  being  introduced  in  an  even  unin¬ 
terrupted  stream.  The  point  of  this  tube  should  as 
nearly  as  possible  regulate  the  flow  of  the  feed  and  this 
can  be  accomplished  by  drawing  out  its  point  in  the 
flame.  A  stopcock  will  not  answer  the  purpose  well 
if  the  tube  below  is  too  large.  Then  distilled  over  as 
follows.  f  3  iv  s.  g.  .822. 

f  3  v  "  .795.  at  69° 
f  3  vj  "  .792  "  71°. 

These  were  mixed  and  poured  into  the  alcohol  to 
be  fed  in  through  the  funnel  and  hose.  This  should  not 
be  done,  at  least  not  unless  the  feeding  stream  is  very 
small  indeed  and  very  regular,  for  the  ether  it  con¬ 
tains  evaporates  in  the  tube  before  it  reaches  the  fluid 
in  the  retort  and  passing  down  as  bubbles  of  vapor,  is 
expanded  so  greatly  and  so  suddenly  in  the  heavy 
liquid  as  to  cause  heavy  and  dangerous  bumps  and 
splashings,  with  foaming  up  and  blowing  through  the 
condenser.  The  terminal  adapter  for  ether  should  al¬ 
ways  be  large,  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  vapor, 
or  pressure  inside  the  apparatus,  otherwise  particu¬ 
larly  in  these  bumps  the  retort  would  burst. 

After  distilling  over  two  and  a  half  pints  more  of 
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crude  ether,  commenced  feeding  in  the  alcohol  and 
acid, — but  from  the  difficulty  of  regulating  the  feed¬ 
ing  current  to  the  delivery  stream,  had  to  stop  feed¬ 
ing  for  half  an  hour  to  avoid  getting  too  much  fluid 
in  the  retort  at  once.  Then  distilled  off  by  3  p.  m.  as 
follows. 


1st 

half  gallon  s.  g. 

.780  at  70°  ) 

2d 

1 1 

ft  ft 

.770 

ft 

) 

69/2°) 

3d 

tt 

ft  ft 

767 

ft 

) 

66°  ) 

4th 

tt 

ft  1 1 

770 

tt 

) 

70°  ) 

8 

ounces 

780 

tt 

) 

66°  ) 

:mean  s.  g.  .773.4  at  68  l/i 


This  yield,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  taking  the 
quantity  of  strong  alcohol  used,  is  precisely  similar 
to  that  of  yesterday  in  quantity  and  quality,  so  that 
thus  far  there  seems  to  be  no  advantage  gained  in' 
using  strong  alcohol,  although  the  proportion  of  al¬ 
cohol  to  acid  is  greater  in  the  first  process.  It  would 
thus  seem  better  to  use  dilute  alcohol  (.83  5  than  .820) 
Farther  experiments  are  however  necessary,  to  deter¬ 
mine.  The  yield  of  crude  ether  when  alcohol  of  .83  5 
is  used  is  about  5  9  per  cent,  of  the  alcohol. 

When  strong  alcohol  is  used  (.820)  it  is  nearly  60.5 
per  cent.  In  the  first  case  if  the  yield  per  cent  be  cal¬ 
culated  upon  the  amount  of  strong  .820  alcohol  used 
in  the  .83  5,  the  yield  will  be  nearly  61.4  per  cent. 

Therefore  the  use  of  dilute  alcohol  is  nearly  1  per 
cent  better,  the  richness  of  the  yield  being  the  same. 
This  latter  quality  cannot  be  determined  with  ac¬ 
curacy  upon  the  results,  as  there  were  variations  of 
temperature  in  both  cases.  They  are  however  as  nearly 
alike  in  the  two  processes  as  it  is  possible  to  judge. 

Put  the  yield  from  this  process  into  the  demijohn 
with  that  of  yesterday,  shaking  it  all  up  with  the 
potassa. 
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The  yield  of  ethereal  oil  from  this  last  process  was 
materially  larger  in  bulk,  than  that  of  yesterday.  This 
however  may  have  been  from  larger  proportion  of 
alcohol  or  ether  with  it.  It  fell  to  the  bottom  of  the 
glass  receiving  measure  in  both  cases,  after  standing 
a  short  time.  When  the  process  was  over  I  discharged 
and  cleaned  the  retort,  and  commenced  to  prepare 
for  the  Rectification.  Had  then  to  shorten  and  drive 
up  the  hoops  of  the  water  Bath  tub,  and  put  it  in  soak 
for  the  night,  and  to  bend  a  glass  tube  to  con¬ 
nect  the  two  glass  condensers  for  rectification. 

At  intervals  during  the  day  superintended  the  work 
in  the  analytical  Room, — examined  the  blue  Pill  in 
the  *  *  *  *  and  found  it  scarcely  if  at  all  farther  ad¬ 
vanced  than  when  I  last  examined  it  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago.  The  ointment  trough  however  now  goes  very 
well  with  the  weights.  Clarke  took  out  a  batch  to  day, 
and  started  a  new  quantity  from  the  large  mortar. 

Mr  Watson  going  on  with  exceeding  slowness  upon 
the  cutting  of  the  splint  screws. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  Mercurial  Oint¬ 
ment  and  I  believe  tartaric  acid,  though  they  now 
never  tell  me  anything  about  what  is  going  on. 

Robert  washing  w.  m.  packing  glass  all  day. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  analytical  Room  all  day. 

Coggins  also  at  work  there. 

After  tea  read  to  Caroline,  after  looking  over  the 
scientific  american,  till  9  oclock,  and  then  wrote  here 
till  half  past  10. 

Georgine  Smith  was  at  Dr  Baches  to  day.  I  went  to 
see  her  at  dinner  time,  and  afterward  they  all  came 
over  to  the  Laboratory  for  half  an  hour. 

Saturday  Novem.  4th,  18  54. 

As  soon  as  I  got  over  in  the  morning  commenced 
preparing  and  setting  up  an  apparatus  for  rectifying 
ETHER  from  the  water  bath.  Adapted  the  large  glass 
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retort  to  the  small  glass  condenser  with  a  small  educ¬ 
tion  pipe  for  alcohol,  then  tube  connected 

this  to  the  large  glass  condenser  for  Ether.  Then 
charged  the  retort  with  the  ether  from  the  last  two 
processes,  separating  it  from  the  solution  of  Potassa, 
— there  was  of  this 

3  l/z  gallons  clear,  s.  g.  .780  at  60°. 

As  soon  as  we  could  get  the  water  (Coggins  mak¬ 
ing  his  connections  for  the  analytical  room,  and  put¬ 
ting  in  a  new  hose  cock  below)  turned  on  the  steam 
and  started  the  process  soon  found  however  that  the 
v/  tube  trapped  ether,  and  had  to  take  it  out 

after  the  boiling  ceased,  open  the  lower  bend  and 
shorten  this  limb,  _/  and  then  make  over  the 
joints.  This  done,  started  the  steam  again  but  the  boil¬ 
ing  went  on  by  jumps,  irregularly,  much  vapor  being 
lost  by  the  sudden  vaporization  of  quantities  from 
the  bottom  of  the  retort  at  intervals.  Raised  the  heat 
of  the  water  in  the  Bath  to  150°  trying  to  produce  a 
steady  ebulition,  but  without  effect,  except  that  of 
driving  the  vapor  over  too  fast  for  condensation. 
When  first  started  however  the  ebulition  went  on  very 
well.  Then  cut  some  slips  of  platina  foil  and  dropped 
them  into  the  retort.  The  moment  these  reached  the 
bottom  (4  strips)  the  ebulition  became  suddenly  very 
violent  forcing  the  ether  over  through  the  condensers, 
and  out  through  the  tubulem  in  a  forcible  stream  up 
against  the  ceiling.  Thus,  much  ether  was  most  unex¬ 
pectedly  lost,  and  why? — The  liquid  must  have  been 
heated  above  its  boiling  point, — possibly  in  a  sphe¬ 
roidal  state,  from  some  electrical  or  other  causes.  After 
this  was  over,  and  it  only  lasted  a  moment,  the  re¬ 
maining  liquid  boiled  steadily  and  quietly.  Returned 
the  fluid  and  the  receptacles  to  the  retort,  and  re¬ 
commenced  anew.  This  is  a  wasteful  operation  also, 
as  much  vapor  and  ether  blows  through  the  funnel 
or  tubulem.  Charging  should  never  be  attempted 
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when  the  contents  of  the  retort  are  boiling.  Then  let 
the  ether  run  on  until  two  gallons  were  obtained  as 
follows. 

1st  gallon  .725  at  65° 

2d  "  .727 "  66/2 °. 

6  fluid  ounces  .724  "  60°  for  chemical  uses. 

When  thus  much  had  come  over  ebulition  ceased, 
although  the  temperature  of  the  water  of  the  Bath 
was  raised  from  130°  to  180°,  and  the  fluid  dropping 
from  the  alcohol  discharge  alone.  Found  the  contents 
of  the  pitcher  under  this  pipe  marked  about  .790, 
and  therefore  stopped  the  process  for  the  night, — 
to  pour  this  back  into  the  retort  before  recommenc¬ 
ing- 

At  intervals  during  the  day  was  occupied  in  super¬ 
intending  the  workmen  in  the  analytical  Room. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  all  day  upon  the  screws  for 
the  splints  and  in  cleaning  up  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  did  little  that  I  know  of. 

Robert  took  over  the  Aragos  outfit  to  the  Parker 
vein  line  for  Balto  in  the  morning,  and  washed  pack¬ 
ing  glass  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  except 
sweeping  out  in  the  afternoon. 

Dr  Bache  sent  for  me  to  his  bed  room  after  break¬ 
fast,  and  I  found  him  with  a  diffused  tonsillitis,  and 
had  prepared  for  him  a  saturated  sol.  of  nitrate  of 
silver  to  apply  to  his  fauces. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  analytical  Room  all 
day.  He  commenced  putting  up  the  counter  in  the 
afternoon. 

Coggins  who  at  first  had  estimated  the  cost  of  his 
work  in  the  analytical  Room  at  40  dollars,  and  who 
yesterday  told  me  that  he  thought  all  of  that  much 
had  been  done,  surprised  me  this  morning  by  telling 
me  that  his  bill  already  was  104  dollars,  although  I 
had  told  him  not  to  exceed  60  dollars.  I  therefore  told 
him  he  must  knock  off  at  once  when  the  cocks  were 
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in  and  the  joints  made.  He  therefore  make  about  % 
of  a  day  and  then  left,  though  all  that  he  and  I  could 
possibly  make  up  was  83  dollars,  outside  of  every 
thing. 

Mr  Stratton  came  up  this  afternoon  and  fitted  on 
the  glass  guage  he  had  made  for  the  Blowpipe  Boilers, 
and  to  show  me  the  drawing  for  the  Blow  Pipe. 

In  the  evening  had  a  painful  piece  of  duty  in  trying 
to  break  baby  of  crying  apparently  without  cause, 
when  he  is  put  to  bed,  finally  succeeded  in  putting 
him  to  sleep.  Thought  at  one  time  I  should  have  had 
to  whip  him,  but  even  the  thought  of  it  cost  me  too 
much,  and  I  did  without.  "'Mary  and  his  mother  pet 
him  and  pamper  him  too  much  and  yield  him  what 
he  cries  for,  for  quiet  sake,  and  thus  the  most  painful 
duty  comes  upon  me  thus  at  intervals,  and  it  is  much 
the  worse  too,  that  in  addition  to  my  own  feelings  I 
am  always  obliged  to  stem  the  irritation  of  his  mother, 
who  seems  to  condemn  such  efforts  as  cruel  and  fool¬ 
ish.  As  I  fully  believe  that  I  thus  do  at  least  a  part  of 
my  duty  toward  my  child  I  sincerely  trust  in  Provi¬ 
dence  that  I  may  have  strength  to  pursue  the  path  of 
so  clean  a  faith,  for  the  welfare  of  the  child,  and  in 
view  of  my  own  fearful  responsibility. 

Read  aloud  to  Caroline  all  evening,  and  then  some 
time  after  getting  to  bed  heard  baby  give  one  or  two 
very  crouplike  coughs  or  barks.  Knowing  that  he  has 
for  some  days  past  had  a  cold  and  cough,  and  been 
somewhat  fretful,  this  rendered  me  so  uneasy  and  un¬ 
comfortable  that  I  could  not  sleep,  and  thus  I  lay  with 
but  little  more  than  a  doze,  listening  for  the  croup 
cough  and  breathing  till  after  2  oclock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  when  I  felt  more  satisfied  that  the  hoarseness  could 
not  be  progressing,  and  finally  got  to  sleep. 


*Mary  Fogarty,  nurse  to  Shang  and  with  the  family  for  more  than  50  years. 
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Sunday  Novem.  5.  18  54. 

After  breakfast,  and  looking  over  the  paper  went 
to  see  Dr  Bache,  and  found  him  much  better, — and 
filling  out  a  requisition.  So  went  to  work  over  at  the 
Laboratory  and  looked  up  all  the  matters  wanted, 
and  got  all  I  could  think  of  put  upon  the  requisition. 
This  occupied  me  all  morning.  After  dinner  got  up 
and  put  together  a  set  of  splints  for  the  Falmouth, 
the  first  complete  set  of  the  new  ones  of  my  con¬ 
trivance.  Then  poured  off  strained  and  evaporated  the 
residue  of  the  solution  of  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM 
and  again  left  it  to  crystalize.  Examined  that  in  the 
jars  in  the  little  corner  closet  and  found  the  lower 
jar  at  least  going  very  slowly  indeed,  and  the  upper 
one  still  leaking  a  little. 

Then  poured  off  and  washed  the  OL.  ETFfEREUM 
of  the  last  two  ether  processes,  and  found  there  was 
about  1  Yz  drachms  which  when  washed  I  put  into 
the  Bottle  for  Hoffmans  anodyne. 

Then  came  over  home  intending  to  read,  but  soon 
after  dark  "'Louis  Fellows  came  in  and  sat  till  near 
tea  time.  Played  with  Shang  for  a  short  time  before 
and  after  tea,  and  then  Dr  Mayo  came  in  and  sat  till 
8  o’clock.  Then  wrote  here  till  10,  Caroline  having 
gone  to  bed. 

Mr  Watson  was  occupied  the  greater  part  of  the 
day  in  grinding  in  the  Cocks  of  the  water  guage,  and 
putting  in  a  new  glass. 

Monday  Novem.  6th  18  54. 

Came  over  and  started  the  process  for  rectifying 
ETFIER,  and  having  got  it  fairly  under  way,  and 
done  several  little  matters  for  Dr  Bache,  which  oc¬ 
cupied  me  till  11  oclock,  went  over  to  town.  First 
went  to  Firth  Pond  &  Co  to  look  after  Flarry  Averys 
business. 

"■Louis  Fellows,  brother  to  Charles  Fellows. 
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Then  went  to  Whitall  &  Bros,  and  found  our  sam¬ 
ple  Bottles  done.  Then  to  Harper  and  Brothers  where 
I  ordered  Child’s  Books,  at  least  as  far  as  I  could  with¬ 
out  knowing  how  much  the  Bill  would  be.  Then  went 
up  to  Goebeler  to  ascertain  about  the  size  of  the 
Analyt.  scale  case, — and  the  number  of  the  package 
which  it  was  in.  Then  to  Ballieres  to  look  for  some 
books,  and  to  enquire  about  the  European  Journals 
of  Pharmacy.  Then  down  to  Flash’s  counting  house, 
but  he  was  at  home  sick.  Thence  came  home  to  dinner 
at  3. 

After  dinner  came  over  and  superintended  Mr 
Buckley,  and  Clark  with  the  ether  till  night. 

Mr  Watson,  by  Dr  Bache’s  direction  went  out  to 
look  for  a  machinist  to  come  and  assist  him  with  the 
splint  fittings,  Dr  B.  having  now  suddenly  come  to 
be  in  a  great  hurry  to  have  them  done.  Watson  lost 
half  a  day,  and  did  not  get  the  machinist,  only  being 
able  to  get  one  from  a  shop  at  2.75  per  day. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  he  worked  at  the  screws. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  packing  the  Falmouths  outfit. 

Robert  assisting  and  doing  I  dont  know  what  be¬ 
side. 

Mr  Buckley  made  34  of  a  day  at  the  analytical 
Room. 

After  tea  read  aloud  to  Caroline  till  bedtime. 

Tuesday  Nov.  7th  18  54. 

Resumed  the  rectification  of  ETHER  early,  and 
continued  throughout  the  day  finishing  the  entire 
process  by  evening.  The  retort  had  been  charged  as 
follows. 


First  Charge 

3  /z  gallons 

.780  at 

60°.  from  Demijoh 

Second 

3 

.732  " 

64°  "  Carboy 

Third 

3 

.732  " 

64 

Fourth 

3  y2  " 

.732  " 

64 

13  gallons 

The  last 

Charge  of  course  contained  the  Lime  that  had  been 
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introduced.  The  first  however  was  poured  off  clear 
from  the  solution  of  Potassa. 

The  yield  was  as  follows. 

1st.  gallon  .725  at  65°.  ) 

) 

2d  "  .727  "  66/2°  ) 

) 

1  /z  pints  .730  :  From  first  Charge,  from 

To  this  might  be  added  one  pint  )  Demijohn,  U.  S.  P.  processes. 

) 

for  loss  in  boiling  over,  and  ) 

) 

one  pint  not  recovered  from  residue  ) 

The  net  yield  from  this  is 

2  gallons  I/2  pints=17k2  pints,  s.  g.  .731  at  60° 
The  yield  from  the  Carboy  9/2  gallons,  s.  g.  .732  at 
64°.  was  as  follows. 


1st  gallon 

.722 

at 

62°) 

2d 

tt 

.720 

tt 

) 

70.  ) 

3d 

ft 

.724 

ft 

) 

62.  ) 

4  th 

f  f 

.722 

tt 

) 

64  ) 

5  " 

ft 

.721 

tt 

66  ) 

6  " 

f  f 

.720 

tt 

) 

66  ) 

7  " 

ft 

.723 

tt 

) 

67  ) 

8  " 

"  short. 

728 

tt 

) 

67  ) 

Net  yield  short  8  gallons 
s.  g.  .727  at  60° 


The  ether  was  then  all  mixed  in  the  Carboy  and 
the  mixture  marked  .728  at  60° 

RESUME  ETHER. 


First  processes 

Acid:  Sulph: 

5  2  lbs 

Alcohol 

12  3/4 

gall 

Second 

tt  tt 

32  " 

tt 

83/4 

tt 

Third 

tt  1 1 

36  " 

1 1 

5/4 

tt 

Fourth 

tt  tt 

12  " 

tt 

3 

tt 

Fifth 

ft  ft 

14  " 

tt 

3/2 

tt 

146  "  33/4  " 
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Acid:  Sulphuric: 

120  lbs  at  3  1/3 

4.00 

Alcohol 

26%  gallons  "  6  5c 

17.39 

Potassae  Carb: 

2  lbs. 

.26 

21.65 

Yields  64 

pints  of  ether  s.  g.  727. 

Costs  3  3  2/3  cents 

per  pint,  without  estimating 

fuel. 

Acid:  Sulph: 

26  lbs  @  3  1/3 

.87 

Alcohol 

6 %  gall.  6  5c 

4.23 

Potassae 

6  oz 

.40 

5.50 

Yields  17*4  pints  net,  s.  g.  731. 

Cost  31%  cents  per  pint  without  fuel. 

The  whole  10  gallons  1*4  pints  cost  $  27.15 

or  3  3  1./3  cents  per  pint.  s.  g.  .728  at  60°. 

Thus  had  there  been  no  extraordinary  loss  from 
weak  acid  it  seems  highly  probable  that  the  result 
would  have  been  a  yield  of  ether  marking  .728  at  30 
cents  per  lb,  estimating  fuel. 

In  charging  the  acid  150  for  carboy  had  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  making  the  acid  cost  3  1/3  cents  instead  of 
2/z  cents,  the  real  cost. 

Thus  concludes  the  entire  process  for  Ether. 

At  intervals  during  the  day  I  evaporated  to  dryness 
the  residue  of  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  solu¬ 
tion,  and  then  fused  it  at  a  full  red  heat.  Thus  getting 
rid  of  much  of  the  impurity,  and  forming  a  clear 
solution  which  I  evaporated  and  left  to  crystalize 
again  over  night. 

This  seems  to  be  a  very  good  method  of  treating 
this  residue  when  it  gets  down  to  be  colored  and 
viscid. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  at  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  and  Robert  at  work  at  the 
Falmouths  fittings. 

Mr  Buckley  made  half  a  day  at  the  analytical  room. 

After  tea  read  aloud  to  Caroline  from  The  Last 
of  the  Barons  till  bed  time,  except  that  I  was  called 
on  by  Dr  Mayo  who  is  again  sick,  or  at  least  fancies 
himself  so,  fundamentally. 
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Wednesday  Novem  8.  18  54. 

After  finishing,  decanting  and  measuring  the  ether 
from  yesterday.  Threw  into  the  retort  with  the  resi¬ 
due  of  Lime,  the  small  quantity  of  colored  Hoffmans 
Anodyne  from  up  stairs,  and  recovered  the  ether  and 
alcohol  from  it  as  far  as  possible.  Then  ascertained  the 
s.  g.  of  the  mixture  of  Ether  and  alcohol  to  make 
SPIRITUS  ETHERIS  COMP:  and  found  it  to  vary 
very  much  with  the  quality  of  the  ether.  Thus  with 
our  ether  it  is  about  .806  while  the  given  s.  g.  for  the 
comp,  spirit  is  .816. 

To  the  mixture  of  ethereal  oil  made  some  time  since 
I  then  added  the  ether  and  alcohol  to  make  it  the  of¬ 
ficinal  strength,  when  to  my  surprise  I  found  the 
whole  to  be  strongly  acid.  Then  added  to  the  mixture 
in  a  demijohn  some  three  ounces  of  carbonate  of  Po- 
tassa,  shook  it  well  and  left  it  to  stand,  and  be  shaken 
occasionally. 

Clarke  then  took  down  and  cleaned  all  the  ap¬ 
paratus  and  put  it  away  and  both  he  and  I  devoted  the 
remainder  of  the  day  to  cleaning  up  generally,  and  to 
getting  the  room  in  order  before  commencing  any 
other  process. 

Mr  Gaylor  was  here  in  the  afternoon,  and  got  out 
a  plan  for  the  scale  pedestal  of  the  analyt.  room. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr.  Derry  and  James  and  Robert  shipped  and  con¬ 
cluded  the  Falmouths  outfit  and  the  Walkers  things 
nearly. 

Mr  Buckley,  made  *4  day  on  packing  Boxes,  and 

day  on  the  analytical  Room,  getting  out  stuff  for 
the  scale  pedestal. 

After  tea  Caroline  &  I  went  over  to  Dr  B’s  to  see 
"'Cecilia  Lounds  who  came  to  spend  the  evening  with 
us  but  found  Caroline  out.  Returned  and  read  till 
bed  time. 


*Cecilia  Lownds,  a  cousin  of  Caroline  Squibb. 
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Thursday  Nov.  9.  1854. 

Came  over  and  superintended  the  concerns,  and 
found  Mr.  Messerole  here  with  his  bill,  settled  that 
with  him,  getting  down  to  about  double  what  Dick’s 
estimate  had  been. 

Then  assisted  Dr  Bache  in  getting  up  the  cost  of 
the  splints  as  nearly  as  possible  now,  they  being  un¬ 
finished  yet,  and  made  it  out  at  $  15.63  cents  per  set. 
Then  took  a  memorandum  from  Dr  B.  of  some  things 
to  be  purchased  on  his  requisition,  and  went  over  to 
town. 

Stopped  first  at  Strattons  to  tell  them  to  send  a 
plumber  up  to  finish  Dick’s  job,  and  to  put  on  an  air 
vessel  for  the  Engine  feed  pipe, — and  to  hurry  them 
with  their  work  about  the  counter. 

Then  went  to  Moore’s  about  the  splint  Belts,  and 
found  they  were  not  yet  done. 

Then  crossed  over  and  went  at  once  to  Quettier’s 
where  I  bought  the  glass  ware  &c  on  requisition,  the 
Bill  of  which  amounted  to  47.$ 

Then  went  to  several  India  Rubber  houses  before 
I  could  get  what  I  wanted,  and  finally  to  a  Brass  fin¬ 
isher  to  have  cocks  and  couplings  put  onto  the  hose. 

Then  came  home  to  dinner,  and  after  dinner  over 
here  where  the  time  till  evening  was  occupied  in  try¬ 
ing  to  adapt  an  india  rubber  tube  to  the  small  glass 
Liebig,  till  *Dr  King,  came  in  very  unexpectedly,  hav¬ 
ing  come  home  from  Boston  yesterday. 

Mr  Watson  at  the  splint  fittings,  Robert  relieving 
him  as  much  as  possible  of  firing  &c. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  a  small  requisition 
for  the  Steamer  Fulton,  and  a  larger  one  for  the  Pen¬ 
sacola  Station. 

Robert  went  to  town  I  believe. 

Went  over  to  the  house  with  Dr  King,  at  dark, 

*Dr.  Theodore  F.  King  belonged  to  the  N.  Y.  King  family.  Mary,  Caroline’s  sister,  was 
his  second  wife  —  I  think  Dr.  King  and  Charles  Fellows  helped  Edward  R.  Squibb  finance 
Government  contracts.  Jennie  Letson  was  a  cousin  of  Caroline  Squibb. 
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and  while  I  was  making  some  quinia  pills  for  Sallie, 
Jenny  Letson  came  in,  having  come  over  to  invite  us 
to  "a  company”  tomorrow  evening.  When  she  left  Dr 
K.  and  I  went  down  to  his  house,  where  Caroline  had 
spent  the  day.  Passed  the  evening  there  and  came  home 
by  half  past  10,  to  bed. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  Analyt.  Room  all  day. 

Friday  Nov.  10.  18  54. 

On  pouring  out  the  SPIRITUS  ETHERIS  COMP: 
from  the  demijohn  found  it  to  be  neutral  but  opales¬ 
cent,  and  put  it  into  a  retort  on  the  water  Bath  and 
distilled  off  nearly  all  the  ether  and  alcohol.  Then  took 
the  residue  from  the  retort  and  tried  to  precipitate 
the  ethereal  oil  from  it  by  water.  Only  got,  however, 
about  oij  of  oil  from  the  whole,  and  thus  all  my  oil  is 
lost,  and  not  a  pound  of  Hoffmans  in  the  establish¬ 
ment. 

Found  also  that  the  spirit  of  nitrous  Ether  also  is 
out,  so  went  to  work  and  got  up  two  measured  large 
retorts,  and  made  up  formulae  to  suit  them  for  these 
two  preparations,  and  this  and  the  superintending  the 
work  in  the  analytical  room  occupied  me  all  morn¬ 
ing- 

While  at  dinner  Robert  came  in  and  said  he  had 
met  with  a  bad  accident.  The  horse  had  run  away 
with  him  had  broken  the  wagon  and  harness,  and  he 
thought  the  horse’s  leg  also  was  broken.  Dr  Bache  was 
not  at  home  so  I  at  once  got  ready  and  went  over  with 
Robert  to  see  the  horse,  and  what  was  to  be  done.  As 
I  went  up  Fulton  Street  stopped  at  Watsons  and 
there  as  I  had  expected  found  the  doctor,  and  we  went 
together  down  to  Washington  Market  where  the  horse 
and  wagon  were.  Instead  of  looking  in  the  directory 
for  a  farrier,  he  decided  we  should  go  to  Mrs  Lound’s 
to  see  Bioli,  and  then  having  found  B.  we  went  to  the 
Astor  House  and  got  the  Hack  master  to  go  down 
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with  us.  He  at  once  said  the  leg  was  broken,  and  we 
had  better  kill  the  horse,  and  give  notice  to  have  him 
removed.  Dr  B.  then  gave  the  horse  to  an  irishman 
bystander,  and  then  left  with  Mr  B.  I  then  hired  a 
carman  to  take  the  wagon  to  Fulton  Ferry,  crossed, 
and  hired  another  to  bring  it  home,  and  arrived  at 
home  myself  by  tea  time. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  at  the  splint  fittings  all  day. 

Mr.  Derry  and  James  putting  up  the  Req.  for  Pen¬ 
sacola. 

Robert  cleaning  bottles  till  after  dinner,  then  went 
to  town  to  ship  a  box  for  Norfolk  for  the  Fulton,  and 
to  get  some  things  in  several  places,  Quettiers  among 
the  rest,  and  from  Quettiers  the  horse  ran  away,  while 
he  was  packing  the  glass  ware  in  the  wagon,  and 
threw  him  out  upon  some  barrels  in  the  street. 

When  stopping  at  *Mrs  Lownd’s  with  the  doctor 
she  came  to  the  door  to  know  if  I  would  not  come  in 
the  evening  to  the  company,  without  Caroline.  On 
my  declining  she  seemed  annoyed,  and  said  she  had 
invited  us  to  her  house  for  the  last  time  & c.  Several 
persons  were  present,  and  I  could  not  say  what  I 
wished  at  that  time.  Could  not  help  feeling  how  that 
it  was  a  piece  of  very  great  weakness,  to  say  the  least 
in  my  wife,  to  sacrifice  so  much  kindly  feeling  in  her 
own  aunt,  to  so  frivolous  a  reason  for  not  going,  as 
the  want  of  a  new  dress,  to  wear,  which  dress  she 
could  not  afford  to  buy  in  time.  What  a  great  mis¬ 
fortune  it  seems  to  be  that  a  woman  should  be  so 
brought  up  as  to  want  what  she  cannot  honestly 
have, — or  to  marry  below  her,  or  below  her  income. 

Passed  the  evening  in  reading  aloud  to  Caroline. 

Suffering  for  some  days  past  from  a  small  boil  near 
the  left  axilla,  Protected  it  from  my  clothing  by  ad¬ 
hesive  plaster,  and  this  obstructed  its  natural  course 
so  that  to  day  I  have  been  obliged  to  poultice  it. 

*Mrs.  Lownds,  mother  of  Cecilia  and  aunt  of  Caroline  Squibb. 
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Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  analytical  Room  all 
day. 

Mr  Strattons  Plumber  and  boy  also  at  work  all  day 
leading  the  top  of  the  counter. 

Saturday  Nov.  11th  18  54. 

As  soon  as  I  came  over  put  together  the  material  and 
apparatus  for 


ETHERIS  SPIRITUS  NITRICI. 

Potassae  Nitras  in  coarse  powder  lbs  V.=4I/4  lbs.  @11/2  .46 

Alcohol  C.  iij  =3  galls  @65  1.95 

Acid:  Sulphur:  lbs  iij  *  ix.=3  l/8  lbs  "  3  l/3  .11 

Alcohol  Oi  f  *  iv  =1%  .11 

Potassae  Carb:  f)  ij  5  iv.  =  .03 

Fuel  and  luting  .50 


Yield  2/z  galls=20  pints  puts  up  18  bottles  (lbs)  3.16 
Costs  17^4  cents  per  lb.  put  up  in  full  bottles. 


Put  the  materials  in  the  retort  in  the  water  Bath, 
and  allowed  it  to  stand  2  hours  at  a  temp,  of  say  100° 
till  12  m.  Then  raised  the  heat  and  distilled  2l/z  gal¬ 
lons.  At  first  boiled  it  as  rapidly  as  possible  till  nearly 
2  gallons  had  come  over,  and  then  reduced  the  temp, 
in  the  bath  to  about  190°  or  200°.  The  first  gallon 
had  scarcely  a  perceptible  odor  except  of  alcohol.  The 
second  was  ethereal,  and  of  a  yellowish  color.  The 
last  half  gallon  contained  most  of  the  ether,  and  was 
quite  yellow.  The  distillation  was  carried  a  little  too 
far, — that  is,  to  2  or  3  ounces  over  the  2/2  gallons, 
and  this  probably  gave  the  preparation  its  small  por¬ 
tion  of  aldehyd.  In  little  more  than  2  hours  it  was  all 
over,  when  Clarke  discharged  the  retort,  and  cleansed 
the  condenser  while  I  was  at  dinner, — the  Carb.  po- 
tassa  and  diluted  alcohol  having  been  previously  mixed 
and  well  shaken  with  the  distillate.  We  then  recharged 
the  retort  and  again  ran  over  2  /z  gallons  by  evening. 
In  this  redistilling  the  yellow  portion  comes  over  first, 
say  in  the  first  %  gallon  the  remainder  being  nearly 
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or  quite  colorless.  During  both  distillations  I  kept  the 
mouth  of  the  receiving  bottle  close  with  moistened 
muslin  to  avoid  the  unnecessary  entrance  of  air  into 
the  apparatus.  Thus  there  was,  during  the  first  part 
of  the  process  only  a  noticeable  shade  of  nitrous  acid 
vapor  in  the  retort. 

The  residue  of  the  rectification  was  of  a  deep  clear 
brown  color,  as  of  brown  sherry  wine,  and  measured 
about  28  fluid  ounces.  The  carb:  of  Potassa  used  had 
been  previously  dried. 

In  both  parts  of  the  process  the  boiling  was 
steadily  and  equally  maintained  from  the  first  to  the 
last  moment, — not  allowed  to  slacken  and  then  boil 
up  again,  by  which  air  is  drawn  in  and  expelled  from 
the  apparatus. 

This  process  occupied  the  day,  but  was  entirely 
finished  by  evening  and  the  yield  left  in  a  demijohn 
to  be  tested  tomorrow. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings  and 
the  usual  afternoons  weekly  cleaning  up. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  the  Pensacola 
requisition. 

Robert  cleaning  4  or  packing  vials  &c.  firing  for 
Mr  Watson.  He  found  a  bundle  of  glass  tubes,  unin¬ 
jured  in  the  wagon  today. 

Mr  Buckley  finished  the  pedestal  for  the  scales  to¬ 
day,  and  then  got  out  plan,  measurements  &c  for  the 
glass  case.  Went  in  the  afternoon  to  see  Mr  Gaylor  to 
get  an  estimate  for  the  case,  and  for  the  work  already 
done,  and  came  back  with  very  rough  estimates. 

Mr  Strattons  plumber  made  half  a  day  upon  the 
waste  and  water  connections  of  the  counter. 

After  tea  read  the  Scientific  American,  and  looked 
over  some  catalogues  while  Caroline  and  *  Jenny  Hart 
made  molasses  candy.  Then  read  aloud  to  Caroline  till 

•Jenny  Hart  was  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Bache’s  first  husband. 
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bed  time  finishing  the  "Last  of  the  Barons”  with  its 
general  slaughter. 

Sunday  Nov.  12,  1854. 

After  breakfast  went  over  to  the  Laboratory,  and 
was  listening  to  Dr  Bache,  and  looking  at  a  sore  he  has 
on  the  *  *  *  *  again,  wrote  up  yesterdays  notes.  Then 
examined  into  *  *  *  *  or  time  rather,  thus  far  con¬ 
sumed  by  Mr  Buckley  in  the  analytical  room,  and 
compared  it  with  Gaylor’s  estimate  of  yesterday.  Then 
commenced  a  new  book  for  memorandum  of  the  ex¬ 
penditures  I  make  for  the  Laboratory,  and  in  it  made 
out  two  separate  accounts  of  expenditures  for  splints, 
and  for  the  analytical  room.  Then  found  two  small 
porcelain  slates,  which  I  cleaned  repaired,  and  appro¬ 
priated  to  keep  memorandums  of  articles  and  prep¬ 
arations  wanted, — to  put  up, — &c.  Then  got  up  a 
list  of  all  the  wants  that  I  could  collect,  and  set  them 
down  in  the  want  Book.  After  dinner  returned  and 
examined  the  SPIRITUS  ETHERIS  NITRICI  made 
yesterday. 

Its  s.  g.  was  .842  instead  of  .834.  It  redened  litmus 
paper  very  lightly  in  the  course  of  evaporating  from 
it,  but  not  when  the  paper  is  first  wetted  with  it.  It 
is  not  colorless,  but  is  slightly  yellow.  With  dilute 
sol.  of  Potassa  it  does  not  change  color  in  two  hours. 
With  an  equal  bulk  of  concent.  SCL  it  is  at  first  pale 
yellow,  but  deepens  in  two  hours  to  a  full  brown  color. 
Thus  it  has  some  but  not  much  aldehyd. 

When  I  had  finished  this  Clarke  came  over  and  to¬ 
gether  we  prepared  for  making 

OLEUM  ETHEREUM. 

Alcohol  s.  g.  .835.  C.  j  Oij.=rl  %  gall,  at  65c  .82 

Acid:  Sulph:  s.  g.  1.848  Oxv— 28%  lbs  "  3  l/3  .93 

Fuel  .24 

Mixed  the  acid 

and  alcohol  partially  in  a  large  basin  and  then  charged 
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a  large  retort  in  the  sand  pot,  with  very  little  sand. 
Joined  up  the  condenser  to  it  and  luted  the  joint,  hav¬ 
ing  it  all  ready  for  Clarke  to  fire  up  in  the  furnace  un¬ 
der  it  early  in  the  morning.  Then  repeated  the  for¬ 
mula,  making  another  charge,  which  we  left  standing 
in  two  basins,  to  serve  as  a  second  charge.  In  these  mix¬ 
tures  I  diluted  the  alcohol  to  the  officinal  strength  by 
adding  to  each  gallon  6  fluid  ounces  of  distilled  water, 
and  then  added  the  acid  accurately  by  weight. 

This  troublesome  job  we  did  not  get  through  with 
till  some  time  after  dark,  when  I  came  over  home. 

Louis  Fellows  came  in  to  dinner  after  we  had  done, 
and  sat  with  us  an  hour  after.  He  leaves  for  a  southern 
business  trip  of  three  months  next  Wednesday. 

After  tea,  and  playing  a  while  with  Shang, — looked 
through  a  part  of  Harpers  Magazine,  and  then  looked 
over  the  portion  of  Turners  Chemistry  devoted  to 
analyses,  and  read  an  hour  in  Rose,  till  after  9  o’clock. 
Then  wrote  here  till  after  10  interrupted  for  a  short 
time  by  Mr  Leffingwell  and  Jenny  Hart.  Poor  Mr  L. 
turned  out  at  10,  to  go  home  through  a  very  hard 
rain. 

Mr  Watson  kept  his  fire  in  over  to  day  for  the  first 
time  though  the  weather  is  quite  warm. 

Monday  Nov.  13,  1854. 

When  I  came  over  found  Clarke  had  not  been  able 
to  start  the  OL:  ETHEREUM  because  the  water  had 
been  shut  off  to  drain  the  pipes  for  the  plumbers.  Thus 
we  were  detained  till  near  11  o’clock  while  the  air 
chamber  was  being  put  upon  the  feeding  pipe.  When 
this  was  done  started  the  fire,  but  finding  it  heat  up 
so  slowly  I  went  to  town  leaving  Clarke  to  conduct 
the  process.  When  I  returned  it  was  all  over  and  he 
had  a  small  yield,  not  more  than  1  l/z  ounces  of  crude 
oil,  and  that  in  the  under  stratum.  The  fire  had  evi¬ 
dently  been  too  quick.  Discharged  the  retort,  cleaned 
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it  and  put  in  the  other  charge,  then  fired  up  slowly, 
and  ran  it  off  slowly,  opening  the  furnace  door  the 
moment  the  bead  formed  upon  the  mixture  in  the 
retort.  When  the  froth  began  to  blacken  we  began 
to  deaden  down  the  fire  so  that  it  did  not  froth  over 
at  all.  When  the  oil  ceased  to  come  over  we  added 
water  in  small  quantities  for  half  an  hour  or  more, 
that  it  might  distil  over,  and  wash  the  oil  down  that 
was  adhering  to  the  apparatus.  On  adding  both  entire 
yields  together  there  was  9/z  ounces  about,  3  ounces 
of  which  was  crude  oil.  This  was  allowed  to  stand  in 
the  bottle  over  night,  as  we  did  not  get  through  till 
after  dark. 

On  going  over  to  town  went  first  to  Harper  & 
Brother,  and  selected  some  more  books  for  Childs, 
and  having  paid  the  Bill  with  a  check,  124$  left  and 
went  to  Quettier.  Here  engaged  glass  to  replace  the 
breakage  of  the  other  day,  (two  large  Wolfs  Bottles) 
paid  the  Bill,  and  promised  to  send  for  the  things. 
Then  came  back  to  Brooklyn,  and  stopping  at  Moores, 
paid  for  the  splint  Belts,  and  then  home  before  din¬ 
ner. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  packing  up  the  Pensacola 
requisition. 

Robert  cleaning  glass  and  in  the  afternoon  went 
over  to  Quettier’s  with  a  new  Horse  that  Dr  B.  has 
upon  trial  from  Mr  *  *  *  *  the  same  man  of  whom 
he  bought  the  last. 

Mr  Buckley  made  a  full  Day  upon  the  analytical 
room,  getting  out  stuff  for  the  glass  case. 

Mr  Strattons  plumbers  made  %  of  a  day,  but  al¬ 
most  all  of  it  was  occupied  with  the  air  chamber  for 
the  engine. 

At  dark  I  started  up  to  Flash’s,  and  took  dinner  and 
passed  the  evening  there,  Caroline  having  gone  up  in 
the  afternoon.  We  got  home  by  11,  or  a  little  later. 
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Tuesday  Nov.  14,  18  54. 

First  separated  the  ETHEREAL  OIL,  and  set  it 
by  in  a  measure  to  evaporate  the  ether  from  it. 

Then  got  together  the  residue  IODIDE  OF  PO¬ 
TASSIUM,  and  having  ascertained  that  there  were 
about  2  lbs  which  belonged  to  this  lot:  collected  all 
the  remaining  residues  and  turned  in  portions  and 
having  dissolved,  and  strained  the  solution,  evaporated 
and  set  aside  to  crystalize. 

Then  Clarke  and  I  cleaned  and  tied  over  the  glass 
ware  from  Quettier,  and  having  made  room  for  them 
in  the  case,  put  them  away.  Uncovered  counted,  and 
put  away  all  the  small  bottles. 

Then  arranged  the  feeding  hose  upon  the  small 
glass  condenser  and  tried  in  vain  to  grind  in  the  water 
faucets  so  as  to  prevent  dripping  from  the  hose.  Suc¬ 
ceeded  however  in  getting  all  the  connexions  tight. 
This  finished  the  day. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  with  the  Pensacola  requisition. 

Robert  cleaning  glass  ware. 

Mr  Buckley  made  half  a  day  on  the  Analytical 
Room. 

Mr  Stratton  and  his  man  "Jim”  came  up  in  the 
afternoon  and  brought  the  blow  pipe  fittings  but  did 
nothing. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  go  over  home,  and  while 
Clarke  and  I  were  trying  to  grind  colchicum  seed  in 
a  coffee  mill  Dr  Chase  came  and  brought  a  M.  C. 
named  Martin  I  believe  and  1  had  to  show  them  all 
through  the  place. 

While  at  tea  Dr  King  and  Mary  came  in  and  re¬ 
mained  all  evening,  chiefly  to  talk  about  going  to 
Phila. 

Caroline  received  a  letter  from  her  mother  to  day, 
saying  that  as  they  had  heard  through  Mrs  Bache,  that 
the  only  reasons  for  our  not  going  to  Phila  on  a  visit, 
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were  pecuniary,  Mr  Cook  had  procured  a  free  ticket 
for  us  which  she  enclosed.  All  this  annoyed  me  very 
much,  and  placed  me  in  a  very  disagreeable  position 
in  many  respects,  beside  that  I  dislike  being  man¬ 
aged  into  anything,  by  any  body. 

Wednesday  Nov.  15,  1854. 

When  I  went  over  first,  mixed  2*4  ounces  of  solu¬ 
tion  of  Potassae  and  5  ounces  of  distilled  water  and 
added  the  ETHEREAL  OIL  to  it  shook  it  well  and  al¬ 
lowed  it  to  stand  a  few  hours  to  separate.  When 
shaken  with  the  potassa  it  at  once  looses  its  yellowish 
color,  and  becomes  colorless  but  opalescent.  When 
separated  from  the  washing,  allowed  it  to  stand  un¬ 
covered  over  night. 

Then  drained  off  the  crystals  of  IODIDE  OF  PO¬ 
TASSIUM  and  started  Clarke  to  evaporate  it,  and 
again  set  it  aside  to  crystalize. 

Then,  Clarke  having  succeeded  finally  in  grinding 
up  the  colchicum  seeds  in  a  coffee  mill  made 

TINCTURA  COLCHICI  SEM: 

Colchici  sem:  Cintus  5  xxjij 

Alcohol  C  j. 

Aduae  Dest:  C  j. 

Macerate. 

Put  these  together  and  left  them  to  macerate  in  a 
warm  place.  Then  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day 
in  assisting  and  superintending  the  gas  fitters  who 
were  at  work  in  the  analytical  Room.  By  evening  they 
had  finished  the  blowpipe  almost,  having  two  joints 
to  make  over,  as  they  leaked  a  little.  We  then  turned 
on  the  water  and  tried  the  blowpipe,  and  found  it 
to  answer  admirably,  getting  whatever  heat  or  flame 
that  was  desired. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  sheepskins. 

Robert  cleaning  glass  I  believe. 
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Mr  Buckley  made  half  a  day  upon  the  analytical 
room  glass  case. 

Mr  Strattons  man  and  assistant  got  here  very  late 
in  the  morning  and  finished  the  day  here  except  a 
long  hour  to  dinner. 

Caroline  had  gone  down  to  Dr  Kings  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  after  dark  I  joined  her  there  to  tea.  Passed 
the  evening  with  them,  and  got  home  by  half  past  10. 
A  small  furuncle  upon  the  left  cheek  gives  me  a 
swollen  face  for  a  day  or  two  past. 

Thursday  Nov.  16,  18  54. 

On  measuring  the  carefully  separated  OL: 
ETHEREUM  this  morning,  found  there  was  a  little 
more  than  nine  fluid  drachms  of  it.  It  was  colorless, 


opalescent,  and  quite  free  from  acidity. 

Resume. 

Alcohol  2/2  galls  @  65c  1.63 

Acid:  Sulph:  56%  lt>s-  "  31/3  1.86 

Fuel  .48 

Potassae  Liquor  2/2  oz  .04 


Yield  11/8  fluid  ounces.  4.01 


Comp:  Spirit  of  Ether. 

Ol.  Ethereum  f  o  ix.  4.01 

Ether  Oiss  .26 

Alcohol  Oiij  .24 


4.51 

Yields  4  Z2  pints. 

Costs  1$  per  pint. 

Put  this  in  the  shop  bottle  and  took  it  up  stairs, 
putting  the  remaining  gallon  of  ether  and  alcohol 
mixture  for  Hoffmans  into  another  bottle  for  future 
use. 

Then  decanted  the  shop  bottle  full  of  ether,  and  a 
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demijohn  full  to  set  by,  and  sent  the  carboy  up  stairs 
for  the  men  to  put  up  as  they  have  time. 

Then  tried  the  spirit  of  nitre  and  sent  it  up  stairs 
to  be  put  up. 

Then  started  Clarke  to  evaporate  the  Iodide  of  Po¬ 
tassium  and  to  set  it  aside  to  crystalize. 

Also  set  him  to  get  out  the  materials  for  Tr.  Aconite 
Root  and  press  them  off,  much  of  the  spirit  having 
evaporated  from  the  jug  in  some  way.  These  were 
left  in  press  all  day  and  yielded  only  about  1  pint  in¬ 
stead  of  5  pints  of  tincture. 

Then  went  over  to  town,  and  first  to  Lieses  to  en¬ 
quire  again  about  analytical  scales,  the  loss  of  the  ship 
New  Era  having  much  disappointed  me,  in  losing  the 
scales  I  had  contracted  for  from  Mr  Goebeler.  Mr. 
Liese  had  come  home,  but  had  nothing  that  suited  me 
at  all  in  the  way  of  scales.  Then  went  to  Cooper  & 
Fellows  to  look  for  files,  but  got  none  there.  Then 
went,  by  Charley’s  recommendation  to  Wykoffs  in 
Broadway  and  bought  the  files.  Thence  to  Bishops  In¬ 
dia  Rubber  Store  where  I  bought  gas  tubing  and  In¬ 
dia  rubber  packing,  paying  for  this  and  for  the  files 
from  30  dollars  which  I  drew  from  Bank  as  I  came 
over.  Then  went  up  to  Goebelers  and  made  an  ar¬ 
rangement  with  him  to  send  over  for  another  analyti¬ 
cal  scale  for  us,  he  offering  to  lend  us  one  to  use  in 
the  mean  time. 

Then  came  home  to  dinner  and  found  Sallie  Fel¬ 
lows  here. 

After  dinner  went  over  to  the  Laboratory  and  was 
occupied  till  evening  in  superintending  Mr  Strattons 
plumber  in  the  analytical  room,  and  in  showing  Dr 
Chase  and  his  friends  through  the  building. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  getting  out  a  frigates  outfit 
for  some  suppositious  demand  that  Dr  Bache  has. 
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Robert  went  to  town,  and  brought  over  the  Books 
for  me  from  Harper  and  Brothers. 

Mr  Buckley  made  an  entire  day  at  the  analytical 
Room.  Mr  Strattons  gas  fitters  were  here  for  a  short 
time  in  the  morning  and,  the  plumbers  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Neither  made  half  a  day. 

After  tea  Caroline  and  I  went  to  Dr  Chases,  I  not 
before  having  called  on  the  two  young  ladies  staying 
there.  We  came  home  at  9,  when  I  wrote  here  till  bed 
time.  Before  going  to  bed  had  to  open  the  furnucle 
on  my  face  and  put  a  poultice  to  it. 

Friday  Nov.  17,  1854. 

Found  the  plumbers  at  work  in  the  analytical  room, 
and  had  to  superintend  them  for  some  time. 

Then  poured  off  and  evaporated  the  solution  of 
IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 

Then  had  the  residue  of  ACONITE  ROOT  taken 
from  the  press  and  put  into  a  percolator  to  make,  by 
Dr  Baches  direction  the  proper  quantity  of  tincture, 
though  the  root  is  known  to  be  bad  and  weak. 

Then  was  sent  for  by  Dr  Bache  and  introduced  to 
his  friend  Mr  Goulding  the  Instrument  maker,  a  man 
just  out  of  prison  where  he  had  been  put  for  forgery. 
Had  to  go  through  the  establishment  with  them, 
though  I  did  not  consider  it  highly  complimentary  to 
be  introduced  to  this  man. 

Then  was  occupied  in  making  the  cement  joints 
to  the  blow  pipe  guage  in  the  analytical  room,  before 
and  after  dinner,  having  some  trouble  in  getting  them 
tight. 

Then  made  a  mercury  pressure  guage  for  the  blow 
pipe  jet  and  having  put  it  on  and  filled  it  turned  on 
the  water  and  got  up  the  full  pressure.  Found  it  to 
sustain  a  column  of  mercury  40^2  inches  long.  Thus 
the  water  pressure  is  20 lbs  to  the  square  inch.  In 
getting  up  this  pressure  the  air  compressed  so  much 
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that  the  lower  boiler  fills,  and  the  upper  nearly  half 
fills  before  the  water  ceases  to  flow  in.  Thus  80  gallons 
of  air  is  made  to  occupy  the  space  of  20  gallons  un¬ 
der  this  pressure. 

It  makes  a  most  excellent  jet  of  flame,  steady  and 
easily  regulated,  and  is  altogether  an  excellent  con¬ 
trivance. 

Left  the  pressure  upon  the  mercury  till  after  10 
o’clock,  and  then  on  going  round  to  look  at  it  found 
the  column  had  fallen  about  3/8  of  an  inch,  so  let  it 
stand  all  night.  In  the  morning  it  had  fallen  nearly 
2  inches  only.  So  that  the  work  may  be  considered  to 
be  very  tight,  though  the  cement  joints  are  not  very 
pretty. 

During  the  afternoon  put  together  the  materials 
for 

TINCTURA  TOLUTANA. 

Tolutan:  Siij 

Alcohol  Oiij  Dissolve 

Mr  Watson  still  occupied  with  the  splint  fittings. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  a  frigates  outfit. 

Robert  went  to  town  for  Dr  Bache,  and  cleaned 
glass  ware. 

Clarke  out  this  afternoon  to  see  his  "Aunt”. 

Mr  Buckley  made  an  entire  day  at  the  analytical 
Room. 

Mr  Strattons  plumbers  were  at  work  half  a  day  in 
putting  two  new  couplings  onto  the  boiler.  Thus  they 
have  been  just  one  day  doing  over  Dick’s  work. 

Three  days  ago  made  for  the  Pensacola  requisition 

CERAT:  ZINCI  CARB: 

Zinci  Carb:  o  v. 

Cerat:  Simp:  o  xxij. 

Yield  2  lbs  put  up. 

melted  the  cerate  and  stirred  in  the  carbonate. 

This  formula  was  omitted  under  its  proper  date. 
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After  tea  read  Punch  and  wrote  to  Com  Brannan 
under  date  of  tomorrow  for  a  weeks  leave  of  absence. 
Also  wrote  short  letters  to  uncle  Bonsai  and  to  Harry 
Avery  telling  them  of  our  proposed  visit.  Then  wrote 
here  till  bed  time. 

Saturday  Nov:  18,  1854. 

Set  Clarke  first  thing  to  clean  out  the  steam  kettles, 
and  then  got  out  the  formula  and  materials  first  for. 


CERATUM  SIMPLEX. 

Lard  washed  15  lbs  @  14 54  2.11 

White  wax  7*4  "  50  3.75 


Yield  23  lbs  put  up  5.86 

Fuel  24 

Costs  2 6/2  cents  per  lb. 

When  this  was  put  up,  wiped  off  and  sent  up 
stairs,  made 

CERATUM  RESINAE 
Lard  14 5/2  lbs  2.12 

Resin  8  "  14  oz  @  lc  .09 

Yellow  wax.  3  “  10  oz  30  1.10 

Fuel  24.  strainers  20  .44 


Yields  put  up  31  lbs  3.75 

Costs  12  cents  per  lb. 


Tried  straining  through  coarse  linen,  but  found  flan¬ 
nel  better  and  then  used  both  together. 

Evaporated  again  the  solution  of  IODIDE  OF 
POTASSIUM,  and  set  it  by  to  crystalize. 

Had  a  long  conference  with  Gaylor  upon  his  bill 
for  the  Analytical  room,  and  we  got  the  sum  fixed  at 
82.$  for  the  whole  work. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  at  the  splint  fittings,  but  he  is 
slacking  again,  and  does  not  work  as  steadily  as  he 
might  do. 
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Mr  Derry  and  James  at  work  at  the  Frigates  outfit 
directed  to  be  put  up  by  Dr  Bache. 

Robert  cleaning  glass  ware,  and  sweeping  out. 

Mr  Buckley  made  half  a  day  at  the  analytical 
Room. 

Now  that  the  amount  of  the  Bill  is  fixed  however 
I  do  not  care  so  much  for  the  time  he  makes. 

Mr  Strattons  boy  came  up  with  the  argand  burners 
this  evening  with  glass  chimneys  however,  instead  of 
copper  ones.  The  burners  and  stands  however  do  very 
well. 

After  tea  looked  over  some  of  the  Books  of  Childs, 
purchased  from  Harpers  the  other  day,  particularly 
Miss  Bremers  "New  Ffomes  of  the  New  World  Dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  Com  Brannan  sent  up  my  leave  of 
absence,  approved. 

Sunday  Nov.  19,  18  54. 

After  breakfast  came  over  and  wrote  up  yesterdays 
notes,  getting  out  the  cost  of  the  ointments.  Then 
went  over  the  allowance  table  and  stock  to  see  that 
there  was  nothing  out,  or  very  short,  that  there  might 
be  nothing  wanted  while  I  was  away. 

Then  poured  off  and  drained  off  the  solution  of 
IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM,  and  examined  the  jars 
of  solution  in  the  warm  closet. 

Afterward  did  various  little  matters  till  dinner 
time.  After  dinner  looked  up  all  the  Journals  of  Phar¬ 
macy,  so  as  to  be  able  to  get  the  missing  numbers 
while  in  Phila. 

Then  read  a  little  and  played  with  Shang  during 
the  remainder  of  the  afternoon. 

After  tea  Dr  Mayo  came  in  and  sat  awhile,  and 
when  he  had  gone  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
passed  in  reading  aloud  to  Caroline  from  Miss  Bremers 
"Homes  of  the  New  World”.  Went  to  bed  with  a 
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sore  left  ear,  as  though  there  was  a  little  furnuculus 
inside.  Beside  this  I  have  a  new  one  above  the  left  hip. 

Monday  Nov.  20,  18  54. 

On  coming  over  saw  the  Painter  and  made  a  con¬ 
tract  with  him  to  paint  the  new  work  in  the  analytical 
room  for  $14.  Then  had  to  examine  Dr  Baches  mouth 
and  throat,  which  are  both  in  a  bad  condition  of  ulcer¬ 
ation  for  some  time  past.  Then  went  down  stairs  and 
prepared  to  make  syrup  of  squill  by  filtering  the  vine¬ 
gar  of  squill  through  paper. 

SYRUPUS  SCILLAE 
Scillae  Acetum  Ovj. 

Sacchar:  lb  xij  9  lb.  14  oz. 

Fuel  .12 

Yield 

Mixed  the  materials  upon  the  water  bath,  and  then 
Clarke  got  the  bottles  ready. 

Strained  through  felt,  and  then  put  up. 

Then  Mr  Stratton  came  with  his  bills,  and  he  and 
I  had  to  dissect  them,  for  they  were  high  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  and  far  above  all  the  estimates  &c.  Then  went 
down  to  Dr  Chases  to  ask  for  the  wagon  to  take  us 
to  the  boat,  and  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  till  dinner  at  12,  with  small  matters  and  direc¬ 
tions  to  Clarke  &c.  After  dinner  fitted  keys  in  all  our 
doors  and  locked  all  up  and  at  a  quarter  before  one 
we  started  in  the  wagon  and  were  soon  on  board  the 
John  Potter  and  at  2,  started  for  Philadelphia.  After 
a  journey  without  interruption  we  arrived  safely, 
with  Mrs  King  in  company  at  about  a  quarter  past 
7  oclock  at  *Mr  Cooks,  602  Spruce  Street.  Soon  after 
had  tea  with  good  appetites,  and  then  talked  till  near 
10  o’clock,  when  we  went  tired  and  sleepy  to  a  cold 
fresh  bed. 


'Mr.  Cook  was  Caroline’s  Father. 
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In  Philadelphia 

Tuesday  Novem.  21,  18  54. 

After  breakfast,  and  looking  over  the  Ledger  till 
10  o’clock  started  for  Harry  Avery’s  and  sat  an  hour 
with  them  leaving  Harrys  bundle  of  music  with  him. 
Then  went  down  to  5  th  and  Vine  and  saw  Aunt  El¬ 
len  Allmans  family,  and  Hannah  now  Mrs  J.  H. 
Squibb.  Sat  with  them  for  half  an  hour  and  then  went 
down  to  Mr  Sprague’s  and  saw  uncle  Jacob  for  a  few 
minutes.  Then  walked  up  Chesnut  Street  stopped  at 
Ino  Sills  to  buy  gloves.  Finally  just  got  home  in  time 
for  dinner  at  half  past  1.  After  dinner  went  with  Mr 
Cook  down  to  his  Board  Yard  near  the  Navy  Yard, 
and  remained  there  with  him  till  evening,  when  we 
came  home  to  tea.  After  tea  Harry  Avery  and  his 
wife  came  to  call  on  Caroline,  and  remained  a  part 
of  the  evening.  Later,  uncle  J.  H.  Squibb  came,  and 
he  remained  till  after  10.  Then  journalized  here  for 
half  an  hour  and  went  sleepy  and  tired  to  bed. 

Wednesday  Novem  22d  18  54. 

After  breakfast  at  half  past  8,  read  the  newspaper 
and  played  with  Shang  till  11,  making  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  Miss  Annie  Steinhauer  from  next  door.  Then 
borrowing  Mrs  King’s  umbrella,  for  it  was  a  rainy 
morning,  went  down  to  see  Dr  Franklin  Bache  and 
talked  with  him  for  an  hour  or  more,  getting  his  ideas 
and  advice  upon  many  points  and  subjects,  and  get¬ 
ting  him  to  recommend  some  works  upon  chemistry. 
(Brandes  Manual  and  Regnaults  Chemistry,)  When 
I  had  remained  with  him  perhaps  longer  than  I  ought, 
left,  and  called  on  Dr  Mutter,  with  whom  I  sat  till 
near  1  o’clock.  Then  went  round  to  the  college  to  the 
surgical  clinic  where  I  saw  Drs  Mitchel  and  Pancoast, 
and  several  other  old  acquaintances,  and  Dr  Lock- 
wood  of  the  Navy.  Saw  Dr  P.  perform  several  small 
operations,  as  subcutaneous  section  of  the  periosteum 
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of  the  radius,  Removal  of  a  sebaceous  tumor  near  the 
outhu  canthus.  Introduction  of  an  animal  tube  for 
lacrymal  fistula,  and  finally  he  crushed  a  stone  in  the 
bladder  of  an  elderly  man.  Beside  these  he  exhibited 
a  child  that  had  been  cut  for  stone  a  week  before 
when  etherized, — a  case  of  Lupus  around  the  left  eye, 
and  some  pathological  specimens, — all  of  which  clinic 
was  embarrassed  by  a  most  clumsy  apology  for  a  lec¬ 
ture,  full  of  errors  and  blunders  and  bad  language 
and  grammar  and  rough  handling  and  gesticulation 
but  withall,  good  and  practical  in  meaning  and 
knowledge.  After  the  lecture  came  home  and  dined, 
and  then  went  down  to  William  Proctors  store  where 
I  bought  and  paid  for  two  volumes  of  Journal  of 
Pharmacy  to  complete  the  Laboratory  set.  Talked  a 
long  time  to  him  about  the  Laboratory  and  its  opera¬ 
tions  and  prospects.  Then  went  up  to  the  college  and 
listened  to  a  part  of  Dr  Meig’s  lecture.  After  the  lec¬ 
ture  went  to  see  the  Dr  and  had  a  characteristic  talk 
with  him  during  which  we  walked  round  to  his  house. 
The  latter  part  of  this  conversation  was  very  char¬ 
acteristic.  He  asked  if  I  was  saving  any  money,  and 
before  allowing  me  to  go  made  me  promise  him  to 
lay  by  25  dollars  before  the  year  was  out.  Then  came 
home  to  tea.  After  tea  Caroline  who  had  been  shop¬ 
ping  now  for  a  day  and  a  half,  had  some  silks  sent 
from  Levy’s  to  look  at  and  select,  and  finally  decided 
upon  an  expensive  brown  striped  one  which  cost  then 
30  dollars. 

Then  Mrs  Cook  Mrs  King,  Caroline  and  I  went  up 
to  see  her  uncles  family,  Mr  Pearson  Yard,  in  11th  St 
above  Race.  Here  we  remained  till  after  9  o’clock  and 
got  home  tired  to  bed  about  10,  the  weather  having 
been  dry  but  cloudy  during  the  afternoon. 

Thursday  Novem:  23d  18  54.  "Thanksgiving  day” 

About  10  oclock  Caroline  and  I  started  and  called 
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first  at  Harry  Averys.  Then  went  to  what  used  to  be 
grandmothers  house,  now,  I  suppose  uncle  Jacobs, — 
corner  of  5  th  and  Vine.  Here  we  sat  some  time. 
Thence  went  to  Mr  Peter  Hays,  5  th  below  Poplar,  but 
they  were  not  at  home.  Next  to  Mrs  Poulson’s  in  6th 
below  Green,  where  we  sat  for  half  an  hour  with  the 
old  lady.  Then  I  put  Caroline  into  a  stage  to  go  to 
Whartons  to  dinner,  and  went  afterward  first  to  Mr 
I.  W.  Bullocks  where  I  found  them  just  sitting  down 
to  dinner,  and  dined  with  them.  Then  went,  and  after 
some  difficulty  found  my  brother  Roberts  house  in 
Haydock  Street,  and  sat  with  him  and  his  wife  for 
an  hour  and  a  half.  Then  left  them  and  took  a  stage 
down  to  the  Mount  Vernon  house  where  I  left  a  card 
for  the  Avery’s.  Thence  went  to  4th  below  Walnut 
Street  to  look  for  the  Boarding  place  of  Mrs  &  Mr 
Byerly,  but  without  success.  Then  up  Walnut  Street 
to  Dr  Shallcross  but  did  not  see  him.  Then  met  Dr  Jud- 
son.  Then  called  on  Dr  Brinton,  but  he  was  out.  Then 
to  call  on  Mrs  Levick,  who  was  also  out  in  New  York. 
Then  to  Simes  drug  store  to  enquire  for  Dr  Leidys 
residence,  where  I  saw  Dr  Hoppin.  Then  went  to  Dr 
Leidys  in  George  below  10th,  but  he  was  out.  This 
visit  was  made  in  consequence  of  a  letter  I  received 
from  Dr  Bache  this  morning,  telling  me  to  enquire 
of  him  as  to  the  best  place  to  purchase  a  microscope 
for  Dr  Whelan.  Then  went  to  J.  C.  Turnpenny’s  for 
the  volumes  of  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy  which  Wm 
Proctors  had  left  there  for  me.  Talked  to  Mr  Turn¬ 
penny  about  the  Laboratory  for  some  time  till  after¬ 
noon  and  then  went  to  Mr  Whartons,  where  I  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  tea.  Had  tea  there  and  passed  the  evening  till 
after  9  o’clock,  when  Caroline  and  I  came  back  home 
very  tired.  I  then  wrote  here  for  half  an  hour  or  more 
when  we  went  to  bed. 

Uncle  and  Aunt  Bonsai  came  in  this  morning  to 
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see  us,  but  we  were  out.  They  are  to  come  in  for  us 
tomorrow. 

Fine  clear  weather  all  day. 

Friday  Nov.  24,  18  54. 

After  breakfast  I  went  in  to  see  Miss  Georgina 
Smith,  and  had  been  with  them  half  an  hour  or  more 
when  Caroline  came  to  say  that  uncle  Bonsai  was 
waiting  with  his  carriage  to  take  us  out  to  his  house. 
We  were  all  soon  ready,  and  started,  Mrs  King  with 
us,  so  that  we  overloaded  his  carriage.  It  commenced 
to  rain  a  little  before  we  reached  Darby,  and  soon 
after  set  in  for  a  very  rainy  day  and  evening.  Thus 
we  remained  quiet  in  the  house  all  day  and  evening 
and  had  a  very  quiet  time,  seeing  no  one.  Went  to  bed 
before  10.  The  only  dry  part  of  the  day  was  that  in 
which  we  came  out. 

Saturday  Nov  25,  18  54.  Carolines  21st  Birthday. 

As  soon  as  breakfast  was  over  uncle  took  Mary 
King  and  I  into  town  in  the  carriage,  leaving  Mary 
at  home,  I  rode  down  to  9th  Street  with  him,  and 
then  went  to  see  Dr  Leidy  about  microscope  for  Dr 
Bache.  Only  could  find  him  at  the  University,  where 
I  soon  had  the  required  information  from  him.  At 
his  invitation  looked  round  the  museum,  and  then 
went  down  to  call  upon  Dr  Lockwood  at  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Fiouse.  After  talking  awhile,  Dr  L.  and  I  went 
round  to  Lindsay  and  Blackistons  bookstore  to  see  a 
cut  of  an  instrument  for  cauterization  of  the  urethra. 
Fiere  talked  awhile  to  Mr  Lindsay  about  Books,  and 
about  the  book  I  propose  to  prepare  upon  Pharmacy. 
We  then  returned  to  the  Washington  Fiouse  where 
Dr  Barrington  was  waiting  for  Dr  L.  Sat  and  talked 
awhile,  after  which  we  separated,  and  I  went  down  to 
McAllisters  to  look  at  microscopes.  Selected  the  kind 
that  Dr  Leidy  thought  the  best,  and  fixed  the  price 
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in  case  we  should  order  one.  Then  hurried  up  to  the 
college,  but  did  not  get  there  till  Dr  Mutter  had  com¬ 
menced  his  clinic.  He  had  a  case  of  Elephantiasis  when 
I  got  there,  and  took  up  a  collection  for  the  man. 
Then  some  other  cases,  and  finaly  an  amputation  of 
the  thigh  in  a  middle  aged  woman,  done  pretty  well, 
— with  Ether.  After  lecture  went  to  Cooks  to  din¬ 
ner,  and  after  dinner  went  to  a  Mr  or  Dr  R  Arthur 
at  Walnut  St.  to  see  a  new  patent  plan  for  sealing 
cans.  Then  to  Lippencott  Gambro  &  Co  to  see  upon 
what  terms  we  could  buy  Wood  &  Bache,  and  the 
Pharmacopoea,  for  the  Laboratory.  Then  to  the 
Darby  Stage  Office  to  find  that  the  4  o’clock  stage  had 
started  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  time.  Then 
went  to  Lindsay  and  Blackiston  and  bought  a  copy  of 
Meigs  work  on  Children,  for  Shangs  particular  bene¬ 
fit.  Then  called  to  see  Charley  Oakford,  and  strolled 
up  Chesnut  St.  Finally  back  to  the  Stage  office  before 
5,  and  thence  out  to  uncles.  Found  uncle  had  brought 
Grandmother  out  from  Nancy  Bartrams  today  and 
she  only  was  at  home,  the  remainder  over  at  Pearson 
Serrills  to  tea,  so  I  hurried  over  and  found  they  were 
waiting  for  me.  Took  tea  and  passed  the  evening 
there  till  nearly  10  o’clock  and  then  came  home  to 
bed. 

Clear  and  pleasant  but  damp,  till  after  dark  when 
it  again  set  in  to  rain. 

Sunday  Nov.  26th  18  54. 

After  breakfast  Ellen  Serrill  came  over  with  Janes 
baby  and  remained  till  near  meeting  time.  We  then 
all  went  to  meeting  and  there  heard  an  excellent  ex¬ 
hortation  from  John  Jackson  upon  the  plain  simple¬ 
ness  of  the  only  object  of  a  religious  course  of  life 
namely  salvation.  After  meeting  had  a  number  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  to  speak  to,  and  then  home 
to  dinner.  We  found  here  uncle  Jacob  Squibb,  but 
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Robert  and  his  wife  had  not  come.  Uncle  Jacob  left 
at  3,  in  the  stage,  and  we  then  (except  aunt)  went  to 
Uncle  I.  Bartrams  and  there  passed  the  afternoon  and 
evening  among  a  number  of  strangers.  Sami.  Rhodes 
Oborn  Levis  Jr.  Ino  Ogden,  Isaac  Bartram  Jr.  and  all 
their  wives  beside  Thomas’s  family  and  his  son’s  wife. 
About  8  oclock  we  left  there  and  went  to  Aunt  Mary 
Bonsais  where  we  passed  an  hour  or  more,  to  call  on 
Hannah  Forbert  and  Kate  Jefferies,  Found  Jno.  Jef¬ 
feries  also  there.  Aunt  Mary  had  been  quite  sick,  and 
was  not  yet  recovered,  so  that  I  had  to  prescribe  for 
her  eyes.  Then  back  home  and  to  bed.  Weather  clear 
and  fine. 

Monday  Nov.  27.  18  54. 

After  breakfast  occupied  most  of  the  morning  in 
packing  up  some  books  papers,  pictures  curios  &c 
that  we  wanted  to  take  home  with  us,  and  in  looking 
over  the  remainder  of  my  concerns  here.  Those  I  do 
not  take  are  put  into  a  box  in  the  garret  to  remain 
till  called  for.  Ships  Books  &c.  Then  took  Shang  and 
went  over  to  Serrills  and  passed  the  morning  with 
them  in  the  nursery.  Then  back  home  where  I  occu¬ 
pied  the  time  before  and  after  dinner  with  the 
"Ledger”  and  in  "  *  *  *  *  a  couple  of  knotty  cases 
that  uncle  had  on  hand.  Then  wrote  for  half  an  hour, 
after  which  Caroline  and  I  started  for  a  set  visit  to 
Aunt  Mary’s  and  Joseph  Dodgsons,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Sat  only  half  an  hour 
or  so  at  Aunt  Marys,  and  then  went  with  grandmother 
to  Dodgsons.  Here  we  found  Josiah  Hoops.  After  tea 
uncle  and  aunt  came  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
they  tried  to  convince  me  of  the  table  moving  powers 
of  some  of  the  company.  But  the  table  could  not  be 
made  to  perform  while  my  hands  were  upon  it.  About 
10  we  all  rode  home  in  the  carriage  and  were  soon  all 
in  bed.  The  day  a  very  fine  one. 
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Tuesday  Nov.  28th  1854. 

Up  early  and  after  breakfast  stowed  all  my  bag¬ 
gage  in  the  carriage  and  then  went  to  town  in  the 
stage  at  half  past  8,  with  Henry  Gillam  and  Joseph 
Richardson.  Got  out  at  20th  Street  and  went  up  to 
Vine  St  to  call  on  Dr  Barrington.  Sat  an  hour  with 
him,  and  then  went  down  to  Aunt  Ellen’s  to  say  good 
bye  to  them.  She  gave  me  a  lock  of  grandmother 
Squibbs  hair,  and  a  pair  of  her  sugar  tongs  as  re¬ 
membrances  of  grandmother.  Then  went  to  see  uncle 
Jacob  a$d  got  from  him  the  Robinson  coat  of  arms 
in  the  old  frame.  Carrying  this  with  me  to  put  in  the 
trunk,  went  next  to  see  brother  Robert  at  Ino  L  Bon¬ 
sais  bindery,  but  he  was  not  there  and  had  not  been 
this  week.  Then  went  down  and  called  on  Mrs  By- 
erly,  and  sat  with  her  a  few  minutes  only,  for  want 
of  time.  Then  hurried  up  to  Mr  Cooks  where  we 
dined  and  packed  up  for  starting.  About  one  o’clock 
we  started,  and  soon  after  found  that  Mary  King  had 
left  the  ticket  of  passage  for  herself  and  Caroline  on 
the  breakfast  table.  So  I  had  to  run  back  and  get  it. 
When  we  reached  the  boat  Mr  Cook  was  there,  and 
took  charge  of  them  whilst  I  attended  to  the  baggage. 
When  I  had  seen  it  all  properly  stowed,  and  had  taken 
the  huge  bundle  of  pictures  into  the  cabin  I  went  in 
search  of  my  party  and  found  them  quietly  seated  on 
board  the  wrong  boat.  Before  we  started  Mr  Byerly 
came  on  board  to  see  us  and  remained  till  we  were 
about  to  start.  After  a  pleasant  passage  during  which 
we  picked  up  Dr  King  at  Amboy  we  reached  the 
wharf  before  7,  and  by  half  past  7  were  once  more  at 
home,  where  "'Eliza  had  everything  comfortably  ready 
for  us.  Found  Mr  and  Mrs  Fellows  waiting  for  us, 
and  they  took  tea  and  remained  till  about  9.  Not  being 
able  to  get  into  the  bed  room  in  any  better  way  I  had 

*Eliza  Fogarty,  sister  to  Mary. 
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to  break  a  light  of  glass,  and  cut  the  moulding  of  the 
door  to  push  back  the  lock. 

As  soon  as  Charley  and  Sally  left  we  went  tired  and 
sleepy  to  bed. 

Wednesday  Nov.  29.  18  54. 

After  going  over  the  Laboratory  generally  and  talk¬ 
ing  with  Dr  Bache  for  some  time,  I  went  down  and 
reported  my  return  to  the  Commodore,  and  told  him 
that  I  had  heard  indirectly  that  he  had  considered  that 
I  had  stayed  one  day  over  my  time,  and  that  I  wished 
to  correct  that  impression,  as  I  had  not  done  so.  He 
replied  that  he  had  not  thought  of  my  leave  since  I 
left,  and  that  somebody  had  been  trying  "to  plague” 
me.  Then  went;  over  to  town  and  took  a  pot  of  confec. 
of  senna  to  Mr  Fellows,  that  he  might  take  it  on  this 
afternoon  to  Mr  Cook.  Both  going  and  returning  I 
called  on  Mr  Stratton,  but  did  not  see  him.  On  com¬ 
ing  home,  went  to  see  Dr  Chase,  and  then  dined.  After 
dinner  commenced  preparing  and  setting  up  appara¬ 
tus  for  making  Liquor  Ammonia,  and  worked  busily 
at  it  till  dark  when  Dr  Chase  and  his  son  came  in  and 
I  had  to  show  the  latter  through  the  establishment 
till  after  6  oclock. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  work  at  the  splint  fittings, 
though  nearly  done.  Has  been  at  them  all  the  week. 

Mr  Derry  is  sick,  and  has  been  for  some  days  past, 
having  as  he  says  taken  cold  from  the  fires  having 
been  put  out  in  the  furnace  that  warms  their  room. 

James  putting  up  Citric  Acid.  He  and  Mr  Derry 
have  been  taking  account  of  stock  for  Dr  Bache  dur¬ 
ing  some  days. 

Robert  firing,  sweeping,  and  assisting  up  stairs. 

During  my  absence  Clarke  has  thoroughly  cleaned 
up  the  rough  room  and  the  new  analytical  room,  and 
has  every  thing  in  first  rate  order.  Has  the  Blue  Pill 
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mass  in  the  ointment  trough,  the  ointment  being  all 
done. 

Mr  Buckley  has  finished  his  work  in  the  analytical 
room  and  it  is  now  ready  for  painting  except  the  glaz¬ 
ing  of  the  sash  case  doors. 

After  tea  I  drove  in  nails  and  hung  up  all  the  pic¬ 
tures  which  we  brought  home  with  us,  all  having  ar¬ 
rived.  Then  unpacked  the  Box  of  Childs  Books,  ar¬ 
ranged  and  checked  them  by  the  bill,  finding  one  error 
only.  They  amounted  to  about  168  volumes.  These 
occupied  nearly  the  whole  evening,  only  leaving  half 
an  hour  to  look  over  a  volume  of  Stricklands  Queens 
of  England. 

During  the  evening  was  sent  for  by  Dr  Bache  to 
apply  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  ulcers  in  his 
mouth  and  throat.  Both  mouth  and  throat  are  badly 
and  extremely  ulcerated,  and  look  very  badly. 

Thursday  Nov.  30.  1854 

Occupied  the  entire  morning  in  setting  up  the  ap¬ 
paratus  for  Ammonia,  and  finished  it  after  dinner, 
having  the  large  wolfs  Bottles  charged  with  distilled 
water.  The  wash  bottle  contains  2^4  pints.  The  first 
Bottle  a  gallon,  and  the  second  2^2  galls.  Then  made 
a  crucible  hood  for  the  Blowpipe,  and  afterward 
superintended  the  painter  in  the  analytical  room  till 
after  6  o’clock. 

Mr  Watson  finished  the  splint  fittings  today. 

Mr  Derry  still  sick.  James  putting  up  Ether. 

Robert  shifting  stock  in  the  storeroom,  firing  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  did  not  work  today. 

The  painter  James  Kirk  gave  all  the  new  work,  and 
the  steam  pipes  in  the  analytical  room  one  coat  of 
paint,  by  Dr  Baches  authority.  He  is  to  give  it  two 
coats  for  14$. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Broome  came  and  took  tea  with  us, 
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THIS  SET  OF 


SFLIN 


And 


ill 

an 


CONSISTS  OJF* 

A  DOUBLE  INCLINED  PLANE, 

A  LONG  SPLINT,  for  fractures  of  flu  loiter  extremities, 
.Belt  and  Perineal  Pad  and  Strap , 

A  SHORT  CARVED  SPLINT,  for  the  inside  of  the  thigh, 
TWO  CARVED  SPLINTS,  for  general  urn; 

ALL  OF  WHICH  HAVE  FADS  FITTED  AND  TIEI>  ON'  THEM. 

A  SET  OF  LEATHERED  WOODEN  SPLINTS, 

TWO  SHEETS  OF  COTTON  WADDING, 

A  PACKAGE  OF  TOW. 


-  a 


The  double  inclined  plane  has  the  lower  part  so  arranged  as  to  he  easih 
detached  and  used  separately  m  a  fracture  box  when  required. 

It  is  also  provided  with  large  buttons  on  the  bottom,  which  when  turned 
cross-wise  mate*  the  apparatus  .'it  more  firmly  on  the  mattress. 

The  long  Splint  for  the  lower  extremities  is  adapted  for  the  use  of  an 
adhesive  plaster  extending  band.  A  strip  of  adhesive  plaster  about  2  inches 
wide,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  limb,  in  the  direction  of  its  axis,  from  near  the  seat 
of  fracture,  down  one  Tie  and  up  the  other,  leaving  a  loop  or  stirrup  under  the 
sole  of  the  foot.  The  whole  is  than  enveloped  with  a  roller  bandage,  applied 
with,  a  moderate  degree  of  firmness.  A  thin  piece  of  board,  about  2  incite' 
square,  is  made  to  adhere  to  the  inside  of  the  loop  or  stirrup,  at  the  sole  of  the 
foot ;  and  around  this,  and  over  the  hook  of  the  splint  a  piece  of  tape  b  parsed, 
by  which  to  make  extension, 

A  pocket  is  made  in  the  belt,  to  receive  the  upper  end  of  the  Splint ;  and 
the  buckles  on  the  outside  of  the  pocket  receive  the  emE  A  the  perineal  straps 
for  cot mte r-e  x  t  e n si  on . 

To  adapt  the  Splint  to  opjwslte  sides,  it  is  only  necessary  to  take  out  the 
hook  and  adjust  it  so  that  the  opening  looks  upward. 


Naval  Laboratory,  Nov-Yorh,  Decendwr,  1V4. 
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and  remained  till  9  o’clock.  Occupied  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  in  journalizing. 

Friday  Dec.  1.  18  54. 

After  clearing  off  my  table,  and  doing  some  other 
trifling  matters,  started  to  the  Navy  Yard.  On  the 
way  stopped  at  Denike  and  Beers  and  bought  a  barrel 
of  Lime  for  ammonia.  Then  to  the  Yard  and  got  my 
pay.  Then  down  to  Strattons  but  did  not  find  him. 
Then  to  Suttons  where  I  paid  our  monthly  Bill.  Then 
crossed  over  to  town  and  first  ordered  200  labels 
printed  for  Child’s  Books.  Then  to  Harpers  to  get  them 
to  correct  an  error  in  their  bill.  Then  to  Putnams,  but 
bought  nothing.  Then  to  *  *  *  *  and  Townsends 
where  I  bought  11$  worth  of  Books  *  *  *  *  Childs 
account.  This  leaves  $1.75  in  my  hands,  which  I  was 
supposed  to  pay  a  painter  for  marking  and  number¬ 
ing  the  backs  of  the  books.  But  on  considering  the 
matter  I  concluded  to  mark  them  myself  during  the 
evenings,  and  keep  the  balance  for  the  trouble.  This 
entirely  finishes  the  expenditure  of  Child’s  money, 
and  when  the  books  shall  have  been  numbered  and 
labeled  and  put  into  the  case  my  executorship  will  be 
at  an  end.  As  a  compensation  to  myself  for  the 
trouble  of  the  work  I  purchased  the  "'annual  of  Scien¬ 
tific  discovery”  for  myself,  with  the  rest  of  the  books, 
and  at  Child’s  expense, — not  to  belong  however  to  me 
but  only  for  my  use.  Brought  my  bundle  of  Books 
home  by  dinner  time. 

After  dinner  came  over  and  slaked  16  lbs  of  Lime 
for  ammonia 

AMMONIAE  LIQUOR 

Slaked  16  lbs  Lime  and  mixed  it  with  water  using 
6/2  gallons  to  bring  it  to  the  proper  consistence;  al¬ 
lowed  to  cool  overnight,  the  apparatus  being  all  ready 
for  it  in  the  morning. 

Then  at  dark  prepared  some  paint  and  brushes,  and 
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went  over  home  to  commence  marking  and  number¬ 
ing  the  Child’s  books  for  the  Library.  Worked  at  these 
till  tea  time  and  for  some  time  after,  when  Dr  Mayo 
came  in,  and  remained  nearly  all  evening.  Then  read 
a  little  till  bed  time. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  clearing  up  after  the  splint 
fittings  and  getting  ready  for  other  Jobs. 

Mr  Derry  still  sick.  James  putting  up  Ether. 

Robert  went  to  town  with  the  splint  fittings  and 
got  me  a  barrel  of  Lime. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  splints. 

Saturday  Dec.  2d  18  54. 

Came  over  pretty  early  and  started  the  process  for 
AMMONIA.  Put  in  10  lbs  of  Muriate  of  ammonia 
in  powder  and  then  full  two  thirds  of  the  milk  of 
Lime  from  the  1 6  lbs,  and  then  stirred  them  up.  Am¬ 
monia  escaped  slightly  from  the  mixture  and  it  be¬ 
came  thinner  and  more  watery  instead  of  thicker 
from  the  admixture  of  the  powder.  The  mixture 
filled  the  retort  to  about  two  thirds.  Put  on  the  cover 
and  applied  a  gas  flame  to  the  bottom  of  the  retort. 
This  did  not  furnish  heat  enough,  so  that  in  an  hour 
abandoned  it  and  substituted  a  fire.  This  was  con¬ 
tinued  very  cautiously  for  an  hour  or  more  until  the 
action  became  at  all  brisk,  and  then  as  soon  as  the 
*  *  *  *  expelled  and  the  gas  began  to  be  absorbed, 
the  liquid  of  the  *  *  *  *  boiled  over,  and  the  fire  had 
to  be  withdrawn.  This  was  repeated  many  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  with  the  greatest  care  and  caution,  but 
with  the  same  result,  notwithstanding  that  successive 
parts  of  the  original  charge  were  taken  out,  and  boiled 
over  till  no  more  than  a  gallon  remained  in  the  8 
gallon  retort.  Therefore  the  boiling  over  was  not  ma¬ 
terially  affected  by  the  quantity  of  the  charge.  This 
is  the  second  or  third  time  I  have  tried  the  wet  process, 
and  am  now  convinced  that  it  is  not  a  good  one, 
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practically  when  the  muriate  is  in  powder.  This  last 
attempt  is  in  accordance  with  the  formula  of  Ure. 

In  this  process  I  probably  lost  the  half,  at  least,  of 
the  muriate  used,  and  have  the  condenser,  tubes,  and 
first  bottle  covered  with  the  lime  mixture.  Shall  leave 
the  lime  mixture,  charged,  as  it  is  with  ammonia,  in 
the  first  or  wash  bottle,  to  the  amount  of  one  or  two 
quarts. 

Clarke  finally  slaked  16  lbs  of  Lime  with  9  pints 
of  water  and  left  it  ready  for  mixture,  for  the  dry 
process  on  Monday. 

Mr  Watson  did  some  little  matters  about  the  En¬ 
gine  and  Lathe  today. 

Mr  Derry  still  sick.  James  putting  up  Ether. 

Robert  clearing  up  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  splints. 

Paid  Mr  Messerole  60$  on  account  of  his  bill  for 
work  in  the  analyt.  Room. 

Before  tea  recommenced  the  marking  and  number¬ 
ing  of  the  Library  Books,  and  continued  at  it  till  after 
7  o’clock,  when  I  dressed  and  went  with  Caroline  and 
Mrs  Bache,  down  to  spend  the  evening  at  Dr  Chases, — 
and  remained  there  till  after  10. 

This  morning  Mrs  Bache  presented  Shang  with  "a 
set  of  furs”  for  which  I  was  not  thankful  but  sorry. 
It  is  disagreeable  that  I  or  mine  should  receive  pres¬ 
ents,  for  it  amounts  to  an  obligation  to  return  them. 
This  I  cannot  afford,  honestly  to  do, — -I  have  told  this 
to  some  of  our  relatives,  and  induced  Caroline  to  tell 
the  others,  but  it  seems  some  of  them  do  not  heed  it. 

Sunday  Dec.  3d,  1854. 

After  breakfast  and  reading  the  paper  came  over 
here  and  wrote  for  an  hour,  Then  went  down  stairs 
and  luted  the  ammonia  apparatus  where  it  leaked,  and 
got  it  ready  to  start  with  tomorrow.  Then  occupied 
the  time  till  dinner  with  other  small  matters  here. 
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After  dinner  took  up  a  volume  of  the  Annual  of 
Scientific  discovery  and  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  day  and  part  of  the  evening  with  it.  A  great  part 
of  the  evening  however  was  occupied  by  Dr  Mayo 
who  came  in  early  and  did  not  leave  till  near  ten.  An 
excessively  bad  rainy  snowy  day. 

Monday  Dec.  4.  1854. 

As  soon  as  I  came  over  Clarke  and  I  mixed  the  Lime 
and  muriate  of  ammonia  together  in  a  tub,  and 
charged  the  retort  with  it,  16  lbs  of  each.  Clarke  had 
passed  both  the  Lime  and  muriate  of  AMMONIA 
through  a  coarse  sieve  and  found  the  lime  a  little 
dusty,  and  indicating  more  water.  Made  a  chip  fire, 
and  kept  it  going  gradually  increasing  till  2  o’clock 
when  Clarke  made  a  coal  fire.  This  latter  burned 
briskly  till  after  3,  when  we  opened  and  discharged 
the  retort,  and  then  drew  the  fire.  Nearly  all  the  am¬ 
monia  of  this  charge  seems  to  have  been  absorbed  by 
the  Lime  mixture  in  the  wash  bottle.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  process  the  gas  escaping  from  the  final  tube 
when  lighted,  burned  first  blue  and  then  very  yellow. 
The  bottom  of  the  retort  was  heated  to  redness,  and 
a  lower  thin  stratum  of  the  residue  was  fused.  The 
empyreumatic  odor  was  perceptible  at  the  final  exit 
tube  throughout  the  process. 

During  the  morning  had  a  visit  from  Dr  Chase  Jr. 
and  at  Dr  Baches  request  wrote  to  McAllister  and 
brother  of  Phila  ordering  the  microscope  that  I  had 
examined  and  selected  there,  and  enclosing  to  them  Dr 
Baches  check  for  57$  to  pay  for  it.  Toward  evening 
cracked  some  nuts  for  Caroline,  and  then  painted  the 
box  in  which  I  keep  papers  &c.  While  at  this  Dr  King 
came  in,  he  and  Mary  having  come  to  take  tea  with¬ 
out  having  known  that  we  had  all  the  Chase  family 
and  visitors. 

Mr  Watson  opened  the  steam  chest  of  the  Engine 
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and  tightened  up  the  cut  off  springs,  and  did  some 
little  jobs  about  the  Engine.  Mr  Derry  taking  account 
of  stock,  and  James  assisting  him.  Robert  went  to 
town  for  the  Norfolk  returned  stores,  and  for  pack¬ 
ing  glass.  And  opened  the  latter  for  cleaning. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  splints. 

Kirk  the  painter  gave  the  second  coat  to  the  analy¬ 
tical  room  and  finished  it  except  touching  up. 

Two  Drs  Chase  and  Miss  Chase,  and  their  friends 
two  Misses  *  *  *  *  and  Mrs  Newell,  with  Dr  King 
and  Mary,  took  tea  and  passed  the  evening  with  us, 
leaving  about  11. 

Tuesday  Dec.  5.  1854. 

Clarke  having  the  Lime  and  muriate  of  ammonia 
separately  ready,  we  first  mixed  them  in  the  half 
Barrell  and  then  charged  the  AMMONIA  retort  and 
started  the  fire  under  it.  When  gas  began  to  bubble 
freely  through  the  water  in  the  last  bottle,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  retort  became  more  than  just  warm,  the  gas 
from  the  small  exit  tube  inflamed  readily,  and 
burned  with  a  steady  jet  flame,  first  blue,  and  then 
very  yellow.  This  was  before  much  ammonia  came 
over,  and  while  the  air  of  the  apparatus  was  being  ex¬ 
pelled.  Kept  up  the  process  with  a  chip  fire  only  till 
about  2  o’clock  when  with  a  smart  fire  the  gas  ceased 
to  come  over.  Then  discharged  the  retort,  most  of  the 
residue  in  a  loose  moist  condition.  That  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  however  was  so  fixed  as  to  require  water  to  be 
put  into  the  retort.  This  soon  boiled,  became  saturated, 
and  was  charged  till  the  retort  was  cleansed.  This  is 
an  easy  way  of  cleansing  it.  None  or  but  little  of  the 
empyreumatic  gas  came  over  at  the  end  of  the  proc¬ 
ess.  The  greater  part  of  this  charge  also  was  absorbed 
in  the  wash  bottle. 

During  the  morning  Clarke  took  the  Blue  Pill  out 
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of  the  mill,  one  of  the  carriers  having  broken.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  finished,  and  ready  for  mixing. 

Mr  Watson  was  occupied  with  some  little  matters, 
but  what  they  were  I  know  not.  In  the  afternoon  I 
got  up  a  drawing  for  him  to  make  patterns  for  a  new 
Condenser. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  taking  account  of  stock. 

Robert  opening  packing  glass  &c. 

After  tea,  and  before,  was  occupied  in  pasting 
Labels  in  the  Childs  books,  and  got  them  quite  fin¬ 
ished. 

Dr  Mayo  sat  part  of  the  evening  with  us. 

Wednesday  Dec.  6th  18  54. 

Clarke  having  the  materials  prepared  as  usual  we 
mixed  them  and  started  the  AMMONIA  process,  and 
continued  it  as  before,  finishing  about  half  past  2. 
Each  charge  occupies  about  4/z  hours.  Concluded 
this  with  a  chip  fire.  The  residue  was  easily  cleaned 
out  as  before,  and  smelled  but  little  of  ammonia. 
Near  the  end  of  the  process  I  drew  off  a  half  gallon 
from  the  wash  bottle,  and  set  it  out  in  the  snow,  in¬ 
tending  to  put  it  into  the  retort  with  the  charge  of 
tomorrow.  Much  of  the  gas  of  today  was  absorbed  in 
the  middle  bottle,  but  some  to  the  third,  while  that 
in  the  wash  bottle  increased  considerably.  The  gas 
from  the  final  tube  would  not  inflame  to  day  neither 
at  the  commencement  or  close  of  the  process,  and  yet 
it  smelled  as  strongly  empyreumatic. 

After  the  charge  was  finished  Clarke  and  I  went 
to  work  and  cleaned  all  the  paint  work  of  the  analyti¬ 
cal  Room  which  occupied  us  till  night.  This  morning 
Dr  Whelan  gave  Dr  Bache  authority  for  me  to  get 
a  writing  table,  chair,  and  carpet  for  my  own  use  in 
the  analytical  Room,  at  a  cost  of  3 1  dollars. 

Mr  Watson  packed  up  some  of  the  steam  valves 
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about  the  house,  and  then  commenced  turning  pat¬ 
terns  for  the  ends  of  the  new  condenser. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  taking  account  of  stock  for 
Dr  Bache.  Robert  went  to  town  and  brought  flaxseed 
and  honey,  and  the  castings  for  splints  that  were  sent 
to  be  lackered.  Also  washing  packing  glass. 

After  tea  read  some  unusually  good  articles  in 
Harpers  Magazine,  till  near  bedtime  when  the  Dr  & 
Mrs  B.  came  in  from  a  visit  to  the  commodores.  At 
dinner  I  was  obliged  to  strike  poor  Shang  for  the  first 
time.  He  insisted  on  pulling  the  table  cover  while  I 
fed  him,  and  would  not  desist  till  I  slapped  his  hand. 
He  is  becoming  very  troublesome  of  late,  and  needs,  I 
fear  much  more  correction  than  he  gets.  I  try  hard 
for  the  necessary  strength  of  purpose  to  correct  him 
properly,  and  in  the  good  spirit. 

Thursday  Dec.  7th  18  54. 

Clarke  occupied  all  morning  in  scraping  and  scrub¬ 
bing  the  floor  of  the  analytical  room,  so  that  the  am¬ 
monia  process  was  deferred.  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  going  over  to  McAllister’s  and  took  Robert  with 
me  to  go  to  Adams  &  Co  after  the  microscope  from 
Phila.  Missed  him  on  the  boat,  and  in  returning  from 
the  slip  in  search  of  him  the  boat  started  and  I  was 
carried  back  again.  When  I  finally  crossed,  had  to 
look  some  time  for  Robert.  Then  went  into  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  bought  a  turkey  to  send  home  by  Robert. 
Then  went  into  Maiden  Lane  and  bought  myself  an 
office  chair  for  $6.00  paying  for  it.  Then  went  to 
Adams  &  Co  and  found  the  box  with  the  microscope 
had  been  sent  over.  Then  went  to  Mr  Fellows  to  en¬ 
quire  for  a  bundle.  Then  up  to  Goebeler  to  get  a  set  of 
cork  cutters  and  a  set  of  capped  test  Bottles  for  the 
analytical  Room.  Thence,  carrying  the  bundle,  went 
along  the  Bowery  and  after  much  search,  got  a  piece 
of  carpet  to  go  under  my  table  and  chair  in  the  analyt- 


541 


ical  Room  and  had  this  bundled  up  and  brought  it 
with  me  by  stage  to  the  ferry.  Crossed  and  left  my 
bundles  in  the  car,  and  went  to  the  Long  Island  bank 
after  my  Book,  then  home  by  the  cars.  When  I  ar¬ 
rived  Clarke  had  the  materials  ready  and  we  charged 
the  retort  and  started  the  AMMONIA  process,  about 
2  o’clock.  By  6,  it  was  finished  as  usual,  and  we  then 
discharged  the  retort,  and  prepared  for  tomorrow. 
In  the  interval  I  came  up  and  moved  all  the  apparatus 
into  the  analytical  Room,  and  also  my  table  &c,  and 
cleaned  off  some  of  the  things. 

Mr  Watson  finished,  or  nearly  finished  the  patterns 
for  the  new  condenser  ends. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  taking  account  of  stock. 

Robert  cleaning  packing  glass,  and  over  in  town 
with  me. 

Sallie  Fellows  dined  with  us,  and  Charley  came  over 
in  the  evening  to  tea,  and  they  passed  the  evening 
with  us,  Mrs  Bache  coming  in  toward  the  end  of  the 
evening. 

Friday  Dec.  8th,  1854. 

Clarke  was  ready  with  his  materials  as  usual,  and 
we  mixed  them  and  started  the  AMMONIA  process, 
which  then  progressed  as  usual,  finishing  about  2.  In 
the  meanwhile  I  layed  down  and  cut  out  my  carpet 
and  got  it  ready  to  make.  Then  had  a  box  made  for, 
and  packed  and  marked  the  microscope  received 
from  McAllister.  Then  made  a  memorandum  and  sent 
Robert  over  to  Adams  &  Co.  with  it.  The  remainder 
of  the  morning  was  occupied  in  getting  my  room  in 
order. 

After  dinner  Clarke  and  I  sat  down  to  make  and 
bind  the  carpet,  I  having  previously  gone  out  and 
bought  the  binding.  Clarke  however  did  the  most 
of  it,  as  he  sews  better  and  much  faster  than  I.  Be¬ 
side  I  was  interrupted  before  dark,  and  had  to  go 
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over  the  building  with  Mrs  Bache  and  Rose's  board¬ 
ing  school,  who  had  come  to  tea  with  Mrs  B. 

Did  not  get  the  carpet  finished. 

Mr  Watson  finished  the  patterns  in  the  morning 
and  took  them  down  to  Bensons  in  the  afternoon  to 
be  cast  from. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  still  at  the  account  of  stock. 

Robert  went  to  town,  and  beside  his  other  er¬ 
rands,  brought  over  my  office  chair. 

After  tea  read  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  in  which  he  mentions  the  Laboratory  for  the 
first  time.  Then  Dr  &  Mrs  B  came  in  for  a  short  time. 
After  they  left  read  again  till  bed  time. 

Saturday  Dec.  9th  18  54. 

Clarke  and  I  were  both  occupied  till  near  noon  in 
finishing  the  making  and  putting  down  of  my  piece 
of  carpet.  We  then  emptied  the  greater  part  of  the 
AMMONIA  washings,  to  the  amount  of  about 
3  gallons,  into  the  retort,  and  started  a  fire  under 
it.  But  we  soon  found  that  it  would  scarcely  bear 
any  fire  at  all,  the  gas  being  driven  over  with  ungov¬ 
ernable  rapidity  by  the  blaze  of  one  piece  of  light 
wood.  From  12  oclock  till  noon  the  gas  was  driven 
rapidly  over  till  about  8  in  the  evening  when  it  sud¬ 
denly  ceased,  and  only  an  occasional  buble  could  be 
had  from  a  brisk  fire.  The  water  in  the  Bottles  be¬ 
came  so  highly  charged  in  the  afternoon,  that  much 
gas  seemed  to  escape.  We  then  drew  out  by  a  syphon, 
some  2  gallons  from  the  last  Bottle  and  put  it  into 
a  carboy  with  4  gallons  of  distilled  water,  and  put  1 
gallon  of  distilled  water  in  its  place  in  the  bottle. 
The  bottles  were  filled  to  within  2/z  or  3  inches  of 
the  shoulder.  When  the  gas  ceased  to  come  over  we 
broke  the  connections  decanted  off  from  the  middle 
bottle  about  11  pints  of  the  saturated  solution  into 
strong  green  bottles  with  well  ground  stoppers,  pre- 
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viously  prepared  and  cooled  to  receive  it.  I  then 
first  perceived  that  the  solution  was  not  quite  clear, 
but  very  slightly  opalescent.  It  is  not  perhaps  suffi¬ 
ciently  so  to  speak  of  however,  but  how  it  came  to  be  at 
all  so  I  do  not  know.  We  then  with  very  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  much  suffering,  put  the  remaining  2  gal¬ 
lons  nearly,  into  the  carboy  with  the  water.  The  car¬ 
boy  and  funnel  should  have  been  previously  cooled 
down  to  the  freezing  point  in  order  to  receive  this 
strong  solution,  for  as  it  was,  the  escaping  gas,  be¬ 
side  asphyxiating  us  several  times  it  was  so  absorbed 
in  my  mouth  as  to  make  it  smart  most  uncomfortably 
for  several  hours  afterward.  We  finally  got  decanted 
by  my  fanning  Clarke  violently  while  he  poured. 
Then  put  a  gallon  of  water  into  the  bottle  again,  re¬ 
placed  it  in  the  series,  remade  the  joints,  and  was 
ready  to  run  off  the  remainder  of  the  washings  on 
Monday  morning. 

There  must  be  much  loss  in  handling  and  decant¬ 
ing  the  solution  when  it  becomes  so  strong.  But  this 
may  be  the  less  wasteful  of  the  two  modes  of  manipu¬ 
lation. 

During  the  afternoon  went  down  to  Strattons  with 
my  Argand  burner  to  have  it  arranged  so  that  a 
chimney  and  shade  could  be  secured  upon  it:  and 
brought  2  chimneys  home  with  me.  Also  bought  a 
couple  of  soap  cups,  for  Dr  B’s  and  my  room. 

Mr  Watson  was  occupied  with  small  matters 
throughout  the  day,  as  packing  up  valves  &c. 

Mr  Derry  James  and  Robert  were  occupied  in  un¬ 
packing  the  boxes  of  returned  stores  recently  received 
from  Norfolk.  Robert  sweeping  out  all  the  rooms  in 
the  afternoon. 

After  8  oclock  went  over  to  Dr  B’s  to  see  Aunt 
Lounds  and  Cecelia  and  while  there  Dr  B.  came  in 
from  his  card  table  and  directed  me  to  go  down  and 
make  a  report  to  Dr  Chase  to  the  effect  that  the 
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Hospital  Porter  John  had  locked  the  stable,  and  ex¬ 
cluded  Robert  from  the  necessary  attention  to  his 
horse.  Soon  after  I  returned  came  home  and  read 
Harpers  Magazine  till  half  past  10,  when  Caroline 
came  home  sick,  and  I  had  to  get  her  a  foot  bath  be¬ 
fore  going  to  bed.  She  has  taken  cold,  and  indulged 
imprudently  eating  improper  things  at  irregular  times. 
In  such  matters  most  people  acquire  prudence  with 
age  and  experience. 

Sunday  Dec.  10.  1854 

After  breakfast  played  with  Shang,  and  then  fin¬ 
ished  a  story  in  Harpers  Magazine.  Then  came  over 
here  and  wrote  and  listened  to  Dr  B.  for  a  couple  of 
hours.  Then  went  down  stairs  and  tried  the  strength 
of  the  *  *  *  *  Ammonia.  Found  the  strong  after  los¬ 
ing  much  gas  in  the  process  of  trying, — from  warm 
glass  &  instruments, — marked 

.863  at  a  temperature  of  43 

The  mixture  in  the  carboy  marked 

.889  at  a  temperature  of  53° 

Both  these  had  been  standing  all  night  in  the  acid 
room  with  the  window  open,  so  that  the  temperature 
at  starting  could  not  have  been  so  different.  The 
lower  temperature  of  the  strong  must  have  arisen 
partly  from  the  escape  of  gas,  in  pouring  &c. 

After  dinner  read  for  an  hour  or  more  in  Ino  Meigs 
work  on  Children,  and  then  dozed  for  an  hour  in  my 
chair.  Then  came  over  here  and  wrote  till  dark. 

Should  have  written  a  letter  to  Sam  White  today, 
but  some  one,  yesterday,  broke  one  nib  off  my  large 
gold  pen,  and  thus  reduced  me  to  the  necessity  of  us¬ 
ing  one  that  does  not  suit  me  at  all.  I  would  not  have 
had  this  accident  happen  for  a  great  deal,  as  I  have 
written  with  that  pen  for  some  three  years  now,  and 
become  accustomed  to  it  and  very  partial  to  it.  Now 
I  must  get  a  new  pen,  and  revise  my  hand  writing. 
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All  afternoon  and  evening  we  were  much  con¬ 
cerned  for  Shang,  as  he  has  a  frequent  though  not 
severe  cough  with  accelerated  and  raucous  breathing, 
as  though  an  attack  of  bronchitis  was  coming  on.  He 
has  an  eye  tooth  coming  through  the  capsule  probably, 
and  is  restless  and  sleeps  badly,  waking  every  few  min¬ 
utes  with  a  cough. 

After  tea  read  in  Meigs  work  on  Children  till  bed 
time,  but  did  not  get  to  sleep  till  midnight. 

Clarke  went  out  on  liberty  this  morning,  and  I 
heard  him  come  in  about  11  o'clock  so  drunk  that 
he  reeled  through  the  Hall. 

Monday  Dec.  11.  18  54. 

Shang  passed  a  bad  restless  night,  and  is  feverish 
with  a  loose  cough.  Occupied  till  near  noon  in  making 
some  syrup  of  Ipecac  for  him.  Then  commenced  giv¬ 
ing  it  to  him  in  15  drop  doses  every  two  hours,  and 
continued  till  8  p.  m.  Toward  evening  he  seemed 
brighter  but  his  breathing  was  very  rapid.  In  the 
evening  gave  him  a  warm  bath  and  an  enema.  He 
however  seems  very  unwell,  and  we  are  very  much 
concerned  for  him.  In  the  afternoon  I  put  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  wash  mixture  into  the  AMMONIA 
still,  and  made  a  fire  under  it.  This  I  continued  till 
after  6  o’clock  before  it  was  finished. 

Put  3  gallons  more  of  distilled  water  into  the  carboy 
of  ammonia  to  reduce  it  still  farther. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr  Stratton  came  up,  and  we 
fixed  his  bill,  and  I  gave  him  one  of  the  stands  to  stop 
a  leak  in  it,  and  gave  him  directions  about  the  other 
little  matters. 

Mr  W atson  forged  a  wrench  for  the  new  condenser, 
and  commenced  turning  it  up. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  taking  account  of  stock. 

Robert  assisting  generally. 

Clarke  in  bed  all  day  from  yesterdays  debauch. 
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Mr  Buckley  finished  the  splints  today. 

In  the  evening  was  occupied  chiefly  with  Shang  till 
after  8,  and  then  read  in  Meigs  work  till  bed  time. 

Tuesday  Dec.  12.  1854. 

In  the  morning  tried  the  Ammonia  in  the  carboy, 
and  found  it  still  too  strong,  but  smelling  very 
strongly  empyreumatic,  so  that  it  could  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  nice  preparation.  Then  read  up  upon  the 
authorities  at  hand  on  the  subject  of  redistilling  it,  and 
finally  determined  upon  this  measure.  Therefore  in 
the  afternoon  took  down  and  cleansed  as  thoroughly 
as  possible  all  the  apparatus,  with  a  view  to  setting  it 
up  tomorrow  by  the  water  bath.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  I  should  have  diluted  the  ammonia, — but  when 
I  did  it  supposed  it  would  be  good  enough  to  serve 
as  it  was.  The  sulphuric  acid  test  did  not  show  any 
signs  of  empyreumatic  matter,  even  in  the  strong 
ammonia.  The  best  test  is  the  odor  left  upon  the  hand 
after  the  ammonia  has  passed  away. 

Some  part  of  the  morning  was  occupied  with  Dr 
Bache,  in  going  over  the  stock  of  preparations  on 
hand,  by  his  new  account,  and  in  making  up  a  requi¬ 
sition  to  cover  outlays  to  the  1st  of  Jany. 

Mr  Watson  was  occupied  with  the  condenser 
wrench,  and  in  easing  the  splint  fittings  after  they 
were  put  on. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  taking  account  of  stock. 

Robert  went  to  town  for  Chlorinated  Lime  and 
alcohol. 

Clarke  came  over,  and  was  knocking  about  all  day, 
but  did  little  and  talks  about  going  on  board  ship. 

Mr  Buckley  commenced  this  morning  upon  my 
writing  table. 

This  morning  I  thought  Shang  did  not  look  so  well, 
having  had  a  very  bad  night.  By  Dr  Bache’s  advice, 
as  he  was  breathing  some  70  times  in  a  minute,  I  in- 


547 


creased  the  dose  of  Syrup  of  Ipecac  to  half  a  teaspoon¬ 
ful  every  two  hours.  The  second  dose  produced  retch¬ 
ing  and  the  third  vomited  him,  so  I  discontinued  it. 
He  then  seemed  much  better  all  day,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  played  on  the  floor  for  some  time.  He  has  now 
very  little  cough,  and  that  very  loose,  but  still  wakes 
directly  crying,  though  aparently  sleepy  at  all  times. 
Has  frequent  twitchings  and  startings  in  sleep.  This 
evening  we  feel  much  relieved  on  his  account,  and  I 
doubt  whether  my  judgment  has  been  clear  in  his 
case,  as  the  whole  trouble  may  well  have  arisen  from 
the  condition  of  the  upper  and  lower  canine  teeth 
being  now  probably  just  breaking  the  capsules  on  the 
right  side.  Those  on  the  left,  (as  has  been  the  rule  with 
all  his  teeth,)  having  been  through  some  time.  Be¬ 
side  he  has  a  catarrh,  though  slight. 

After  tea  put  Childs  Books  all  in  the  case,  and  thus 
conclude  his  executorship,  except  the  necessary  en¬ 
tries  in  the  Hospital  Journal. 

Then  resumed  reading  aloud  to  Caroline  Miss 
Bremers  "Homes  of  the  New  World”,  and  read  till 
early  bed  time. 

Wednesday  Dec.  13.  18  54. 

With  much  thankfullness  found  Shang  much  bet¬ 
ter  this  morning,  though  he  passed  a  very  restless 
night,  waking  wildly,  and  sitting  up  crying  every  few 
minutes.  Throughout  the  day  he  has  continued  to 
rally,  and  in  the  evening  was  quite  bright  and  playful. 
Still  has  some  cough,  but  very  free  and  loose  secretion. 
The  milk  that  he  is  forced  to  take  with  his  food,  smells 
badly,  and  is  really,  I  suppose  rather  deleterious,  but 
the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  teach  him  to  take 
ordinary  food  as  soon  as  possible.  He  has  refused  al¬ 
most  entirely  his  milk  food  today,  but  took  chicken 
and  potatoe  at  dinner  with  avidity. 

After  breakfast  came  over  and  set  Clarke  to  clean 
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the  condenser  &c  for  the  AMMONIA  apparatus,  and 
then  went  to  town  to  market  stopping  at  the  grocers. 
John  Maguire  has  at  last  gone,  and  for  the  day  I  had 
my  own  marketing  to  do.  When  I  came  back  went  to 
work  and  set  up  the  Ammonia  apparatus  at  the  water 
bath,  and  when  it  was  completed  and  charged,  I  put 
in  3  gallons  of  the  diluted  ammonia  and  at  2  o’clock 
turned  on  the  steam  and  started  to  redistill  it.  It  ran  on 
then,  steadily  and  slowly  till  near  8  o’clock,  when  the 
gas  ceased  to  come  over. 

In  the  mean  time  I  was  occupied  writing,  and  ar¬ 
ranging  the  lamp  stands  sent  over  by  Mr  Stratton. 
While  at  this  Dr.  King  came  in,  and  sat  with  me  for 
some  time,  and  afterward  Dr  Chase. 

Mr  Watson  did  very  little  that  I  know  of  today,  ex¬ 
cept  perhaps  the  finishing  the  splints  in  the  morning. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  taking  account  of  stock. 

Robert  grinding  corn  for  chickens,  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  my  writing  table. 

James  Kirk  varnishing  the  splints. 

After  tea  continued  reading  aloud  to  Caroline  in 
continuance  of  Miss  Bremers  "Homes  of  the  New 
World. 

Thursday  Dec.  14.  18  34. 

As  soon  as  I  came  over  I  discharged  the  retort  and 
again  charged  it  with  the  weaker  AMMONIA  and 
started  it  at  a  quarter  before  10.  It  then  ran  on  with¬ 
out  intermission  till  6  p.  m.  when  the  gas  ceased  to 
come  over.  The  boiling  today  was  rendered  much 
more  regular  by  my  having  thrown  some  platinum 
strips  into  the  retort.  These  produced  when  thrown 
in  the  same  violent  action  that  was  observed  in  the 
case  of  the  Ether  rectification.  After  the  violent  ac¬ 
tion  had  subsided,  other  similar  strips  did  not  produce 
the  same  effect. 

At  intervals  during  the  day  Clarke  and  I  first 
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measured  off  the  barrel  of  Alcohol  received  a  day  or 
two  since,  (42  galls.)  and  put  it  into  Carboys  I  then 
tried  it  and  found  the  s.  g.  at  60°. — both  by  the  new 
hydrometer  and  bottle,  to  be  about  .822.  Thus  it  con¬ 
tains  90  per  cent  of  alcohol  and  is  not  quite  so  strong 
as  the  last,  from  the  same  sourse.  This  like  the  last  is 
ATWOODS  PATENT  ALCOHOL. 

In  adding  to  it  strong  S.Os  it  produced  a  purplish 
tinge,  but  the  *  *  *  *  thrown  down  from  the  acid 
prevented  me  from  judging  how  deeply  it  was  tinged. 
On  adding  less  of  the  test,  the  tinge  was  more  per¬ 
ceptible.  Have  never  tried  this  test  with  any  other  al¬ 
cohol  than  Attwoods.  Costs  91  cents 

OPII  TINCTURA 

Opii  Pulvis  (part  gruffs)  o  xl.=  2  lb.  12  oz.  Av. 

Alcohol  C  ij. 

AquaDest:  C  ij. 

Then  got  out  these  materials,  and  having  put  them 
together  and  shaken  them  well,  put  them  upon  the 
top  shelf  up  stairs  in  the  storeroom. 

Then  opened  the  keg  of  honey  that  came  over  some 
days  since  and  after  Mr  Derry  had  taken  out  Dr 
Bache’s  portion,  I  took  out  2  lbs  and  having  melted  it 
and  removed  the  scum  used  it  in  the  following  formula 
for  paregoric. 

OPII  TINCT:  CAMPHOR  AT  A. 

Opii  Pulv: 

Acid:  Benzoic:  aa  5  ij 

Ol:  Anisi  f5  ij 

Mel  Desp:  5  xxxij.  2  lb.  3  oz. 

Camphorae  5  j.  3  ijO^ij. 

Alcohol  C  ij 

Aquae  Dest:  C  ij. 

Mixed  these  materials,  and  after  shaking  them  well, 
tied  the  demijohn  over  and  put  it  up  stairs  on  the 
shelf,  to  macerate. 

Mr  Watson  went  to  Bensons  for  the  condenser  and 
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brought  it  home  about  2  o’clock,  but  did  nothing  that 
I  know  of  after,  except  that  he  and  I  talked  over  and 
arranged  a  plan  of  his  for  the  weighting  of  the  rollers 
of  the  mercurial  mill  by  spiral  springs. 

Mr  Derry  continued  at  the  account  of  stock. 

James  put  up  the  ether  and  put  it  away,  that  is 
finished  it. 

Robert  hauled  away  ashes  and  dirt  from  the  back 
door,  and  wheeled  in  the  chips. 

Mr  Buckley  worked  only  %  of  a  day  I  believe  at 
the  writing  table. 

After  tea  continued  my  reading  aloud  to  Caroline 
from  Miss  Bremer’s  "Homes”  till  bed  time  except 
for  a  few  minutes  that  Mr  John  Ward  came  in. 

Shang  seemed  better  all  day,  and  was  quite  bright 
and  playful  but  gave  me  some  uneasiness  during  the 
whole  evening  and  night  by  a  hoarseness  that  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  being  heard  when  he  attempted  to 
cry.  His  cough  becomes  more  paroxysmal  and  some¬ 
times  distressing,  stopping  his  breath.  He  looks  pale, 
and  does  not  take  his  food  well. 

Received  a  letter  today  from  Sam  White  telling  me 
that  his  brother  is  in  town,  and  asking  me  to  look  him 
up,  and  call  on  him. 

Friday  Dec.  15.  18  54. 

First  thing  done  was  to  discharge  the  AMMONIA 
in  the  retort,  and  recharge  it.  Then  turned  on  the 
steam  and  started  it  fairly.  Upon  trying  the  cooled 
residue  taken  from  the  retort  each  morning  found  the 
s.  g.  to  be  about  1.  and  that  therefore  it  could  contain 
very  little  ammonia.  So  I  determined  to  throw  it  away, 
and  did  so. 

Then  went  with  Dr  Bache  to  his  office  where  he 
gave  me  a  check  for  what  the  Laboratory  owed  me, 
and  also  two  other  checks,  one  for  Coope  &  Stratton, 
and  another  for  Messerole  and  Coggins,  to  pay  all  the 
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expenses  of  the  analytical  room.  When  this  was  done 
I  prepared  myself  and  went  over  to  town  stopping 
by  the  way,  to  leave  Coope  &  Strattons  check  with 
Mr  Stratton.  Found  there  that  Dr  B.  had  made  a  mis¬ 
take  in  the  amount  of  one  of  their  bills  for  the  air 
chamber  of  the  Engine,  and  that  the  check  would  not 
settle  their  claim. 

Then  went  to  the  Market  Bank  and  drew  my  check. 
Then  to  Lieses  where  I  bought  two  thermometers  for 
my  room.  Then  to  Quettiers,  but  he  was  not  in.  Then 
to  Bentons,  or  now  Smith  &  Coyle’s  Gold  pen  shop, 
and  there  exchanged  my  broken  pen  for  a  good  one, 
which  by  altering  and  trying  repeatedly,  I  finally  got 
to  suit  me  nearly  as  well  as  the  old  one.  For  this  I 
paid  $2.25.  Thence  to  Quettiers  again  and  paid  him 
for  the  large  wolfs  bottles.  Bought  there  also,  for  the 
analytical  room  a  small  glass  spirit  Lamp,  and  funnel 
stand.  Then  went  to  Goebeler’s  and  bought  an  alka- 
limeter  and  four  capped  test  bottles  to  complete  my 
set.  With  these  I  rode  down  to  Gold  Street  and  there 
after  some  search  bought  a  gas  pliers,  and  a  pair  of 
small  pipe  tongs,  and  some  wire  gauze  for  the  gas 
chimneys.  Then  with  my  bundles  I  crossed  and  came 
home  to  dinner  at  4  o’clock  or  later. 

During  the  day  I  had  called  at  the  Irving  House  to 
enquire  for  Sam  Whites  brother  but  could  not  find 
him. 

After  dinner  came  over  and  occupied  the  remainder 
of  the  day  in  putting  away  my  things,  and  in  the  am¬ 
monia  process,  which  was  not  finished  till  near  7 
o’clock. 

Mr  Watson  was  occupied  all  day  in  roughing  up 
one  end  of  the  new  condenser  case. 

Mr  Derry  taking  account  of  stock,  and  James  put¬ 
ting  up  Ink.  Robert  busy  about  here,  and  over  at  the 
house. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  writing  table. 
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After  tea  Caroline  passed  the  evening  with  Mrs 
Bache,  and  I  sat  at  home  reading  the  papers  &c. 

Shang  is  better  but  still  has  some  hoarseness,  and 
neither  eats  nor  sleeps  well. 

Saturday  Dec.  16.  18  54. 

After  coming  over  and  starting  the  ammonia  proc¬ 
ess  as  usual,  was  first  detained  by  Dr  Bache,  and  then 
by  Caroline  to  mend  Shangs  chair.  Then  changed 
clothing  and  went  over  to  town.  First  took  my  pen, 
which  got  spoiled  in  my  pocket  yesterday  in  coming 
home,  to  the  man  again  and  had  it  repaired.  Then  went 
into  Broadway  and  stopped  at  all  the  hotels  up  as  far 
as  the  New  York,  to  enquire  for  Mr  T.  W.  White, 
but  without  success.  Then  rode  down  to  gold  St.  and 
went  to  Kent  to  buy  adapters,  and  to  Collins  Browne 
&  Co  to  buy  a  pen  rack.  Then  crossed  over  and  went 
to  Strattons,  where  I  got  my  argand  shade  and  frame, 
and  ordered  another  for  the  parlour,  for  a  reading 
light.  Then  came  home  to  dinner.  After  dinner  made 
several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  prepare  a  glass  tube 
for  a  small  condenser  for  my  room,  but  all  without 
success.  During  the  afternoon  Dr  King’s  son  came  up 
on  an  errand  and  I  took  him  through  the  house.  About 
half  past  5  started  down  to  Dr  Kings  and  took  tea  and 
passed  the  evening  there  with  Charley  &  Sallie,  Caro¬ 
line  having  gone  down  after  dinner.  After  tea  went 
out  and  bought  sausage  to  bring  home.  We  reached 
home  about  half  past  10. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  all  day  with  the  condenser 
case. 

Mr  Derry  taking  stock  and  writing  labels,  and 
James  putting  up  Ink. 

Robert  getting  the  horse  shod  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  table. 
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Sunday  Dec.  17,  18  54. 

After  breakfast  came  over  and  wrote  directions  to 
*  *  *  *  of  the  lid  of  the  splint  boxes,  and  took  a  copy 
of  it  to  print  from  in  case  Dr  Whelan  should  author¬ 
ize  their  being  printed.  Then  pasted  a  written  one  in, 
and  when  it  was  dry  sized  it  over  with  paste  ready  for 
varnishing.  Then  drew  off  two  gallons  of  the  AM¬ 
MONIA  from  the  last  bottle  and  replaced  it  by  1 54 
gallons  of  distilled  water.  Then  Dr  Bache  came  in 
and  talked  for  an  hour  or  more  till  dinner  time.  After 
dinner  came  over  again  and  commenced  a  letter  to 
Sam  White.  Dr  Mayo  however  came  in  soon  after  I 
had  began  and  remained  an  hour,  or  more  talking 
about  the  parties  that  are  fast  strengthening  with 
growth,  between  the  two  surgeons  families.  After  he 
left  I  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  afternoon  with 
my  letter  having  written  a  sheet  and  a  half,  chiefly  on 
the  subject  of  his  desire  that  I  should  resign  my  com¬ 
mission  and  come  to  go  into  business  with  him  in 
Milledgeville.  When  my  letter  was  finished  wrote  up 
yesterdays  notes,  and  a  part  of  those  of  the  day  before. 

While  engaged  at  this  was  called  off  by  Mrs  Bache 
to  go  and  let  the  children  out  of  the  nursery.  They  had 
locked  themselves  in,  and  then  broken  the  key,  and  she 
imagined  they  were  all  on  fire,  as  she  said  their  favour¬ 
ite  amusement  of  evenings  was  lighting  paper  from 
the  gas  lights!!  I  turned  the  key  with  the  gas  pliers, 
and  let  them  out,  all  crying,  and  the  mother  storming 
at  the  servant  for  having  left  them  to  go  to  tea. 

After  tea  I  read  three  back  numbers  of  the  Scientific 
American  till  9  o’clock  when  Dr  Mayo  came  in  and 
sat  till  bed  time. 

Shang  seems  now  to  be  pretty  well  again,  but  is 
still  a  little  hoarse,  and  does  not  eat  well.  The  milk  he 
gets,  and  it  is  the  only  milk  we  can  get  for  him,  is  by 
no  means  good,  and  his  food  made  from  it  smells  so 
badly  that  I  could  not  eat  it.  He  has  lost  much  by  this 
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turn  of  illness,  and  looks  pale,  nor  does  he  make  so 
good  attempts  at  walking. 

Monday  Dec.  18.  18  54. 

Clarke  discharged  and  recharged  the  AMMONIA 
retort  much  earlier  than  usual,  and  had  it  under  way 
when  I  came  over,  and  for  some  time  before.  When 
I  had  attended  to  some  little  matters,  went  out  into 
the  neighbourhood  and  bought  marketing  for  din¬ 
ner.  Also  went  to  the  tinman  and  got  a  piece  of  tin 
tube  to  make  a  condenser  for  the  analytical  Room, 
as  I  am  now  occupying  all  my  leisure  time  in  getting 
together  an  apparatus  for  redistilling  some  sulphuric 
acid  for  test  purposes.  When  I  returned  from  this  er¬ 
rand,  prepared  a  tube  for  the  Liebig  and  was  at  this 
when  Dr  Bache  called  me  off  to  look  over  a  requisi¬ 
tion  he  had  received  for  articles  to  be  sent  to  the  East 
India  Squadron.  Was  then  occupied  with  him  till  1 
o'clock,  when  he  left  in  the  wagon  to  go  to  Phila  and 
to  Princeton  on  a  leave  of  absence  of  some  days.  Thinks 
he  will  be  back  on  thursday.  When  he  had  gone  I  came 
back  and  set  the  boys  at  work  to  set  the  requisition 
back  on  the  shelves  that  he  Dr  Bache  had  made  them 
set  out  a  month  ago.  This  is  now  necessary,  to  get  room 
to  put  up  the  E.  India  requisition  now  received.  Then 
went  down  stairs,  and  tried  the  carboy  of  ALCOHOL 
diluted  to  standard  some  days  since.  Found  it  still  too 
strong,  so  added  another  quart  of  distilled  water,  and 
then  reduced  another  carboy,  both  of  which  have  to 
be  put  up  for  this  requisition.  After  dinner  resumed 
the  making  of  the  condenser  and  having  finished  it  I 
varnished  it  and  put  it  in  the  steam  kettle  to  dry. 
Then  drew  off  2  galls  of  AMMONIA  again  from  the 
last  bottle  and  replaced  it  with  1  /z  gallons  of  water. 

Then  wrote  up  yesterdays  notes,  and  a  portion  of 
those  of  today.  This  with  a  little  reading  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  s.Os  concluded  the  day. 
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Mr  Watson  occupied  all  day  with  the  condenser 
case. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  clearing  the  tables  and  putting 
up  Ink  and  alcohol. 

Robert  did — I  know  not  what  except,  that  he 
took  Dr  Bache  over  to  the  Steamboat  John  Potter  for 
Phila.  and  was  to  call  for  some  things  from  Phila  Navy 
Yard, — for  ale,  paper  &c.  as  he  came  back. 

Mr  Buckley  has  done  no  work  to  day.  He  came  here 
toward  noon  and  brought  a  mahogany  board,  and 
locks  &  knobs  for  my  table,  but  did  nothing. 

Kirk  the  painter  stencilled  and  varnished  splints  all 
day. 

After  tea  in  playing  with  Shang  saw  him  creep 
half  across  the  nursery,  for  the  first  time.  He  improves 
now  daily. 

Read  to  Caroline  in  continuation  of  Miss  Bremers 
"Homes”  till  bed  time. 

Tuesday  Dec.  19.  18  54. 

First  thing  in  the  morning  Clarke  discharged  the 
AMMONIA  retort  and  charged  it  again  with  the 
washings  drawn  off  last  evening  from  the  first  bottle. 
It  started  to  come  over  without  other  heat  than  the 
warmth  of  the  room,  and  continued  to  run  on  all  day 
without  the  water  getting  to  a  higher  temperature 
than  100°.  In  the  evening  drew  off  2  gallons  more 
from  the  last  bottle  into  the  carboy,  and  put  1  /z  gal¬ 
lons  of  water  into  it.  Also  drew  off  another  half  gal¬ 
lon  from  the  wash  bottle,  and  put  it  out  doors  to  be 
put  into  the  retort  with  the  unfinished  contents  of  to¬ 
day. 

As  soon  as  all  was  fairly  under  way  I  went  down  to 
Dr  King  to^et  our  butter,  and  then  to  market  and  to 
the  grocers,  getting  home  by  a  little  past  11.  Had  also 
to  buy  a  cloth  for  a  cover  for  my  writing  table.  On 
coming  home  found  Mrs  Bache  had  left  two  ("pri- 
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vate”)  business  letters  of  the  Laboratory  which  she 
had  received  and  opened,  and  left  for  me  with  a  note 
saying  what  had  better  be  done  with  them.  I  brought 
the  letters  over,  and  replied  to  them  in  a  private  letter 
to  Dr  Whelan. 

Then  assisted  Mr  Buckley  in  putting  the  cover  on 
my  table. 

Then  got  the  Flaxseed  down  stairs  into  the  kettle 
preparatory  to  grinding  it  tomorrow.  Then  superin¬ 
tended  and  assisted  up  stairs,  with  the  E.  India  requisi¬ 
tion,  till  dark. 

Then  put  two  pans  of  water  out  doors,  to  try  an 
experiment  in  making  ice  cakes  to  store  away  for 
summer  use. 

This  morning  a  person  named  James,  called  with  a 
Bill  for  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy  since  1849. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  all  day  upon  the  condenser 
case. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  the  E.  India 
requisition 

Robert  went  to  town  for  ale  and  a  Box  from  Phila. 
But  the  latter  had  not  arrived.  Before  and  after,  he 
was  carrying  down  and  packing  the  preserved  meats 
for  the  E.  I.  requisition. 

Mr  Buckley  worked  part  of  the  day  at  my  table, 
and  part  at  making  boxes  for  the  E.  I.  requisition. 

Kirk  finished  the  second  coat  of  varnish  on  the 
splints  early  this  morning. 

About  6  oclock  went  over  to  Aunt  Lound’s  where 
Caroline  and  Mrs  Bache  had  spent  the  day.  (Mrs 
Courier  had  a  "Bee”.)  Passed  the  evening  there, 
chiefly  in  listening  to  Jenny’s  singing  and  reached 
home  by  half  past  1 1  oclock,  very  cold. 

Wednesday  Dec.  20.  1854. 

Clarke  put  the  washings  into  the  Ammonia  retort 
and  started  it  early.  It  then  ran  on  all  day,  and  by 
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evening  was  quite  finished.  This  finishes  the  distilla¬ 
tion  leaving  perhaps  3  qts  of  washings  over  for  the 
next  process.  We  then  commenced  grinding 

FLAXSEED. 

having  had  the  seed  in  the  kettle  overnight.  This  we 
continued  all  day,  and  by  night  had  150  lbs  or  more 
of  fine  meal  up  stairs  ready  for  putting  up. 

The  intervals  of  the  day  were  busily  occupied  in 
superintending  and  hurrying  up  the  boys,  and  in  get¬ 
ting  boxes  made  for  them  in  putting  up  the  E.  India 
requisition.  Am  the  more  in  a  hurry  with  this  now  as 
Mrs  Bache  got  a  letter  from  Washington  this  morn¬ 
ing,  and  came  over  and  read  to  me  from  it  that  the 
Brigs  Perry  and  Dolphin  were  also  to  be  fitted  out  at 
once  for  the  Coast  of  Africa,  with  the  Jamestown. 

Mr  Watson  still  occupied  with  the  condenser  case, 
but  has  a  good  deal  of  firing  to  do  while  so  much  steam 
is  being  used. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  and  packing  the 
E.  I.  requisition. 

Robert  packing  preserved  meats,  marking  boxes  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  boxes  all  day.  Or¬ 
dered  700  feet  of  box  boards  today. 

Kirk  came  and  varnished  my  table  first  coat. 

After  tea  looked  over  the  paper,  and  then  read  to 
Caroline  till  early  bed  time.  Suffering  all  day  from 
an  increasingly  stiff  and  painful  neck,  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  from  head  ache  in  addition. 

Thursday  Dec.  21.  18  54. 

Superintending  generally  till  the  mail  came,  and  by 
it  received  an  official  letter  from  Dr  Whelan  regard¬ 
ing  the  stores  for  the  E.  Indies.  Then  went  over  to 
town  to  Tucker  Cooper  &  Co  agents  for  the  Barque 
"Storm”,  and  found  she  would  not  sail  certainly  be¬ 
fore  thursday  next.  On  my  way  back,  stopped  at  Sut- 
tons,  the  grocer,  to  get  some  Lard  for  cerates  &c,  but 
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he  had  none  that  I  liked.  He  would  however  try  to  get 
some. 

Then  went  to  market  and  got  some  chops  and  fish 
and  brought  them  home. 

Then  wrote  a  private  letter  to  Dr  Whelan  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  sailing  of  the  "Storm”. 

Then  decanted  the  Ammonia  from  the  wolfs 
Bottles,  and  put  up  154  gallons  of  the  strong,  marking 
.887  at  43°.  Then  diluted  the  remainder  till  the  car¬ 
boy  was  entirely  full  and  put  it  aside  that  the  oily 
matters  might  come  to  the  surface. 

Then  took  down  the  apparatus,  and  filled  the  whole 
with  water  to  stand  and  soak. 

The  intervals  of  the  day  were  fully  occupied  in 
general  superintendance  of  work. 

Some  time  after  dinner  was  much  surprised  to  see 
Dr.  Bache  come  in,  he  having  come  home  this  after¬ 
noon  from  Phila,  without  having  gone  to  Princeton 
at  all.  Says  he  was  fearfull  that  he  should  be  snowed 
up,  and  therefore  came  directly  home.  While  he  sat 
talking  here  Mr  Walke  came  in  to  get  some  medicine 
for  his  wife,  and  they  together  occupied  an  hour  or 
more  of  my  time.  When  they  left  Dr  King  and  Mary 
came  in,  and  having  sat  some  time  went  over  to  the 
house  and  remained  till  after  dark.  They  had  intended 
to  have  spent  the  evening  here,  but  Caroline  being 
engaged  at  Mrs  Bache ’s  "Bee”  they  left  and  went  home. 

Mr  Watson  put  leathers  on  the  feeding  spout  of  the 
mill  this  morning,  and  was  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  day  making  the  condenser  case.  In  the  evening  he 
broke  the  large  glass  tube  for  the  condenser,  or  rather 
it  broke  of  its  own  accord  while  standing  in  the  En¬ 
gine  Room. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  and  packing  the 
East  India  stores. 

Robert  marking  the  E.  India  Boxes  all  day. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  boxes  all  day. 
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Dined  alone,  Caroline  dining  at  Mrs  Bache’s. — In 
the  evening  went  to  Mrs  Baches  to  tea,  and  passed  the 
evening  there,  with  their  company,  getting  to  bed 
about  1 1. 

Received  by  Express  this  afternoon,  (for  which  I 
paid  1$)  a  package  from  uncle  J.  H.  Squibb,  contain¬ 
ing  a  Deed  and  a  Power  of  Attorney  to  be  executed 
by  Caroline  &  I.  He  had  sold  grandmother  Squibbs 
property  in  Shipley  St,  to  Ino  &  Sam1  McClary  for 
910$,  and  the  deed  had  to  be  signed  by  all  the  heirs. 

Friday  Dec.  22d.  18  54. 

After  superintending  generally  for  an  hour  or  more 
after  breakfast,  went  over,  and  with  Caroline  started 
to  execute  the  Deed  and  Power  of  Attorney  received 
yesterday  from  Uncle  J.  H.  S.  We  went  to  Mr  Chas. 
H.  Thompson  No  9  Court  St.  and  there  had  our  busi¬ 
ness  transacted,  at  a  cost  to  me  of  4$. 

I  wrote  a  note,  and  then  enclosed  the  whole  to  uncle 
J.  H.  S.  Caroline  then  left,  and  went  to  Dr  Kings, 
while  I  crossed  over  at  Wall  St  Ferry,  and  calling  by 
the  way,  to  see  Mr  Flash,  went  to  Adams  &  Cos  and 
there  forwarded  the  package  to  uncle  J.  H.  S.  by  their 
Express.  Took  a  receipt  for  it,  and  enclosed  this  in 
an  envelope  to  his  adress,  and  put  it  in  the  post  office. 
Then  started  to  Quettier’s,  but  on  going  down  Court 
Street,  met  Mr  and  Mrs  Higgins,  and  walked  back 
with  them  to  Broadway  to  talk.  Then  went  to  Quet- 
tiers  and  bought  another  large  glass  tube  for  my  new 
condenser,  to  replace  the  one  which  broke  in  Wat¬ 
sons  hands.  With  this  I  came  directly  home  to  dinner, 
and  found  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  uncle  J.  H.  S. 
asking  that  the  Deed  be  sent  to  him  immediately. 

After  dinner  came  over  and  assisted  Clarke  with 
the  Flaxseed  grinding  until  it  was  done,  by  half  past  4. 

In  grinding  FLAXSEED  the  seed  after  being  well 
heated  should  become  quite  cold,  over  night,  and 
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then  the  mill  should  be  kept  well  oiled.  With  these 
precautions  and  plates  with  the  flat  cut  (  M  )  the 
lower  fine  and  the  upper  coarse,  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  grinding  200  lbs  a  day,  putting  it  all  through  the 
mill  4  times,  and  giving  the  full  weight  on  the  lever. 
The  quantity  ground  now  we  estimate  at  600  lbs. 
The  seed  is  clean  but  small  and  not  full,  and  the  meal 
is  dark  color. 

When  we  had  finished  the  flaxseed,  we  examined, 
diluted  and  measured  the  AMMONIA  of  the  late 
process,  the  formula  of  which  stands  thus,  in  Re¬ 
sume. 

Ammoniae  Murias  90  lbs  at  12J/2C  11.25 


Lime  1  barrel  1.25 

Fuel  2. — 

Distilled  water  .60 

Corks  9  .27 

Glass  tubes  1  lb  .37 


15.74 

The  entire  yield  was  18  gallons  s.  g.  .956  at  60°. 
at  a  cost  of  about  1 1  cents  per  lb. 

About  1 1  pints  of  this  is  reserved  strong,  at  the 
point  *  *  *  *  at  ordinary  temperatures.  S.  g.  .887  at 
43  ° .  This  is  put  in  bottles  and  tied  over  with  bladder 
to  be  kept  in  the  *  *  *  *  A  five  gallon  demijohn  is 
filled  and  tied  over,  and  set  *  *  *  *  in  the  same  place. 
The  remainder  is  in  a  carboy  ready  to  put  up  when¬ 
ever  there  shall  be  time. 

The  quality  of  this  product  is  not  perfect,  as  there 
is  still  a  strong  smell  of  empyreuma  about,  or  rather 
after  it. 

This  finishes  entirely  the  ammonia  process. 

Then  although  it  was  some  time  after  dark,  went 
in  and  assisted  Mr  Watson  with  the  condenser  case, 
running  the  *  *  *  *  tubes  for  it  full  of  lead  and  then 
bending  them. 
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Mr  Watson  was  occupied  with  the  condenser  all 
day. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  getting  up  the  E.  I.  requisi¬ 
tion. 

Robert  marking  the  boxes  all  day. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  boxes. 

Kirk  gave  the  3d  and  last  coat  of  varnish  to  the 
splints,  and  the  second  coat  to  my  table. 

On  going  over  home  found  *  Mr  and  Mrs  Letson 
there.  They  came  to  bring  Freddy  over  to  remain 
with  us  a  day  or  two  while  her  Chrismas  house  was 
being  prepared.  After  tea  Charley  Fellows  and  Mrs 
Bache  came,  and  the  latter  remained  till  half  past  10. 

Saturday  Dec.  23d,  18  54. 

When  I  came  over  in  the  morning  was  occupied 
two  hours  or  more  with  Dr  Bache  in  getting  out 
prices  of  preparation  for  his  price  book,  many  hav¬ 
ing  to  be  modified  by  the  increase  in  the  price  of  al¬ 
cohol.  Fie  told  me  that  Dr  Satterlee  and  the  assist¬ 
ant  to  the  surgeon  General  of  the  army  had  been 
here  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  supplies  to  the  army 
from  the  Laboratory.  Fie  also  mentioned  as  a  piece  of 
news  that  Dr  Satterlee  had  told  him  that  I  had  been, 
or  was  to  be  relieved  here,  and  Dr  Williams  to  be 
ordered  in  my  stead.  The  wish  may  not  have  stood 
"father  to  the  thought”,  but  I  have  little  doubt  that 
it  very  willingly  became  godfather  to  the  piece  of 
news. 

Then  superintended  the  work  going  on  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  rooms  and  assisted  Mr  Watson  for  a  short  time 
with  the  condenser.  Then  took  the  two  basins  of  resi¬ 
due  of  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM,  and  drained  off 
the  red  mother  water  from  the  crystals.  Found  these 
last  only  slightly  pink  on  top,  but  the  lower  layer  was 
quite  greenish.  Upon  heating  the  red  mother  liquor 

*Mr.  and  Mrs.  Letson,  cousins  of  Caroline  Squibb.  Mr.  Letson  was  a  salesman  in  A.  T. 
Stewart’s  store. 
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over  the  gas  flame,  the  redness  gradually  disappeared, 
and  the  solution  was  of  a  greenish  tinge.  The  solution 
became  red  several  weeks  ago  upon  being  covered  up 
in  the  small  steam  kettle,  where  it  was  to  be  allowed 
slowly  to  crystalize.  The  crystals  from  it  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  dense  heavy  and  transparent  but  not  large, 
although  they  have  been  slowly  forming  for  four 
weeks.  When  the  solution  was  no  longer  red,  I  added 
water  and  then  redissolved  all  the  crystals  in  the  basin. 
Then  strained  through  the  old  double  strainer  (washed 
clean)  and  then  set  the  basin  in  the  small  crystalizing 
box,  when  concentrated  to  a  pelicle. 

Three  days  ago  directed  Clarke  to  put  together  the 
materials  for 

ZINGIBERIS  TINCTURA 
Zingib:  (in  coarse  powder  lbs  vj.=  4  lbs  15  oz 
Alcohol  Cj.  Oij. 

Yield  1  gallon  of  Tincture 
and  four  pints  of  weak  tincture  for  next  process. 

The  first  half  gallon  had  now  dropped  through  the 
percolator,  and  was  decanted  into  the  Demijohn.  The 
bottle  on  top  of  the  percolator  was  replenished  with 
6  pints  of  alcohol,  and  the  process  left  to  go  on  slowly. 

Then  cut  the  thick  rim  off  one  of  the  carved  adapt¬ 
ers,  and  ground  it  down  to  fit  over  the  lower  end  of 
the  old  large  tin  condenser  tube.  Then  got  down  the 
Ether  retort,  and  joined  it  up  to  the  condenser,  and 
made  the  joints  preparatory  to  making 
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Potassae  Nitras  in  coarse  powder 

Ibs  v.  — 

4  /4  lbs  .46 

Alcohol 

C  iij. 

91c2.73 

Acid.  Sulphur:  s.  g.  1.848 

Ibs  iij  5ix.= 

=3  Zg  lbs  .11 

Alcohol 

Oj.  if  iv. 

.14 

Potassae  Carb: 

5  ij  5  iv. 

.03 

Fuel 

.50 

Yield  2%  gallons. 

3.97 

or  16  lbs  put  up  in  full  bottles. 
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Put  the  alcohol  and  nitrate  of  Potassae  into  the 
retort  *  *  *  *  water  Bath  ready  to  have  the  acid 
added. 

This  occupied  me  till  nearly  half  past  5,  after  dark. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  all  day  with  the  condenser 
case. 

Mr  Derry,  James  and  Robert  all  at  work  at  the  E.  I. 
requisition,  and  have  it  nearly  finished.  The  latter 
was  to  have  gone  to  town  but  Dr  B.  went  without 
telling  him  where  to  go,  or  what  for. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  boxes  all  day. 

Kirk  gave  my  table  the  last  coat,  and  then  having 
received  the  bill  I  paid  him  for  it,  1.50.  He  also  gave 
me  his  Estimate  for  painting  the  whole  house.  New 
work  2  coats,  old,  1  coat,  out  and  in,  including  roof, 
675.  dollars  I  think. 

This  morning  I  received  a  private  letter  from  Dr 
Whelan  in  reply  to  my  last  in  regard  to  the  sailing 
of  the  "Storm”.  The  style  and  tone  of  this  letter  I  do 
not  at  all  like.  It  is  altogether  too  polite  and  too  kind. 
Such  extreme  kindness  is  not  at  all  indicative  of  good, 
but  rather  of  Jesuitical  diplomacy. 

About  half  past  5  went  over  and  having  changed 
my  clothes,  took  a  market  basket  and  a  mince  pie 
from  Phila,  and  went  down  to  Dr  Kings.  In  trying  to 
catch  a  myrtle  avenue  Car,  I  fell  in  running  and  tore 
my  old  black  wedding  pantaloons  entirely  across  the 
left  knee. 

Caroline  had  started  directly  after  dinner  and  gone 
up  to  see  Mrs  Flash,  and  relieve  herself  from  an  en¬ 
gagement  to  dine  there  on  Christmas,  and  me  from 
an  engagement  to  spend  this  evening  with  them.  So 
we  met  at  Dr  Kings  afterward,  and  when  he  came  in 
he  made  her,  Caroline,  a  present  of  a  very  pretty 
little  gold,  blue  enameled  ladies  watch.  It  has  a  gold 
sprig  of  flowers  on  each  side,  set  with  diamond  sparks. 
It  is  a  very  pretty  little  watch  indeed,  and  exhibits  a 
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kindly  feeling  upon  Dr  Kings  part,  yet  it  makes  me 
very  uncomfortable,  for  it  is  altogether  out  of  my 
power  to  reciprocate  any  such  presents,  and  there¬ 
fore  leaves  me  resting  under  disagreeable  obligations. 
Beside  this  Mary  yesterday  gave  Caroline  two  silver 
butter  Knives, — and  the  doctor  this  evening  gave  me 
a  map  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  He  had  bought  some 
poultry  yesterday,  and  got  two  pair  of  chickens  for 
us.  So  we  weighed  and  paid  for  these  and  put  them  in 
our  basket  to  bring  home.  Left  there  about  half  past 
9,  and  went  to  the  grocers  and  bought  cranberries, 
while  waiting  for  the  cars.  Then  rode  home  at  once, 
when  I  went  to  bed,  and  left  Caroline  to  go  over  to 
Dr  Baches  to  show  her  present. 

This  morning  I  had  a  visit  from  poor  Jump,  my 
former  steward  in  the  Storeship  Erie.  He  has  now 
been  at  home  some  time  and  out  of  employment,  and 
has  I  suppose  been  mainly  supported  by  his  wife. 
But  he  says  she  can  now  no  longer  get  any  sewing  to 
do,  and  their  landlord  has  positively  refused  to  let 
them  occupy  their  rooms  any  longer,  so  that  he  sees 
nothing  but  starvation  and  midwinter  cold  before 
them,  as  he  can  get  nothing  to  do,  in  any  capacity. 

If  a  story  such  as  his,  in  these  Christmas  times,  fails 
to  awaken  charity  and  thankfulness  to  God,  how  shall 
I  ever  be  able  to  look  at  the  end! 

In  returning  to  Dr  Kings  this  evening  Caroline 
found  a  quarter  eagle  lying  in  the  street,  Just  the  coin 
and  the  amount  of  my  little  gift  to  poor  Jump  in  the 
morning.  I  wish  my  gift  could  have  been  larger, 
though  it  could  not  have  added  to  the  feeling  of 
thankfulness  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  express. 

Sunday  Dec.  24,  18  54. 

On  coming  over  after  breakfast  got  Robert  to  help 
me  in  with  my  new  WRITING  TABLE,  and  then  oc¬ 
cupied  a  couple  of  hours  in  getting  it  arranged  in  or- 
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der,  and  all  my  books  &c  into  the  drawers.  Finally  got 
it  all  in  proper  condition,  got  the  old  table  out  of  the 
way  (lent  to  Clarke,)  and  then  sat  down  and  wrote 
up  yesterdays  notes  upon  it.  During  this  time  Dr  B. 
came  in  and  was  disposed  to  complain  because  Rob¬ 
ert  had  not  come  to  town  after  him  yesterday.  I  told 
him  that  as  he  had  gone  himself  without  leaving  any 
directions  as  to  where  he  should  go  or  what  for,  that 
I  knew  not  where  to  send  him.  Dr  B.  said  Robert 
might  have  known  that  he  was  to  be  found  at  Wat¬ 
son’s,  as  he  had  come  there  for  him  an  hundred  times. 

Then  went  down  stairs  and  on  examination  found 
the  basin  with  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  again 
turned  red  in  the  box  and  the  crystals  all  of  a  pink 
color.  Poured  it  off  evaporated  it  over  the  gas  flame, 
and  then  set  aside  again  but  this  time  left  it  out  on 
the  gas  flame  stand  to  crystalize.  These  occupations 
filled  up  the  day. 

Part  of  the  evening  after  playing  awhile  with 
Shang,  Caroline  and  I  passed  on  the  sofa  together, 
talking  over  the  past  and  future.  Then  Dr  &  Mrs 
Bache  came  with  a  toy  for  Shang.  Then  Miss  Chase 
came,  also  with  a  horse  for  Shang.  Then  she  and  Caro¬ 
line  went  over  to  Mrs  Baches.  Finally  Dr  Mayo  came 
in  and  sat  an  hour.  The  intervals  of  the  evening  I 
passed  in  reading  the  Scientific  American  till  near  11. 
Then  went  to  bed,  Caroline  not  having  come  home 
yet. 

In  looking  at  her  new  watch  during  the  day  Dr  B. 
had  partially  broken  the  pin  that  holds  the  ring  for 
the  chain. 

Monday  Dec.  25,  1854. 

On  getting  up  in  the  morning  was  surprised  to  find 
a  red  and  black  cloth  pen  wiper  in  my  stocking,  a 
Christmas  gift  from  Helen.  Got  up  rather  later  than 
usual,  and  after  breakfast  came  over  and  started  the 
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ETHERIS  SPIRITUS  NITRICI  *  * *  *  Clarke  had 
poured  in  the  acid  early  in  the  morning,  and  had  filled 
the  water  Bath  with  warm  water.  He  also  had  had  to 
make  a  fire  under  the  boiler.  Distilled  over  2  3/8  gal¬ 
lons  of  spirit  of  nitre  the  first  in  two  gallon  bottles, 
and  the  remainder  in  a  half  gallon  bottle  except  the 
last  pint,  which  was  received  in  a  measure. 

These  four  portions  were  all  tested  separately  with 
S.O3  and  all  except  the  first  gallon  became  dark  brown 
and  viscid  in  a  month  or  two,  there  being  no  marked 
difference  between  them  in  this  respect.  The  first  gal¬ 
lon  turned  brownish  yellow,  but  had  scarcely  an  odor 
of  the  ether, — almost  all  alcohol.  The  last  pint  had  a 
perceptible  pungent  odor  of  aldehyd.  and  therefore 
the  distillation  was  stopped  at  1  pint  short  of  what 
should  have  been  the  product.  Then  washed  out  all 
the  apparatus  clean,  and  put  the  whole  product  back 
in  the  retort,  with  the  diluted  alcohol  and  carbonate 
of  Potassa.  Then  started  again,  and  ran  over  the  2  3/g 
gallons  as  at  first.  This  process  seems  thus  to  produce 
a  product  so  variable  in  sensible  qualities,  even  when 
as  now  conducted  with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  care, 
that  I  have  determined  to  try  the  London  process  next 
time.  The  aldehyd  however  is  the  only  trouble,  and 
this  is  so  uncertainly  regulated  by  the  smell. 

No  yellowness  from  weak  sol.  Potassa 

This  product  is  of  a  pale  straw  color,  strong  odor, 
and  s.  g.  .845. 

The  direction  of  Wood  &  Bache  to  use  a  retort  of 
twice  the  capacity  of  the  materials  is  an  error,  as  I 
always  use  a  4  gall  retort  for  3  gall  of  materials,  and 
have  no  difficulty  over  a  water  Bath. 

During  the  day  was  interrupted  by  Caroline  once 
or  twice,  and  by  *  Albert  Cook,  who  unexpectedly 
came  over  this  morning.  He  remained  to  dine  with 
us,  and  we  had  a  quiet  comfortable  dinner  at  home, 

’’'Albert  Cook,  brother  to  Mrs.  Bache,  Mrs.  Fellows,  Mrs.  King  and  Mrs.  Squibb. 
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despite  two  pressing  invitations, — one  to  Aunt 
Lownds,  and  the  other  to  Mr  Flash's.  It  seems  to  me 
not  a  day  to  dine  out, — or  rather  to  be  a  day  to  dine 
at  home.  After  dinner  Albert  left  to  go  to  Mary's. 
After  tea  played  a  while  with  Shang  and  his  Christ¬ 
mas  toys  from  his  kind  friends  and  then  passed  the 
evening  in  reading  to  Caroline  in  continuation  of  Miss 
Bremers  "Homes  of  the  New  World”,  except  that  I  oc¬ 
cupied  half  an  hour  in  looking  back  in  my  journals, 
to  the  last  Christmas  occupations. 

No  work  in  the  Laboratory  to  day  except  Clarke 
and  myself. 

Tuesday  Dec.  26,  18  54. 

Clarke  early  took  down  and  cleaned  the  spt.  of  nitre 
apparatus,  so  that  when  I  came  over  I  was  all  ready 
to  go  to  work  at  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM. 

First  went  to  the  shop  and  made  a  frame  for  a  cover 
for  the  large  new  porcelain  lined  basin.  Then  tacked 
coarse  flannel  upon  it  and  had  it  ready,  with  a  glass 
in  the  top. 

Then  took  down  the  jars  from  the  corner  closet, 
where  they  had  stood  for  two  months.  On  pouring 
off  the  upper  one,  found  the  mother  water  to  be  of 
a  reddish  brown  color,  and  the  crystals  in  the  bottom 
all  very  small  but  so  dense  that  all  our  efforts  to  loosen 
or  dig  them  out  was  of  no  avail.  The  lower  larger  jar 
had  the  mother  liquor  colorless,  and  crystals  white, 
but  so  dense  heavy  and  hard  that  it  was  impossible  to 
get  them  out.  Now  the  solution  put  into  these  jars  was 
the  same,  and  was  all  colorless!  Why  should  the  upper 
one  turn  brown?  The  crystals  were  heaped  against 
the  outer  cooler  sides  of  both  jars,  and  were  smallest 
there.  It  was  necessary  to  break  both  jars  in  order  to 
get  the  crystals  out.  In  the  bottom  of  each  was  a 
layer  of  green  crystals,  of  the  color  of  good  newly 
crystalized  sulphate  of  Iron!!  The  masses  were  then 
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broken  up,  and  the  white  portion  from  the  lower  jar 
looked  so  well  that  I  determined  to  separate  it  from 
the  green  layer,  and  keep  it  for  serving,  but  it  looks 
less  like  Iodide  of  Potassium  than  any  I  have  ever  seen, 
and  is  so  dense  heavy  and  transparent.  The  mother 
water  from  this  I  poured  into  a  porcelain  lined  basin 
and  set  up  stairs  under  the  window  steam  pipes  of  my 
room  and  covered  it  with  the  cover.  Then  got  out 
the  large  Iron  Pot  used  only  in  this  process,  put  it  on 
the  furnace  and  started  the  fire  under  it.  Then  put  in 
all  the  mother  waters  and  all  the  residue,  and  all  the 
discolored  salt,  and  a  pound  beside  from  the  up  stairs 
bottle  that  had  become  pinkish  in  color,  and  moist. 
Added  to  all  this  6  ounces  of  powdered  charcoal,  and 
then  evaporated  the  whole  to  dryness,  and  fused  it. 
In  this  last  there  was  some  loss  from  cracking  and 
flying,  as  the  under  portions  became  fused,  and  the 
surface  lumps  were  pushed  into  the  fused  mass.  Pos¬ 
sibly  some  of  these  lumps  were  lumps  of  the  dense 
crystals  that  had  escaped  or  resisted  the  solution. 
Fused  the  whole  thoroughly  by  pushing  it  down  in 
succession  to  the  bottom  red  part  of  the  pot,  and  then 
dipping  it  out  onto  a  cool  iron  plate  when  fused.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  fusing,  on  looking  at  the  furnace  I  could  see 
that  white  fumes  were  constantly  rising  from  the 
whole  bottom  of  the  pot  and  flying  up  the  chimney. 
It  was  probably  sublimed  iodide  that  passed  through 
the  bottom,  the  cast  iron  of  this  part  of  the  pot  can¬ 
not  be  much  less  than  1  /z  inches  thick.  If  it  was  iodide 
there  must  have  been  more  loss.  When  it  was  all  fused 
and  cool,  put  it  into  two  basins  with  1  l/z  gallons  of 
distilled  water  in  each,  and  left  it  over  night  to  dis¬ 
solve. 

At  intervals  during  the  day  had  shown  Mr  Hern- 
stein,  an  instrument  maker  from  Dr  Satterlee,  our 
instruments  and  what  was  required  to  be  done  to  them 
generally,  by  Dr  Baches  direction.  Also  had  a  visit 
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from  Mr  and  Mrs  Bartlett  with  Dr  Chase,  and  from 
some  friends  of  Dr  Mayo,  all  taking  up  much  time. 

Mr  Watson  did  little  in  the  morning,  and  went  out 
in  the  afternoon.  Mr  Derry  James  and  Robert  all  at 
work  at  the  E.  I.  requisition  all  day. 

Robert  took  over  two  loads  of  it  to  the  Barque 
Storm  and  the  remainder  will  be  ready  tomorrow. 

Mr  Buckley  making  boxes  part  of  the  day,  but 
during  the  morning  Mrs  Bache  came  over,  and  by 
authority  of  Dr  B.  took  him  from  the  packing  boxes, 
to  set  him  mending  broken  furniture,  which  she  said 
would  occupy  him  only  two  hours.  So  he  went  over 
for  the  furniture  and  left  the  requisition  boxes.  Soon 
after  he  came  to  me,  and  said  that  he  had  brought 
over  the  broken  furniture  and  that  it  would  take  him 
at  least  two  days  to  mend  it,  or  patch  it  up,  and  that  if 
he  did  this  he  could  not  have  the  boxes  ready  that 
were  to  go  tomorrow.  I  told  him  that  it  was  Dr  Baches 
direction,  and  that  therefore  I  had  nothing  to  say. 
When  I  went  to  dinner  (Dr  Bache  out)  I  told  Mrs  B. 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the  things  off,  and 
that  on  account  of  her  broken  furniture.  She  came 
over  then  and  told  Buckly  only  to  do  certain  articles, 
and  then  to  go  on  with  the  boxes. 

After  tea  read  to  Caroline  all  evening,  in  continua¬ 
tion  of  Miss  Bremers  ''Homes”. 

Shang  took  his  first  few  steps  alone  in  the  world 
today.  May  he  always  go  unaided  uprightly  through 
the  world  with  as  pure  and  perfect  a  heart  as  that  with 
which  he  has  taken  his  first  steps  today.  That  he  may 
do  this  is  my  text  to  him-ward,  and  the  nearer  he 
may  through  my  efforts,  approach  to  this,  the  easier 
and  happier  will  be  my  death  bed,  and  with  the 
better  heart  approach  my  final  reckoning. 

Wednesday  Dec.  27,  18  54. 

When  I  came  over  in  the  morning  found  the 


570 


IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM,  not  yet  dissolved  in  either 
basin,  so  put  them  in  turns  on  the  water  Bath,  till  fully 
dissolved.  Then  strained  the  solution  into  the  other 
two  iron  basins  and  brought  them  up  here  to  my 
room  to  set  by  the  steam  pipes  to  crystalize.  The  solu¬ 
tion  looks  of  a  greenish  tinge,  and  smells  of  sulphu¬ 
retted  Hydrogen  quite  strongly.  Whence  comes  this? 
Suppose  it  will  escape  during  the  crystalization.  Cov¬ 
ered  the  basins  sitting  on  top  of  the  other,  with  a  piece 
of  thin  flannel  to  guard  them  from  dust.  In  coming 
into  the  room  after  they  had  been  shut  up  in  it  some 
time,  I  could  smell  the  H.  S. 

Then  cut  out  the  washers,  and  fitted  the  new  large 
tube  into  the  new  CONDENSER,  determined  to  try 
it  now  in  the  process  for  distilled  water. 

Then  prepared  and  went  over  to  town.  Stopped  at 
Suttons  to  enquire  for  Lard,  but  found  he  had  none 
very  good  as  yet.  Then  crossed  over  and  went  to 
Cooper  &  Fellows,  to  get  a  pin  put  into  the  handle  of 
Carolines  watch.  Selected  for  her  a  chain  and  watch 
pin,  and  having  them  all  arranged  by  Charley  brought 
them  with  me.  Then  went  to  Penfold  Clay  &  Co  and 
bought  Cream  of  Tartar  and  Bicarb  Soda  for  Mrs 
King,  and  then  to  market  and  bought  Scallops.  Then 
home  to  dinner. 

After  dinner  came  over  and  set  up  and  started  the 
Apparatus  for 

DISTILLED  WATER. 

using  the  new  large  condenser,  before  it  is  entirely 
finished,  in  order  to  try  the  qualities  of  the  glass  tube. 
It  seemed  to  stand  the  heat  well,  but  not  to  condense 
very  rapidly.  With  the  whole  head  of  water  from  the 
nozzle,  this  condenser  uses  1  gall  of  water  in  3  8  *  *  *  * 
96  gallons  per  hour.  Half  this  stream  or  less  is  quite 
sufficient  for  it  in  the  case  of  steam,  for  with  this 
*  *  *  *  do  all  it  is  capable  of. 

Afterward  came  up  and  tied  on  the  pads  and 
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packed  up  complete,  the  set  of  splints  for  the  Bureau, 
and  put  the  case  in  the  packing  box. 

Then  came  here  and  wrote  for  half  an  hour  or  an 
hour  till  after  7  oclock. 

Mr  Watson  to  day  commenced  to  modify  the  mer¬ 
curial  mill,  and  began  the  turning  up  of  patterns  for 
the  steam  collar  nuts  &c. 

Mr  Derry  James  and  Robert  finished  the  E.  India 
requisition,  and  commenced  the  one  for  the  Chelsea 
Hospital,  the  first  of  the  quarterly  batch. 

Mr  Buckley  finished  the  boxes  for  the  E.  I.  requisi¬ 
tion  last  evening  and  this  morning,  and  made  one  for 
the  Splints  for  the  Bureau.  The  greater  part  of  the 
day  however  he  was  at  work  at  Mrs  B’s  broken  furni¬ 
ture. 

Shang  has  much  improved  in  his  walking  since  yes¬ 
terday,  and  this  evening  was  once  or  twice  induced  to 
walk  half  way  across  the  nursery.  After  tea  and  after 
playing  with  him  a  short  time  Mayo  came  in  and 
used  up  almost  all  our  evening.  After  he  left,  read  to 
Caroline  till  bed  time. 

Thursday  Dec.  28th  18  54. 

In  the  morning  we  collected  together  all  the  residue 
of  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM,— that  that  had  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  sides  of  the  iron  pot  above  red  heat, — all 
the  washings, — and  a  bottle  of  turned  in  iodide.  Hav¬ 
ing  dissolved  all  these,  and  added  an  ounce  of  Char¬ 
coal,  and  evaporated  nearly  to  dryness  over  the  gas 
flame,  put  them  in  the  iron  pot,  made  a  fire  under  it 
and  fused  the  whole.  Then  dissolved  it  and  filtered  the 
solution.  This  looked  greenish  and  smelled  of  H.S.  like 
the  other,  on  evaporating,  or  rather  heating  it,  a  black 
deposit  occurred  in  it,  and  the  odor  was  lost,  the 
solution  becoming  limpid  as  possible.  This  circum¬ 
stance  had  occurred  to  me  before,  but  I  had  forgotten 
it.  Now  it  indicates  what  should  be  done  with  all  the 
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solution,  and  we  at  once  prepared  for  doing  it  all  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  apparatus  for  DISTILLED  WATER  running 
all  day  and  to  run  all  night. 

Sent  to  Suttons  by  Robert  for  10  lbs  Lard  to  make 
simple  cerate,  and  when  it  came  Clarke  washed  it  with 
boiling  distilled  water,  and  set  it  aside  to  harden  for 
tomorrows  use. 

Mr  Watson  finished  the  patterns  for  the  castings 
for  the  mercurial  mill. 

Mr  Derry  put  up  the  Chelsea  Hospital  requisition. 
James  assisted  him,  and  beside  put  up  and  waxed  the 
Spirit  of  Nitre  and  ammonia. 

Robert  putting  up  Epsom  Salts,  and  went  to  take 
the  remainder  of  the  E.  I.  requisition  to  the  Barque 
"Storm”.  At  the  same  time  he  got  me  the  Lard  at 
Suttons. 

At  Dinner  we  had  Sallie  Fellows  and  Mrs  Brewster. 

After  tea  read  to  Caroline  till  bed  time,  except  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  for  a  game  of  romps  with  Shang. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  mending  furniture  all  day. 

Friday  Dec.  29.  18  54. 

Before  I  came  over  Clarke  had  made  a  fire  in  the 
large  furnace,  and  put  K  I  iron  pot  on,  so  that  when 
I  came  we  poured  into  it  all  the  IODIDE  OF  POTAS¬ 
SIUM  solution  except  the  basin  of  clear  solution  from 
the  large  jar,  which  sits  in  the  window  recess  of  my 
room  crystalizing.  While  the  solution  was  heating  up 
I  went  to  the  carpenter  shop  and  made  a  frame  to 
cover  the  large  iron  basins,  and  then  covered  it  with 
the  thin  coarse  flannel.  As  the  solution  approached  to 
boiling  there  was  the  same  black  deposit  from  it,  and 
when  it  came  to  a  boil  strained  it  off  clear  and  white 
into  the  iron  basins  again.  The  large  one  I  put  under 
the  main  northern  steam  pipe  where  it  crosses  the 
entry  or  hall  up  stairs,  and  put  the  cover  just  made 
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carefully  over  it.  The  other  basin  I  put  upon  the  top 
of  the  glass  case  in  my  room  and  covered  it  with  flan¬ 
nel,  determined  to  ascertain  by  experiment  if  possible, 
where  to  obtain  the  best  crystals.  Both  these  basins 
have  a  layer  of  small  crystals  already  deposited  upon 
the  bottom,  because  of  the  heating  there  was  much 
evaporation  and  concentration. 

Then  got  out  the  basin  of 

ADEPS. 

Clarke  had  added  about  5  pints  of  boiling  distilled 
water  to  the  10  lbs  from  the  grocers  yesterday,  and 
having  stirred  it  very  well  set  it  in  the  cold  acid  room 
over  night. 

This  afternoon  on  taking  it  out  I  found  it  had  con¬ 
gealed  the  water  mixed  through  it  in  drops,  and  that 
there  was  lard  even  upon  the  very  bottom  of  the  Ba¬ 
sin.  Worked  the  water  out  as  well  as  I  could,  and  then 
transferring  it  to  another  Basin  put  it  in  the  water 
bath  and  melted  it.  When  quite  melted  I  dipped  it  off 
carefully  from  the  remainder  of  the  water  in  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  having  weighed  it  found  there  was  9*4  lbs. 
that  I  could  recover.  Clarke  had  probably  stirred  it 
too  long  after  adding  the  water.  Beside  this  however, 
the  lard  was  not  very  good, — too  much  olein, — and 
becoming  floculent  as  it  melted. 

CERATUM  SIMPLEX. 

Adipis  9*4  lbs. 

Cera  Alba  4% 

Yield  13*4  lbs  filled  into  jars. 

Melted  the  lard  and  wax  together  in  a  porcelain 
basin,  (for  I  have  abandoned  the  making  it  in  metal,) 
on  the  water  Bath,  and  then  turned  in  about  2  lbs 
slightly  greenish,  from  the  last  making,  and  when  it 
was  all  thoroughly  melted  together,  strained  it 
through  flannel  into  another  basin.  Then  allowed  it 
to  stand  until  a  skim  formed  on  top  and  in  contact 
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with  the  basin  every  where.  Then  with  a  pipette  I 
drew  off  carefully  a  small  pot  full  from  very  near 
the  top  surface,  taking  also  a  piece  of  the  crust  which 
had  formed  on  top.  Then  in  the  same  manner  I  drew 
up  another  small  pot  full  from  the  very  bottom  tak¬ 
ing  also  a  portion  of  what  had  stiffened  upon  the  bot¬ 
tom  Then  thoroughly  stirred  up  the  whole,  and  filled 
a  third  pot  from  the  semifluid  mixture.  These  pots  I 
intend  to  examine  analytically  to  ascertain  whether 
there  is  a  necessity  for  stirring  so  constantly  as  di¬ 
rected,  and  whether  the  cerate  may  not  be  filled  into 
pot  while  quite  fluid  without  risking  a  separation  of 
the  materials,  (see  Mar  25,  18  5  5,  for  s.  g.  of  samples) 
We  then  put  the  whole  of  the  cerate  into  the  pots,  and 
cleaned  it  off  ready  for  putting  up.  During  this  opera¬ 
tion  Dr.  King  came  in,  he  and  Mary  having  come  to 
tea  with  us.  At  intervals  during  the  day  I  got  out  sizes 
for  boxes  for  Mr  Buckley,  and  other  small  matters. 

Mr  Watson  took  the  patterns  for  the  mercurial  mill 
casting  down  to  Arthur  &  Robinsons  to  be  cast  from, 
and  although  back  by  noon,  he  was  so  near  drunk 
that  I  could  do  nothing  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Mr  Derry  completed  and  packed  the  Chelsea  requi¬ 
sition 

James  putting  up  the  ammonia  and  spts  of  nitre. 

Robert  putting  up  Epsom  Salts  part  of  the  day. 

Mr  Buckley  went  for  Lumber  and  then  commenced 
making  packing  Boxes. 

Mary  and  Dr  King  passed  the  evening  with  us  dur¬ 
ing  which  Dr.  K.  made  orange  Ice  out  of  snow,  and 
we  all  ate  of  it.  He  passed  most  of  the  evening  with 
Harpers  magazine,  and  I  with  "Punch”. 

Caroline  went  out  this  morning  through  all  the 
storm,  to  get  trimming  for  her  dress,  sick  as  she  is, 
and  against  my  strongly  expressed  advice.  Doubtless 
she  will  be  much  sicker  tomorrow. 


575 


Saturday  Dec.  30,  18  54. 

On  coming  over  this  morning  I  read  over  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  alumen  and  then  went 
up  stairs  and  weighed  out  the  copper  turnings  for 


CUPRI  SULPHAS. 


Copper  turnings  (all) 

26  oz 

@  38 

.61 

Acid:  Sulphur: 

5  lbs. 

3  Z2 

.17/z 

1 1/2  " 

05 

Distilled  water 

1  gall. 

08 

9  )  92 

Yield  A/z  lbs  of  dry  salt.  See  Jany  10.  184 


23 

Put  the  copper  into  a  large  glass  flask  and  then 
added  the  first  portion  of  acid  and  a  pint  and  a  half  of 
water.  Clarke  having  made  a  fire  in  the  small  furnace 
I  set  the  flask  on  the  sand  and  kept  it  there  till  near  9 
o’clock  in  the  evening  (boiling  nearly  all  the  time,) 
with  a  cork  and  tube  fitted  to  it  so  as  to  carry  the 
sulphurous  acid  into  the  chimney.  During  the  after¬ 
noon  the  contents  of  the  flask  became  nearly  dry, 
and  I  then  added  the  remainder  of  the  acid  and  another 
pint  of  water.  In  the  evening  added  two  other  pints 
of  water.  During  the  process  the  *  *  *  *  was  in 
greater  part  dissolved,  but  leaving  a  mass  of  turning 
*  *  *  *  large  portion  of  brown  powdery  matter,  (sul¬ 
phide)  Then  allowed  it  to  stand  thus  over  night. 

The  new  porter  having  failed  to  get  us  anything 
from  market  yesterday,  I  had  to  take  my  basket  and 
go  this  morning.  First  went  to  Dr  King’s  with  Mary’s 
bundle,  and  to  get  a  pair  of  old  scaly  looking  chickens 
he  had  bought  for  us.  Then  went  down  to  Fulton  St 
to  Lockitts  pork  store  and  bought  a  corned  ham,  and 
tenderloins.  Thence  to  Suttons  for  Eggs  and  apples. 
Found  that  the  new  porter  could  not  have  been  there 
for  eggs  yesterday,  as  he  said  he  had,  for  they  had  had 
plenty  all  day.  Thence  went  to  Coope’s  to  enquire  for 
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my  new  argand  parlour  reading  light  bespoke  some 
time  since  from  Mr  Stratton.  Then  home  in  the  cars, 
and  over  here  again  to  recrystalize 

ALUMEN. 

Alumen  dirty  10  lbs 

Water  distilled  12  pints 

Yield.  6  lbs  remainder  lost  see  Jany  10. 

Dissolved  the  alum  in  a  porcelain  basin  on  the  sand 
bath  and  supplying  the  water  as  it  went  off  by  evap¬ 
oration,  strained  the  hot  solution  into  another  basin 
and  then  stirred  it  sedulously  while  it  was  cooling. 
Thus  obtained  a  granular  crystaline  solution  beauti¬ 
fully  white  and  clean,  but  mixed  with  some  small 
formed  crystals  that  had  been  deposited  before  I  had 
thought  of  stirring  the  solution,  for  at  first  I  had  only 
thought  of  recrystalizing  it.  This  method  however 
probably  yields  a  purer  product,  and  this  is  in  a  better 
form  for  dispensing,  for  the  larger  the  crystals  or 
masses  the  more  likely  is  it  to  break  the  bottles  in 
which  it  is  put  up.  Beside  this  is  a  much  better  form 
for  medicinal  uses. 

In  the  intervals  of  the  day  assisted  Dr  Bache  with 
one  of  his  "columns”,  and  in  getting  out  some  prices 
&c,  and  did  several  small  matters.  Beside,  gave  Dr  B. 
an  account  of  the  apparatus  on  charge. 

The  process  for  DISTILLED  WATER  still  going 
on,  and  nearly  all  our  vessels  for  it  full  by  evening. 
In  the  evening  carefully  cleansed  the  new  separatory 
bottle,  with  distilled  water  many  times,  and  when 
quite  clean,  (though  it  has  never  had  anything  except 
water  in  it,)  set  it  under  the  condenser,  and  collected 
water  enough  to  fill  it  entirely,  filtered  like  the  rest 
of  the  water,  as  it  ran  into  the  bottle. 

After  dark,  as  usual,  came  up  and  lighted  my  gas, 
and  wrote  up  todays  notes  here. 

Mr  Watson  occupied  all  day  in  making  steel  spiral 
springs  for  the  alteration  of  the  mercurial  mill. 
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Mr  Derry  I  think  did  very  little.  James  putting  up 
the  spirit  of  nitre  and  ammonia  getting  them  both 
finished.  Both  went  to  the  Yard  for  their  pay  in  the 
afternoon. 

Robert  continued  putting  up  salts  during  a  part 
of  the  morning  and  then  took  the  Chelsea  Box  to  the 
steamer.  In  coming  home  he  called  at  Arthur  and 
Robinsons  for  the  mercurial  mill  castings  but  they 
were  not  done. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  boxes  all  day, — turned 
out  12  I  believe. 

During  the  afternoon  Mr  &  Mrs  Shackleford  and 
Mr  &  Mrs  Peet  had  called  on  Caroline.  Caroline  has 
been  quite  sick  all  day  from  a  suppression,  as  I  had 
expected  yesterday,  but  relieved  somewhat  this  after¬ 
noon  by  a  mustard  foot  bath. 

After  tea  while  playing  with  Shang  in  the  parlour 
was  surprised  by  a  visit  from  Mr  Thos.  S.  Wiegand  of 
Phila.  He  seems  to  have  come  to  New  York  chiefly  to 
bring  some  Christmas  things  from  Miss  Jenny  Hart  to 
the  Bache’s.  He  is  much  mistaken  if  he  thinks  such 
things  win  the  marrying  favor  of  young  ladies.  Jenny 
makes  all  the  use  she  can  of  poor  Wiegand,  and  then 
makes  a  butt  and  target  of  him  in  his  absence, — small 
credit  to  her.  When  he  had  gone,  and  I  had  made  a 
visit  to  the  sulphate  of  copper  flask,  and  removed  it 
from  the  hot  sand,  I  resumed  reading  aloud  to  Caro¬ 
line  from  Miss  Bremers  "Homes”,  but  was  soon  after 
interrupted  by  the  loud  crying  of  Shang.  On  going 
into  the  nursery  I  soon  satisfied  myself  that  he  was 
obstinately  crying  for  nothing,  having  awaked  from 
his  sleep  crying.  I  for  some  time  tried,  I  hope  and  be¬ 
lieve  with  both  patience  and  perseverance,  and  with 
firmness,  to  make  him  cease  crying,  but  without  suc¬ 
cess  until  finally  I  felt  obliged  to  whip  him  with  my 
hand  as  he  lay  in  the  cradle.  I  had  strongly  hoped  that 
this  might  never  have  been  necessary  and  have  often 
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feared  least  I  should  not  courage  to  do  it  if  it  was,  for  I 
well  knew  that  it  would  cost  me  dearly.  The  poor  little 
fellow  is  however  entirely  dependent  on  me  for  any 
correction  that  he  may  get,  and  what  is  there  harder 
in  this  world  than  to  coerce  and  strike  one’s  own  child, 
with  ones  own  heart  free  from  all  passion  except  that 
of  paternal  love.  I  fear  I  may  never  be  of  that  very 
few  who  can  and  do  look  beyond  the  act  to  the  end  in 
*  *  *  *  t^s  aJwayS  the  childs  welfare.  And  what  makes 
this  *  *  *  *  correction  so  peculiarly  hard  for  me  is  that 
I  can  see,  every  time  I  correct  the  child  it  creates 
thoughts  and  feelings  in  the  mother’s  breast  that  are 
rank  poison  to  love  and  happiness.  She  has  not  been 
properly  corrected  herself  and  therefore  has  within 
herself  an  ungovernable  uncontrolable  disposition, 
which  age,  circumstance  and  experience,  and  all  that 
these  bring  in  their  train,  have  not  materially  im¬ 
proved,  but  have  only  penned  them  up  more  and 
more  within  her  heart.  Here  they  keep  up  so  great  a 
physical  and  moral  wear  and  tear  as  to  prevent  her 
from  ever  being  *  *  *  *  or  happy. 

Thus  my  poor  little  son,  on  his  fifteenth  monthly 
birth  day  received  his  first  whipping,  after  which  he 
soon  ceased  crying  and  went  to  sleep.  As  I  stood  rock¬ 
ing  him  there  I  could  almost  wish  that  he  might  sleep 
on  into  that  more  silent  sleep  to  his  Makers  presence 
than  that  he  should  ever  require  another  such  chas¬ 
tisement  from  my  hands. 

Sunday  Dec.  31,  18  54. 

After  breakfast  took  the  screws  from  a  box  in 
which  Jenny  Hart  had  sent  on  a  rustic  frame  round 
a  crayon  portrait  of  Dr  Bache,  as  a  present  to  Mrs  B. 
Then  came  over  here  and  diluted  the  SULPHATE  OF 
COPPER  in  the  flask  with  distilled  water  that  it  might 
dissolve  by  tomorrow.  Stirred  up  the  ALUMEN  and 
showed  it  to  Dr  Bache  to  ask  what  he  thought  of  this 
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form  for  serving  it  out.  Then  got  out  some  prices  and 
quantities  of  preparations  that  he  had  as  yet  not  taken 
an  account  of.  He  then  kept  me  listening  to  him  with 
his  office  door  in  my  hand,  for  an  hour  or  more  until 
his  thread  was  broken  by  the  coming  in  of  two  men 
to  see  him. 

I  then  came  and  wrote  here  till  dinner  time. 

After  dinner  bundled  Shang  up,  and  took  him  out 
for  half  an  hour  or  more  in  his  wagon,  showing  him 
his  favorites  the  cows,  horses  dogs  &c.  This  morning 
when  I  first  went  in  to  see  him,  and  talked  to  him 
about  the  whipping  of  last  evening, — by  the  side  of 
the  cradle,  and  pointing  to  it,  seemed  to  understand 
what  I  meant,  and  heard  all  I  had  to  say  very  silently 
and  gravely.  At  one  or  two  other  times  I  have  talked 
to  him  about  it  and  have  oftener  felt  about  it  so  as 
hardly  to  be  able  to  keep  back  the  tears. 

For  two  days  past  he  has  had  a  stye,  again,  upon  the 
left  upper  eyelid  near  the  outer  canthus.  Both  lids 
very  much  redened  and  swollen  and  the  little  abscess 
has  broken  and  is  discharging  freely. 

Then  came  over  here,  and  having  written  here  for 
an  hour  or  more  and  read  a  little,  went  up  stairs  and 
got  together  the  materials  for 

ACETUM  SCILLAE 

Scillae  5  xvj.  =  1  l/g  lbs 

Acid:  Acet:  Dil:  Cj.  =1  " 

Macerate  a  week,  Yield  5  l/g  pints 

Took  the  s.  g.  of  the  acetic  acid  before  diluting  it 
and  found  it  to  be  about  1.042.  Then  diluted  it  with  7 
pints  of  distilled  water,  and  put  the  whole  into  the 
demijohn  and  shook  them  well  together. 

The  process  for  DISTILLED  WATER  has  been 
going  on  nearly  all  day  until  all  the  vessels  were  filled 
up  by  evening.  The  quantity  now  in  the  two  carboys, 
one  Demijohn  Jug  and  four  bottles  cannot  be  less 
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than  40  gallons,  and  during  the  process  we  have 
probably  used  5  gallons. 

When  I  had  written  here  until  twilight,  closed  my 
Journal  and  turned  toward  the  east  where  the  win¬ 
dows  were  shining  with  the  light  of  the  last  sunset  of 
18  54.  The  end  of  the  year  always  makes  me  feel  sad 
and  thoughtful.  And  yet  the  natural  train  of  such 
thoughts  is  not  to  review  the  past,  but  to  reach  yearn¬ 
ingly,  and  wonderingly  or  even  anxiously  into  the  fu¬ 
ture.  Where  shall  the  close  of  the  next  year  find  me, 
and  how?  If  within  the  next  year  I  am  to  change  the 
condition  of  my  being,  in  what  state  of  preparation 
shall  such  change  find  me, — or  in  other  words,  what 
will  be  my  final  fate.  I  find  I  have  another  new  tie  to 
life, — and  a  new  and  heavy  addition  to  my  responsi¬ 
bility  to  God.  Should  this  coming  year  leave  me  still 
among  the  living,  it  may  yet  dissolve  this  new  tie  and 
relieve  this  new  responsibility. — The  chances  are,  per¬ 
haps,  that  it  will  do  so, — and  then  could  I  say  "thy 
will  be  done”?  In  the  past  there  has  been  no  trouble, — 
some  little  anxiety,  but  all  more  than  compensated 
in  the  end.  Let  my  spirit  bow  to  the  storm  that  may  be 
coming  that  I  may  be  prepared  and  steadfast:  and 
then  let  me  look  hopefully  forward  without  this  sad¬ 
ness  that  so  often  comes  upon  me, — for  truly  all  is  in 
His  hands,  and  everything  urges  to  seek  our  hap¬ 
piness  through  amendment  of  life,  and  to  thank  Him 
for  a  contented  heart  whenever  we  can  find  it. 

After  tea  passed  the  evening  in  reading  a  number 
of  the  Scientific  American.  In  looking  up  some  words 
in  *  *  *  *  and  in  talking  to  Dr  Mavo,  who  came  in 
for  an  hour  till  10  o'clock. 

JANUARY  1ST  18  5  5.  Monday. 

Awoke  this  morning  by  Caroline's  wishing  me  a 
happy  new  year,  and  although  I  replied  to  her  kind 
wish  only  fervently  with  my  inmost  heart  yet  the 
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prayer  I  felt  for  her  welfare  was  not  the  less  strong. 
I  tried  to  have  a  greatful  heart  toward  the  Giver  of 
this  new  year  to  me,  and  strongly  coveted  the  power 
to  make  all  mankind  upon  whom  this  bright  new 
years  morning  shines  as  happy  and  as  free  from  want 
as  I  am.  My  firm  disire, — only  and  greatest  need,  is, 
to  be  better,  wiser  and  more  freer  in  view  of  the 
author,  aim,  and  end  of  this  life,  and  the  condition  of 
that  which  is  to  come.  May  God  continue  his  blessings 
to  me  and  mine,  and  give  us  the  spirit  of  virtue  for 
our  repentance.  I  feel  much  happier  to  day  than  I  did 
a  year  ago,  and  I  hope  I  may  be  even  all  this  much 
better.  Who  is  my  Judge? 

After  breakfast  and  looking  over  a  portion  of  my 
paper,  I  came  over  here  and  Clarke  and  I  went  to 
work  with  a  spirit  of  the  new  year,  and  had  a  general 
clear  up.  Took  down  the  Distilled  water  apparatus, 
cleaned  it  and  put  it  away, — cleaned  out  and  set  to 
rights  the  table  drawers, — easing  them  so  as  to  be  able 
to  shut  and  open  them  easily.  Then  put  away  and 
cleaned  up  things  in  general.  Then  got  out  some 
prices  for  Dr  Bache, — and  saw  all  the  boys  off  for 
their  holyday. 

Asked  Clarke  to  go  but  he  declined,  so  told  him  to 
make  a  fire  in  the  small  furnace  and  we  then  went  to 
work. 

ALUMEN 

remainder  lost, 

Alum  20  lbs.  Jany.  10,  Yield  12  lbs 

Dissolved  the  alum  in  a  basin  on  the  sand  bath,  and 
as  it  became  hot  and  nearly  saturated  in  solution,  we 
strained  it  off  and  stirred  until  cold.  The  difficult  part 
is  the  straining,  for  when  the  solution  is  nearly  satu¬ 
rated  the  strainer  soon  becomes  clogged  with  crystals. 
We  finally  managed  pretty  well  by  having  two 
strainers  and  using  them  alternately.  The  one  off  is 
kept  lying  in  boiling  water,  and  when  put  on  is  rinsed 
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with  clean  water.  In  this  way  we  got  the  whole  20 
lbs  done  by  evening  but  we  were  very  late  in  finish¬ 
ing.  The  last  hf.  gallon  containing  of  course  all  the 
impurities  of  the  whole  30  lb.  that  did  not  pass  the 
strainer,  was  thrown  away.  The  resulting  salt  was 
beautiful,  and  I  have  determined  to  propose  to  Dr 
Bache  to  make  all  our  salts  in  this  way.  Iodide  of  Po¬ 
tassium  for  instance,  saving  all  trouble,  time,  loss  &c. 
and  producing  a  beautiful  preparation  well  adapted 
for  drying,  preservation  packing,  and  dispensing.  I 
wonder  the  idea  has  not  occurred  to  me  before. 

At  intervals  of  the  above  process  I  dissolved  out  the 
SULPH:  OF  COPPER,  washed  the  residue,  and  then 
stirred  the  concentrated  solution  while  it  was  cooling 
getting  it  in  the  same  shining  granular  condition,  as 
the  alum.  In  addition  to  all  this  Clarke  had  all  the 
firing  up  to  do  so  that  we  have  neither  of  us  had  many 
leisure  moments  to  day. 

Caroline  went  up  to  Sallys  in  the  morning  so  that  I 
commenced  the  year  by  dining  alone.  On  going  in  to 
dinner  I  found  poor  Shangs  eye  looking  much  worse, 
with  an  eresypelatous  blush  all  round,  and  some  small 
pustules  on  each  lid.  Felt  anxious  about  it  but  in  the 
evening  found  it  better.  Caroline  came  home  before 
dark,  and  we  passed  the  evening  as  usual,  I  reading 
aloud  to  her. 

Tuesday  J any.  2d  1855. 

On  coming  over  in  the  morning  found  the  granu¬ 
lar  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER  had  been  so  acid  as  to 
corrode  the  paper  and  linen,  and  the  strainer,  and  to 
have  therefore  fallen  once  upon  the  strainer  frame, 
and  next  into  the  steam  Kettle  where  it  had  been  put 
to  dry.  At  first  I  did  not  suspect  the  cause  of  this,  or 
the  second  accident  might  have  been  avoided.  Each 
caused  much  loss  of  salt.  I  then  washed  the  whole  in 
two  or  three  waters,  and  threw  away  the  washings. 
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Then  redissolved  the  whole,  straining  a  part,  to  free 
it  from  paper  &c, — and  again  evaporated  and  stirred 
while  cooling  as  before. 

Then  got  together  all  the  ALUMEN  upon  one 
strainer  and  covered  it  up  to  dry  gradually,  so  that 
none  of  the  water  might  be  driven  off.  Broke  a  large 
Basin  on  S  Bath.  Then,  having  proposed  to  Dr  Bache 
to  granulate  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  in  the 
same  way,  had  it  made  under  the  small  sand  Bath,  and 
got  down  the  three  pans  of  solution  and  put  one  pan 
on  to  start,  leaving  Clark  to  attend  to  it.  In  the  course 
of  the  day  we  crystalized  two  of  them,  and  got  the 
salt  upon  a  strainer  frame,  in  the  steam  kettle  to  dry. 
It  is  a  very  easy  convenient  and  nice  method  of  work¬ 
ing  this  particular  salt  at  least,  and  bids  fair  to  produce 
a  very  nice  preparation.  The  mother  water  being  re¬ 
turned  hot  to  the  sand  bath  each  time  gives  a  good 
assurance  that  all  impurities  are  retained  in  it  to  at 
least  accumulate  till  toward  the  end  of  the  process. 

In  draining  the  salt,  more  time  should  be  allowed. 
It  should  stand  to  drain  if  possible,  a  day. 

As  soon  as  I  had  Clarke  fairly  started  upon  the 
iodide,  I  started  to  go  to  the  Yard  for  my  pay,  but 
was  intercepted  by  Mr  T.  S.  Wiegand  who  bored  me 
for  an  hour.  Then  went  to  the  Yard  and  while  waiting 
for  Mr  Todd  went  and  called  upon  the  commandant, 
and  capt  Hudson.  To  the  latter  I  spoke  in  regard  to 
chips  for  the  Boiler  fire,  and  sawdust.  Then  got  my 
pay  and  went  first  to  Mr  Suttons  to  pay  our  Bill.  Then 
stopped  at  the  bank  to  get  change.  Then  crossed  over 
and  paid  the  Butcher  Bill.  Then  went  to  Collins 
Browne  &  Co  and  ordered  four  *  *  *  *  Blank  Jour¬ 
nals,  and  paid  for  them.  This  I  have  not  ceased  to  re¬ 
gret,  as  I  may  be  dead  and  gone  before  these  are  filled. 
Two  would  have  been  plenty,  and  then  3  instead  of  6 
dollars  would  have  been  the  cost.  I  did  this  errand 
very  thoughtlessly,  to  say  the  least.  Then  in  coming 
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back  called  on  Mr  Flash  to  know  if  they  would  be 
visitable  this  evening.  Then  bought  a  broom  for  my 
writing  table  cover,  and  crossing  back  went  to  Strat¬ 
tons  to  seek  after  my  reading  light  burner  for  the 
parlour.  This  I  paid  for  but  did  not  get.  Then  came 
home  some  time  before  dinner. 

Mr  Watson  did  little  or  nothing  today,  being  tight 
or  sore  headed  all  day. 

Mr  Derry  assisted  Dr  Bache  with  his  account  of 
stock. 

James  putting  up  the  simple  cerate  &c. 

Robert  putting  up  Pulv.  Lini  during  part  of  the 
day. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  boxes  and  mending 
toys  all  day. 

After  tea  changed  my  clothing,  and  having  looked 
at  the  gas  *  *  *  *  for  Dr  Mayo,  Caroline  and  I  went 
up  to  Flashs,  where  we  spent  the  evening  getting  home 
to  bed  by  half  past  11. 

Shangs  eye  seems  better  today,  but  still  looks  badly. 
Fie  has  more  cough  too,  taking  fresh  cold  from  the 
slightest  possible  cause.  Fie  is  however  quite  bright 
and  not  at  all  fretful. 

Wednesday  Jany.  3,  185  5. 

Clarke  made  a  fire  early  in  the  morning  and  we  con¬ 
tinued  the  granulation  of  the  IODIDE  OF  POTAS¬ 
SIUM  all  day  long,  busily,  getting  it  down  to,  say,  half 
a  gallon  of  solution  by  evening.  In  the  morning  had 
much  trouble  from  dust  settling  over  the  solution  on 
the  Sand  Bath,  and  had  to  strain  several  times  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this.  So  during  the  heating  up  of  this  first 
basin  I  made  a  frame  and  tacked  coarse  flannel  upon 
it,  and  then  used  it  as  a  cover.  This  instead  of  diminish¬ 
ing,  increased  the  evaporation.  During  the  day  one 
of  the  large  basins,  and  the  last  I  believe  of  the  Ber¬ 
lin  porcelain,  cracked,  like  all  the  rest,  across  the  bot- 
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tom  whilst  I  was  pouring  in  a  cup  full  of  cool  solu¬ 
tion,  into  the  hot  solution  that  it  already  contained.  As 
the  salt  was  hastily,  and  insufficiently  drained,  we  put 
it  into  the  steam  kettle  to  dry. 

During  the  day  I  also  evaporated  the  residue  of  the 
sol.  of  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER,  and  stirred  while 
cooling. 

When  we  had  done  with  the  sand  Bath,  suspended 
the  strainer  containing  the  ALUMEN  over  the  hot 
sand,  and  left  it  there  over  night  to  dry. 

Mr  Watson  went  out  this  morning  early,  to  get  the 
castings  for  the  mere,  mill,  although  I  expressly  told 
him  I  would  send  Robert  for  them.  About  noon  he 
came  home  drunk,  and  was  drunk  and  troublesome  all 
day. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  drew  off  a  barrel  of  alcohol, 
and  then  put  up  and  packed  a  small  requisition  for 
the  Chelsea  Hospital.  James  afterward  filled  a  couple 
of  carboys  of  the  alcohol  into  bottles. 

Robert  putting  up  P  Lini  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  making  packing  Boxes,  and  mending 
toys. 

Mr.  Stratton  sent  up  and  ground  in  the  cock  on  the 
top  of  the  new  air  chamber  as  it  leaked.  He  also  sent  up 
my  argand  reading  burner  for  the  parlour  light. 

About  6  o’clock  started  and  went  to  Dr  Kings, 
where  Caroline  and  I  passed  the  evening,  she  went 
after  dinner.  We  were  engaged  to  go  to  eat  broiled 
oysters.  Found  Mary  sick  in  bed. 

Came  home  by  10  o’clock. 

Shangs  eye  better  today. 

Today  tested  the  alcohol  received  yesterday  from 
Lounsberry  and  although  it  is  about  the  same  in 
strength  as  Atwood’s,  and  gives  no  evidence  of  fusel 
oil  by  S.O.3,  yet  it  has  a  bad  rum  smell  and  taste,  and 
seems  to  me  by  no  means  as  nice. 


58  6 


Thursday  Jany  4,  18  5  5. 

When  I  came  over  in  the  morning  found  the 
strainer  in  the  ALUMEN,  which  I  had  hung  over  the 
sand  bath  last  evening  had  broken  and  spilled  the  whole 
upon  the  sand,  thus  spoiling  about  half  the  product, 
so  that  I  told  Clarke  to  throw  away  all  that  he  could 
not  pick  up  clean. 

Then,  on  looking  at  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM 
that  was  in  the  steam  kettle  to  dry,  found  that  all  that 
which  had  come  into  contact  with  the  paper  and  with 
the  kettle  was  discolored,  and  quite  unfit  for  use. 
Separated  this  from  the  white  and  found  there  was 
some  10  lbs  of  it.  So  much  for  making  shift  to  dry 
without  a  drying  rack  or  stage  for  the  kettle.  Then 
went  up  to  the  shop,  and  made  a  rack,  while  Clarke 
prepared  and  scalded  some  muslin  on  which  to  lay 
the  salt.  This  done,  we  layed  all  the  salt  in  two  layers, 
the  upper  on  a  muslin  stretched  over  the  top  of  the 
kettle.  Then  made  another  frame  to  support  a  paper 
dust  cover  over  the  whole. 

Then  prepared  and  put  up  specimen  of  the  sulphate 
of  copper  Alum,  and  Iodide  for  the  Bureau,  and 
packed  these  with  a  pint  and  hf  pint  packing  bottle 
in  the  case  of  splints.  First  took  the  splints  out,  and 
put  on  a  uniform  set  of  pads,  and  rearranged  and 
packed  them.  When  the  box  was  ready  nailed  it  up 
and  gave  it  to  Robert  to  take  over  and  ship. 

Then  got  the  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER  all  to¬ 
gether,  put  it  in  a  pan  and  set  it  under  a  steam  pipe 
up  in  the  Hall  to  dry,  slowly,  and  if  possible  without 
efflorescence. 

Then  got  out  a  formula  for  acetate  of  Potassa, 
wanted  for  the  Naval  Asylum  at  Phila. 

POTASSAE  ACETAS. 

Acid:  Aceticum  O  iv. 

Potassae  Bicarb  2  lb. 
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Acid:  muriat 
Lime 


O  v. 

Q.  S. 

for  a  Ca  Cl.  Bath. 

Added  1 J/2  lbs  of  the  Bicarb.  Potassa  to  3  pints  of 
the  acid,  and  let  it  stand  for  the  night  to  saturate. 

Then  tried  unsuccessfully  to  make  and  fit  up  a 
glass  worm  that  would  evaporate  this  solution  with¬ 
out  risk  of  decomposition  but  the  heat  would  not  be 
sufficient  without  great  inconvenience  from  the  noise 
and  steam  in  the  room. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  part  of  the  day.  Said  he  felt 
badly  in  the  morning  and  asked  me  for  a  glass  of 
brandy  which  I  gave  him,  determined,  with  Dr  Baches 
approval  to  have  a  talk  with  him  when  his  head  gets 
clear. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  up  requisition  for 
the  Norfolk  Hospital,  and  for  the  Naval  Asylum. 

Robert  wheeling  in  Chips,  and  went  to  town  to  ship 
the  Chelsea  requisition,  and  the  Box  for  the  Bureau. 

After  tea,  and  playing  awhile  with  Shang,  I  worked 
some  time  in  vain  to  try  to  get  our  parlour  portable  to 
fit,  so  that  I  might  put  my  new  burner  upon  it,  as  the 
flexible  was  too  high.  Then  got  a  step  ladder  and  fixed 
the  water  closet  cistern  which  had  got  out  of  order. 
Then  finished  the  evening  with  reading  aloud  to 
Caroline  in  continuation  of  Miss  Bremers  "Homes”. 
Shangs  eye  improves  very  slowly.  He  improves  more 
rapidly  in  walking,  and  occasionally  starts  off  from  a 
chair  of  his  own  accord,  and  walks  half  across  the 
room.  Still  has  a  loose  cough  and  sleeps  restlessly, 
from  teething. 

Friday  Jany  5,  185  5. 

Had  a  fire  made  under  the  sand  bath  first,  and  while 
it  was  heating  up,  I  strained  the  solution  of  ACE¬ 
TATE  OF  POTASSA,  ready  to  evaporate,  and  satu¬ 
rated  5  pints  of  the  acid  with  Lime,  to  make  a  Ca.Cl. 
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Bath  for  the  Acetate  and  evaporated  the  greater  part 
of  the  solution  in  a  porcelain  iron  basin  in  the  Ca.Cl. 
Bath.  At  the  same  time  evaporated  another  portion 
upon  the  sand,  and  a  third  portion  in  a  retort  over  the 
gas  flame.  The  two  latter  portions  when  granular  and 
nearly  dry  were  transferred  to  the  Ca.Cl.  Bath  with 
the  remainder.  All  did  perfectly  well,  with  ordinary 
care,  and  that  over  the  gas  flame  as  well  as  any  though 
it  was  not  finished  there.  The  whole  was  quite  dry  by 
half  past  6  p.  m.  having  been  a  slow  and  troublesome 
job.  At  the  end  I  found  that  there  was  5  ounces  short 
of  the  two  pounds! 

As  soon  as  the  acetate  was  fairly  under  way,  I  got 
out  the  process  for  Ferri  et  Quinia  Citras,  and  first  had 
to  make 
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FERRI  OXIDUM  HYDRATUM 

Ferri  Sulphas,  (impure,  effloresced) 

Acid:  Sulph: 

Acid:  Nitric:  s.  g.  1.42. 

Water 

Ammoniae  Liquor 
Yield 

Dissolved  the  FeO.SOa  in  the  water  and  having 
added  the  SOs  and  some  scraps  of  iron  wire,  boiled  the 
whole  well  in  a  glass  flask  and  strained.  This  to  purify 
the  FeO.SOs.  Then  boiled  the  strained  solution,  and 
while  boiling  added  the  NOs  in  small  portions  allowing 
the  whole  to  boil  for  from  half  an  hour  to  two  hours 
between  each  addition  of  acid.  After  the  second  or 
third  addition,  and  when  only  about  one  third  of  the 
prescribed  acid  had  been  added,  the  solution  retained 
permanently  a  dark  green  yellowish  color,  almost 
black.  This  color  was  not  visibly  changed  by  two  hours 
boiling,  nor  by  the  farther  additions  of  acid.  When  it 
had  boiled  nearly  five  hours,  and  water  had  been  sup¬ 
plied  to  it  once,  the  last  of  the  acid  was  poured  in.  Then 
nearly  half  an  ounce  more  of  S.Os,  and  after  perhaps 
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oij  more  of  the  NO,  were  added.  When  the  boiling 
had  been  continued  steadily  during  six  hours,  the  loss 
of  water  was  again  supplied,  and  soon  after  the  color 
commenced  to  change  to  an  orange  ruby  red,  with 
perfect  transparency.  The  boiling  was  continued 
steadily  for  about  8  hours.  When  in  the  evening  it  was 
removed  from  the  sand  and  strained  into  a  basin,  it 
was  covered  and  set  aside  for  the  night. 

With  each  addition  of  NOs  there  was  an  escape  of 
NO2  *  *  *  *  NOs, — the  more  marked  the  nearer  to 
the  commencement  of  the  process.  The  boiling  was 
much  longer  than  I  had  supposed  it  would  have  been, 
and  perhaps  longer  than  necessary  but  I  think  not. 

During  the  day  was  called  off  by  Dr  Bache  to  find 
an  error  in  his  additions,  which  he  said  he  had  sought 
for  many  times  in  vain,  and  once  by  Miss  Chase  to 
get  me  to  offer  to  dress  her  some  chicken  salad  for  her 
evening  party. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  hard  and  faithfully  all  day  at 
the  mercurial  mill  alterations.  Tuned  up  the  collars  & 
sleeve. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  putting  the  Norfolk  and  Phila. 
requisition  and  the  alcohol. 

Robert  putting  up  P.  Lini  and  Magnes  Sulphas, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

About  6  went  over  and  dressed  myself  and  took  tea. 
Then  went  down  and  dressed  Miss  Chases  Chicken 
Salad.  Then  back  for  Caroline,  and  then  down  to 
the  grand  party.  Soon  some  30  people  were  collected. 
A  hired  german  played  on  Mrs  Baches  shocking  piano, 
for  dancing,  making  faces  at  it  all  the  while.  About 
1 0  there  was  supper  of  excellent  scalloped  oysters  &c, 
and  by  12  we  came  home  to  bed,  I  very  very  tired, 
and  having  eaten  much  too  much. 

Saturday  Jany  6,  18  54. 

Upon  coming  over  this  morning  found  Coggins  the 
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plumber  here  to  repair  the  water  closet,  and  refit  the 
chloroform  apparatus,  so  that  much  of  my  time  until 
near  4  oclock  was  occupied  in  assisting  and  directing 
him.  At  intervals  however  I  had  to  make 

POTASSAE  ACETAS. 

Acid:  Acetic  f  ox. 

Potassae  Carb:  q.  s.  about  o  iv. 

Yield  about  4  oz 

Saturated  the  acid  with  the  Potassa,  and  strained  the 
solution.  Then  evaporated  it  and  finished  it  over  the 
gas  flame.  The  whole  amount  was  yet  an  ounce  short  of 
2  lbs.  Thus  in  these  two  processes  I  have  made  the  salt 
by  CaCl.  Bath  on  the  sand  Bath,  and  over  the  gas 
flame.  In  small  quantities  it  may  be  made  either  way 
very  well,  if  care  be  used.  The  first  yields  a  perfectly 
white  and  dry  salt,  with  particular  care  in  stirring,  but 
great  care  is  necessary  in  the  process  of  the  bath,  when 
got  up  extemporaneously,  for  the  solution  boils  over 
and  is  very  troublesome.  The  second  yields  a  salt  not 
so  white,  or  so  dry,  for  if  the  heat  is  continued  till  the 
whole  is  equally  dry,  some  of  that  which  first  became 
dry  will  turn  slightly  brown,  even  with  much  care  in 
stirring.  The  gas  flame  yields  a  good  product  if  ex¬ 
traordinary  care  be  used,  both  in  the  constant  stirring, 
and  in  checking  down  the  heat  from  time  to  time  as 
the  salt  dries.  In  the  last  process,  I  took  more  than 
ordinary  care,  and  yet  some  of  it  was  browned  slightly. 
The  first  method  is  very  slow  and  tedious, — the  last 
very  quick.  In  any  case  a  few  drops  of  acid  should  be 
added  from  time  to  time.  In  making  again  I  should 
evaporate  the  acid  solution  till  it  became  granular  over 
the  gas  flame,  and  then  finish  the  process  in  the  CaCl. 
Bath.  This  would  obtain  all  advantages.  During  the 
drying  the  salt  should  be  frequently  rubbed  up  in  a 
dish  with  a  pestle  to  break  the  lumps  and  hasten  the 
drying.  This  makes  a  powdery  granular  salt,  and  im¬ 
proves  the  color. 


591 


Decanted  the  solution  for  FERRI  OXIDUM  HY- 
DRATUM  into  precipitating  Jars  and  then  precip. 
the  oxide  by  the  washing  of  the  last  ammonia  process, 
diluted  and  added  in  excess.  Toward  evening  when 
the  oxide  had  somewhat  subsided,  poured  off  the 
supernatant  liquid,  and  filled  the  jars  with  water  for 
the  first  washing.  The  solution  of  NHaSOs  which  I 
poured  off  was  quite  blue,  showing  the  presence  of 
copper.  The  first  washing  was  almost  blue,  but  still 
strong  of  the  excess  of  ammonia,  so  that  in  this  wash¬ 
ing  the  copper  may  all  be  disposed  of,  perhaps. 

Mr  Watson  hard  at  work  all  day  at  the  mere.  mill. 
Forged  out  the  lower  carriers. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  packing  up  the  Norfolk 
requisition  and  putting  up  the  Phila  one,  also  putting 
up  alcohol. 

Robert  putting  up  Linseed  and  Epsom  Salt,  sweep¬ 
ing  down  &c. 

Coggins  made  about  %  of  a  day  on  the  Chloroform 
Apparatus  and  water  closet,  finishing  both. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  packing  Boxes,  but  not 
more  than  %.  day  I  think.  He  asked  in  the  afternoon, 
when  I  called  him  off  for  a  small  job  upon  the  Chloro¬ 
form  worm,  whether  the  %  day  for  the  time  in  mov¬ 
ing  Mrs  B’s  Piano  down  to  Dr  Chases  and  back  was 
to  be  charged  as  Packing  Boxes! 

After  tea  made  up  our  monthly  accounts  in  the 
book,  and  then  read  to  Caroline,  finishing  the  first  vol¬ 
ume  of  Miss  Bremers  ''Homes”.  Went  to  bed  early. 

*Mr  A.  G.  Cook  is  here  on  his  way  home.  Their 
Lumber  speculation  is  all  to  be  abandoned,  and  he 
and  Mr  E.  W.  C.  are  again  thrown  out  of  employ¬ 
ment,  He  at  once.  This  is  I  think  mainly  owing  to 
his  wild  buying,  thus  having  so  much  money  involved. 

Mr  W.  Cook  is  also  living  at  Dr  Baches,  also  out 
of  employment,  and  I  fear  not  likely  to  get  a  situation 


*Mr.  Albert  G.  Cook,  Caroline  Squibb’s  brother.  Mr.  W.  (William)  Cook  also  a  brother. 
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easily.  Beside  it  seems  he  is  in  debt,  having  like  his 
brother  Albert  lived  much  beyond  his  means.  They 
seem  both  more  fond  of  dress  and  show  than  of  work. 


Sunday  Jany  7,  185  5. 

Pourd  off  and  washed  a  second  time  the  HY¬ 
DRATED  OXIDE  OF  IRON,  the  washings  still  blue 
tinged  and  smelling  strongly  of  ammonia.  Then 
poured  off  and  washed  a  third  time  during  the  day, 
and  finally  poured  the  whole  upon  a  moist  strainer 
and  washed  it  there  till  evening. 

Then  made 

TOLUTANA  TINCTURA 
Tolutanum  o  xij.  .80 

Alcohol  Cj.  .91 


•'  *  (;  t 


'  '  rtXfl 


1.71  21  *4 


Yield  a  gallon. 

Broke  up  the  tolu  and  having  put  it  into  the  jug 
poured  the  alcohol  upon  it,  and  set  it  in  a  warm  place 
to  digest. 

Then  put  the  IODIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  from 
the  last  basin,  onto  the  steam  Kettle  cover  with  the 
rest  to  dry. 

Then  finished  putting  the  windows  or  watch  hole 
glasses  in  the  CHLOROFORM  APPARATUS  hav¬ 
ing  cut  and  ground  the  glasses,  and  put  them  in  last 
evening.  Then  came  here  and  wrote  till  nearly  din¬ 
ner  time,  paying  Bills  &c. 

Also  read  an  article  by  Prof.  Proctor  on  the  *  *  *  * 

After  dinner  came  over  and  looked  long  in  vain  for 
an  article  by  Prof  Proctor  on  Hydrocyanic  Acid  in 
the  Journal  of  Pharmacy.  The  managers  of  the  Jour¬ 
nal  have  so  arranged  the  volumes  as  to  completely 
mistify  all  research  by  volumes.  Found  it  finally  by 
means  of  a  hint  attached  to  a  general  index.  One  must 
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mentally  subtract  "six”  from  the  number  of  the  vol¬ 
ume  quoted  in  order  to  find  the  article  quoted  by  the 
volumes  as  number  on  the  back  and  title  of  the  book! ! 

Then  passed  most  of  the  afternoon  in  making  test 
solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  in  testing  the 
strength  of  the  HYDROCYANIC  ACID  on  hand. 
Found  this  to  be  much  weaker  than  the  officinal  100 
grains  only  saturating  about  12  grains  of  nitrate  of 
silver.  The  acid  although  very  carefully  kept,  must 
have  become  weaker,  or  there  must  have  been  some 
mistake  in  diluting  it  when  made.  This  testing  was 
the  first  operation  undertaken  in  my  new  room. 

This  acid  being  thus  too  weak,  I  must  make  some 
strong  acid  and  add  to  it,  to  bring  it  up.  Therefore 
prepared  a  small  retort  and  a  receiver  for  the  small 
Liebig,  and  got  out  the  formula 

ACIDUM  HYDROCYAN:  DILUT : 


Potassae  Ferrocyanuret:  Sss 

dissolved  in  Aquae  Dest:  f  Siiss 

Acid:  Sulph:  3iij. 

Aquae  Dest:  f  3j. 


Yield  f  oiiss.  strong  acid. 

Set  the  Ferrocyanuret  and  water  aside  to  dissolve 
during  the  night.  Mixed  the  Acid  and  water,  and  set 
that  aside  also. 

Then  got  down  the  stands,  and  set  up  the  apparatus 
ready  to  start  in  the  morning,  putting  f  distilled 
water  in  the  receiver,  a  flask  fitted  over  the  end  of  the 
liebig. 

This  occupied  me  till  some  time  after  dark. 

Clarke  went  out  on  liberty  last  evening,  to  go  to 
the  theater  and  I  suspect  came  home  "tight”  He  says 
he  drank  "nothing  but  ale”,  and  came  home  in  the  last 
car  at  12.  Lafferty  says  he  came  in  very  drunk  at  3 
A.  M.  He  came  to  me  before  dinner,  when  I  could  see 
that  he  had  been  drinking,  and  wanted  to  go  out  again 
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this  afternoon  for  an  hour  or  two.  After  a  long  talk 
with  him  upon  the  subject  of  his  almost  *  *  *  *  fault, 
and  allowed  him  to  go,  but  told  him  if  he  came  back 
drunk,  after  all  my  efforts,  and  all  this  talking  I  would 
then  conclude  that  he  did  it  in  wilful  disregard  of 
every  thing,  and  that  then  he  must  go  on  board  ship. 

He  came  in  about  7,  as  Lafferty  says,  very  drunk. 

After  tea  and  playing  with  Shang  awhile  I  passed 
the  evening  with  the  Scientific  American  and  Punch. 

Monday  Jany  8,  185  5. 

On  coming  over  found  Clarke  had  not  been  here 
and  Mr  Derry  told  me  he  had  seen  him, — that  he  felt 
very  badly  and  wanted  some  brandy.  This  I  paid  no 
attention  to,  and  during  the  forenoon  Clarke  came 
over,  looking  badly  enough.  He  wanted  to  be  sent  on 
board  ship  at  once  but  I  told  him  no,  not  till  Wednes¬ 
day,  when  he  would  have  had  time  to  regain  his  sober 
senses,  and  then,  if  ever,  could  take  care  of  himself 
and  his  money. 

Found  yesterday  that  we  are  very  nearly  out  of 
Chloroform  and  extract  of  Belladonna,  among  other 
things,  and  that  I  must  hurry  along  some  of  the  mat¬ 
ters  on  hand. 

First  however  I  started  the  process  for  HYDRO¬ 
CYANIC  ACID  for  the  Naval  Asylum.  The  process 
went  on  very  well  now  as  before  without  the  sand 
bath,  but  there  was  much  bumping,  and  the  heat  re¬ 
quired  nice  regulation.  I  did  this  in  my  room  and 
found  the  new  contrivances  to  answer  admirably. 
The  process  was  not  more  than  half  an  hour  from 
first  to  last  and  I  obtained  nearly  2  l/z  ounces  of  strong 
acid  which  I  at  once  added  to  that  in  the  large  bottle 
to  bring  it  up  to  the  standard.  Then  had  the  most 
troublesome  as  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  process, 
the  testing  the  strength.  Found  this  still  to  be  a  shade 
below  the  standard.  Thus  if  12.7  grs  nitrate  of  silver 
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saturate  100  grs  off.  acid  12.75  grs  (the  nearest  I 
could  weigh)  should  saturate  104  grs.  It  however 
saturated  105  grs  of  my  acid,  and  at  this  strength  I 
put  it  up,  except  that  I  allowed  a  couple  of  drops  of 
the  strong  acid  that  remained  in  the  condenser  to  fall 
into  the  4  oz  bottle  for  the  asylum.  Put  this  up,  and 
cut  off  and  fitted  the  plaster  can  to  hold  the  bottle, 
and  envelloped  and  labeled  it  all  carefully. 

Then  went  to  work  at  the  now  dry  IODIDE  OF 
POTASSIUM  in  the  steam  kettle.  Rubbed  it  all  up 
in  the  mortar,  it  being  a  very  pretty  white  saline  pow¬ 
der  and  then  got  out  bottles  that  would  hold  the  quan¬ 
tities  required.  When  it  was  rubbed  up,  put  it  back 
into  the  steam  kettle  for  a  couple  of  hours,  and  then 
had  Mr  Derry  and  James  down  after  dark  to  assist  in 
putting  it  up.  We  put  up. 

in  one  lb  bottles  (large  hf  lbs)  8  lbs 

Calomel  "  y2  lb  each  13  " 

"  4  oz  W.  M.  "  "  2  " 

"  2  "  "  "  4  oz  each  17  " 

"  2  "  S.  M.  *  *  *  *  4  oz  each  %  " 

Shop  bottle  for  *  *  *  *  Bottles  4  " 

Heavy  larger  crystals  6 

Colored  "  Bottle  to  be  fused  again  put  aside  9% 

Total.  60i/2 

Of  this  about  6  lbs  was  old  stock, — say  6  %  lbs,  and 
there  has  been  altogether  I  should  think  a  loss  of  some 
2  or  3  lbs.  The  yield  should  have  been  say  57  lbs,  even 
of  *  *  *  *  dry,  for  all  this  put  up  is  much  drier  than 
any  I  have  ever  seen 


RESUME 


Iodine 

46%  lbs. 

327.25 

Potassae  Carb: 

373%  « 

4.53 

Lime  from  N.  Yard, 

cost  nothing 

Carb:  Ligni  Pulv:  7  lbs 

.28 

Fuel 

4.00 

Distilled  Water 

1.00 
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Strainers 

Barrel 


.75 

.75 


54)  338.56  (6.27 
324 


145 

108 


376 

378 


At  intervals  during  the  day  I  had  to  clean  up  a  great 
many  utensils  that  had  been  used  during  the  day  or 
two  past,  and  many  little  matters  beside.  Also  washed 
the  HYDRATED  OXIDE  OF  IRON  on  the  strainer 
several  times  during  the  day. 

In  the  afternoon  Dr  B.  sent  home  some  glacial  acetic 
acid  bought  from  Mr  Kent,  and  from  it  I  made,  for 
the  Asylum  requisition 

ACID:  ACETICUM  FORTE.  Dublin  Pharn. 

Acid:  Acetic:  Glaciale  f  o  v. 

Aquae  Destil:  f  3  iv. 

Yield  9  oz  put  up  and  sent  as  8  ounces. 

This  left  about  an  ounce  of  the  glacial  acid,  which 
I  keep. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  hard  at  the  mercurial  mill  all 
day. 

Mr  Derry  and  James  finishing  the  Norfolk  &  Phila 
requisitions  and  commencing  those  for  the  Ohio  &c. 

Robert  went  to  town, — and  carried  the  packing 
boxes  into  the  garret. 

Mr  Buckley  worked  only  *4  of  a  day,  mending  fur¬ 
niture.  Told  me  that  he  had  a  cane  seat  chair  to  mend 
that  would  take  him  all  of  a  day,  and  that  the  chair 
would  not  be  worth  50  cents  when  done,  and  had 
never  cost  a  dollar  when  new. 
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Did  not  get  over  to  tea  till  near  8  oclock.  After  tea 
read  to  Caroline  as  usual,  commencing  the  2d  volume 
of  Miss  Bremers  "Homes”. 

Tuesday  Jany  9,  185  5. 

When  I  came  over  first,  washed  all  the  pans  &c 
that  had  been  used  with  the  IODIDE  OF  POTAS¬ 
SIUM,  and  put  all  with  the  residue  of  the  mother 
liquor  into  a  basin  over  the  gas  flame  and  evaporated 
it  to  dryness.  It  was  quite  dark  coloured  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  having  some  of  it  been  soaked  out  from  the 
brown  paper  used  in  drying  it.  This  residue  to  be  fused 
over  again  now  weighs  altogether  9%  lbs. 

This  finishes  the  Iodide  process  for  the  present  at 
least. 

Then  cleaned  out  the  kettle  and  the  drying  stage, 
and  put  the  ALUMEN  in  to  dry,  and  having  turned 
on  a  very  little  steam  let  it  be  for  the  night. 

The  HYDRATED  OXIDE  OF  IRON  was  washed 
sedulously  all  day,  as  fast  as  the  water  would  drain 
from  it. 

Mr  Inspector  Boggs  sent  up  this  morning,  to  be 
tested,  it  being  pure  Indigo  Blue,  a  sample  of 

BLUE  FLANNEL. 

This  I  first  boiled  in  distilled  water,  to  which  it 
communicated  a  purpleish  pink  color.  I  next  boiled 
in  dilute  solution  of  potassa,  which  finally  dissolved 
the  wool,  but  neither  afforded  the  blue  color  of  the 
fibre  that  was  not  dissolved.  The  potassa  solution  was 
a  thick  redish  dirty  color.  I  then  tried  the  three  acids 
SO.3  NOs  HCl.  The  NCL  changed  the  color  to  a  good 
orange  yellow  color,  but  did  not  act  very  promptly. 
The  other  acids  produced  no  change  of  color.  Then 
brought  some  pieces  in  a  platina  spoon,  and  heated  the 
residue  to  whiteness  in  the  blow  pipe  flame  until  only 
a  few  dark  spots  were  left  upon  the  metal,  and  these 
very  small.  Then  put  a  few  drops  of  diluted  SOa  into 
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the  spoon  and  evaporated  to  dryness.  Then  added  dis¬ 
tilled  water,  and  a  small  fragment  of  Ferrocyanuret 
of  Potassium.  This  gave  a  perceptible  green  color,  and 
the  iron  thus  indicated  was  in  too  small  quantity  to 
have  come  from  a  Prussia te  dye.  Thus  I  concluded 
that  the  flannel  was  of  an  Indigo  blue  dye,  but  that 
after  the  yarn  had  been  vat  dyed  and  woven  it  had 
been  brightened  or  dyed  in  the  piece  with  a  woad 
or  Logwood  dye, — and  made  a  memorandum  to  this 
effect  to  be  sent  back  to  Mr  Boggs.  I  do  not  feel  much 
confidence  in  this  examination  or  this  opinion  as  I 
have  not  had  experience  enough  in  this  line  of  exam¬ 
ination,  and  have  no  authorities  to  refer  to  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  except  Ures  Dictionary.  This  examination  occu¬ 
pied  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

Filled  up  all  the  intervals  of  the  day  in  preparing 
the  CHLOROFORM  APPARATUS,  driving  the 
hoops  of  the  barrels  and  getting  out  pipe  for  the  steam 
connections,  making  the  joint  with  the  worm,  and 
then  filling  the  whole  with  water  to  tighten  the  bar¬ 
rels. 

Mr  Watson  at  work  at  the  mill  alterations.  In  the 
evening  cut  threads  on  the  pieces  of  pipe  for  the  steam 
fittings  of  the  Chloroform  apparatus. 

Mr  Derry  putting  up  requisition  for  the  Boston 
Navy  Yard  and  receiving  ship. 

James  putting  up  magnesia  and  assisting  me  below, 
washing  up  apparatus.  In  this  he  broke  one  of  the 
large  flasks. 

Clarke  carried  up  the  P.  Flaxseed  and  Epsom  salts, 
washed  bottles  &c.  but  did  not  do  much. 

Mr  Buckley  made  a  stand  for  the  New  Condenser, 
and  commenced  to  make  a  little  closet  or  locker  in  my 
room  for  the  distilled  water  bottle. 

Kirk  the  painter  came  round  and  got  his  money  for 
the  varnishing  splints. 

In  the  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  Uncle  J.  H. 
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Squibb  enclosing  an  account  of  the  settlement  of 
grandmothers  estate,  and  a  draft  for  my  half  of 
fathers  fifth  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
Shipley  Street  property. 

36 

This  draft  for  87 — dollars  I  deposited  in  bank  by 

100 

the  messenger;  and  wrote  then  to  uncle  J.  H.  S. 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  money  and  thanking 
him  for  his  attention.  Sent  by  the  messenger  to  buy 
me  two  tickets  to  the  Grisi  and  Mario  concert  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Poor,  on  thursday. 

Did  not  get  over  to  tea  till  near  8  oclock,  and  after¬ 
ward  read  to  Caroline  till  near  10  oclock  when  I  went, 
very  tired  to  bed. 

Wednesday  Jany  10,  18  5  5. 

When  I  first  came  over,  had  a  talk  with  Clarke  and 
found  him  very  anxious  to  stay  here  his  time  out,  and 
willing  to  remain  shut  up,  without  any  liberty  at  all 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time.  I  therefore  con¬ 
sented  that  he  should  stay,  and  went  over  to  tell  Dr 
Mayo  not  to  discharge  him.  An  hour  after,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  talk,  he  came  up  stairs  where  I  was, 
so  drunk  he  could  hardly  stand.  I  then  took  him  and 
put  him  in  the  cells  where  he  will  remain  for  the  pres¬ 
ent.  How  he  got  the  liquor  I  cannot  find  out. 

Then  went  up  stairs  with  Mr  Buckley  to  get  the 
size  for  the  new  model  INSTRUMENT  CASE,  and 
selected  the  instruments  for  it. 

Then  set  James  to  rub  up  the  ALUMEN  now  dry 
in  the  steam  kettle.  When  finished  it  alltogether 
weighed  18  lbs, — from  30.  The  remainder  was  lost  in 
the  breaking  of  the  filter.  This  finishes  the  process  for 
ALUMEN. 

Then  rubbed  up  the  SULPHATE  OF  COPPER. 
Got  it  so  dry  as  to  be  rather  lighter  in  color  than  it 


600 


should,  yet  very  nice.  There  was  just  4  lbs  of  it,  which 
with  the  great  loss  from  accident  &c  would  make  the 
whole  yield  at  least  4J4  lbs.  This  finishes  the  sulphate 
of  copper  process. 

Then  completed  the  steam  fittings  of  the  CHLO¬ 
ROFORM  APPARATUS,  and  tried  the  steam  on  it 
to  tighten  the  barrel  &c.  Then  got  out  the  mixing  tub, 
and  having  had  it  cleaned  I  took  it  to  the  shop  and  re¬ 
paired  it,  putting  on  a  leaden  spout  or  lip.  Then  made 
a  drawing  off  it  by  cutting  down  the  old  half  barrel 
used  for  a  water  Bath.  Put  handles  to  both  these  tubs, 
and  have  them  now  all  ready. 

Washing  the  HYDRATED  OXIDE  OF  IRON  all 
day  sedulously  with  distilled  water,  and  yet  at  eve¬ 
ning  it  gave  a  faint  cloudiness  with  the  test. 

Then  got  out  a  formula  for 

ACIDUM  SULPHUR:  AROMAT. 


Ginger 

o  iv.  =  4*4  oz 

.07 

Cinnamon 

5  vj.  —  7  " 

.13 

Alcohol 

O  ivss.  — 

61 

To  make  4  pints  of  tincture. 

Acid:  Sulph: 

f  o  xiv.  — 

.07 

Alcohol 

O  iv. 

.46 

Yield  9  pints 

1.34 

moistened  the  spices  in  coarse  powder  and  introduced 
them  into  a  percolator  and  then  poured  on  the  alcohol 
in  an  inverted  bottle,  and  left  it  corked  up  for  the 
night  to  be  started  slowly  in  the  morning. 

Then  prepared  some  materials  in  a  large  flask,  for 
purifying  some  crude  Sulphate  of  Iron,  and  had  it  all 
ready  for  the  Sand  Bath  tomorrow  morning,  follow¬ 
ing  the  London  process. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  work  at  the  mill. 

Mr  Derry  at  the  requisitions  for  hospitals  and  sta¬ 
tions. 
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James  assisting  me  down  stairs. 

Robert  went  to  town,  and  did  some  little  matters. 

Mr  Buckley  finished  my  distilled  water  stand,  and 
then  commenced  at  the  new  model  Instrument  case. 

After  late  tea,  and  a  romp  with  Shang,  read  to  Caro¬ 
line  as  usual  till  1 0  oclock,  and  then  went  to  bed  feel¬ 
ing  the  worse  for  having  eaten  an  inordinate  quantity 
of  Mince  Pie  for  dinner,  Ellen  having  just  made  a  crop 
for  the  season. 

Thursday  Jany  11,  18  5  5. 

James  made  a  fire  under  the  sand  bath  early  and 
when  I  came  over  set  on  the  flask  with  the  crude  Sul¬ 
phate  of  Iron.  After  it  had  boiled,  in  moving  it  onto 
a  cooler  place,  there  happened  to  be  a  stone  in  the  sand 
and  it  went  through  the  bottom  of  the  flask,  and  the 
whole  was  lost.  A  lesson  never  to  use  sand  that  has  not 
been  carefully  sifted.  Dr  Mayo  had  taken  some  of 
mine,  and  sent  back  crude  unwashed  unsifted  sand 
which,  in  the  hurry  I  used  with  such  a  result. 

Then  had  to  examine  Dr  Baches  throat  and  mouth, 
which  are  still  in  a  bad  condition.  Applied  strong  Sol. 
Nitrate  of  Silver. 

Then  gave  the  HYDRATED  OXIDE  OF  IRON  a 
final  washing,  and  finding  it  now  free  from  sulphates 
proceeded  to  make  from  it. 

FERRI  CITRAS. 

Acid:  Citric:  dirty  refuse  o  ix  ^  iss.  =  10  oz. 

Hydrated  oxide  of  Iron  the  whole 

Yield. 

Dissolved  the  acid  in  8  ounces  of  distilled  water  and 
filtered  the  solution.  Then  heated  this  to  150°  and 
kept  it  at  this  temperature,  about,  nearly  all  day, 
adding  the  magma  of  the  oxide  by  the  spoonful  from 
time  to  time,  putting  the  last  in  about  3  p.  m.  This  was 
stirred  frequently  through  the  day  and  then  left  on 
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the  water  bath  all  night,  a  little  steam  being  allowed 
to  leak  into  the  worm  to  keep  up  the  temperature. 

James  then  strained  off  and  squeezed  out  the  ACID 
SCILLAE,  leaving  the  portion  squeezed  out  to  drop 
through  the  strainer  during  the  night. 

Then  got  out  a  formula  for  making 

TINCTURA  FERRI  CHLORIDI 


Ferri  subcarb: 

lb  ij=:l  lb 

N 

O 

o 

.22 

Acid:  Muriat:  s.  g.  1.162 

Oiv— 5  " 

12  07. 

.23 

Alcohol 

(Ox  ij) 

1.37 

Yield  16  pints  1.82 

Mixed  the  acid  and  subcarbonate,  and  when  effer¬ 
vescence  had  ceased  set  the  basin  in  a  warm  place  on 
the  sand  Bath,  and  stirred  it  occasionally  throughout 
the  day,  allowing  it  to  remain  there  over  night. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  work  at  the  mercurial  Mill. 

Mr  Derry  putting  up  the  requisition  for  the  Out¬ 
fit  of  the  Steamer  Corwin,  and  packing  up  the  last 
of  the  requisition  for  Stations. 

James  assisting  me  down  stairs. 

Robert  washing  furniture  glass  from  the  packing 
room  at  which  James  assisted  him. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  Instrument  Chest. 

Today  Dr  B.  received  the  requisition  for  the  outfit 
of  the  Jamestown,  Dr  Clymer. 

About  quarter  past  4  p.  m.  I  stopped  work  and 
went  over  to  get  my  tea  and  prepare  to  go  to  the  Grisi 
&  Mario  concert.  Caroline  and  I  reached  the  Acamedy 
of  Music  about  3  minutes  past  6,  and  just  in  time  to 
select  a  seat  in  the  middle  of  the  parquette,  the  best 
place  in  the  house.  Ten  minutes  later  the  lower  part  of 
the  house  seemed  full  although  the  concert  did  not 
commence  till  half  past  7.  It  was  an  excellent  concert, 
and  we  enjoyed  it  much.  Grisi  was  very  much  "fa¬ 
tigued”  and  did  her  part  execrably  I  should  have  sup¬ 
posed  her  "drunk”  if  she  were  not  a  woman. 
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We  were  to  bring  Mrs  Bache  home  after  the  con¬ 
cert,  and  did  so.  She  went  with  Mr  Bioli  &  co  from 
Barclay  Street,  and  then  came  down  and  found  us  to 
make  arrangements  for  her.  After  concert  we  rode 
down  as  far  as  Taylors  with  the  party,  after  having 
waited  half  an  hour  for  their  Astor  House  Coach, 
which  was  to  have  taken  us  to  the  ferry.  We  however 
took  stage  thence  to  the  ferry  and  home  before  12. 

It  was  the  first  time  I  had  seen  the  Academy  of 
Music  and  I  enjoyed  the  evening  very  much,  without 
consoling  myself  with  the  special  righteousness  of 
having  given  four  dollars  self  sacrificingly  to  the 
poor. 

Friday  January  12,  185  5. 

When  I  came  over  first  I  diluted  and  heated  up  the 
solution  of  CITRATE  OF  IRON.  This  had  been  kept 
warm  all  night,  and  had  evaporated  down  one  half  and 
yet  the  solution  was  thick  with  oxide  of  Iron  though 
still  strongly  acid, — A  red  muddy  looking  mixture.  I 
heated  it  up  to  boiling  over  the  gas  flame,  and  then 
threw  the  whole  on  a  strainer.  This  became  clogged 
very  soon  and  although  I  started  a  filter  also  with  it, 
the  day  was  gone  long  before  it  was  all  through.  There 
is  a  screw  loose  somewhere.  The  oxide  in  washing  had 
absorbed  so  much  C02  as  to  effervesce  when  added 
to  the  acid, — and  it  appears  now  that  there  are  many 
ounces  of  it  undssolved.  Shall  never  wash  this  oxide 
again  on  a  strainer. 

Then  tried  in  vain  to  get  the  solution  for  TINC¬ 
TURE  OF  CHLORIDE  OF  IRON  to  go  through 
a  strainer,  but  some  black  powder  with  which  it  is 
charged  soon  clogged  the  strainer  and  it  stopped.  Then 
diluted  it  with  one  gallon  of  the  alcohol,  cleared  the 
strainer,  allowed  the  tincture  to  settle,  and  began 
afresh.  In  this  way  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  two 
pints  through  during  the  day.  The  best  method  for 
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this  preparation  would  be,  I  think,  to  put  the  whole 
now  into  the  demijohn  and  let  it  stand  for  a  month 
and  then  filter  off.  If  I  do  not  succeed  better  tomor¬ 
row,  think  I  shall  adopt  this  course. 

The  tincture  for  AROMATIC  SULPHURIC 
ACID  is  still  going  slowly  through  the  percolator. 

Wrote  a  note  to  Mr  Boggs  by  his  messenger,  about 
the  Blue  Flannel,  and  asked  him  to  send  up  samples 
for  *  *  *  *  . 

The  acetum  scillae  having  then  all  passed  the 
strainer,  got  out  a  formula  for  and  made 

SCILLAE  SYRUPUS. 

Scillae  Acetum  from  last  process.  5  1/8  pints 

stock  bottle  3 

Sugar  lbs  xvj  o  iv. 

Yield  20^2  lbs  put  up  in  bottles. 

This  I  made  carefully  and  from  time  to  time  added 
distilled  water  to  supply  loss  by  evaporation.  Sus¬ 
pended  the  felt  filter  in  the  large  steam  kettle,  filtered 
into  pitchers  keeping  the  whole  enveloped  in  vapor 
from  water  rapidly  boiling  in  the  kettle  during  the 
straining.  When  the  syrup  was  mixed  and  cooled,  I 
cooled  a  portion  down  to  65°  when  I  found  its  s.  g. 
to  be  1.331.  It  marked  at  the  same  time  about  67  per 
cent  on  the  saccharometer.  This  syrup  is  therefore  too 
dense  judging  by  the  U.  S.  P  standard. 

Having  a  good  opportunity  now  to  calculate  the 
yield  and  cost  of  this  preparation  practically  I  make 
here  a 


RESUME 

Scillae 

o  xvj.  = 

=  1  1/8  lbs  16c 

.18 

Acid: 

Acetic 

Oj. 

1  pint.  1  5  c 

.15 

Aquae 

Dest: 

Ovij 

7  " 

.07 

Yields  5  1/8  pints.  8  cts  pt.  40 
From  20l/z  lbs  of  syrup  take  7/z  lbs 
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leaves  13  lbs  as  the  yield  from  the  above 
5  1/8  pints. 

Sugar  lbs  x.  *  iv.=8  /i  lbs.  9  77 

Fuel  .30 


13)  147 (  ll/z 
13 

17 

13 

4 

By  evening  this  process  was  finished  and  the  syrup 
bottled  and  cooked.  Before  it  was  finished  however 
first  Mr  Walke  came  in  and  after  him  Dr  Chase,  to  see 
about  my  new  gas  burner  as  he  wants  to  get  one  like  it. 

As  soon  as  these  were  gone  I  set  up  the  apparatus, 
and  got  out  the  formula  for  SPIRIT  OF  NITRIC 
ETHER.  Then  put  the  alcohol  and  nitrate  into  the 
retort  to  stand  over  night,  weighed  out  the  acid  and 
had  it  ready  for  James  to  pour  in,  and  start  the  diges¬ 
tion  early. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  the  mere.  mill.  This  evening  he 
tightened  a  troublesome  coupling  upon  the  Chloro¬ 
form  App. 

Mr  Derry  finished  the  Corwins  requisition,  and 
commenced  that  of  the  Jamestown. 

James  assisted  me  down  stairs. 

Robert  went  to  town  to  ship  boxes,  and  took  the 
new  condenser  to  be  Jappanned.  Brought  home  my 
Blank  Journals  from  Collins  &  Browne.  Washing 
furniture  glass  part  of  the  day. 

Mr  Buckley  at  the  Instrument  Chest  all  day. 

When  I  went  over  before  tea  to  show  Dr  Chase  my 
gas  burner,  found  Sallie,  (here  to  dine)  not  gone  yet, 
and  she  and  Mrs  Bache,  and  William  Cook  all  with 
Caroline  in  the  parlour,  and  having  a  war  talk.  It 
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really  seems  as  if  Mrs  B.  could  not  live  in  peace,  al¬ 
though  she  gets  no  opportunity  of  quarrelling  or  say¬ 
ing  hard  things  without  leaving  her  own  house  to 
meet  her  sisters.  And  now  that  Mr  Bill  is  living  upon 
them,  out  of  a  place,  he  must  take  up  the  occupation 
of  trumpeter  to  her,  and  take  upon  himself  the  say¬ 
ing  of  hard  things  to  my  wife  and  Sallie  in  my  house! ! 
Dr  King  the  cause  of  the  war. 

After  tea  read  to  Caroline,  as  usual  till  bed  time. 

Saturday  Jany  13,  18  5  5. 


AETHERIS  NITRICI  SPIRITUS. 

itf'ic  (  en-ircpr  r\r*Trrrl<*t- \  1  nc  i \r  —  A  \L 


Potassae  Nitras  (coarser  powder) 

lbs  iv. 

—  4^4  lbs. 

.46 

Alcohol 

Oxxiv. 

=  3  gall. 

2.73 

digested  over  night 

Acid.  Sulph:  s.  g.  1 

.84S 

lbs  iij.  ; 

%  ix.=3  Ys  lbs 

.11 

Added  this  morning  and  digested  2  x/ 

2  hours  at  110° 

Alcohol 

Oj.  f  5 

iv. 

.14 

Potassae  Carb: 

7)  hss 

.03 

Fuel 

50 

3.97 

Yield  2  *4  galls,  or 

17  lbs  put  up 

in  full 

bottles.  23  1/3 

cts.  lb 

f  oxx. 

James  had  raised  the  temperature  of  the  water  bath 
in  *  *  *  *  retort,  to  110°  and  had  added  the  acid  at 
7/2  a.  m.  At  half  past  *  *  *  *  to  raise  the  heat  and  at 
10  distillation  commenced.  By  2  p.  m.  2  /z  gallons 
had  run  over,  and  the  run  then  gave  no  perceptible 
yield  with  Sol.  K  O.  but  on  shaking  the  solutions  to¬ 
gether  much  *  *  *  *  occurred.  Slight  yellow  nitrous 
acid  tinge  in  the  retort, —  *  *  *  *  extricated  from 
the  retort,  and  escaping  with  force  through  the  *  *  *  * 
adapter.  This  excape  of  gas  occurs  about  the  time 
when  the  2  /z  galls,  have  come  over,  and  before  any 
marked  yellowness  is  produced  in  the  distillate.  Am 
inclined  to  think  it  the  best  indication  of  the  new  re¬ 
actions  where  the  process  should  be  arrested.  The 
distillation  now  goes  on  more  rapidly  even  though  the 
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heat  of  the  water  bath  should  be  checked.  The  distil¬ 
late  gives  an  increasing  degree  of  yellowness  with  the 
sol.  KO,  and  the  retort  becomes  filled  with  ruddy 
nitrous  fumes.  The  pungent  aldehyd  escapes  into  the 
room  and  painfully  affects  the  eyes  and  nose,  becom¬ 
ing  in  time  almost  suffocating.  At  this  point  I  checked 
the  distillation  pouring  cold  water  round  the  retort. 
As  the  latter  part  of  this  first  distillation  alone  yields 
much  Hyponitrous  ether,  it  must  be  important  to 
the  strength  of  the  preparation  to  conduct  it  with  ac¬ 
curacy,  and  yet  this  may  be  difficult  and  uncertain 
if  any  of  the  reactions  are  accellerated  or  delayed  as 
they  seem  liable  to  be  by  trifling  accidents  that  would 
escape  ordinary  attention. 

The  last  portions  of  this  distillate  have  an  odor  of 
H  Cy,  but  the  finished  spirit  of  nitre  gives  no  precipi¬ 
tate  AgO,NC>5.  Am  inclined  to  think  this  process  did 
better  from  having  had  the  KO.NOs,  in  coarser 
powder  the  desired  reactions  seem  to  proceed  more 
equably  particularly  toward  the  end  of  the  distilla¬ 
tion.  When  the  powder  is  fine  there  occurs  some  time 
toward  the  end,  when  the  reaction  becomes  more  vio¬ 
lent,  from  the  concentration  of  materials,  but  of  this 
the  coarser  powder  does  not  readily  admit.  There  al¬ 
ways  seems  to  be  much  of  the  nitrate  undissolved  at 
the  end  of  the  desired  reactions.  These  matters  I 
should  much  like  to  experiment  upon. 

Then  took  down,  emptied  and  cleansed  the  ap¬ 
paratus,  set  it  up  again,  charged  the  retort  and  redis¬ 
tilled  the  whole  from  the  K0,C02.  Mixed  the 
K0,C02,  with  the  spirit  as  it  came  over  the  first  time 
and  allowed  the  mixture  thus  to  stand  some  time  be¬ 
fore  the  second  distillation  with  occasional  shaking. 
In  testing  the  final  part  of  the  first  distillation  with 
the  weak  sol.  KO,  I  had  emptied  the  test  tube  into  the 
demijohn  of  spirit  up  to  the  time  when  the  2/z  galls 
had  been  received.  Thus  beside  the  carbonate  there 
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was  a  little  free  Potassa  added,  and  this  probably  after 
the  carbonate  had  neutralized  whatever  of  acid  that 
had  come  over.  On  heating  up  the  whole  *  *  *  *  re¬ 
tort  for  the  final  distillation  it  became  amber  colored 
and  yellowish  brown,  and  as  the  distillation  proceeded 
this  color  remained  till  the  close,  while  the  distillate 
came  over  as  usual  *  *  *  *  and  heavy  for  the  first  two 
or  three  pints,  and  then  lighter  and  *  *  *  *  and  more 
greenish  in  tinge  till  the  last  gallon,  which  is  quite 
colorless.  The  second  distillation  was  finished  by  6 
p.  m.  and  the  whole  product  shaken  together  and  left 
to  stand  over  night,  but  as  the  examination  of  it  comes 
in  properly  here  I  set  it  down  here,  in  connexion.  Color 
marked  greenish  yellow,  pale.  S.  g.  .845  ^4  or  .846. 
Gives  no  change  with  Sol.  KO.  except  that  some  small 
bubbles  of  gas  excape.  With  its  volume  (about)  of 
S.O?,  it  changes  rapidly  from  pale  yellow  to  very  deep 
brown,  almost  black,  in  a  few  minutes.  No  acid  reac¬ 
tion  on  litmus  paper  at  first, — but  in  a  few  minutes 
reddens  it,  from  becoming  acid  in  the  air  while  moist. 
Although  it  has  a  peach  kernel  odor  faintly,  yet  gives 
no  reaction  with  NO,-,.  There  is  a  little  pungency  about 
the  odor,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  that  of  aldehyd. 
See  14th.  Turned  yellow  in  3  hours. 

At  intervals  during  the  day,  finished  and  sent  up 
the  AROMATIC  SULPHURIC  ACID,  and  also  the 
TINCTURE  OF  CHLORIDE  OF  IRON.  This  lat¬ 
ter  preparation  I  had  to  pour  off  and  mix,  as  I  was 
quite  unable  to  strain  it  in  any  reasonable  time.  There 
was  moreover  a  very  large  residue  of  the  Iron,  say 
half  a  pound  at  least.  It  is  not  a  satisfactory  prepara¬ 
tion, — and  one  that  requires  enquiry. 

Found  on  examination  that  much  of  the  CITRATE 
OF  IRON  had  been  precipitated  from  the  solution 
because  of  its  sparing  solubility,  and  had  been  mis¬ 
taken  by  me  for  undissolved  oxide.  Thus  by  twice 
boiling  up  with  fresh  portions  of  distilled  water  I  ob- 
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tained  a  high  colored  solution  of  citrate,  and  much 
diminished  the  amount  of  residue.  The  solutions  how¬ 
ever  pass  through  the  strainer  and  filter  so  slowly  that 
this  twice  treating  with  water  was  all  I  was  able  to  do 
today,  leaving  them  to  run  through  during  the  night. 
Kept  the  filter  filled  up  till  after  9  p.  m.  Also  evapo¬ 
rated  the  filtered  solution  down  very  materially  al¬ 
lowing  it  to  go  on  slowly  all  afternoon  and  evening.  It 
is  a  very  tedious  process  this,  and  might  I  think  be 
much  shortened  by  having  plenty  of  water  with  the 
oxide,  and  warming  this  to  150°  before  beginning  the 
saturation,  and  then  keeping  the  whole  always  dis¬ 
solved.  In  concentrating  the  solution  the  salt  does  not 
appear  to  be  thrown  down  at  all.  It  seems  only  in  the 
forming  it,  with  so  little  water. 

In  the  evening  filled  the  now  completed  Chloro¬ 
form  *  *  *  *  with  water,  and  had  everything  cleaned 
and  cleared  up  and  out  of  the  way,  so  as  to  be  ready 
for  Chloroform  on  Monday.  Found  that  I  shall  not 
get  through  the  Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinnia  tomor¬ 
row,  and  beside  that  I  have  again  to  examine  the  Blue 
Flannel  for  Mr  Boggs,  and  that  he  may  probably  be 
here  on  Monday.  He  sends  me  up  the  samples  asked 
for  yesterday,  with  questions  about  the  flannel,  in  a 
note.  Also  sent  his  acid  Bottle  to  be  filled. 

Was  occupied  many  times  today  with  the  Instru¬ 
ment  Chest,  and  getting  Dr  Bache  to  say  what  instru¬ 
ments  should  go  in  it.  He  leaves  out  a  great  many  that 
I  should  put  in  and  insists  on  making  several  sizes 
instead  of  one  uniform  Chest  for  all  medical  officers. 

Mr  Watson  still  occupied  with  the  mercurial  mill. 

Mr  Derry  sent  the  Corwins  requisition  on  board, 
and  continued  with  that  of  the  Jamestown. 

James  assisting  me  below,  and  washing  furniture 
glass.  Robert  took  the  Corwins  things  on  board,  and 
swept  out  in  the  afternoon  but  did  little  else  that  I 
know  of  here. 
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Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  Instrument  Chest.  Had 
to  make  an  alteration  in  it  by  cutting  it  down  to  suit 
Dr  Baches  curtailment. 

Dinner  early,  Mary  and  Eliza  going  both  to  the 
funeral  of  their  cousin  in  the  afternoon.  Did  not  get 
over  to  tea  till  after  7  some  time,  and  after  tea  had  a 
small  warfare  with  poor  Shang  because  he  insisted  on 
putting  checker  men  in  his  mouth.  Dr  Mayo  passed 
most  of  the  evening  with  us,  and  after  he  left  I  read 
half  an  hour  or  more  to  Caroline  till  bed  time. 

Sunday  Jany  14,  185  5 

First  examined  and  bottled  the  Spirit  of  Nitric 
ether  made  yesterday,  carrying  it  up  stairs.  On  test¬ 
ing  it  with  sol  K  O.  it  gave  no  yellow  tint  at  all  dur¬ 
ing  the  5  or  10  minutes  that  I  watched  it,  but  on  look¬ 
ing  again  3  hours  later  it  was  of  a  decided  straw  color. 

Then  came  here  and  wrote  up  yesterdays  notes. 
Got  out  many  prices  for  Dr  Bache,  and  was  detained 
by  him  talking  till  almost  dinner  time.  Before  this 
however  I  had  gone  down  and  boiled  up  the  residue  of 
the  CITRATE  OF  IRON  with  *  *  *  *  portion  of  dis¬ 
tilled  water  and  threw  it  upon  the  strainers.  It  went 
so  slowly  however  that  I  abandoned  the  strainer  and 
started  two  new  paper  filters,  and  by  these  was  en¬ 
abled  to  wash  it  a  second  time  to  day.  When  the  last 
was  running  through  the  filters,  I  put  the  strained 
solution  on  the  gas  flame  to  evaporate  and  kept  it 
there  till  evening  pouring  in  from  the  filters  from 
time  to  time.  Found  during  the  afternoon  that  a  con¬ 
siderable  incrustation  had  formed  on  the  bottom  of 
the  basin  over  the  flame.  This  bumped  so  that  I  was 
obliged  to  pour  it  off  into  another  basin.  What  this  in¬ 
crustation  is  I  cannot  now  tell. 

After  dinner  went  to  work  examining  Mr  Boggs 
BLUE  FLANNEL  again,  and  was  at  it  busily  till  after 
dark,  but  without  coming  to  a  final  determination. 
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Rather  inclined  to  believe  I  made  a  mistake  the  last 
time  I  examined  it.  First  boiled  10  grs  of  the  flannel, 
and  10  of  the  sample  government  flannel  in  2  ounces 
dist.  water.  The  first  gave  a  strongly  pink  tinge,  the 
other  yellowish  very  pale.  Repeated  the  boiling  of  the 
offered  flannel  and  saved  the  pink  water.  This  is  turned 
blueish  by  Sol  KO.  showing  it  to  be  a  vegetable  color 
probably  Logwood.  Then  boiled  the  flannel  again  in 
many  waters  till  it  ceased  to  yield  a  color  to  the  water. 
Then  dried  and  tried  nitric  acid,  which  yielded  the 
same  brown  orange  color  as  before.  Then  boiled  a 
fresh  portion  in  alkaline  water,  and  tried  the  solution 
with  FeOjSOs,  and  found  the  olive  precipitate  by  iron. 
Tried  the  acids  on  the  other  samples  of  flannels  also. 

After  tea  and  a  romp  with  Shang,  read  the  Scientific 
American  and  Yankee  Notion  till  bed  time. 

Monday  Jany  15,  18  5  5 

When  I  first  came  over  had  a  talk  with  Clarke  and 
then  with  Dr  Bache,  and  then  with  Dr  Chase  upon 
the  subject  of  Clarke,  leaving  the  latter  to  make  up 
his  mind  whether  he  would  remain  here  upon  my  con¬ 
ditions  or  go  on  board  ship,  by  morning. 

Then  collected  all  the  solution  of  CITRATE  OF 
IRON  together  and  weighed  it  closely.  Found  there 
were  just  fifty  ounces  of  it.  Of  this  I  took  five  ounces 
or  one  tenth  part,  and  putting  it  into  a  small  capsule 
*  *  *  *  steam  kettle  slowly  to  evaporate  to  dryness. 
While  I  *  *  *  *  on  my  return  in  the  evening  weighed 
the  dry  citrate  and  deduced  the  quantity  in  the  whole 
solution.  This  was  *  *  *  *  Then  got  out  the  formula 
for 

QUINIAE  ET  FERRI  CITRAS. 

Solution  of  Citrate  of  Iron  contg  8  /2  ounces. 

Quiniae  Sulphas  o  ii  3ij. 

Ammoniae  Liquor  f  3  viij. 
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Should  yield  of  Precip.  Quinnia  o  1.67 
Yield. 

Precipitated  the  quinia  and  washed  it  on  a  strainer, 
with  distilled  water  till  the  washings  gave  no  prec.  with 
BaCl.  *  *  *  *  This  washing  was  readily  and  rapidly 
done  upon  a  strainer  the  precip.  being  so  light  and 
fine.  Very  different  to  the  oxide  of  Iron.  This  latter, 
I  am  convinced  now  should  be  washed  in  a  jar.  I  at¬ 
tribute  the  difficulty  in  dissolving  the  oxide  to  its  pro¬ 
longed  exposure  during  the  washing.  As  there  must 
be  an  excess  of  citric  acid  in  the  solution  of  the  citrate, 
I  put  magma  of  quinia  to  it  without  adding  any  acid, 
and  by  stirring  soon  dissolved  it.  Then  set  the  basin  in 
the  steam  kettle  and  left  a  little  steam  upon  it  for 
slow  evaporation  during  the  night. 

Then  was  occupied  some  time  with  Mr  Buckley  in 
arranging  the  instruments  to  be  cut  into  the  blocks 
of  the  Instrument  Chest. 

Then  rode  down  to  the  yard,  where  I  was  detained 
an  hour  and  a  half  with  Mr  Boggs  on  the  subject  of 
Blue  Flannel.  I  recalled  my  last  opinion  and  told  him 
that  I  now  thought  the  flannel  was  not  mainly  Indigo 
Blue,  but  that  it  was  a  very  compound  dye. 

Then  went  over  to  town  and  first  to  Folgers  Print¬ 
ing  office  in  John  Street  to  order  the  labels  for  the 
Splint  Boxes  to  be  printed.  Then  to  Lieses  to  get  him 
to  exchange  some  foolish  thermometers  that  Dr  Bache 
had  bought,  graduated  by  scratching  the  glass  stem, 
and  so  as  to  be  almost  invisible  except  in  a  bright 
light  such  as  one  never  has  at  furnaces  or  Water  Baths. 
Then  went  to  the  office  of  the  Scientific  American  to 
ask  what  was  the  best  work  on  dying.  Could  not  get 
the  information  however.  Then  went  up  to  Goebelers 
to  enquire  about  the  analytical  scales,  and  to  get  a 
couple  of  Test  Stands,  and  to  Appletons  to  look  for 
works  on  Dying.  Then  to  Balliere  and  bought  by  Dr 
Baches  authority  Branded  Manual  of  Chemistry,  Reg- 
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nault’s  Chemistry,  and  also  to  look  for  a  work  on  dy¬ 
ing.  Then  back  to  Appletons  again  on  the  same  errand, 
and  as  I  came  down  street  toward  Stewarts  Store  saw 
Dr  Bache  standing  on  the  corner  of  a  street  alone. 
On  looking  at  him  and  speaking  with  him  I  soon 
found  that  he  was  intoxicated.  Also  smelled  liquor 
upon  his  breath.  Once  or  twice  before  of  late,  I  have 
suspected  that  he  had  been  drinking  pretty  freely, 
but  now  it  was  clear  enough.  Although  his  wife  and 
his  friends  give  it  out  on  all  occasions  that  they  are 
(he  and  she)  "teetotal  temperance  people”.  Mrs  B. 
will  not  even  touch  Cherry  bounce  when  offered,  on 
her  husbands  account,  and  yet  she  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  his  drinking,  for  today  even  he  came  home  but  an 
hour  later  than  I  met  him,  and  they  went  out  to¬ 
gether.  Took  a  bundle  of  damaged  velvet  from  him  in 
the  street,  to  bring  home,  and  then  went  to  Stewarts, 
where  I  bought  of  Mr  Letson,  some  handkerchiefs  and 
ordered  stockings.  Then  sought  in  several  Bookstores 
for  the  work  on  dying  but  in  vain.  Stopped  at  Pacalin 
and  ordered  a  pair  of  new  boots  and  old  to  be  soled. 
Then  to  Mr  Milhans  to  buy  Lip  salve  for  Caroline. 
Then  to  an  india  rubber  store  where  I  bought  a  pair 
of  overshoes.  Then  to  Phalons  to  get  my  hair  cut. 
Then  to  Collins  &  Browne  to  buy  an  index  for  my 
Journals,  and  then  home  to  dinner  at  half  past  4. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  the  mere.  mill. 

Mr  Derry  at  the  Jamestowns  requisition  packing  it. 

James  assisting  me  below. 

Robert  went  to  town  in  the  morning,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  assisted  Mr  Derry  afterward. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  %  day  on  the  Instrument 
Chest,  but  my  not  being  here  to  direct  him  was  the 
cause  of  his  losing  the  %  day. 

After  late  tea  went  over  to  see  Sally  and  Charley, 
Caroline  having  passed  the  day  at  Flashes  and  gone 
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to  16th  St  in  the  evening  where  I  met  her.  We  left 
there  about  10,  and  got  home  near  12. 

Tuesday  Jany  16,  1855. 

On  coming  over  in  the  morning  had  first  to  *  *  *  * 
instruments  for  the  trays  of  the  new  case, — to  select 
*  *  *  *  cut  in,  and  to  show  and  direct  Mr  Buckley 
how  to  arrange  them,  all  of  which  occupied  an  hour 
and  a  half,  with  Dr  Bache’s  detention  of  me  to  listen. 

Then  prepared  and  packed  the  Box  of  splints  for 
the  Jamestown  and  packed  in  the  box  a  number  of 
the  small  articles  of  surgical  appliances  and  had  these 
all  ready  except  the  putting  in  of  the  label  and  direc¬ 
tions.  This  occupied  the  balance  of  the  morning  till 
very  near  noon. 

Then  having  every  thing  ready  beforehand,  we 
commenced  making 

CHLOROFORM. 

James  and  Clarke  mixed  the  Chloride  of  Lime  and 
washed  it  and  passed  it  through  the  mosquito  netting 
sieve,  while  I  ran  the  charges  over,  and  washed  the  dis¬ 
tillate. 

The  plan  adopted  was  to  mix  the  20  lbs  of  Chlorin¬ 
ated  Lime  with  4  gallons  of  water,  grinding  up  the 
lumps  and  putting  the  whole  through  a  seive  with 
double  mosquito  netting  bottom.  While  they  did 
this,  I  filled  the  charge  into  the  still,  managed  the 
heat,  received  the  crude  chloroform,  and  washed  it. 
I  commonly  washed  the  five  pints  which  came  over 
first.  Mixing  a  little  water  at  first  to  precipitate  the 
chloroform,  and  then  washing  this  well  with  three 
times  its  bulk  of  water.  These  washings  were  used  as 
so  much  water  in  the  next  succeeding  charge.  After 
the  first  five  pints,  I  commonly  distilled  over  2  or  2  /z 
gallons  more  from  each  charge.  This  also  was  used  as 
water  in  the  next  succeeding  charge,  making  up  the 
amount  of  water  7  or  7^4  gallons,  sometimes  8.  In 
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managing  the  heat  I  very  soon  found  the  utility  of  the 
cold  water  pipe,  and  the  watch  holes  in  the  still,  and 
do  not  see  how  I  ever  got  along  without  them.  The 
Chlorinated  Lime  used  is  a  tierce  recently  purchased 
by  Dr  Bache,  it  is  pulverulent  and  dry,  and  mixes 
easily  with  water,  without  stickiness  or  without  any 
degree  of  setting.  It  is  dusty  and  exceedingly  irritat¬ 
ing  to  the  air  passages  rendering  the  work  quite  dis¬ 
agreeable.  It  has  a  quantity  of  black  particles,  perhaps 
sand,  in  it.  Is  very  well  charged  with  chlorine,  much 
the  best  I  have  ever  seen.  The  chlorine  escaped  from 
the  delivery  pipe  of  the  worm  very  much  this  after¬ 
noon  and  was  exceedingly  uncomfortable.  It  has  given 
me  a  persistent  hard  cough. 

The  alcohol  used  is  of  two  kinds.  Some  8  l/z  gallons 
of  Atwoods  alcohol  I  had  reserved  for  this  purpose, 
and  this  will  be  used  as  far  as  it  will  go.  It  is  reduced 
to  the  off.  standard.  The  remainder  is  some  of  Louns- 
berrys  rumy  odor  alcohol,  also  diluted  to  the  off. 
standard.  When  I  had  collected  the  washed  product  of 
two  or  three  first  charges  (very  green)  into  a  stop¬ 
pered  green  bottle  in  the  window.  The  stopper  was 
exploded  out  with  violence  and  the  crude  chloroform 
began  to  boil  briskly,  and  became  quite  hot.  I  set  the 
bottle  carefully  into  a  basin  of  cold  water,  and  set  the 
whole  out  of  doors,  for  the  chlorine  or  muriatic  fumes 
were  extremely  irritating.  When  the  escape  of  gas 
ceased  the  liquid  was  limpid  and  colorless,  and  had  lost 
bulk  considerably.  Query,  was  this  a  quadri  chloride 
of  formyle?  or  merely  terchloride  holding  chlorine  in 
solution.  Upon  this  piece  of  experience,  I  left  the 
stoppers  out  of  the  bottles  afterward,  and  kept  them 
sitting  out  of  doors.  Managed  to  get  over  seven 
charges  by  night,  working  pretty  late.  The  detail  of 
these  I  leave  for  a  table  at  the  end  of  the  process. 

As  I  proceeded,  every  charge  gave  me  fresh  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  management,  and  he  reduced  the  quantity 
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of  alcohol  during  the  afternoon  from  4  to  3  /z  pints. 
The  first  two  or  three  charges  were  badly  managed, 
from  the  fact  that  it  had  not  occurred  to  me  to  distill 
off  as  long  as  the  taste  of  alcohol  not  "sweet”,  was 
markedly  perceptible.  Beside  this,  there  was  but  little 
washings  for  these  charges.  All  the  product  of  today 
was  but  badly  washed  too.  Found  that  cold  water  let 
into  the  still  through  the  sprinkler,  in  small  quantities, 
and  frequently,  very  much  diminished  the  escape  of 
chlorine  fumes, — and  produced  a  larger,  and  less 
colored  yield.  This  water  is  let  in  at  intervals  during 
the  commencement  and  height  of  the  reactions.  As 
the  barrel  became  hot,  less  and  less  steam  was  required 
to  start  the  reaction,  and  the  more  necessary  the  cold 
dash.  Frequently  when  the  steam  was  stopped  off,  no 
action  whatever  could  be  heard  within  the  still.  Then 
as  the  ear  remained  applied,  small  crepitation  would 
commence,  by  degrees  to  rapid  boiling  and  this  in  a 
few  moments.  Then  water  would  be  needed.  The  steam 
was  rarely  turned  on  more  than  a  minute, — and  the 
sound  in  the  still  was  *  *  *  *  when  to  shut  off.  At 
first  this  sound  would  be  a  rattle  or  rackett.  Then  it 
would  change  and  mellow  down  as  the  heat  of  the 
mixture  increased  till  it  became  a  soft  mellow  boiling 
sound.  The  change  from  one  sound  to  the  other  was 
quite  abrupt,  and  always  well  marked  and  characteris¬ 
tic. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  work  at  the  mercurial  mill. 


Mr  Derry  at  the  Jamestowns  outfit  packing  chiefly. 

James  assisting  me  below.  Clarke  also. 

Robert  went  to  town,  and  assisted  Mr  Derry,  com¬ 
menced  marking  boxes. 

Mr  Buckley  at  work  at  the  Instrument  Case  all  day 
cutting  in  the  trays. 

After  a  late  tea,  and  a  little  romp  with  Shang,  read 
to  Caroline  till  bed  time,  and  went  very  tired  to  bed. 
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Wednesday  Jany  17,  1  85  5. 

While  Clarke  and  James  were  mixing  the  first 
charge  for  CHLOROFORM,  I  laid  out  work  for  Mr 
Buckley  so  that  it  was  some  time  after  9  before  we 
got  the  first  charge  in  the  still.  Then  worked  on 
steadily  all  day  without  interruption  or  accident  ex¬ 
cept  that  one  charge  ran  out  while  Mr  Derry  had  my 
attention  drawn  off  from  the  still.  A  hard  long  days 
work  enabled  us  to  get  over  eleven  charges  by  half 
past  6  in  the  evening. 

The  experience  of  yesterday  enabled  me  to  man¬ 
age  the  still  equably  and  with  pretty  constant  re¬ 
sults  (see  table)  and  particularly  toward  the  end  of 
the  day,  everything  worked  systematically  and  evenly. 
The  improvements  made  on  the  process  to  day  were 
chiefly  the  drawing  off  of  more  distillate  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  charge, — the  management  of  the  cold  water, 
— and  the  more  careful  and  perfect  washing  of  the 
chloroform.  The  fumes  were  hardly  inconvenient  to¬ 
day.  In  the  afternoon  I  had  6  ounces  of  carbonate  of 
soda  dissolved  in  1  *4  gallons  of  water,  and  poured  off 
clear  into  a  demijohn.  Into  this  I  poured  the  crude 
yield  of  yesterday  and  shook  it  well.  Throughout  the 
day  nothing  could  work  more  admirably  or  more  con¬ 
veniently  than  the  now  improved  apparatus.  I  know 
of  nothing  that  would  add  to  its  present  utility  and 
adaptation.  The  washed  product  was  left  standing 
out  doors,  unstopped,  all  night  that  the  chlorine  might 
escape  from  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would  not  be  a 
good  plan  to  put  it  first  into  a  shallow  basin  till  it  be¬ 
came  colorless.  The  last  charge  was  not  washed,  but 
allowed  to  stand  over  night  as  it  came  over. 

Mr  Watson  still  occupied  with  the  mercurial  mill. 

Mr  Derry  still  packing  the  Jamestowns  outfit. 

James  and  Clarke  assisting  me. 

Robert  marking  boxes  &c. 

Mr  Buckley  at  the  Instrument  case. 
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At  half  past  6,  (surprised  to  find  it  so  late)  hastily 
dressed  and  ran  to  the  Myrtle  Avenue  cars,  being  en¬ 
gaged  to  meet  Caroline  there  to  tea  at  6/2  p.  m.  Got 
there  before  7,  and  found  Charley  and  Sally  there. 
We  took  tea  and  passed  the  evening  all  together. 
Charley,  whom  I  had  consulted  as  to  what  to  do  with 
an  100  dollars  that  I  wish  to  lie  by  told  me  this  even¬ 
ing  that  he  would  take  it,  aaid  give  me  7  per  cent  for 
it.  I  objected  to  putting  it  in  a  Safety  Fund  because 
in  case  of  my  death,  Caroline  would  have  to  spend 
much  of  it  in  "administering”  in  order  to  get  it.  Got 
a  very  long  good  letter  from  Sam  White  today  much 
of  it  on  the  subject  of  my  resigning  the  navy  and 
joining  him  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  at  Milledge- 
ville.  Also  got  a  characteristic  note  from  St  Marys 
Church  party,  sent  by  the  sexton,  who  demanded  the 
money  5$,  as  though  I  had  stolen  as  much  from  the 
Church.  I  preserve  this  note  as  a  sign  of  the  "religious” 
times,  who  beg  in  the  Cambyses  style.  It  has  not  been 
two  months  since  Caroline  gave  them  10$  and  now  5$ 
more  is  due  and  demanded,  because  "The  silver  is  mine, 
and  the  gold  is  mine  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts” — and 
d — n  you  I  will  have  it  says  Shackleford  Wood  &  Co. 

Thursday  Jany.  18,  1855. 

Clarke  and  James  had  a  charge  for  CHLORO¬ 
FORM  mixed  and  in  the  still  by  the  time  I  came,  so 
that  after  some  minutes  occupied  with  Mr  Buckley 
we  went  to  work  to  finish  the  distillation.  After  the 
first  three  (of  the  seven  remaining)  charges  the  Att- 
woods  alcohol  gave  out,  and  I  was  obliged  to  substi¬ 
tute  the  Lounsberrys  rumy  alcohol,  reduced  to  s.  g. 
.836  by  the  adding  of  seven  fluid  ounces  of  water  to 
121  fluid  ounces  of  the  Alcohol.  During  the  runnings 
with  this  alcohol,  I  once  tried  the  effect  of  running 
one  charge  off  without  any  letting  in  of  cold  water 
managing  the  heat  so  carefully.  The  yield  of  washed 
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crude  chloroform  from  this  charge  was  1 5  fluid 
ounces.  The  next  succeeding  charge  I  kept  the  steam 
turned  on  nearly  if  not  up  to  the  time  of  commenc¬ 
ing  reaction,  and  then  used  cold  water  frequently,  dur¬ 
ing  the  highth  of  the  reaction,  but  not  in  large  quan¬ 
tities.  The  result  of  this  charge  was  17 /z  fluid  ounces 
or  near  the  mean  yield.  This  is  a  crude  comparison 
from  which  to  deduce  the  inference  that  the  dashes 
of  cold  water  increases  the  yield, — and  yet  the  experi¬ 
ment  was  made  in  consequence  of  having  previously 
arrived  at  that  conclusion  from  general  observation. 
There  are  many  sources  for  inaccuracy  in  the  com¬ 
parison  made, — as  washings  before  and  after  &c,  And 
of  chlorine  in  the  yield  &c.  I  believe  however,  that  the 
slower  the  reaction  within  the  still  the  better  and 
larger  the  yield,  and  less  contaminated  with  chlorine, 
and  the  less  alcohol.  Thus  the  frequent  dashes  of  cold 
water  wash  down  the  chlorine  and  all  vapours,  into 
the  liquid,  and  give  them  another  chance.  When 
water  is  let  in  or  sprinkled  in  in  small  quantities  it 
seems  by  the  sound,  not  to  check,  but  to  augment  the 
action.  So  that  if  the  froth  be  rising  with  moderate 
rapidity  past  the  watch  stop  and  be  then  washed  down 
by  a  dash  or  two  it  will  rise  much  more  rapidly  after, 
up  to  a  certain  point  when  the  reaction  subsides  very 
abruptly.  It  appears  to  be  only  in  the  first  part  of  the 
process  that  the  water  is  required.  If  continued  too 
late  in  the  process  it  decreases  the  yield  for  that  charge, 
though  by  means  of  the  last  runnings  all  the  chloro¬ 
form  maybe  obtained  too  dilute  for  precipitation,  and 
thus  transferred  to  augment  the  next  charge.  The 
management  of  this  cold  water,  and  the  running  off  of 
so  much  water  alcohol  and  chloroform  from  the  spent 
charge  are  the  great  improvements  of  this  operation, 
and  these  probably  are  as  greatly  instrumental  as  the 
quality  of  the  chloride  in  producing  so  good  a  yield. 
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In  both  these  matters  I  should  hope  still  farther  to  im¬ 
prove  in  another  process. 

The  processes  however  must  vary  somewhat,  from 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  material. 

About  3  in  the  afternoon  we  finished  the  seventh 
and  last  charge,  and  found  there  was  41  lbs  5  oz  of 
crude  washed  chloroform  *  *  *  *  the  first  products 
were  not  well  washed.  The  last  charge  was  one  pound 
short,  being  an  excess  over  the  sellers  weight  of  the 
cask.  It  purported  to  have  500  lbs,  but  we  weighed 
out  519  lbs  from  it,  and  had  full  weight  each  time. 
It  cost  3/2  cts.  per  lb,  or  $18.95  the  whole  cask.  The 
first  alcohol  cost  91c  and  the  last  used  90c. 

When  we  had  finished  we  cleaned  up  all  the  ap¬ 
paratus,  and  put  the  still  and  worm  away,  in  the  up¬ 
per  Hall  filling  them  with  water.  Then  scrubbed  down 
thoroughly,  everry  thing  about  the  Rough  Room  and 
had  a  general  clear  up.  This  busily  occupied  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  day  except  that  I  took  time  to  get  out 
a  formula,  and  put  together  materials  for 

CALCII  CHLORIDUM. 

Acid:  Muriatic  Ovij  =  10  lbs  1  oz  @  4c  .41 
Marble,  from  an  old  mortar  lbs  v  5  ij. 

Fuel  .28 

Strainer  .04 


.73 

Yield  about  4  lbs.  (For  Chloroform) 

Put  the  materials  together  to  saturate  the  acid  over 
night,  and  be  ready  to  strain  and  evaporate  in  the 
morning. 

Mr  Watson  still  at  the  mercurial  Mill. 

Mr  Derry  sent  off  the  Jamestowns  outfit  in  part, 
and  finished  the  balance  of  it. 

James  and  Clarke  assisted  me  below. 

Robert  marking  boxes,  and  taking  over  the  portion 
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of  the  Jamestowns  outfit,  two  loads.  Brought  back  my 
large  condenser  case  from  the  Japanners.  Also  clean¬ 
ing  Bottles. 

Mr  Buckley  still  at  the  Instrument  Chest,  but  in¬ 
terrupted  almost  every  day  for  more  or  less  time  to 
mend  furniture  by  Mrs  Baches  orders. 

After  tea  and  a  romp  with  Shang,  read  to  Caro¬ 
line  as  usual  till  bed  time.  But  it  was  so  late  when  I 
came  over  that  I  did  not  read  long,  and  went  to  bed 
very  tired,  and  with  very  sore  hands,  from  the 
Chlorinated  Lime. 

Friday  Jany  19,  185  5. 

First  thing  on  coming  over  was  to  fit  up  the  *  *  *  * 
and  cut  off  adapters  to  fit  each  end  of  it.  Then  got 
out  the  large  new  retort,  to  be  reserved  for  CHLORO¬ 
FORM,  and  *  *  *  *  apparatus  for  rectifying  it.  Set 
Clarke  to  washing  it  *  *  *  *  however  poured  off  the 
sol.  carbonate  of  soda  that  had  been  *  *  *  *  upon  the 
crude  chloroform  in  the  demijohn,  reserving  it  to  be 
treated  with  the  washings,  afterward.  Made  a  new 
sol.  of  carbonate  of  soda  6  ounces  of  crystals  to  1/2 
gallons  of  water.  Then  washed  the  chloroform  with 
an  equal  bulk  of  this  new  solution  shaking  together 
well,  about  2  pints  of  each  in  a  five  pint  jar.  When  it 
was  all  thus  washed  with  the  saline  solution,  I  again 
washed  it  in  the  same  way  with  a  similar  quantity  of 
distilled  water,  draining  it  off  as  free  from  water  as 
possible.  When  about  6  pints  of  it  was  well  washed  in 
this  way,  I  shook  it  up  well  with  about  5  ounces  of 
(old)  powdered  Chloride  of  Calcium,  and  poured  it 
into  the  retort.  Then  turned  on  the  steam  to  the  water 
bath,  leaving  Clarke  to  turn  it  off,  with  directions  to 
allow  the  water  in  the  bath  to  get  up  to  say  160° 
thereabout. 

Also  had  a  fire  made  under  the  Sand  Bath,  and  hav¬ 
ing  already  heated  up  the  materials  for  CHLORIDE 
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OF  CALCIUM,  I  strained  the  solution  off  from  the 
remaining  marble,  and  set  it  on  the  sand  to  evapo¬ 
rate.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  with  much  attention  it 
evaporated  away  slowly,  and  in  the  evening  became 
nearly  dry.  I  covered  it  with  another  basin  and  left 
it  all  night  upon  the  hot  sand,  to  dry  more  thoroughly, 
not  intending  to  fuse  it  as  I  see  no  necessity  therefor, 
at  least  in  this  process.  Beside  after  fusion  it  becomes 
more,  dense,  more  difficult  to  powder,  and  I  suppose 
less  efficient. 

Then  about  12  oclock  went  over  to  town  upon  Dr 
White’s  errands,  and  first  to  the  Knickerbocker  office. 
Then  to  Stringer  and  Townsends,  subscribing  for  and 
paying  for  his  periodicals. 

Then  went  to  Milhans  and  bought  arrow  Root  for 
Shang. 

Then  to  both  Pike’s  opticians  to  enquire  for  micro¬ 
scopes  for  Dr  S.  G.  W.  and  then  was  going  down 
Maiden  Lane  to  attend  to  his  other  errands  when  meet¬ 
ing  Cha8.  Ellis  of  Phila,  I  asked  him  to  come  over  and 
see  the  Laboratory.  When  he  learned  that  I  was  en¬ 
gaged  upon  chloroform  he  came  at  once,  and  went 
into  the  subject  with  interest.  He  looked  through  the 
whole  concern  with  admiration,  and  I  guess  took  away 
some  hints  which  he  considered  important  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  his  own  laboratory.  He  had  been  afraid  to 
make  Ether  because  of  the  danger  of  its  taking  fire, 
and  did  not  suppose  it  could  be  made  by  steam  from 
cn  ordinary  boiler. 

He  remained  here  some  time  so  that  I  did  not  get  my 
dinner  till  after  4  oclock. 

Mr  Watson  still  employed  at  the  improvements 
upon  the  mercurial  mill. 

Mr  Derry  sent  away  the  remainder  of  the  James- 
towns  outfit  and  commenced  the  additional  stores  for 
the  supply  of  the  African  Squadron,  to  be  on  board 
the  J.  as  flag  ship.  James  cleaning  Chloroform  vials  all 
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day,  picking  out  the  largest  of  the  J4  or  fluted  vials, 
by  Dr  Baches  direction  to  be  used  for  chloroform. 

Clarke  assisting  me  below,  and  washing  chloroform. 

Robert  took  over  the  remainder  of  the  Jamestowns 
outfit.  Took  also  the  thermometers  back  to  Liese,  and 
got  others  instead,  with  enclosed  scale. 

Mr  Buckley  still  at  the  Instrument  Chest,  though  he 
says  at  least  54  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  patching  up 
broken  furniture  by  direction  of  Mrs  Bache. 

Before  I  had  done  in  the  evening  Dr  King  came 
over,  he  and  Mary  and  Sally  to  be  joined  by  Charley, 
having  come  to  take  tea  and  spend  the  evening.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  Charley  and  I  talked  over  my  Mil- 
ledgeville  project,  and  I  could  see  that  he  was  favor¬ 
able  to  it  although  he  would  not  advise  me  in  so  im¬ 
portant  a  measure,  at  least  until  I  asked  his  advice. 
This  I  do  not,  because  my  own  mind  is  not  yet  made 
up. 

They  remained  till  10  o’clock,  after  which  we  went 
to  bed. 

End  of  volume  10th. 
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MEMORIAL  ADDRESS 


by 

PROF.  JOSEPH  PRICE  REMINGTON 


PROF.  JOSEPH  PRICE  REMINGTON 
From  the  Memorial  Address  on  Professor 

Joseph  Price  Remington  by  Professor 
Charles  H.  La  Wall  in  the  American 

Journal  of  Pharmacy  Feby  1918. 

In  1866  Joseph  Price  Remington  was  graduated 

from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  in 
January  1867  left  Philadelphia  to  enter  the  employ 
of  Dr.  Edward  R.  Squibb,  then  the  foremost  manu¬ 
facturer  of  chemicals  and  pharmaceuticals  in  the 
United  States.  Dr.  Squibb’s  reputation  for  painstak¬ 
ing  and  conscientious  scientific  work  and  his  high 
standard  of  ethics  were  universally  conceded,  and  the 
influence  of  this  Period  upon  Professor  Remington’s 
future  work  must  have  been  very  great.  He  lived  as 
a  member  of  Dr.  Squibb’s  family  and  was  thus 
brought  into  close  touch  with  a  master  in  the  pro¬ 
fession.  After  three  years  of  experience  under  Dr. 
Squibb  he  was  recalled  to  Philadelphia  by  the  death 
of  his  Mother. 

Charles  Fellows  Squibb"*  Says: 

Joseph  came  to  our  house  when  he  was  19  years  old. 
He  asked  Pa  (E.R.S.)  for  a  job.  Pa  said  there  was  no 
job  for  him.  Joseph  said  Yes,  there  was.  And  he  took 
the  job  of  sweep  in  the  mill  room  and  Pa  made  him 
live  with  us.  He  was  a  born  teacher;  I  learned  more 
from  him  than  from  any  teacher  I  ever  had.  He  would 
take  Adie  (E.H.S.)  and  me  all  over  on  Sundays  and 
holidays;  Central  Park,  railroad  stations,  the  Navy 
Yard,  etc.,  etc.,  and  explain  everything  so  clearly  that 
I  could  hold  it  and  use  it.  I  enjoyed  being  with  him 
immensely  and  had  the  greatest  affection  for  him.  He 
made  himself  familiar  with  every  phase  of  the  labora¬ 
tory  before  he  left  us. 

•Born  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  June  17,  1858. 
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EDWARD  ROBINSON  SQUIBB,  M.D. 

Memorial  Address  by  Joseph  P.  Remington 

Edward  Robinson  Squibb  was  born  in  Wilmington, 
Del.,  July  4,  1819.  His  parents  were  James  R.  Squibb 
and  Catherine  H.,  his  wife.  His  early  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  Wilmington,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
was  apprenticed  to  Warder  Morris,  a  druggist  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  from  1837  to  1842  he  learned  the  drug 
business  with  the  houses  of  Warder  Morris  and  J.  H. 
Sprague. 

He  had  long  desired  to  acquire  a  medical  degree, 
and  he  rightly  judged  that  there  could  be  no  better 
preparation  for  his  work  than  experience  in  the  drug 
business.  In  addition  to  this,  as  his  parents’  means  were 
slender,  he  could  earn  something,  and,  at  least,  be 
self-supporting  during  these  early  years  of  study. 

As  is  so  often  the  case  with  distinguished  men,  these 
early  years  were  not  marked  by  any  especial  aptitude 
for  medicine  or  pharmacy,  as  he  was  himself  fre¬ 
quently  heard  to  declare.  In  1842,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  he  matriculated  in  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  of  Philadelphia,  and  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  from  that  College  on  March  20,  1845. 

His  steadiness  and  ability  were  at  once  recognized 
by  his  Alma  Mater,  and  he  was  elected  Assistant 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Curator  of  the  Museum 
and  Clerk  of  the  Clinic. 

He  practised  medicine  in  Philadelphia  until  1847, 
when  he  concluded  to  enter  the  Navy,  and,  passing 
the  examination  before  the  Naval  Board,  received  his 
commission  as  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  United  States 
Navy  on  April  26,  1847,  the  document  bearing  the 
signature  of  James  K.  Polk,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  J.  Y.  Mason,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War  he  was  assigned 
to  service  on  U.  S.  Brig  'Terry;”  subsequently,  the 
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'Terry”  was  engaged  in  breaking  up  the  South 
American  slave  trade,  which  was  then  actively  car¬ 
ried  on  by  vessels  owned  in  the  United  States.  He  saw 
active  sea  service  for  four  years,  and  became,  as  he 
often  said,  very  tired  of  having  so  little  to  do.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  18  52,  he  was  fortunately  ordered  to  the  Naval 
Hospital  in  Brooklyn,  which  at  that  time  had  for  its 
Director,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  a  worthy 
member  of  a  distinguished  family  whose  services  to 
their  country  should  never  be  forgotten. 

While  serving  in  the  Navy,  Dr.  Squibb  had  abund¬ 
ant  opportunities  of  observing  the  poor  quality  of 
many  of  the  medical  supplies  furnished  to  the  Navy; 
these  goods  were  bought  upon  the  contract  system, 
and  from  the  lowest  bidders;  but  through  the  efforts 
of  Dr.  Bache,  Dr.  Squibb  and  other  officers,  Congress 
was  induced  to  make  an  exception  in  the  case  of 
medical  supplies  and  gunpowder,  and  "quality  first 
and  price  second”  became  the  rule  of  the  Department. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Navy  Department  was 
authorized  to  establish  a  pharmaceutical  laboratory 
for  the  manufacture  of  important  articles  on  the  list 
of  naval  supplies.  This  laboratory  was  organized,  built 
and  equipped  with  the  names  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin  Bache  as  Director,  and  Dr.  Edward  Robinson 
Squibb  as  Assistant  Director,  in  1852.  At  this  time, 
ether  was  coming  into  general  use  as  an  anaesthetic, 
and  it  was  here,  probably,  that  ether  was  first  made 
by  steam  heat,  thereby  lessening  the  great  danger  of 
explosions  and  accidents  through  the  inflammability 
of  the  liquid  and  its  vapor.  But  one  thing  is  certain, 
that  Dr.  Squibb  gained  in  his  small  laboratory  a  prac¬ 
tical  knowledge  and  experience  in  manufacturing 
which  was  destined  to  yield  enormous  results. 

The  success  of  this  laboratory  induced  Dr.  J.  Law¬ 
rence  Smith  to  make  a  proposition  to  build,  equip  and 
start  a  similar  enterprise  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Ky. 
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Dr.  Squibb  accepted  the  proposition,  and  in  18  57  he 
resigned  his  commission  in  the  Navy  and  returned 
to  civil  life. 

In  18  58,  the  naval  laboratory,  having  proved  its 
value  to  the  government,  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  War  Department,  but  opposition  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  an  army  laboratory  was  developed,  and  Dr. 
Squibb  was  induced  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Satterlee,  Chief  Medi¬ 
cal  Purveyor  of  the  Army,  to  establish  a  laboratory  of 
his  own,  and  sell  to  the  Army  such  of  the  products  as 
might  be  required. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  18  58  the  four-story 
brick  building,  No.  149  Furman  Street,  Brooklyn,  was 
secured,  and  Dr.  Squibb  at  last  found  himself  in  the 
position  towards  which  he  had  been  looking  forward 
for  many  years,  that  of  owning  and  directing  a  labora¬ 
tory  where  he  would  be  untrammeled  by  traditions  of 
any  kind,  and  have  the  opportunity  of  establishing  his 
own  standards.  This  laboratory  had  for  its  nucleus  the 
furnishing  of  such  supplies  to  the  Army  as  were 
needed,  but  it  could  readily  be  seen  that  the  medical 
wants  of  an  army  of  25,000  men  would  not  support 
even  a  laboratory  of  this  size.  The  medical  profession 
of  Brooklyn  at  once  took  a  great  interest  in  this  move¬ 
ment,  and  success  was  fairly  in  sight,  when,  on  the 
evening  of  December  24,  18  58,  the  building  was  en¬ 
tirely  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  owner  so  badly  burned 
that  his  life  was  despaired  of  for  many  months;  but 
his  strong  constitution,  the  enthusiastic  attentions  of 
his  medical  friends  in  Brooklyn,  coupled  with  the  de¬ 
voted  services  of  his  wife,  saved  him.  But  his  face  and 
hands  were  badly  disfigured  for  life  through  the  burn¬ 
ing  ether  which  was  thrown  on  his  face. 

The  accident  occurred  through  the  carelessness  of 
one  of  the  employees  overturning  a  bottle  of  ether  on 
the  counter,  the  liquid  quickly  taking  fire  from  an 
alcohol  lamp  which  was  burning  some  distance  away. 
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Dr.  Squibb’s  face  and  hands  were  very  badly  burned 
in  attempting  to  save  his  books,  and  when  he  emerged 
from  the  building  he  could  scarcely  be  recognized. 
Kind  friends  took  him  home,  and  his  wife  was  sum¬ 
moned,  she  happening  to  be  with  her  sister  at  the  time. 
A  sad  shock  awaited  her  when  she  found  the  doctor 
lying  quietly  on  his  bed,  but  suffering  terribly.  It  was 
undoubtedly  the  saddest  Christmas  Eve  that  they  ever 
experienced.  For  months  his  life  hung  in  the  balance, 
and  when  he  emerged  from  his  room,  no  trace  of  his 
once  handsome  features  remained.  His  eyelids  were 
everted  permanently,  and  for  many  years  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  wear  protectors  when  out  in  the  open  air, 
during  the  winter  season.  This  accident  greatly  influ¬ 
enced  the  doctor’s  future  life.  Having  a  sensitive  dis¬ 
position,  he  shrank  from  publicity,  and  when  he  was 
compelled  to  meet  strangers,  he  knew  that  even  if  they 
were  polite  enough  not  to  ask  him  the  cause  of  his  dis¬ 
figurement,  that  they  would  feel  a  curiosity  to  know 
the  details  of  the  accident.  A  little  incident  which  oc¬ 
curred  when  the  writer  was  crossing  in  the  ferryboat 
in  company  with  the  Doctor  will  illustrate  some  of 
the  daily  annoyances  to  which  he  was  subjected.  A 
badly  bred  young  girl,  noticing  his  eye  protectors, 
rushed  up  in  front  of  him,  and  barring  his  way  as  he 
passed  through  the  cabin,  exclaimed  loudly,  "'Why 
just  look  at  this  man;  he’s  got  no  eyes!”  The  doctor 
simply  and  quietly  said,  "No,  little  girl,  I  can  see  well 
enough;”  but  the  cheerful  tone  of  his  conversation 
stopped  instantly,  and  it  could  be  easily  seen  why  he 
never  cared  to  be  prominent  in  such  mixed  company. 
He  never  spoke  of  these  annoyances,  and  rarely  al¬ 
luded  to  his  accident,  and  then  never  complainingly. 
The  tears  ran  from  his  eyes  continually,  some  of  the 
ducts  being  partially  destroyed  or  injured  perma¬ 
nently.  And  when  to  this  is  added  the  fact  that  for 
forty-two  years  he  was  compelled  every  night  to  strap 
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his  eyelids  together  with  strips  of  isinglass  plaster  in 
order  to  obtain  rest  for  them,  one  can  form  some  idea 
of  the  lasting  results  of  that  unfortunate  Christmas 
Eve  fire. 

His  indomitable  spirit,  however,  was  not  quenched; 
he  set  to  work  with  more  determination  than  ever. 
His  medical  friends  never  deserted  him;  they  furnished 
him  capital,  and  by  the  middle  of  18  59  the  laboratory 
was  rebuilt  and  active  work  resumed.  Upon  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  Civil  War,  in  1861,  the  needs  of  the  Army 
became  very  large,  and  additional  buildings  were  hired 
and  equipped,  and  for  the  time,  run  night  and  day, 
but  under  such  disadvantages  that  in  1862  another 
site  was  purchased  and  a  large  and  commodious  labora¬ 
tory  was  erected  on  Doughty  Street,  Brooklyn,  which 
was  occupied  January  1,  1863. 

These  laboratories  have  been  models  ever  since  their 
erection.  Their  massive  walls  and  foundations  and 
solid  floors  bespoke  the  character  of  the  man.  Noth¬ 
ing  for  show  or  ornament,  but  everything  for  sim¬ 
plicity,  stability  and  strength. 

Dr.  Squibb  had  an  especial  aptitude  for  devising 
apparatus,  and  he  not  only  exercised  his  talents  in  this 
direction  constantly,  but  he  was  willing  to  give  freely 
the  result  of  his  labors  to  any  who  called  upon  him. 
He  more  than  once  furnished  working  plans  to  his 
competitors  in  business  for  the  famous  apparatus  for 
making  ether.  He  did  not  believe  it  proper  from  a 
scientific  point  of  view,  to  withhold  any  secrets  in 
manufacturing  from  those  who  were  interested  in 
the  work.  The  files  of  the  AMERICAN  JOURNAL 
of  PHARMACY  reveal  many  cuts  and  drawings 
which  were  used  to  illustrate  his  numerous  pharma¬ 
ceutical  papers,  which  he  freely  furnished  to  his  friend, 
Prof.  William  Proctor,  the  former  editor  of  this  publi¬ 
cation. 

We  find  by  consulting  this  JOURNAL  that  his  first 
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paper  was  published  in  1  8  5  5,  and  was  entitled  "Prep¬ 
aration  of  Citrate  of  Iron  and  Quinine  and  its  Constit¬ 
uents/’  After  this  appeared  the  following: 

185  5.  Examination  of  the  Sulphate  of  Quinine  of 
Powers  &  Weightman. 

18  56.  Elementary  Analysis  of  Sperm  Oil. 

On  Spiritus  Aetheris  Nitrosi. 

Apparatus  for  Preparing  Ether  by  Steam 
Heat. 

Improved  Method  for  Carbon  and  Hydrogen 
Determination  in  Organic  Analysis. 

18  57.  Examination  of  Grain  Weights. 

Extractum  Colocynthidis  Compositum. 
Oleum  Aethereum  and  Spiritus  Aetheris  Com- 
positus. 

On  Tinctura  Ferri  Chloridi. 

On  Hydrargyrum  cum  Creta  and  Pilulae  Hy- 
drargyri. 

On  the  Manufacture,  Impurities  and  Tests  of 
Chloroform. 

18  58.  On  the  Purification  of  Liquids  in  a  State  of 
Vapor. 

On  a  New  Apparatus  for  Rectifying  Spirits. 
On  the  Process  of  Percolation. 

1859.  On  the  Revision  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia. 

1860.  On  Opium  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent. 
Observations  upon  Some  Formulae  and  Proc¬ 
esses  that  may  be  Brought  Forward  for  Ad¬ 
mission  into  the  Next  Pharmacopoeia. 

1861.  On  Oleum  Aethereum. 

1863.  On  Statistics  and  Assay  of  Virgin  Scammony. 
On  Extractum  Cinchonae  Fluidum. 

1864.  On  Permanganate  of  Potassa. 

1866.  Economy  of  Alcohol  in  Percolation  in  Mak¬ 
ing  the  Fluid  Extracts. 

Advice  on  Epidemic  Cholera. 
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1867.  Letter  Relative  to  Alcoholic  Extract  of  Colo- 
cynth. 

On  an  Improved  Formula  for  Fluid  Extract 
of  Buchu. 

Pharmacy  of  the  Cinchonas. 

Calx  Saccharatum  and  Syrupus  Calcis. 

1868.  On  the  Economy  of  Alcohol  in  Percolation. 
On  the  Preparation  of  Resin  of  Podophyllum. 
On  Podophyllum  Pills. 

On  Commercial  Jalap. 

Syrupus  Ferri  Iodidi. 

On  Syrupus  Calcis. 

1869.  On  Carbolic  Acid  or  Coal  Tar  Creosote. 

On  the  Contamination  of  Hydrochloric  Acid 
with  Oxides  of  Sulphur. 

1870.  On  Liquor  Opii  Compositus. 

1872.  Note  on  Pareira. 

1878.  Fluid  Extracts  by  Repercolation. 
Hydrobromic  Acid. 

1879.  Minim  Pipettes. 

1882.  Opium  Assay. 

1884.  Aconite  Root. 

1887.  Cascara  Sagrada. 

1888.  Notes  on  Antipyretics. 

1890.  Pharmacopoeial  Revision  and  Assays. 

1895.  Improvement  in  the  Manufacture  of  Acetone. 

1896.  Acetone  and  Acetone  Chloroform. 

1898.  Acetic  Acid  as  a  Menstruum. 

1899.  Acetic  Acid  as  a  Substitute  for  Ethyl  Alco¬ 
hol  in  the  Extraction  of  Drugs.  First  and  Sec¬ 
ond  Papers. 

1900.  Acetic  Acid  as  a  Substitute  for  Ethyl  Alcohol 
in  the  Extraction  of  Drugs.  Third  and  Fourth 
Papers. 

He  joined  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa¬ 
tion  in  18  58,  becoming  a  life  member  in  1900.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  unusual  compliment  of  being  made  Vice- 
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President  at  the  first  meeting  at  which  he  was  elected 
a  member.  The  proceedings  of  the  Association  con¬ 
tain  many  papers  of  great  practical  and  scientific 
value  emanating  from  his  pen.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  that  he  was  many  times  asked  to  accept  the 
presidency,  which  he  always  politely  declined. 

The  papers  which  he  contributed  to  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  were  as  follows: 

18  58.  On  Preparations  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

1860.  On  Oleum  Aethereum. 

Remarks  on  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

Remarks  on  the  Subject  of  Alcohol. 

1861.  On  Virgin  Scammony. 

On  Bleaching  Morphine  Sulphate. 

1862.  On  Amendments  to  Processes  of  the  Pharma¬ 
copoeia. 

Preparations  of  Metallic  Mercury. 

1863.  Report  on  Drug  Market. 

1865.  Economy  of  Alcohol  in  Repercolation. 
Remarks  on  Revenue  Law. 

Remarks  on  Vacuum  Apparatus. 

On  Press  Cloths. 

1866.  Improved  Process  for  Fluid  Extract  of  Buchu. 
Report  on  the  Internal  Revenue  Law. 

1867.  Commercial  Jalap. 

Repercolation. 

1868.  Contamination  of  Hydrochloric  Acid  with 
Oxides  of  Sulphur. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid. 

Note  on  Carbolic  Acid. 

Note  on  Rhubarb. 

Specimens  of  Indigenous  Drugs. 

1869.  Note  on  Rhubarb. 

Report  on  Pharmacopoeia. 
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1870.  Fluid  Extracts  and  their  Menstruum. 

Note  on  Rhubarb. 

Remarks  on  Chloral. 

Aconite  Poisoning. 

1871.  Cantharides  and  a  Blistering  Liquid. 

Chloral. 

Commercial  Bicarbonate  of  Soda. 

Extract  of  Jalap. 

Fluid  Extract  of  Senega. 

Litmus  Paper. 

Pareira. 

Rhubarb. 

1872.  Citrate  of  Bismuth  and  Ammonia. 

New  Form  of  Percolation. 

Note  on  Aconite  Root. 

Note  on  Aloes. 

Note  on  Rhubarb. 

Note  on  Triplex  Pills. 

Acid  Phosphoric  Glacial. 

1873.  Bumping  of  Distilled  Spirits. 

Ergot  and  its  Preparations. 

General  Apparatus  Stand. 

Note  on  Rhubarb. 

Physicians’  Pocket  Cases. 

1876.  Administration  of  Phosphorus. 

Revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

1877.  Salicylic  Acid. 

1878.  Fluid  Extracts  by  Repercolation. 

On  January  1,  1882,  Dr.  Squibb  commenced  the 
publication  of  a  pharmaceutical  journal  which  he 
called  An  Epbemeris.  The  announcement,  which  he 
wrote  (see  page  1  of  the  journal),  is  so  thoroughly 
characteristic  that  the  following  abstracts  are  here 
quoted:  "It  will  be  sent  gratuitously  to  all.  No  sub¬ 
scribers  are  solicited,  nor  any  subscription  list  kept, 
nor  are  exchanges  with  other  journals  asked  for.  It 
may  be  issued  bi-monthly  or  quarterly,  or  irregularly, 
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or  not  at  all,  as  the  occupations  of  a  very  busy  life 
may  determine.  The  contents  should  be  accepted,  if 
at  all,  as  information — not  as  knowledge.  To  the  pro¬ 
fessions  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  then,  whatever 
may  be  here  offered  is  respectfully  dedicated  by  the 
writer  and  his  two  sons.” 

The  publication  of  the  Ephemeris  afforded  Dr. 
Squibb  and  his  sons  an  outlet  for  the  dissemination  of 
a  vast  deal  of  information  which  came  to  them  in  the 
course  of  their  business  and  professional  lives.  Five  vol¬ 
umes  had  appeared  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
25  51  pages,  and  the  journal  has  always  proved  a  most 
welcome  visitor  to  the  members  of  both  professions. 

Dr.  Squibb  possessed  in  a  remarkable  degree,  the 
faculty  of  imparting  information.  It  may  be  said  that 
he  always  took  delight  in  explaining  in  detail  the 
working  of  an  apparatus,  a  process,  a  theory,  or  in 
fact,  anything  which  had  been  to  him  a  subject  of 
thought  or  labor.  Many  of  his  papers  have  seemed  to 
thoughtless  or  uninterested  readers  to  be  prolix  or 
verbose,  but  his  large  experience  had  taught  him  the 
value  of  detail  in  his  business.  He  had  spent  thousands 
of  dollars  in  devising  apparatus,  only  to  find  that 
some  important  detail  had  been  omitted,  and  time 
had  been  lost  and  money  wasted  until  the  defect  was 
remedied,  and  if  the  careless  reader  had  realized  these 
facts,  criticism  would  certainly  have  been  withheld. 

Sterling  honesty,  and  right  because  it  was  right,  were 
his  guiding  principles.  If  an  error  occurred  in  making 
a  preparation  in  the  laboratory,  the  standing  rule  was 
to  report  it  at  once.  The  writer  well  remembers  an 
occasion  when  some  mistake  was  made  in  the  men¬ 
struum  for  a  lot  of  fluid  extract  of  cinchona.  It  con¬ 
tained  possibly  10  per  cent,  too  much  or  too  little 
alcohol.  The  culprit,  a  most  worthy  German  pharma¬ 
cist,  appeared  before  the  doctor  and  confessed  his  sin. 
Without  a  moment’s  hesitation  the  doctor  said, 
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"That’s  too  bad,  that’s  too  bad;  empty  it  all  down  the 
culvert;”  and  fully  $500  worth  of  fluid  extract  of 
cinchona  found  its  way  into  the  East  River. 

The  writer  had  the  hardihood  to  ask  the  doctor,  a 
week  after  the  occurrence,  why  this  had  been  done. 
The  answer  has  never  been  forgotten.  He  admitted 
that  it  would  be  possible  to  make  an  equal  lot  of  fluid 
extract  of  cinchona  with  the  menstruum  so  altered 
that  when  the  two  were  mixed  the  result  would  have 
the  proper  alcoholic  strength;  he  turned  almost  fiercely 
and  said,  "Such  work  can  never  be  done  in  this  labora¬ 
tory.  These  mistakes  are  costly,  but  the  example  and 
lessons  to  be  learned  are  valuable,  and  I  will  not  per¬ 
mit  a  patched  up  fluid  extract  to  leave  this  place.” 
He  never  referred  again  to  the  incident,  but  it  may 
well  be  said  that  mistakes  of  that  kind  were  never 
made  again. 

When  the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  the  City  of  New 
York  was  younger  and  lacked  the  financial  support 
it  has  since  secured,  Dr.  Squibb  gave  it  his  services  as 
a  teacher  without  remuneration.  This  was  in  1869-71, 
when  the  faculty  consisted  of  Professor  Chandler, 
Professor  of  Physics  and  Chemistry;  Dr.  Squibb,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Pharmacy,  and  Dr.  Day,  Professor  of  Botany 
and  Materia  Medica.  At  a  meeting  of  the  college,  held 
in  October,  1900,  it  was  resolved  to  present  an  en¬ 
grossed  testimonial  to  Dr.  Squibb,  the  occasion  of  this 
token  of  appreciation,  being  the  rounding  out  by  the 
Doctor  of  his  four  score  years. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Association,  the 
Kings  County  Medical  Association,  and  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  New  York  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men.  He  was  elected  an  hon¬ 
orary  member  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Confer¬ 
ence  in  October,  1872,  and  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  on  May 
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1,  1878.  The  degree  of  Master  in  Pharmacy  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  February  6,  1894,  by  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
American  Chemical  Society  on  March  3,  1877.  He  was 
a  resident  member  of  the  Linnaean  Society  in  New 
York,  a  life  member  and  Fellow  of  the  Brooklyn  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  a  Fellow  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  and  a 
member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  of 
Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Squibb  took  a  most  active  part  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  improvement  of  the  United  States  Pharma¬ 
copoeia  since  the  1860  Revision.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  at  that  time,  but  in  subsequent  re¬ 
visions  he  declined  membership  in  the  committee, 
but,  nevertheless,  rendered  most  valuable  service  until 
almost  the  day  of  his  death. 

An  incident  in  connection  with  Pharmacopoeia  re¬ 
vision  in  1860  was  told  the  writer  by  Professor  Proc¬ 
ter,  and  it  is  reproduced  because  it  is  characteristic  of 
the  man.  The  meetings  of  the  Committee  were  held 
periodically  in  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  Squibb  came 
over  from  New  York  and  spent  the  day  in  the  Quaker 
City  with  his  friend  Procter.  The  meetings  were  held 
at  Dr.  George  B.  Wood’s  residence.  The  subject  under 
discussion  on  one  occasion  was  aloes,  Dr.  Squibb  stat¬ 
ing  that  the  commercial  aloes  which  came  to  this  mar¬ 
ket  was  filled  with  mechanical  impurities  of  all  sorts 
— sticks,  stones,  earth,  goatskins,  bits  of  iron  and  lead, 
etc.,  etc.  Dr.  Wood,  Professor  Procter,  Alfred  B.  Tay¬ 
lor,  and  other  members  of  the  committee  thought  that 
Dr.  Squibb  was  exaggerating,  and  one  of  them  said 
playfully,  that  New  York  aloes  might  have  all  of 
those  impurities  in  it,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
aloes  imported  into  Philadelphia  was  of  that  character. 
Thus  challenged,  Dr.  Squibb  promptly  asked  Profes¬ 
sor  Procter  to  buy  the  best  cask  of  aloes  he  could  get 
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in  Philadelphia,  on  his  account,  ship  it  to  New  York, 
and  he  would  melt  and  soften  the  aloes,  adding  alco¬ 
hol  and  water,  strain  it,  weigh  the  impurities,  ascer¬ 
tain  the  percentage,  and  send  to  the  committee  the 
record  with  the  package  containing  the  debris,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  sample  of  the  purified  product. 

The  result  was  profoundly  surprising  to  the  com¬ 
mittee.  It  showed  conclusively  that  there  was  not  an 
original  package  of  aloes  brought  into  the  country 
which  was  not  loaded  up  with  gross  impurities.  The 
committee  acknowledged  the  result  of  the  doctor’s 
work,  and  Aloe  Purificata  has  been  retained  in  every 
revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  since. 

In  reviewing  the  life  of  Dr.  Squibb,  one  cannot  help 
being  impressed  with  his  striking  individuality.  He 
never  forgot  or  minimized  the  importance  of  his  mis¬ 
sion.  He  consecrated  his  life  to  the  object  of  furnish¬ 
ing  honest  medicines  for  the  relief  of  disease,  and 
naturally  his  laboratory  work  had  the  first  place; 
morning,  noon,  and  night  found  him  there.  Habits  of 
order  and  cleanliness  he  instilled  in  all  who  were  un¬ 
der  his  guidance  or  instruction.  He  hated  a  lie,  even  a 
little  one,  and  he  was  always  the  soul  of  honor.  To 
many  he  appeared  to  be  stern;  it  was  true  he  was  never 
yielding  or  weak.  One  could  almost  say  in  advance 
just  where  to  place  Dr.  Squibb  upon  any  question.  He 
delighted  in  original  investigation  and  chemical  re¬ 
search  if  they  had  any  bearing  upon  making  medi¬ 
cines.  Abstract  subjects  he  took  little  interest  in,  al¬ 
though  he  was  fond  of  arguing  upon  such  subjects, 
but  he  would  not  waste  time  upon  anything  which 
he  did  not  believe  productive  of  results  of  immediate 
practical  value  to  mankind. 

His  standards  of  purity  for  pharmaceutical  prod¬ 
ucts  were  the  highest  attainable,  and  he  believed  that 
if  he  was  to  work  long  enough  and  hard  enough,  keep¬ 
ing  his  eye  single  to  this  one  object,  the  time  would 
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come  when  his  labors  would  be  recognized,  and  it  can 
safely  be  said  that  he  lived  to  see  the  time  when  they 
were  not  only  appreciated  by  his  fellows,  but  sub¬ 
stantially  rewarded. 

His  liberality  in  giving  aid  to  all  who  were  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  his  life  purposes  was  shown  at  all  times. 
He  never  hesitated  to  share  with  others  the  benefits  of 
his  great  ingenuity  and  wide  experience,  but  probably 
his  greatest  influence  in  the  advancement  of  chemical 
science  lay  in  the  encouragement  and  assistance  which 
he  gave  to  young  men,  so  that  his  services  to  the  pro¬ 
fession  were  far  reaching,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  enormous  volume  of  work  which  he  himself  ac¬ 
complished,  but  also  because  he  enabled  others  to  do 
much. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  a  number  of  years  were 
spent  in  foreign  travel,  in  Europe  and  the  Orient, 
Russia,  Norway  and  Sweden,  Germany — in  fact,  there 
was  scarcely  a  country  which  he  had  not  visited. 

He  died  early  in  the  evening  of  October  25,  1900 
at  his  home,  152  Columbia  Heights,  Brooklyn,  after 
only  a  few  hours’  confinement  to  his  room;  his  suffer¬ 
ing  was  mainly  due  to  difficulty  in  breathing.  The  im¬ 
mediate  cause  of  his  death  was  cardiac  dyspnoea,  due 
to  occlusion  of  the  coronary  artery. 

Dr.  Squibb  enjoyed  excellent  health  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  took  regular  exercise  in  his 
gymnasium  until  his  eye-sight  failed,  and  he  was  thus 
incapacitated.  He  bore  suffering  stoically.  He  was  very 
punctual  in  his  habits,  keeping  his  engagements  con¬ 
scientiously,  and  followed  a  regular  plan,  with  fixed 
times  for  performing  his  duties,  and  his  industry  was 
amazing.  He  had  a  natural  taste  for  art  and  was  an 
excellent  judge  of  painting,  of  which  he  was  especially 
fond.  Without  being  luxurious  in  his  tastes,  and  know¬ 
ing  the  value  of  works  of  art,  he  enjoyed  the  possession 
of  the  rare  and  beautiful  objects,  which  denotes  a  cul- 
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tured  and  refined  mind.  He  married,  on  October  7, 
18  52,  Caroline  Lownds  Cook,  daughter  of  Elisha 
Worth  Cook  and  Lois  Crowell  Cook,  of  Philadelphia. 
His  widow  and  the  following  three  children  survive 
him:  Edward  Hamilton  Squibb,  M.D.;  Charles  Fel¬ 
lows  Squibb  and  Mrs.  John  Munro  (Mary  King 
Squibb) .  The  sons  were  graduated  from  Harvard 
University,  and  both  have  succeeded  to  the  business 
founded  by  their  father. 

American  Pharmacy  lost  one  of  its  greatest  ex¬ 
ponents  and  its  sturdiest  figure  when  the  summons 
came  by  the  grim  messenger,  to  a  higher  life.  Eighty 
years  were  vouchsafed  to  him,  and  he  was  honest,  not 
from  policy,  but  because  it  hurt  him  sorely  to  be 
otherwise,  and  surrounded  as  he  was  by  those  who 
sought  temporary  advantage  by  questionable  business 
practices,  trickery  or  even  doubtful  methods,  his  life 
work  was  carried  on  in  the  face  of  active  warfare.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  meet  him  and  then 
forget  him;  he  stamped  his  personality  indelibly  on 
one’s  memory.  He  was  a  leader  among  leaders. 

He  might  wound  the  feelings  of  some  by  the  frank, 
outspoken  condemnation  of  what  he  believed  to  be 
wrong,  but  it  was  the  sin  and  not  the  sinner  that  he 
denounced.  It  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  yield 
to  any  course  of  doubtful  morality.  He  often  stood 
alone  and  would  make  no  effort  to  win  others  to  his 
views  when  they  were  founded  on  principle  and  the 
rock  of  truth  itself.  In  non-essentials  he  would  often 
yield  because  he  knew  that  the  great  principles  for 
which  he  contended,  would  be  all  the  stronger  if  he 
did  not  degenerate  into  a  mere  pessimist  or  chronic 
objector.  He  loved  to  quote  when  standing  alone,  be¬ 
reft  of  the  support  of  his  friends  on  some  important 
question,  the  famous  words  of  the  orator,  rrGod  and 
one  are  a  majority” 
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GENEALOGY 

of  the 


SQUIBB  FAMILY 


GENEALOGY 

1.  John — born ,  Whitchurch,  1478;  died ,  (no  rec¬ 

ord)  ;  residence ,  (no  record)  ;  married ,  ?  ;  born , 
(no  record) ;  died ,  (no  record)  ;  residence , 
(no  record) . 

2.  John — born,  (no  record)  ;  J/W,  (no  record)  ; 

residence ,  (no  record)  ;  married ,  Joan  Upshall; 
born,  (no  record)  ;  J/eJ,  (no  record)  ;  res*- 
dence,  Blackmore,  Eng. 

3.  John — born ,  (no  record)  ;  (no  record)  ; 

residence ,  Winterburne,  Whitchurch  Dorset, 
Yeoman,  surnamed  Great  John;  married ,  Joan 
Ellis;  (no  record)  ;  (no  record)  ; 

residence ,  Elolwell,  Dorset. 

4.  Henry — born,  (no  record)  ;  (no  record)  ; 

residence ,  (no  record)  ;  married ,  Agnes  Stoyte; 
born,  (no  record)  ;  died,  (no  record)  ;  resi¬ 
dence,  (no  record). 

5.  John — born,  (no  record)  ;  died,  (no  record)  ; 

residence,  Whitchurch  Dorset;  married ,  Anne 
Seymour;  born,  (no  record)  ;  died,  (no  rec¬ 
ord)  ;  residence,  Elanford,  Dorset. 

6.  Robert — born,  (no  record);  died,  1667  aet.  61 

yrs.;  residence,  Reading,  Berks.;  married,  Fran¬ 
ces  Castle,  born,  (no  record)  ;  died,  1 695  at 
Stanton  St.  John,  aet.  8 1  yrs. ;  residence,  Sourv 
Co.,  Cornwall. 

7.  Nathaniel  (?) — born,  (no  record);  died, 

Chester,  America;  residence,  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  or  Ireland  with  William  Penn.  Took  up 
lands  in  Chester  Co.;  married,  ?  ;  born,  (no 
record)  ;  died,  (no  record)  ;  residence,  (no  rec¬ 
ord)  . 

8.  Robert — born,  1719;  died,  1782;  residence, 

Chester  Township;  married,  Mary  Coebourn; 
born,  (no  record) ;  died,  (no  record) ;  resi¬ 
dence,  Chester  Township. 
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9.  Nathaniel — born ,  (no  record) ;  died ,  (no  rec¬ 
ord)  ;  residence,  (no  record) ;  married,  Mar¬ 
gery  Pearson;  born,  (no  record)  ;  died,  (no 
record)  ;  residence,  near  Chester. 

10.  Robert — born,  1 766;  died,  1828;  residence,  (no 

record) ;  married,  Mary  Hamilton;  born,  (no 
record);  died,  1795;  residence,  Wilmington, 
Delaware. 

11.  James  Robinson — born,  1796;  died,  1852;  resi¬ 

dence,  (no  record)  ;  married,  Catherine  Har¬ 
rison  Bonsai;  born,  (no  record)  ;  died,  (no  rec¬ 
ord)  ;  residence,  (no  record). 

12.  Edward  Robinson — born,  1819;  died,  1900; 

residence ,  Wilmington,  Delaware;  married, 
Caroline  Lowndes  Cook;  born,  1834;  died, 
1905  (?);  residence,  Philadalphia,  Pa.;  chil¬ 
dren,  Edward  Hamilton,  Charles  Fellows,  Mary 
King,  George  Hanson. 
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CHARACTERISTICS  OF  DR.  SQUIBB 

by  his  daughter 
Mrs.  John  C.  Munro 


DR.  SQUIBB 

ON  HIS  DAILY  WALK  ACROSS  BROOKLYN  BRIDGE 


CHARACTERISTICS 

In  studying  these  journals,  I  am  forcibly  struck 
with  the  great  difference  between  the  man  who  wrote 
them  and  my  Father,  as  I  knew  him.  The  underlying 
principles  of  justice,  honesty,  painstaking  exactness 
and  thoroughness  were  always  prominent,  but  the 
traces  of  narrow  mindedness,  intolerance  of  others’ 
opinions,  and  too  rigid  ideals,  broadened  and  became 
more  flexible  with  age  and  experience. 

A  thing  was  either  right  or  wrong,  no  compromise 
was  ever  admissible.  Shams  of  all  kinds  were  never 
tolerated  for  a  moment.  His  simple  personal  requisites 
must  be  what  they  looked.  Shirt  studs,  collar  buttons, 
etc.  were  of  solid  gold,  made  to  order  for  him  and  of 
the  plainest  design  possible.  His  personality  was  so 
strong  it  seemed  to  impress  itself  upon  everything  he 
owned.  No  member  of  his  family  was  allowed  to  wear 
any  jewelry  that  was  plated,  nor  was  there  any  plated 
household  silver  until  many  years  later,  when  some 
was  bought  to  equip  a  summer  home  rented  for  the 
season  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. 

A  school  friend  had  a  pretty  little  coral  and  gold 
breast  pin  (worn  in  those  days  with  linen  collars) 
which  I  greatly  admired.  I  asked  my  Father  if  I  could 
have  one  like  it,  saying  that  it  came  from  Hart’s,  the 
leading  Brooklyn  jeweler.  One  morning  as  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  school,  he  suggested  going  along  with  me  to 
stop  in  at  Hart’s  and  see  the  pin.  There  was  one  there 
exactly  like  that  of  my  friend,  but  it  was  made  of 
plated  gold  and  imitation  coral.  He  said  I  couldn’t 
have  it,  so  I  went  on  to  school,  greatly  disappointed, 
and  he  to  the  Laboratory.  At  the  end  of  the  week,  he 
handed  me  a  little  box  in  which  was  a  much  prettier 
pin  of  solid  gold  and  real  coral,  which  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  in  New  York. 

Most  generous  himself  in  his  quiet  help  to  others, 
he  was  a  very  ungracious  receiver.  His  wife’s  rela- 
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tives,  even  to  distant  cousins  and  some  of  his  own 
Quaker  relations  became  more  or  less  dependent  upon 
him  and  did  not  scruple  to  call  upon  him  frequently. 
He  gave  freely  and  generously  of  his  advice  and  finan¬ 
cial  help  to  them  all,  thereby  discharging,  in  his  own 
mind,  the  petty  gifts  of  earlier  days,  which  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  journal,  always  rankled  and  were  never  for¬ 
gotten. 

The  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  a  Roman  Catholic 
order,  had  a  fine  Pharmacy,  given  to  them  by  my 
Father,  and  always  kept  well  equipped  by  him.  In 
January  of  each  year  their  needs  were  always  attended 
to.  The  priests  of  the  two  most  prominent  Roman 
Catholic  churches  in  our  part  of  the  city  were  his 
warm  friends.  Not  even  my  Mother  knew  of  the 
many  ways  he  helped  the  poor  of  those  parishes. 

He  was  a  great  lover  of  time  pieces,  and  the  clocks 
of  the  house  were  accurate  to  a  tick.  He  wound  them 
Sunday  mornings,  before  going  to  church,  having  set 
his  own  watch  the  day  before  by  standard  time  at 
Tiffany’s  or  at  Charley  Fellows’  jewelry  store  on 
Maiden  Lane,  N.  Y.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  who  lived 
on  the  block  below  our  house  on  Columbia  Heights 
used  to  say  he  set  his  household  clocks  by  Dr.  Squibb; 
he  passed  the  house  going  to  his  business  so  punctu¬ 
ally. 

His  ideas  of  justice,  as  applied  to  the  members  of 
his  family  were  most  definite  and  to  us,  sometimes 
rather  embarrassing. 

He  was  very  fond  of  the  theatre  and  opera  and 
always  wanted  the  entire  family  to  go  with  him.  Even 
after  my  brothers  were  married  and  living  in  their 
own  homes,  they  and  their  wives  were  included  in  the 
party. 

Mother  was  not  so  partial  to  the  theatre,  but  was, 
upon  one  occasion,  persuaded  to  go  along  and  see  how 
she  liked  it.  The  performance  was,  as  I  remember, 
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the  Mulligan  Guards,  which  took  New  York  by  storm, 
everybody  whistling  and  singing  the  songs.  We  chil¬ 
dren  and  Father  thought  it  a  great  success,  but  Mother 
said  it  was  vulgar  and  boisterous,  and  never  went  with 
us  again. 

After  that,  every  time  we  went  to  the  theatre  or 
opera,  the  price  of  a  ticket  was  handed  to  Mother  be¬ 
fore  we  set  out  in  the  evening.  She  created,  what  she 
called,  her  theatre  fund  and  with  this  money  bought 
the  set  of  Chinese  medallion  and  Golden  Butterfly 
China,  which  at  her  death  was  divided  amongst  her 
three  children.  French  white  china,  with  no  decora¬ 
tion  whatever,  had  always  been  used  on  our  table  until 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  this  colored  was  accumulated. 
It  was  at  first  sparingly  used  on  such  occasions  as 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  when  '"there  was  com¬ 
pany.” 

Although  Mother  lived  to  be  seventy-two  years 
old  she  never  owned  a  bank  book  or  drew  a  check  or 
had  a  charge  account  at  any  store.  Every  Saturday 
Father  would  hand  her  a  roll  of  bills,  always  clean 
from  the  bank,  and  some  pleasant  little  remark  was 
made  about  his  board  bill.  She  paid  cash  for  every¬ 
thing  she  bought,  her  clothes  and  my  clothes,  gloves, 
etc.  Father  paid  all  household  bills,  the  butcher  and 
grocer  were  paid  every  week.  All  household  articles, 
bedding,  blankets,  towels,  etc.  he  usually  bought  at 
A.  T.  Stewart’s  through  Mr.  Letson  (he  or  his  wife 
Mother’s  cousin).  During  the  war  when  Father  was 
buying  supplies  for  the  U.  S.  Government,  they  were 
bought  at  Stewart’s. 

When  Colonel  Mapleson  presented  Italian  opera  at 
the  old  Academy  of  Music  on  14th  Street,  New  York, 
Father  was  a  regular  patron.  Most  of  these  operas  were 
already  familiar  to  him  from  hearing  them  years  ago 
when  he  was  in  the  Navy;  and  as  he  kept  time  with 
his  hand  in  a  quiet  little  way,  to  his  favorite  arias  I 
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knew  he  was  back  in  Naples  living  over  again  those 
early  days.  Etelka  Gerster  in  "Sonnambula”  was  a  par¬ 
ticular  favorite;  he  knew  her  brother,  Dr.  Gerster, 
then  practising  in  New  York,  quite  intimately. 

Operas  were  presented  on  week-day  nights  and 
Mother  refusing  to  go,  and  my  brothers  being  at  col¬ 
lege,  I  was  his  companion.  There  was  a  very  definite 
understanding  that  so  long  as  my  marks  on  school  re¬ 
ports  showed  no  falling  below  the  high  standards  he 
always  set,  I  might  go.  Before  we  left  the  house  he 
used  to  say  to  me:  "Does  thee  know  thy  lessons?”  And 
I  no  more  thought  of  fibbing  than  of  cutting  my  head 
off.  I  often  wondered,  however,  what  would  have 
happened,  had  I  said  I  didn’t  know  them,  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  tickets  would  have  been  given 
away  and  he  also  would  have  stayed  at  home.  That 
thought  was  so  horrible,  the  reports  were  always  satis¬ 
factory. 

At  one  time  my  brother,  Charles,  wanted  to  take 
’cello  lessons,  so  a  good  ’cello  was  selected  by  John  C. 
Munro  of  Lexington,  himself  a  good  musician  and  in¬ 
timate  college  friend  of  Charles.  As  I  remember,  it 
cost  in  the  hundreds  of  dollars  and  Father’s  ideas  of 
justice  and  fairness  required  that  he  should  give  to  my 
brother  Ed,  and  myself  a  like  amount  of  money.  It 
made  no  difference  to  him  that  we  didn’t  want  the 
money.  That  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  obligation  to 
his  family  and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  the  price  of  the 
’cello  was  deposited  to  our  accounts  in  the  Brooklyn 
Savings  Bank.  Many  years  later,  this  ’cello  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Charles  to  Edward  Squibb  Munro,  John 
Munro’s  second  son,  in  whose  possession  it  now  is. 

Life  in  those  days  was  a  simple,  exact  routine  with 
few  interruptions.  Breakfast  was  at  seven  o’clock  or 
quarter  past  and  punctuality  to  all  meals  was  required. 
All  waited  for  the  last  comer  and  tho’  nothing  was 
ever  said  at  the  time,  by  way  of  reprimand,  the  lack 


652 


of  speech  was  eloquent.  Some  days  later,  perhaps,  our 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  selfishness  of  keeping 
others  waiting,  waste  of  valuable  time,  etc.,  etc.  Break¬ 
fast  was  a  very  hearty  meal,  with  meat  or  fish,  hot 
biscuits  or  cakes,  waffles  and  fruit.  We  children  were 
not  allowed  to  have  tea  or  coffee  "'until  we  were 
twenty-one.”  Father  carved  and  served  us  and  we 
were  expected  to  eat  everything  that  was  put  upon 
our  plates.  When  we  did  leave  a  little  food,  however, 
it  was  never  brought  back  at  the  next  meal,  as  was  the 
custom  in  the  Sampson  family,  afterwards  related  by 
marriage  to  our  family. 

Mother  never  came  to  breakfast,  Mary  Fogarty 
carrying  her  tray  upstairs.  After  breakfast  we  went 
to  school  and  Father  went  to  the  kitchen,  planned  the 
meals  for  the  day,  and  made  a  list  of  groceries  and 
other  food  required.  These  items  he  ordered  himself 
at  the  grocer’s,  Sutton,  as  he  went  to  the  Laboratory, 
and  at  Fulton  market,  N.  Y.  as  his  business  errands 
usually  took  him  across  the  river  sometime  during  the 
day.  There  were  no  telephones  in  those  days.  Ffe  was 
an  excellent  caterer,  his  mess  duties  while  in  the  Navy 
having  been  good  training,  and  he  enjoyed  providing 
for  others. 

On  Saturdays  I  often  went  with  him  to  the  market 
and  wherever  else  he  went,  usually  to  wholesale  drug 
houses  and  commission  merchants  to  place  his  orders. 
He  explained  everything  as  we  went  along,  even  tell¬ 
ing  me  how  various  drugs  were  produced,  from  what 
plants  they  came  and  in  what  countries  these  plants 
grew.  Later  on  when  the  Acetic  Acid  factory  was 
established  in  Gold  Street,  Brooklyn,  we  used  some¬ 
times  to  go  there  and  would  often  stop  in  at  one  of 
the  big  foundries  on  the  way.  While  we  watched  the 
molten  metal  pour  into  molds  and  the  huge  cranes 
swing  and  lift,  he  would  thoroughly  explain  what  was 
being  done. 
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He  never  seemed  in  a  hurry,  nor  do  I  ever  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  seen  him  impatient. 

Dinner  was  at  half  past  two  and  he  always  came 
home  to  it,  rarely  bringing  friends  for  Mother  did  not 
care  for  entertaining.  Her  relations  often  came  to  din¬ 
ner  and  were  always  made  welcome  by  Father. 

After  dinner  he  went  back  to  the  Laboratory  and 
did  not  return  home  until  supper  time.  When  he  en¬ 
tered  the  house  then,  he  blew  a  very  nice  toned  ivory 
whistle  (always  carried  in  his  vest  pocket) ,  which  was 
the  signal  to  Grace  Freel,  the  waitress,  that  we  were 
ready  for  supper.  Before  he  seated  himself  in  his  easy 
chair,  if  not  going  out  in  the  evening,  he  went  to  his 
dressing  room  "to  take  off  his  tired  shoes — ”  He  had 
many  pairs  which  he  wore  in  rotation.  The  dining 
room  was  in  the  basement  and  a  Chinese  gong  sum¬ 
moned  us  below  when  all  was  ready.  For  supper  there 
was  usually  one  hearty  dish,  such  as  scalloped  oysters, 
chicken  salad  or  cold  meat  with  salad,  hot  bread,  tea 
(Mother  sitting  behind  the  tall  urn  and  huge  tea  pots 
placed  on  a  large  silver  tray)  preserves  and  cake  or 
fresh  berries  in  season.  Father  always  made  the  salad 
dressing,  at  the  table,  mixing  the  ingredients  in  a  soup 
plate. 

For  Sunday  night  supper,  there  was  usually  chicken 
salad,  cold  bread,  tea  and  brandied  peaches,  which  I 
detested,  but  one  of  which  I  was  expected  to  eat.  These 
were  preserved  by  our  cook,  Mary  Blong,  in  the  high¬ 
est  grade  white  French  brandy,  were  very  handsome 
to  look  at  and  greatly  relished  by  all  our  guests.  These 
peaches  were  always  company  food! 

Many  meetings  of  Medical,  Surgical  and  Pharma¬ 
ceutical  Societies  claimed  Father’s  evenings.  He  fre¬ 
quently  delivered  courses  of  lectures  gratuitously 
when  Associations  were  not  able  to  pay  a  lecturer. 
Evenings  at  home  were  spent  quietly,  usually  in  read¬ 
ing  the  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  journals.  He 
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rarely  read  novels  except  in  summer  time  when  he  was 
alone  in  the  house,  we  all  being  away  in  the  country, 
or  when  he  was  with  us  on  the  short  vacations  he  al¬ 
lowed  himself.  Thackeray,  George  Eliot  and  Dickens 
were  his  choice.  He  was  particularly  fond  of  Middle- 
march,  which  he  said  was  the  "greatest  treatise  on 
selfishness.”  Most  of  this  and  Daniel  Deronda  were 
read  by  him  to  us  while  sailing  in  the  cat  boat,  Mary 
King,  on  Lake  Waramaug  in  Connecticut. 

Every  Monday  evening  Mother  used  to  spend  with 
her  eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Bache,  then  living  on  Henry 
Street,  Dr.  Bache  having  long  since  retired  from  the 
Navy:  and  a  neighbor,  Mr.  Whitlock  came  to  play 
billiards  with  Father.  The  billiard  room  was  down 
stairs  on  the  floor  with  the  dining  room,  and  the  game 
over,  Father  made  a  hot  toddy  which  was  served  with 
pilot  bread,  a  large  round  brittle  cracker,  in  the  din¬ 
ing  room,  with  the  colored  cloth,  which  covered  it 
between  meals,  on  the  table.  Now  and  then  irregu¬ 
larly,  our  next  door  neighbor,  the  Reverend  Noah 
Hunt  Schenck,  rector  of  St.  Anne’s  Episcopal  Church, 
used  to  come  in  for  a  game. 

The  Brooklyn  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  had 
evening  meetings  once  a  month  at  the  houses  of  the 
various  twelve  members.  After  the  reading  of  papers 
and  discussion  a  supper  was  served.  Terrapin  from 
Baltimore,  scalloped  oysters,  chicken  salad,  such  as 
is  not  known  nowadays,  hot  breads,  mince  pies  full 
of  cider  and  brandy,  and  everything  particularly  rich 
and  indigestible  was  served  at  ten  o’clock.  Dr.  James 
L.  Miner,  whose  nickname  was  the  Lamb,  all  his  life 
a  great  sufferer  from  dyspepsia,  enjoyed  the  good 
things  and  ate  heartily.  Upon  one  occasion  when  my 
Father  was  host,  Dr.  Miner  passed  his  plate  for  a  second 
helping  of  mince  pie.  Father  saw  it  not,  the  plate  still 
held  in  air  someone  remarked  upon  it.  Whereupon  Dr. 
Miner  promised,  for  a  second  piece,  to  walk  home  and 
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use  his  chopping  block  for  an  hour.  He  had  the  piece 
of  pie  and  "walked  home"  which  meant  crossing  Ful¬ 
ton  Ferry  and  walking  to  Grammercy  Park,  at  21st 
Street,  New  York.  Then,  going  to  his  cellar  where  he 
kept  a  huge  tree  trunk  and  a  very  dull  axe,  he  would 
hack  away  at  the  tree  for  a  given  length  of  time. 

Summers  were  usually  spent  so  far  away  from 
Brooklyn  Father  was  not  often  with  us,  so  weekly 
letters  were  expected  to  be  written  to  him  and  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  busy  he  was,  he  always  wrote  us  wonderful 
replies. 

My  brother,  Charles,  gave  Father  the  nickname  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  why  I  never  knew,  but  by  this  title  we 
called  him  until  grandchildren  came  along,  when 
Grandpa  was  shortened  to  Pa  and  adopted  by  all  of 
us.  Father  always  called  Charles  John. 

After  the  burning  of  his  Laboratory  when  he  lost 
everything  he  owned  and  was  badly  burned  on  hands 
and  face,  he  grew  retiring  and  shunned  society,  for 
though  he  never  mentioned  it,  he  was  very  sensitive 
about  his  appearance.  To  protect  his  eyes  from  wind 
and  dust  he  wore  dark  goggles  at  times,  and  when 
travelling  in  Europe  always  used  them.  People  on  the 
streets  and  ferry  boats  stared  at  him  much  to  his  an¬ 
noyance,  but  he  never  showed  that  he  noticed  them, 
perhaps  some  hours  later  telling  me  he  hoped  I  "would 
never  have  such  bad  manners  as  that  woman  on  the 
ferryboat.” 

When  he  lay  in  bed  covered  with  bandages  and 
dressings  and  doubting  whether  he  would  have  any 
sight,  his  friends,  professional  and  personal,  headed 
by  Mr.  George  Sampson,  then  president  of  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  Savings  bank,  and  Dr.  James  L.  Miner,  who  had 
been  in  the  Navy,  unknown  to  my  Father,  invited 
subscriptions  of  money  "to  put  Squibb  on  his  feet 
again.”  All  of  these  contributions  were  made  as  gifts 
outright  but  my  Father  would  not  have  it  so  and  kept 
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a  careful  list  of  the  donors  with  the  amounts  given 
and  adding  compound  interest,  in  the  course  of  the 
next  few  years  returned  these  sums.  The  contributors 
protested,  but  Father  was  insistent,  so  they  again  got 
together  and  with  this  returned  money  had  a  box  of 
table  silver  made  at  Ball,  Black’s,  5  65  Broadway,  solid 
and  very  heavy,  of  plainest  design  marked  with  an  old 
English  S,  and  sent  this  to  my  Mother.  This  silver  was 
in  daily  use  by  our  family  until  the  old  home  was 
broken  up,  after  my  Mother’s  death  and  is  now  in  my 
possession. 

During  the  many  weeks  of  my  Father’s  illness  and 
suffering,  his  medical  friends  were  most  constant  in 
their  attendance:  my  Mother  was  his  only  nurse.  His 
hands  were  so  badly  burned  there  was  an  extensive  loss 
of  tissue  at  the  base  of  the  fingers,  which,  in  the  proc¬ 
ess  of  healing,  produced  a  tendency  towards  webbing. 
In  endeavoring  to  correct  this  it  was  necessary  that 
my  Mother  should,  several  times  a  day,  press  the  skin 
down,  a  most  painful  process  for  my  Father,  who 
would  sometimes  wince  a  little.  This  and  the  odor  of 
burnt  flesh  and  the  carbolic  dressings  frequently 
made  her  feel  faint  and  she  would  go  into  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  room  for  a  few  moments.  He,  covered  with 
plasters  and  bandages  would  not  know  she  had  gone 
and  would  say,  "Don’t  mind  me,  Mother,  keep  right 
on.”  She  never  told  him  she  had  slipped  away.  To  the 
end  of  her  life  she  hated  the  odor  of  carbolic  acid;  it 
always  brought  vividly  before  her  mind  those  long 
weeks  of  intense  suffering. 

By  constant  exercise  and  painful  use,  my  Father 
acquired  much  flexibility  in  his  fingers,  though  they 
were  always  drawn  up  and  could  never  be  straightened 
out  owing  to  the  tight  skin  around  the  large  cicatrices 
on  the  backs  of  the  hands.  The  cicatrix  on  the  back  of 
the  left  hand  never  completely  healed,  there  being  a 
slight  discharge  which  necessitated  a  daily  dressing. 
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He  carried  the  arm  in  a  sling  for  months  hoping  to  rest 
and  so  cure  this  spot.  It  did  not,  however,  heal  and  a 
specimen  taken  showed  evidence  of  malignant  changes. 
He  announced  one  day  that,  as  the  hand  in  a  sling  was 
useless  to  him  and  he  disliked  an  open  sore  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  have  it  amputated.  He  asked  Dr.  John  D.  Rush- 
more  to  do  it  and  wrote  to  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  John 
C.  Munro  of  Boston,  (whom  he  had  taught  to  "ether¬ 
ize  patients  without  flooding  them”)  to  come  on  and 
give  him  his  ether.  He  drew  on  his  wrist  the  exact 
place  where  he  wanted  the  cut  made  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  was  performed  successfully.  When  the  stump 
healed  he  taught  Mary  Fogarty  how  to  fold  the  band¬ 
age  over  it,  and  he  cut  a  pattern  of  a  little  bag  which 
she  made  of  black  jersey  cloth.  This  was  the  outside 
covering  which  she  put  on  every  morning,  when  she 
put  in  his  shirt  studs  and  buttons.  The  finished  effect 
was  an  occasional  glimpse  of  something  black  in  his 
sleeve  and  attracted  no  notice.  While  around  the  house 
waiting  for  the  healing  to  be  completed,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
S.  D.  McConnell,  then  rector  of  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
which  we  attended,  came  to  see  Father  to  sympathize 
and  encourage  him  under  this  new  handicap. 

I  was  in  the  parlor  with  my  Mother  when  Dr.  Mc¬ 
Connell  came  down  from  Father’s  room.  He  said; 
"Mrs.  Squibb,  I  came  to  see  your  husband  because  I 
thought  I  might  be  of  help  to  him,  but  he  has  taught 
me  more  about  patience,  resignation  and  high  ideals 
than  I  have  ever  known  before.  He  should  be  in  my 
pulpit.”  These  two  men  greatly  admired  one  another 
and  Father  enjoyed  Dr.  McConnell’s  vigorous, 
straight-forward  sermons.  Mother  and  many  other 
parishioners  thought  Dr.  McConnell  "too  blunt.” 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Hall,  whom  my 
Father  greatly  admired,  there  was  a  succession  of 
ministers,  on  approbation.  None  of  these  appealed  to 
my  Father,  his  name  for  them  being  "weak  sisters.” 
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Then  came  Dr.  McConnell  who  satisfied  him  com¬ 
pletely.  He  conducted  my  Father’s  funeral  service 
at  Holy  Trinity. 

I  recall  one  day  when  Father  brought  Dr.  Merck 
home  to  dine  with  us.  He  had  spent  the  entire  morn¬ 
ing  at  the  Laboratory  and  went  back  again  after  din¬ 
ner,  Father  giving  him  pamphlets  on  various  processes 
and  all  the  drawings  and  data  of  his  ether  still  and 
process.  Dr.  Merck  was  at  that  time  head  of  the  firm 
of  Merck  &  Co.,  Manufacturing  chemists  of  Darm¬ 
stadt,  Germany,  and  a  keen  competitor  of  my  Father. 

Two  years  later  when  travelling  in  Europe  we 
visited  Darmstadt  for  the  express  purpose  of  seeing 
the  Merck  laboratories.  Father  wrote  Dr.  Merck  of  his 
intended  visit,  and  one  morning  we  appeared  at  the 
office.  Father  could  not  speak  or  understand  German 
but  I  could.  Dr.  Merck  received  us  politely  but  was 
very  distant  and  while  exchanging  greetings,  a  clerk 
left  his  desk,  hurried  to  the  back  of  the  office  and  closed 
the  iron  door,  which  evidently  led  into  the  manufac¬ 
turing  department.  Although  my  Father  finally  asked 
to  be  shown  through  the  laboratories,  we  were  only 
conducted  into  two  rooms,  which  were  little  more 
than  store  rooms,  with  no  active  work  going  on  in 
them.  I  had  heard  orders  being  given  that  certain 
rooms  were  to  be  closed  until  further  orders.  After 
we  left  the  factory  and  were  driving  back  to  our 
hotel,  I  said  to  Father;  "Aren’t  you  sorry  you  showed 
him  everything  in  your  laboratory  and  gave  him  all 
that  information?”  He  replied,  "No,  daughter,  that’s 
not  the  right  spirit  to  have  about  information  which 
belongs  to  the  world.  If  thee  feels  that  way  thee  is  just 
like  Dr.  Merck.  He  has  probably  set  up  an  ether  ap¬ 
paratus  like  ours  and  didn’t  want  me  to  see  it.  I  hope 
he  is  making  better  ether  with  it  than  he  has  been 
doing  heretofore.” 

During  the  latter  years  of  my  Father’s  life  he  was 
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not  so  actively  engaged  in  his  business  and  it  became 
his  habit  to  take  a  daily  walk  across  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge  and  back.  He  was  well  known  to  all  the  police¬ 
men  on  the  Bridge  who  saluted  him  most  deferentially 
and  he  always  had  a  smile  or  pleasant  word  for  each 
one. 

The  small  instances  here  noted  show  how  consist¬ 
ently  he  carried  out  his  sterling  principles  even  to  the 
smallest  occurrences  in  his  home  life. 
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No  record  of  the  Squibb  family  would  be  complete 
without  mention  of  Mary  Jane  Fogarty,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  household  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

She  came  to  Mother  when  my  brother,  Ed,  was  a 
baby  in  18  53  or  18  54.  She  was  nineteen  years  old  and 
Mother,  I  think,  was  twenty.  Fogy,  as  we  all  called 
her,  never  knew  her  birthday  and  never  told  her  age. 
I  never  heard  her  speak  of  her  parents.  She  never 
learned  to  write  but  could  read — the  newspaper  and 
her  prayer  book  were  her  recreations.  She  was  in  ac¬ 
tive  service  for  my  Mother,  when  Mother  died  in  1905, 
aged  72  years. 

As  we  children  came  along  Fogy  took  over  the  care 
of  us;  nurse,  companion,  and  loyal  friend.  Her  ever 
young,  big,  Irish  heart  and  keen  sense  of  humor  made 
her  a  welcome  comrade  in  all  our  games  and  sports, 
but  she  was  always  a  firm  disciplinarian  and  most 
faithful  in  carrying  out  the  parental  orders. 

Old  and  young,  rich  and  poor  liked  her;  she  was 
acquainted  with  every  policeman  in  our  part  of  the 
city  and  always  had  a  pleasant  and  often  witty  reply 
for  her  acquaintances.  A  beautiful  seamstress  herself, 
now  and  then  on  rainy  afternoons  when  she  was  teach¬ 
ing  me  to  sew,  she  often  told  how  strict  the  nuns  were 
in  the  convent  near  Dublin  where  she  went  to  school. 
From  what  I  could  learn,  more  attention  was  paid  to 
sewing  than  to  reading  and  writing;  probably  with 
the  idea  of  fitting  the  children  to  earn  a  living,  and 
though  Fogy  never  said  so,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  it 
was  a  school  for  orphans.  They  were  taught  to  hem 
on  tissue  paper  and  until  they  could  do  this  without 
tearing  the  paper,  they  were  not  allowed  to  do  any 
other  kind  of  sewing.  When  I  thought  I  had  made  a 
particularly  neat  hem  on  some  fine  linen  and  brought 
it  to  her  for  praise  one  afternoon,  she  said,  "Did  you 
do  that  with  a  crow  bar?” 
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Fogy  never  cooked  or  waited  on  table,  but  she  filled 
every  other  capacity  in  the  household  at  various  times. 
She  made  all  my  clothes,  and  school  dresses  in  those 
days  were  of  white  piquet,  lined  with  canton  flannel 
for  winter.  A  black  silk  apron  with  straps  to  go  over 
the  shoulders  and  edged  all  round  with  what  was  called 
a  rose  quilling  (a  very  full  ruching)  was  worn  over 
the  white  dress  when  at  school.  A  fresh  white  dress 
was  put  on  for  supper  and  if  not  ''mussed”  might  be 
used  the  next  morning  for  school. 

Besides  caring  for  Mother’s  and  my  clothes  she  made 
Father’s  bosom  shirts,  had  the  entire  care  of  Mother’s 
fine  laces,  knew  many  of  the  lace  stitches  so  she 
mended  the  real  Brussels  net  and  lace  parlor  curtains, 
did  all  the  usual  duties  of  a  personal  maid  and  went 
with  me  wherever  I  went. 

When  I  was  growing  up  young  girls  never  went 
anywhere  alone  but  were  always  accompanied  by  a 
maid.  Fogy  was  my  constant  companion,  except  when 
I  was  in  school,  all  my  life  until  I  married.  As  we 
lived  but  a  short  distance  from  the  Packer  Collegiate 
Institute,  where  I  went  to  school,  I  was  allowed  to 
walk  there  alone. 

She  used  to  say  with  much  pride  that  the  doctor’s 
children  never  went  out  in  a  baby  carriage.  Whether 
Father  disapproved  of  carriages  I  never  knew,  but  the 
fact  remained,  we  all  walked  when  we  went  out  doors, 
and  Fogy  looked  with  scorn  on  those  nurses  "who 
pushed  carriages.” 

When  children  had  parties  in  those  days  they  were 
dolls’  parties.  Each  child  brought  her  favorite  or  best 
dressed  doll,  which  was  seated  in  a  chair  provided  by 
our  small  hostess.  The  maids  sat  in  a  room  together, 
where  our  coats  and  hats  were  left,  and  the  dolls  be¬ 
ing  seated,  we  children  played  games  and  never  thought 
of  the  dolls  until  just  before  going  home;  then  nurses 
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and  children  decided  which  was  the  handsomest  doll. 
Sometimes  there  was  a  small  table  set  up  for  the  dolls, 
which  were  moved  up  to  it,  while  we  had  our  supper. 
One  of  Father’s  friends,  lately  come  from  Paris, 
brought  me  a  French  doll — quite  a  rarity  in  those 
days.  Fogy  sat  up  till  after  midnight  making  a  full 
outfit  of  clothes,  lace  trimmed  and  a  blue  silk  dress 
covered  with  white  organdie,  lace  edged,  so  that  I 
might  take  the  doll  the  next  afternoon  to  Euphemia 
Sampson’s  party.  My  doll  was  the  most  admired  that 
day. 

At  that  same  party  was  a  child  wearing  a  new  im¬ 
ported  coat.  It  caught  Fogy’s  eye  and  she  examined  it 
carefully.  The  next  morning  she  told  Mother  she  was 
ashamed  of  the  way  I  looked  in  "that  old  coat,”  ad¬ 
vised  Mother  what  material  and  how  much  to  buy, 
and  Mother,  unsuspecting,  bought  what  Fogy  asked 
for.  The  next  Sunday  I  walked  to  Church  wearing  a 
coat  exactly  like  the  imported  one. 

Barnum’s  circus  used  to  have  wonderful  parades 
through  the  streets  and  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  parades 
were  also  very  fine.  For  these  and  any  other  demonstra¬ 
tions,  "the  Doctor’s  children”  always  had  a  front  place 
on  the  City  Hall  steps  or  wherever  the  review  took 
place — Fogy’s  friends  on  the  Police  force  saw  to  that. 

When  out  for  our  afternoon  walk  we  would  some¬ 
times  pass  the  Catholic  church,  St.  Charles  Borromeo, 
in  Sidney  Place,  Fogy  always  seemed  to  carry  two 
rosaries  in  her  pocket,  for  when  we  stepped  in  for  a 
moment,  she  would  hand  me  one,  saying,  "Kneel 
down,  Babby  dear,  and  say  your  prayers”  and  I  re¬ 
member  playing  with  the  rosary  while  she  "told  her 
beads.”  Then  out  we  would  go,  rosaries  back  in  pocket, 
and  continue  our  walk. 

Her  devotion  to  all  of  us  and  her  interest  and  pride 
in  our  family  knew  no  bounds.  When  very  ill  at  one 
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time  with  diphtheria,  I  begged  to  have  Fogy  sleep  in 
the  bed  with  me.  Father  would  not  consent  to  this  and 
I  cried  bitterly — Fogy  tried  to  soothe  me  and  when 
night  came,  with  no  fear  of  the  disease  for  herself,  she 
did  sleep  with  me.  Before  breakfast  next  morning  she 
told  Father  what  she  had  done  saying  it  was  the  only 
way  to  get  the  child  asleep. 

For  one  whole  winter,  every  Saturday  morning  was 
spent  in  going  to  New  York  to  the  dentist,  Dr.  Thomas 
B.  Gunning  to  have  my  teeth  straightened.  Dr.  Gun¬ 
ning  lived  in  East  21st  Street  near  Grammercy  Park, 
and  was  celebrated  for  having  operated  upon  Secre¬ 
tary  Seward’s  jaw,  when  it  was  injured  at  the  time  of 
President  Lincoln’s  assassination.  Fogy  always  accom¬ 
panied  me.  We  walked  down  to  Fulton  Ferry,  crossed 
the  River  on  the  boat,  walked  up  to  the  City  Flail 
Square  where  we  took  a  Fourth  Avenue  horse  car  to 
21st  Street,  walking  west  to  Dr.  Gunning’s  house.  It 
took  us  an  hour  and  a  half.  We  usually  got  home  a 
little  before  dinner  time  and  sometimes  went  over 
again  in  the  afternoon  to  Barnum’s  Winter  Museum. 
This  was  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Anne  Street 
opposite  St.  Paul’s  church. 

She  often  went  with  me  to  the  theatre,  which  she 
greatly  enjoyed.  I  remember  distinctly  seeing  the  tears 
rolling  down  her  cheeks  when  Henry  Irving,  as  Charles 
I,  was  led  away  to  execution;  and  she  whispered  to  me 
"Can’t  we  do  something  to  save  him?” 

In  the  1870’s  Father  wrote  and  spoke  much  on 
methods  of  etherization,  claiming  that  the  doctors 
flooded  their  patients  with  ether.  It  was  soaked  on  to 
a  conical  sponge  from  a  bottle.  He  had  made  at  his 
laboratory  hundreds  of  tin  cylinders,  fitted  with  a 
canton  flannel  lining,  which  were  put  into  peculiar 
shaped  cotton  bags,  open  at  one  end.  The  open  end 
fitted  over  the  patient’s  face  and  Father  claimed  that 
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one  quarter  of  a  pound  of  ether  would  put  a  patient 
under  and  allow  of  forty-five  minutes  of  operating. 
These  cylinders  were  sent  to  the  hospitals  and  doctors. 
Mary  Fogarty  made  hundreds  of  the  linings  and  covers. 

After  Mother’s  death  and  the  selling  of  the  old  home 
at  152  Columbia  Ffeights  an  apartment  was  provided 
for  Mary  Fogarty  where  she  lived  with  her  nieces  until 
her  death  on  July  17th,  1917. 
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